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12-13. — C'reneral  French,  following  up  19, 
1  laiin.iy's  moveniunt,  crossed  Rict 
River,  and  next  day  with  a  strong 
force  marched  twenty-five  miles 
i'-,to  the  Free  State,  seized  Klip 
Drift  on  the  Modder  River,  occu- 
pied the  hills  to  the  north,  and 
captured  three  of  the  enemy's 
laagers,  with  supplies. 

/fth  (Kelly-Kenny"s)  Division  on 
north   bank  of  the  Reit  River  at 
Waterfall  Drift. 
-Lord  Roberts  advanced  to  Dekiel's 
I  )rift. 
15.--(;encral    French    reached    and    re- 
lieved   Kimberley,  cajjtured   ISoer 
laager  and  supplies,  and  forced  the 
enemy  to  withdraw. 
The     ];oers     evacuated     Majesfon- 
tein  and  Spyfontein,  retreating  to 
Koodoesrand  Drift. 
16.-  -Cleneral  Kelly-Kenny,  in  pursuit  of 
Cronje    retiring  east  with    10,000 
men   on    liloemfontein,    captured 
78  waggons  with  stores,  2  waggons 
with  Mauser  rifles,  and  S  waggons 
with    shell  belongUig  to  Cronje's 
column. 
Capture    of    Cingolo    Hill    by    Sir  \  26 

Redvers  Jjuller's  force. 
Lord  Roberts  occupied  Jacobsdal. 
Flight  of  Cronje's  force  and  occupa- 
tion of  M.ajesfontcin  by  the  Cuards. 
17.— Cronje's   force  overtaken    and    sur- 
rounded at  Paardeberg.     (ieneral      26- 
ISrabant  engaged  the  enemy  near 
J)urdrecht. 
Successfulreconnaissance  by  Colonel 
Henderson  from  Arundel. 
18.— Severe  fighting  at  Paardeberg,  where      27 
Cronje    was    being  gradually   sur- 
rounded. 
Capture  of  Monte  Cristo.     General 
Lyttelton's  F)ivision,  bv  a  brilliant  ; 


converging   movement,   drove  the 
lioers  across  the  river. 
— Cai)ture  of  D  king  wane  by  the  Fusi- 
l.er  ISriuade.    The  lioers  evacuated 

I  amp 


the    hill,    and    left    a   lar 


behind  them. 
Lombardment  of  Cronje's   positi(  1 
began.   JJoer  reinforcements  driven 
back. 
Cronje    asked     for    armistice,     but 
Lord  Kitchener  demanded  his  sur- 
render;   Cronje  refused,  and  was 
tiien  bombarded  heavily. 
Reoccupation  of  I  )ordre(ht.  ( leneral 
JSrabaiit  entered  the  town  in  the 
morning,  the  Loers  taking  to  flight. 
--(Jeneral  Hart  occuined  Colenso. 
Lord   Roberts   defeated    Jioer  rein- 
forcements at  Paardeberg. 
-5th  Division  crossed  the  Tugela  at 

Colenso. 
-Advance  on   Ladysmith  continued. 
'I'he  Boers'  position  at  (Jrobler's 
Kloof  attacked. 
'J'he  cordon  round  Cronje  began  to 

close  in. 
Captain    Hon.    R.     H.     L.    J.    de 
Montmorency,  V.C.  ( 3 1 st  Hussars), 
killed  while  doing  magniflcent  work 
with  his  .Scouts  near  Stormberg. 
-Finding  the  passage  of  the  river  near 
Colenso  commanded  by  strong  en- 
trenchments.  Sir    Redvers   liuUer 
sent  his  guns  and  baggage  back  to 
the  south  side  of  the  Tugela,  and 
found  a  new  crossing. 
27. — ( 'olesberg  and  Rensberg,  having 
been  evacuated  by  the  Poers,  were 
occupied    by    C.eneral    Clements, 
while  Jainestown  was  occupied  by 
Ceneral  IJrabant. 
(on  anniversary  of  Majuba,   1881).— 
Cronje,  with  44  commandants  and 
other  officers  of  all   grades,    and 
over  3500   men,  surrendered    un- 
conditionally to  Lord  Roberts. 


vu 


Sir  Rcxlvers  Bullcr's  force  captured 
the  Jioer  position  at  Picturs.    Tl.is 

sr^^:^ttir"^^"^>^ 

I^adysmith  "^    ""'"^    '« 

28.-ReI,V.f  of  Ladysmith  after  120  div's 

investment.  '-^ouays 


The  Transvaal   War 


MARCH  1900. 

'■~'"Sted°Kri  '",'  ^°^^  ^'''^hener 
viMtta  Kimberleyand  attended  -, 
meeting  in  the  Town  Hal  ' 

Luarrl    nV    /!l'"°"«town    under    a 
ie«.rs,  were  put  on  board  H  M  S 
y^"ns  and  sent  to  St.  HelenV 

jrcncli   came   in   contact   with  a 

W  force,  who  tried  to  Ket  a  ' 
out  were  held  frv  th  .■        feV  .'^^^'^>> 

^  the  JJritish  force         "  ^'°''"°"  "^^ 

yorarccht   against    Labu.scha-me 

5.-G:neraI"rr'P'^^'^^'>'----^^'? 
uencraJ   Gatacre  occupied    Storm 

7      r  '^^T°  "'1'^°"^  oPPositio.;        ^'"™ 
'.— -i.ord  Roberts  disner«f.rl  p^ 

Poplar  (;rove     ^  °"''  "''''^'" 

Gene^l  Qatacre  reached  liurghers 

8.-Gen^al  Clements  occupied  Nerval's 
g.n,  ^fifteen  mdes  east  of  Poplar 
^''~^'S!^''    ^^"Ser    and    Steyn    re 


captured    two    hills   which    com- 
mand the  railway  and  town. 

^i  :"■'"?  ^^P'"-'l 'he  railway 
"tar  Jjloemfontein  ' 

('cneral  (Jatacre  approached  Beth- 

P    "u    «'  '^'-•sP^tch  ran.— uj, 
Lntish    flag    now   flies    over  tl  e 
Presidency  vnmt,.,i    1    .  ^ 

bv  Mr    Z  ^'^^/•'"    '^st    evening 

the  O  ant  >T'  ''I'   ^'''"'^^■"t  of 
me  urange  l-ree  State.     The  in- 

^buams  gave  the  troops  a  ctdl'al 

general  Gatacre  occup  ed  Bethnlio 
I^oers    attacked    Colonel    Plumer's 
16      Tr:TP^"d^^-^'^e  repulsed.  '" 

19  ZLofd,^'.f?'""^'<^'^" -streams. 
•     ^°''^,  J^'tchener  occupied  Prjeska 
an.i_^rece.ved   the    sSbmission^'^f 

20.-RouxviI,e  occupied  by  Major  Cum- 
21.-Smithfield      occupied     by     British 

^^■~^'S  ""r  ^^"^^''^  "^^'''^  shot  near 
Bloemfontein. 

27.-General  Clements  occupied  Faure 

DSf^^r'  '"rf""  ^he'landSo  t 
J->tath  of  General  Joubert. 
29.-Action    at    Karree    Siding.      Boer 
position  taken.  ^  °^'^ 

^^HnT'"'    ^'""P""^     '^y     I^'-'-ibant's 
on      .^7°'  ,'  ""^'''"  Colonel  Dalgetv 
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CHAPTER    I 

THK    TURNINt;   OF   'llli;    llDl. 
Februixry  ;;,    lyoo. 

"  Storm,  strong  with  all  the  liittcr  heart  of  hate, 
Smote  England,  now  nineteen  liark  years  ai;o, 
As  when  the  tides  lull  wrath  in  seaward  tlow 
Smites  and  hears  back  llic  swiiiuner.      I'raiid  and  late 
Were  leagued  against  her  :   lear  was  fain  to  ])ratc 
Of  honour  in  dishonour,  pride  brought  low, 
And  humlileness  whence  holiness  must  grow, 
And  greatness  born  of  shame  to  be  so  great. 

The  winter  day  that  witheretl  luipe  and  {)ride 
Shines  now  triumphal  on  the  turning  tide 

That  sets  once  more  our  trust  in  freedom  free, 
That  leaves  a  ruthless  and  a  truthless  foe 
And  all  base  hopes  that  hailed  his  cause  laid  low, 

And  England's  name  a  light  on  land  and  sea.'' 

— .Vl.c.i-.KNON-   Chani.i,-,   S\vim:i'i;m;. 

THE    VOTE    OF    CENSURE 

THE  terrible  events  of  the  month  of  December  hail  prodticeil 
:i  disquieihig  effect  upon  the  public  mind.  Airjtated  ques- 
tions were  asked  on  all  siibjfxts  connected  witii  ih(-  series 
of  catastrophes,  and  the  replies  were  so  unsatisfactory  that 
one  and  all  became  sensible  that  the  actions  of  tho.se  in 
power  were  not  suthciently  in  unison  with  public  .sentiment,  and 
even  the  keene.st  supporters  of  the  Gov(  rnment  numbly  e.xpcrienced 
a  loss  of  confidence  in  those  at  the  helm  It  was  felt  that  .some  one 
must  be  to  blame  for  the  miserable  condition  of  affairs,  the  hideous 
series  of  defeats  that  had  made  Great  Britain  an  object  of  ridicule 
on  the  Continent.  For  the  forwardin,!,^  of  our  troops  "in  driblets," 
tor  the  meffectiveness  of  our  rrims  in  comparison  with  Boer  weapons, 
tor  the  uselessne.ss  of  the  carbine  in  competition  with  the  Mauser, 
tor  the  scarcity  of  hor.es,  for  the  preparedness  c;f  the  But  rs,  for  the 
unpreparedness  of  the  Briti.sh,  for  the  under-estimation  of  the  strcnoth 
VOL.  IV.  ^  "^ 
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of «'  e  nm^j,  iincl  lor  many  ..tlu.T  ihin^'s  which  t.-nclcl  to  brinir  about 
?"     lati.    •  .    (hnustor.    various   ,n..,nl..T.s   of   the   Oovcrnin.-iu    were 
Uanu-  <    Mrses  .M   jncapaeity   w.t.-    I«;vdlc(l  at   the    S.-cntarv   of 

M.4U    lo.    War.   the   W  .f  Offk.-.  and   the   Cmunittcc  of  Xaiional 
A-t.-nce.      .   vrii  thr;  stoutest  Tories  vvcrc  found  d-'daimin-r  a-ainst 
the  att.tu.lc  of  Ictharry-thpiM.H-y.  ,r,m,.  said-adoptrd  by  tliose  in 
whose  hands  thr  fate  ol  the  nati..n  n  .ted.      Mr.   Halfour.  in  certain 
spcnches  somevvha(    .H-advisedly  dehvered  at  a  critical  moment    Im.I 
contrived  ahnost  to  wound  per^ple  who  were  already  deeplv  wouniled 
by    ('im.hatP.n  and  anxiety.     I  lis  mood  had  n.H  been  in'  sympathy 
Willi   tfW!   pubhc    mood.      He  had  endeavoured    to    brush   away   the 
.stem  problems  facin-  him  by  minimisin<r  their  seriousness,  by  a'ffect- 
ni-  to  beli.:ve  that  the  ('.oycTiunent  was,  like  Caesar's  wife.  bey.. n,l 
reproach.      llis  attitude  implied  th.u  the  Cabinet  could  d<,  no  wmn- 
and  that  tli<-  misfortunes  and  errors  (if  errors  there  were)  were  due  in 
a  concatenation  of  circumst.mces  for  which  n.  iilur  the  Government 
at  homo    nor  the  jrener.ds   abroad  could   be   helil    responsiblr       In 
conscciuence  of  this  attitude,  on  one  side   Mr.    Halfour  was  blamed 
on  another.  Mr   Ch.imberlain.      The  Colonial  .Secntary  was  accusc-d 
.)!   the  policy  of  "bluffin.^r  uith  a  weak  hand."  while  the  Cliana-llor 
ol  tlie  J'.xHiequer,  as  was  inevitable.  cam(-  in  for  his  share  of  obloquy 
It  was  Ibr  cheeseparin,tr  principle  that  was  at  the  bottom  of  it  all  • 
cheeseparm-  and   red-tape   wc-re-  responsible  lor  debility  and  diTiy 
ot    all    kinds,    and    political    inertia    had    und.Hibtedly   ^pelt   defeat 
Ihc  clamour  was  reasonable  and  just.      It  was   fdt' that  prudence 
and  encr-y  .should  have  served  as  fuel  to  stoke  the  en-ine  I.f  public 
ailairs,  not  as  a  brake  to  be  put  on  in  the  face  of  dis/ister.      On   all 
Iiands  the  public  of  one  consent  eried  for  a  new  broom  and  "a  <rreat 
co-ordinatin-  -uidin.<,r  mind,"  and  the  universal   clamour  awoke  the 
Uovernnient  to  a  consciousn(^ss  that  there   arc  times   and  .seasons 
in  the  history  of  nations  when  party  recriminations  and  crystallised 
party  etuiuette  must  -ive  %vay  before  the  stress  of  a  crreat  national 
necd-the  need  to  preserve  at  all  costs  the  honour  and  the  reputation 
ot  tiie  I'.mpire  in  face  of  the  whole  world. 

Accordingly,  the  openin.i,^  debate  of  the  Session  was  one  which 
cannot  be  passed  over.  The  Oueen's  Speech  struck  a  note  of  de- 
cibion  that  was  at  once  comfortin.<r  and  in  sympathy  with  her  people. 
1  hus  It  ran  :  "  I  have  witnessed  with  pride  and  the  lieartiest  crrati- 
hcation  the  patriotism.  ea<,rerness.  and  spontaneous  loyalty  with  which 
my  subjects  in  all  parts  of  mv  domini.ms  have  .•'.^'.  i.,,.wird  to 
share  m  the  common  defence  of  their  Imperial  uuciests.  I  am 
confident  that  I  shall  not  look  to  them  in  vain  when  I  exhort  them 
to  sustain  and  renew  their  exertions  until  they  have  brouc^ht  tliis 
strugxrV^  for  the  maintenance  of  the  b:mnire  and  the  assertion  of  its 
sui)rei     cy  m  South  Africa  to  a  victorious  conclusion." 


The    \  otc   of  Censure 

""■  '••"■'  "'  K'niixrNy  ( (.mniciitcd  m  the  i^^rnonuirr  of  tlm 
J.nvcrnm.-nt  rc<;arcli,;  ■  tlu;  .uiliiary  pn  ;..ir;i' ^uis  that  lor  years  hail 
l«:'.'n  Konik'  on  m  thv:  Ininsvaal.  and  ..aiulKcd  in  criticisnis  uhiih 
niiul  t  hav<-  been  \v(  i-hty  had  his  hearers  not  Ixvti  tiikhd  \n  ih,- 
straii-e  irony  of  fif  uhich  converted  into  critic  one  of  ih,  uniliors 
nt  the  hnnuhatin-  drama  uhi.h  had  been  left  to  shape  itself  from 
the  thsastroiis  .\v<7/<7  ..f  (SSi.  ' 

To  tiiese  criticisms  tlie   IVimc   Minister     somewhat  Woken    hv 
domestic  bereavement  -off,.,    ,1   but   a  weak   and   depressing   r.ply 
Mow.     he  askcil,  m   re.t,Mrd  to  the   Hoer  preparations,  "could   tlic 
y  lovernment  know  what  was  ^ohv^  on?  " 

"I  l)clicvr,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  tlu.iigli  tliis  must  not  be  taken  as  oflirial  tint 

tiic  guns  were  generally  introduced  in  the  boilers  of  locomotives,  an.l  tiia't  the 

numtions  ol   war  were  introduced  in  piano-cases  and  tubs.     H.     ve     a  1     o 

:;  \vw;-  ;'i,d?.  r V"  '""^^ ''  '■"'""'^'  ^^''■'''  """^'''-"'  "'■  --  wc;;  IJ^ 

T-msv-nl  i     J     "     ""  '"^Tm  "'  •^"•'^■•^''•^'"W  "'-'■-   i'-'P-,  tation   into  ti,c 

cou  trv  t hnf  nl     I      i'^''^'  '■^'"'''!"'^'''''''=  peculiarity  of  the  p.d.lic  opinion  of  tl.is 

ou   tr>  that  peopk-  always  dcs.rc  to  cat  tlieir  rake  and  bave  it.     Tliev  reinin^ 

rry  much  wuh  a  sp.r.t  of  co„,,,laccu<-y  that  we  bave  a  vo,  v  s.uall  Secra  Su      ■  ■ 

i(bn/i  '';.';;.?;;;;;  ? '  "■•'•^•^■v''' "■"-■>• "'-'  -"->« ^■^-  n- y-u  want  nnub 

ormation  y.u  tunst  give  much  money;  if  you  give  littl.    moiu'y  you  will  i-,  t 
hie  information  ;    and  considering  the  enormous  sums     Jiicl,\  c   .n     t  U 

uas  told  en  b,«l    .hplomatic  authority  has  been  /.Soo,ooo  in  one  vcir— nn  I 

-.mpann,.  this  w,th  the-  ludicrously  small  sums  ..lilch  have  f  ■,  a ""x^nt     „n,h n 

:     .^vn    r"  '"•''^""''">-  -^P^""  ''.v  ••-■'fe^'i^l'  Governments,  it  i^    nipisnl  Ic  i 

"t    S  te     f'rrT!'"''.  ^;'- "''  "■'-•  ""'''^'  ^•'^'■'  ^'-■^■■"storeg.  d'asancc  .s  ay 
attribute  of  Her  Majesty's  Clovenimeiit."  "^-.v-ssaiy 

Further  on  lie  said  : 

"We  must  all  join  together  to  exercise  all  the  power  that  ^^  e  can  mvc  in 
'i^e.l      Mn       "    '  ^  ',  ^  '^'^  "°'  ^'•■''''  ""^  ''•'^"S'^'-  '"'ly  not  bo     asilv  exa-c- 

.-.ction  or .-,11  our  s,a,os,"c„."        '""  ''"""'  "''"''  P''"^  "Pedicncj  1.  ,s  on  the 
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Minister's  sp(!(:cli,  which  in.icU;  it  h.ird  for  "the  man  in  the  street" 
to  support  the  policy  of  the  Ciovernment. 

'rh(;  country,  he  insisted,  had  a  ri_L,dit  to  know  if  there  was  ade- 
quate; information  t^iven  to  the  (i(j\(.;rnmcnt  before  the  crisis  of  tlie 
IVansvaal  attair,  or  (jven  sutficient  to  guide  them  in  their  diplomacy 
or  their  nci^Diiation.  "  That  is  a  point  which  the  nation  will  insist  on 
knowiniLj;-.  wheth(jr  in  this  House,  or  the  other.  If  you  had  not  suffi- 
cient information,  dismiss  your  Intelligence  Department,  dismiss  Mr. 
Conyni^liam  (ireene  and  your  consular  aijents  wherever  they  had 
touch  with  this  matter — at  Lourenc^o  Marques  or  elsewhere.  If  you 
did  know  of  it,  y(ju  have  a  heavy  responsibility  to  bear.  The  nobU; 
Mar([uis  asks,  'Mow  could  we  see  through  a  deal  board?'  I 
suj)pos(;  he  uKjant  by  that  to  allude  to  the  pianoforte  cases  in  which, 
with  more  kncjwletlge  than  he  gave  himself  credit  for,  he  unofficially 
states  tliat  the  ammunition  was  brought  into  Pretoria." 

Passing  on  to  the  (juestion  of  Secret  Service  money,  he  declared 
that  the  (joxcrnment  was  in  possession  of  a  very  commanding  majo- 
rity in  the  House,  and  that  if  they  had  the  res])onsibility  of  Govern- 
ment they  were  bound  to  ask  for  what  funds,  whether  Secret  Service 
or  other,  whicii  they  might  think  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the 
Empire. 

"They  cannot,"  he  pursued,  "devolve  that  responsibility  on  others  by  speaking 
of  the  working  of  the  British  Constitution.  I  ask  noble  Lords  to  analyse  the 
speech  of  tlie  noble  Marquis,  which  is  still  ringing  in  their  ears.  It  is  tiie 
speech  of  a  Minister  explaining  a  disastrous  position.  He  practically  has  only 
given  two  explanations  of  that  situation.  They  are,  first,  that  the  Government 
had  not  enoui^li  .Secret  Service  money  to  obtain  information,  and,  secondh',  the 
mysterious  working  of  the  British  Constitution.  I  suppose  that  there  are 
foreign  representatives  in  the  ga'lery  listening  to  this  debate,  and  I  suppose 
that  the  speech  of  the  Prime  Minister  will  be  flashed  to-night  all  over  Europe, 
and  luiropc,  which  is  watching  with  a  keen  and  not  a  benevolent  interest  the 
proceedings  of  our  armies  in  South  Africa,  will  learn  that  the  causes  of  our 
disasters  are  one  avoidable  and  the  other  inevitable.  The  avoidable  one  is  the 
inadiquate  amount  of  the  Si'crct  Service  Fiuid,  and  the  inevitable  one  the 
secular  workiiiLi'  of  the  British  Constitution." 


Leasing  the  question  of  impreparedncss,  he  came  to  the  great 
paint,  and  asked  what  the  Government  intended  to  do. 

"  There  is  a  paragraph  in  the  Queen's  Speech  which  I  rejoice  to  see,  of  a 
somewhat  didactic  character  in  its  first  sentence,  but  not  without  interest  in  its 
second.  '  Tlu;  experience  of  a  great  war  must  necessarily  afford  lessons  of  tlie 
greatest  importance  to  the  military  administration  of  the  country.  You  will 
not,  I  am  convinced,  shrink  from  any  outlay  that  may  be  required  to  place  our 
defensive  preparatirms  on  a  level  with  the  responsibilities  which  the  possession 
of  so  gi'eat  an  Emjiiic  has  laid  on  us.'  The  ne>ble  Marquis  made  no  reference 
to  t';:U  ]>aragianh,  except  to  sa\'  tli.it  he  d(jes  nut  think  we  shall  see  tompulsoiy 
service  in  the  life  of  the  youngest  peer  present.     I  do  not  affirm  or  question 
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tliat  proposition,  but  I  can  say  I  do  not  tliiiii<  it  is  so  immeasurably  remote  as 
tiic  nublc  Marquis  considers  tiiat  some  form  of  compuisorv  service  may  have  to 
be  introduced  to  meet  tiie  ^rowinf,^  exigencies  of  tlie  Km[)ire.  1  am  sure  tliat 
neitlier  from  tiiis  nor  from  any  otiier  sacrifice  will  tiie  nation  recoil  to  preserve 
the  i)redominance  of  our  Empire.  We  have  sent  away  iiom  our  island  a 
vast  mass  of  troops  whicii  usually  garrison  it.  Situated  as  we  are  in  the 
centre  of  a  universe  by  no  means  iricndly  to  us,  tliat  we  should  not  have  a 
hint  from  the  First  Minister  of  the  Crown  what  military  measures  the  Govern- 
ment propose  to  take  in  face  of  the  disasters  we  have  met  with,  and  what 
sacrifices  we  must  inevitably  be  called  on  to  make  to  redress  them,  is  one  of 
the  most  extraordinary  features  of  the  workin.^  of  the  IJritisli  Constitution  on 
which  the  noble  Mar(|uis  has  laid  such  great  stress.  I  agree  with  him 
in  saying  thai;  the  country  will  carry  this  thing  through.  "  It  will  carry 
it  through  in  spite  of  all  the  impediments,  both  of  men  and  of  methods,  that 
have  shackled  it  in  the  past ;  but  1  venture  to  say  that  it  will  have  to  be 
inspired  by  a  loftier  tone  and  by  a  truer  patriotism  than  we  have  heard  from 
the  Prime  Minister  to-night." 

Mr.  Haltour,  iii  the  House  of  Commons,  was  as  dampinj.,^  to 
popular  hopes  as  the  Prime  Minister  in  tlie  Ihjuse  of  L(hc]s. 
Rej^arding  the  all-import  int  subject  of  the  under-estimation  of 
the   Boer  strength,   he  somewhat  airily  said: 

"  It  will  be  asked.  How  comes  it,  then,  that  this  great  under-estimatc  of  the 
Boer  strength  was  made  if  we  knew  approximately  what  the  Boer  armaments 
were,  and  what  Boers  were  likely  to  take  the  field  ?  1  do  not  know  that  1  have 
g>t  any  very  satisfactory  answer  to  give  to  that  cjucstion.  It  is  a  purely  and 
strictly  military  problem,  and,  as  history  shows,  it  is  a  kind  of  problem  very 
difficult  to  answer  satisfactorily.  You  can  gauge  the  military  strength  of  a 
Kuropcan  nation  with  a  fixed  army,  with  all  their  modern  military  apparatus,  and 
with  all  their  military  statistics  at  your  disposal;  but  when  you  come  to  pro- 
blems of  States  whose  military  organisation  is  not  of  that  elaborate  kind, 
great  mistakes  have  been  made  in  the  past,  and  I  doubt  not  great  mistakes 
will  be  made  in  the  future.  They  certainly  have  been  made  bv  almost 
every  military  nation  of  whom  we  have  any  record.  But  if  this  is  regarded  as 
an  attack  upon  the  military  experts  of  the  War  C^flice,  it  is  surelv  an  unfair 
attack,  because  soldiers,  who  are  not  especiallv  given  to  agreeing  with  one 
another,  were  absolutely  unanimous  upon  this  point.  I  do  not  believe  you  will 
be  able  to  quote  the  opinion  of  a  single  soldier  of  any  position  whatever,  or  of 
no  position,  delivered  before,  say,  July  31  or  August  31  last,  indicating  any 
opinion  which  will  show  that  the  force  which  we  in  the 'first  instance  sent  out 
^^■inM  not  be  amply  sufficient,  or  more  than  amply  sufficient,  for  all  purposes. 
(Cries  of  -What  about  Butler  ?  ")  The  right  hon.  gentlemen  put  a  question  to 
me  about  Sir  W.  Butler.  We  had  not  the  slightest  trace  at  the  Wat^  ()ffi<-e  in 
any  communication,  public,  semi-public,  or  private-no  communication  of  any 
•sort,  kind,  or  description,  which  indicated  that  in  Sir  W.  liutler's  opinion  the 
force  we  sent,  out  was  not  suflicient-I  was  going  to  say  doubly  suflicient-for 
any  work  that  it  might  be  called  upon  to  perform." 

Indeed,  the  whole  tenor  of  the  speech  was  ocn,(T;i!!v  rr"arded 
as  unsatisfactory  and  dispiriting.  It  was  felt  that.'as  l.crc'l  RcJsebery 
expressed  it,  the  Government   mu.st   be  left  to   "muddle  through'' 
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somehow.  People  who  hun-  anxiously  on  the  lips  of  the  Govern- 
ment tc,r  cletinite  statements  reyardin.^r  future  resolute  action  were 
disappointed,  and  waited  wearily  the  conclusion  of  the  debate 

bet^^'<^^  h!""^  'l  ^'',  ^'^"■'"'  ^^'''^"  ^'''"^^  ^''■^"'■''^'■^  comparisons 
of  a^dllery^hcl^s^id:'  ""'  "^""^  ^""P^"^"^'      ''^  ^^^^^^^^  '^  ^'^  ^^'^ 

"All  our  generals  had  told  us  that  direct  artillery  fire  had  failed  a-^ainst  the 

^"w^ui^'b^hildv^o/V-'*^"^  '"°""  '^'-  >'^^'^  P-^"-^  d;;cS"Sl  o' 
me  vvould  be  hkeiy  to  fail  against  strong  entrenchments;  yet  we  sent  tuentv 

one  battenes  of  held-art,llery  to  South  Africa  before  tlie  first  one  of    he    lee 

ow,  zer  batteries  was  despatched.      It  was  one  of  the  strongest  charges  v      ch 

he  and    others  had   brought   against  the  War  Office  for  some  years    thaou 

world '''?/"'■'  ^'^'^  "'^^'^'"^  "■'^"  field-artillery  than  any  other  a  my  .  the 
world.  It  was  not  even  comparable  with  the  field-artillery'of  Switzerland  and 
Roumania.  In  regard  to  our  guns,  the  Leader  of  the  ifouse  ha  1  sTatcd  in  a 
speech  at  M.anchester  that  we  had  guns  in  South  Africa  sufI  d  nt  fo>  th  ee 
ay  corps  of  regular  troops.  I  le  should  like  to  know  on  whose  an  1  o  ity  he 
xiL  r  H'"!''^"^''^"  ...ade  that  statement.  The  first  force  sent  to  sCth 
Ah.ca  from  India  was  supplied  with  guns,  not  on  that  scale,  but  still  ,n  fa     v 

Hu  er  fell  altogether  short  of  even  the  scale  adopted  for  the  Indian  Contin-ent 

IS  lespect  We  had  not  even  now  got  artillery  on  anything  like  the  scale 
ad  down  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  and  we  could  not  lurve  it  i  ^C  'l, 
Ah  ica  because  we  had  not  got  it  in  the  world.  In  these  ciremnsta  ices 
he  could  only  characterise  the  statement  of  the  Loader  of  the  House  a  e,  i'  ■  V 
e  loneous  and  misleading,  and  altogether  a  blunder.  Wid,  regard  o  the 
atteries  u-hich  were  even  now  being  sent  out,  many  of  them  wxrc  n lanne  1 
by  leservis^ts  and  by  garrison  artillerymen,  who  had  had  no  experience  in  "he 
handling  of  modern  field-guns."  ^  --i.Luee  in  uie 

Proceeding-  to  the  question  of  lack  of  cavalr\-,  he  arc^ucd  : 

.J'v^f'J^^'''!^  to  cavalry  as  with  regard  to  artillery,  the  first  force  was  well 
supplied  but  the  forces  of  Lord  Methuen  and  General  Buller  we  e  vcr' 
deficient  in  that  respect.  In  that  connection  the  First  Lord  had  made  af, 
.tack  on  the  critics  of  tlie  War  Office.  He  said  they  had  not  seen,  of  they 
ad  seen  had  not  insisted  on,  a  novel  fact  in  the  present  war,  name  v  that  hv 
the  f^rst  time  in  the  history  of  the  world  they  had  seei'i  an  tmy  om- 
posed  entirely  o  n.ounted  nfantry.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  oi  y 
to  read  Sir  Wdham  Ikitler's  'Life  of  General  CoIIcnV  where  he  would 
md  very  marked  attention  drawn  to  that  matter.    As  to  the  Defence  Committee 

L      If^    r;    '  °^  '""''  'r''  "S''^  ''""•  g^"^'-'"an  was  a  member,  though  he 
niself  had  been  spoken  of  as  the  author  of  that  bo.lv,  he  must  admit  tliat  it 

on  fri  wi  n  r''t'  "n'i"'''^  after  a  correspondence  in  which  he  himself,  his 
hon.  fiiend  (Mi.  Arnold  Losterj,  and  Mr.  Spenser  Wilkinson  took  part,  and  it 
was  not  new  to  the  present  Government.  It  was  instituted  in  the  time  i  Lord 
Ivoseberys  Government  as  a  Committee  of  the  Cabinet,  but  it  had  been  pro- 
c  aimed  to  the  world  in  the  time  of  the  present  Government.  I  liTd 
failed  on  account  of  the  slackness  of  those  who  attended  tlie  delibcratiuiis 
of  the  Committee.     It  had  not  been   worked  as  the  authors  of  the  proposal 
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thoi-ght  it  miRlu  liave  been  worked  in  tl,c  interests  of  the  Empire  Tl,e 
Com.na  ee  ought  t.  have  ioreseen  tiiese  diflicuities  with  re.pect  to  mounted 
men;  they  were  foreseen  by  nulitary  men.  Though  ,,olitical  2i  e  e  ces 
occurred  between  Sir  A.  Miiner  and  Sir  W.  Butler    S^r    \     Mil  1-  f^ 

General  Hutler  on  the  nnhtary  aspect  of  the  sSiol^'aiui  u^arBuller' 
opm.ons  were  known    to  the  Government,  or  siiould   h'ave  been  u      were 

.nown    to  S.r  A.  Mdner  at  any  rate    and    were  m,t  concealed   by        „'  vd C! 
he  was  n,    Ins  country  a  year  ago.     According  to  his  (Sir  C.  Dilkc^s        f,    n ' 
t.on,  winch    reached   him   immediately  after  the  staten.ent   had   be.  c     o 

S n    A.  Mdner,    General    S,r  W.    Hutler    declared    that  60,000  nJn   w      d   be 

eqnrcd  n>  Cape  Co  ony  and  25,000  men  in  Natal.  Leaving  tl  ^t,  ho  e^^^^^^^ 
^  hat  was  the  attitude  of   the  Cabinet  with    regard   to  the  need  for  cnv-d  v  ^ 

I.ey  telegraphed  to  the  Colonies  to  refuse%K.unted  men  Thcv  avc 
tiieir  reasons  ni  the  telegram  of  October  v  'In  view  of  ,1,  "  ^ 
a^cady  available,  infantry ^lost  and  cavalry  d.  sei-vic:^:^ '  Q  1^;:::;^ 
16  hey  telegraphed  to  the  Colonies,  'Mounted  men  preferred'  \hc  J\ 
he  OSS  o  l„e  that  bad  taken  place,  and  the  nionths  of^hecls  and 'il  erse 
they  had  discovered  what  competent  soldiers  had  discovcre.l  belu le  he  war' 
aud   mu.t  have  told    them,   that  mounted  men  were  esscnti-,     for    ,  ' 

of  this  kind."  essential  for  a  campaign 

In    rq,ly.  the  r.uler- .Secretary  of  State  lor  War  made  the   first 

dhn.^anci  aj.p.site    .statement   which    l,ad    bee,,    furnishe:i    loV  he 

-vertiment   ckmn,^.  the    course   of  the    proceed i„^.s.      Hi         'w 

tint,  was  stra.o-htiorwardness  itself      Thou^l;  inerei;  the  n  ou  In  i^' 

o    the  U,vcnHnent,  Mr.   U'y.Klha.n  ,ave  Ctte,-a.tce^o  1        .  l^^^^; 

"^x     and  ^vel  V'  '^"^^'-^'^'^  ''"^'^^^^''^'^   th rot,. ho.;;" he 

i>ro;;"nc;^n;;;:^^vl  "a-r-'^  ^^  ^^-^^^  ^^^^•^'>-  '^^  --^=  ^^  '-^'^-^ 

thank  riea^^^iV  .^d  no    o  c^rr  d      In  '''"'^  "*'  '''"  ^'^^'^  '^"••^''  ^^-^^ 

not  sufficient  I     UrrLTSn-  w   iTl'       "''""  "'"''f  '^'''  ^"'"'  ^^'  '''"->  '^^ 
Methucn   was   hu  ried  o  f  to    h?  O  '.V     "'"'^'^"  '"cniembered  that  Lord 

arrived  on   the   fmmtr    ./'^fe w^/d"  ftha  I'the'c  '  "^  '  """^'"  '^'"  '''''''  ''^ 
French    frontier,    and    he    ind    not    uiM  '"""''?"    ''™^'  '''^'''^^'^'^    '''^ 

diverted  for  the  ix.li"o    I  adirLml^  "    '''''^'^''    ''^'''^'    ''^^    '^^''=" 

Nicholson's  Nek  th,ee°  ,,  /e  ir        ,'?    u  ''"'T'"';     ^^"  '^'^  "■°'-'-'^^  ^^'^^ 

been  asked  for,  a-,;  W.M;:::;::::;^X:i"^;i/r-  i^lr^f  "'^'T  Y 

Stormberg  and^'^S^rsfo^ir^?  tli^^.S'"  t^  c'f'  ''  S^  '^'^''^^  ^' 
s.xth  division  was  ordered  to  emba  k  w^ti^out  nnv  '^^     .^ ''^''^^^'P""    the 


The  Transvaal  War 


800O  mounted  irregulars  from  tlii.s  country.  Lord  Landsownc  replied  that  the 
seventh  division  would  embark  on  January  4,  which  it  did.  Next  dav  the 
hrst  step  was  taken  in  connection  with  the  raising  uf  the  Imperial  Yeom'anry 
and  vohmtcers  were  invited  to  come  forward  in  order  to  fill  the  places  left 
vacant  by  the  raising  from  each  battalion  of  one  company  of  mounted  infantrv 
Die  patriotism  of  ihc  Militia  was  also  appealed  to,  and  fourteen  battalions 
were  now  servmg  in  South  Africa,  while  others  were  on  the  way  A  great 
military  authority  once  said,  'When  a  battalion  is  asked  for,  send  a  brigade.' 
I  hat  had  been  the  course  pursued  by  Lord  Landsownc." 

_     In  regard  to  the  number  of  our  <^uns,  Mr.  Wyndham  continued 
his  artrunient  m  the  followin'r  terms  :-— 


-       "  -      -■       -■■-■-      jw     .,,^,j,,^     iicimi     guns,     iillU     111 

addition  to  these  there  were  36  5-mch  howitzers  carrying  a  heavy  shell  charged 
with  50  lbs.  of  lyddite,  in  all  1 10  guns,  some  of  them  with  a  range  of  10  000 
yards,  and  all  capable  of  tlirowing  heavy  shells.  Besides  these  there  were  ^4 
horse-artillery  guns  and  234  field-artillery  guns,  in  all,  counting  the  howitzei^, 
324  guns  capable  of  accompanying  troops  in  the  field.  Including  the  two 
mountain  batteries,  there  were  altogether  410  guns  in  South  Africa,  without 
reckoning  the  guns  that  were  going  out  with  the  Volunteers  and  the  Colonials, 
which  would  bring  the  number  up  to  452." 

I  hen  takino^  the  subject  of  mounted  troops,  he  went  on  :— 

"  On  the  question  of  mounted  troops,  it  had  been  said  that  the  Government 
announce  1  to  the  world  their  conviction  that  unmounted  troops  were  the  kind 
of  troops  most  suitable  to  .South  African  warfare.  The  word  'mounted'  was 
never  used.  1  lowever,  he  would  not  insist  on  that,  but  he  did  think  that  those 
who  had  quoted  this  opinion  so  often  should  consider  when  they  were  used 
because  then  they  would  see  that  they  gave  no  indication  that  the' Government 
held  the  opinion  attributed  to  them.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  since  the  outbreak 
of  the  war  the  Government  iiad  sent  out  a  larger  proportion  of  mounted  troops 
than  was  usually  contemplated,  because  they  believed  that  mounted  troops  were 
especially  suited  to  go  to  Africa.  The  time  at  which  tlic  phrase  was  used  that 
inlantry  was  most  wanted  and  cavalry  least  wanted  was  on  October  3  before 
the  ultimatum  was  sent,  before  the  war  began,  and  at  a  time  when'sir  R. 
Jniller  was  satisfied  that  an  army  corps,  a  cavalry  division,  and  the  necessary 
troops  for  the  line  of  communication,  giving  50,000  men  in  addition  to  the 
25,000  already  in  South  Africa,  was  an  adequate  force.  When  the  question 
of  the  Colonial  Contingents  was  first  raised,  Queensland  offered  250  and  New 
Zealand  200  mounted  infantry,  and  the  108  New  South  Wales  Lancers  then  in 
tins  country  volunteered,  making  in  all  558  mounted  men.  No  specific  offer 
was  received  from  the  other  Colonies,  but  they  expressed  a  wish  that  they 
might  be  allowed  to  take  some  part  in  the  campaign.  He  thereon  consulted 
Sir  K.  Huller  as  to  the  number  that  should  be  asked  for  in  order  that  each 
Colony  might  be  represented  more  or  less  in  proportion  to  their  respective 
populations.  Sir  Redvers  stated  that  it  would  be  easier  to  give  the  Colonial 
troops  an  immediate  place  at  the  front  if  they  were  invited  to  contribute 
manageable  units  of  125   men   each.     If  the  original  offers   of  the  Colonics 
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had  been  accepted,  there  would  have  been  i^TS  nu.rc  nmnnted  n,e„  at  tl,e 
fro.,  at  an  ea.lier  date  when  no  one  cor.tcn.platcd  that  the  force  se  out 
would  be  nusuihcent  lur  us  task.  Tl,e  Colonial  J.egislatures  have  not  d  an^ed 
her  note  HI  consequence  of  the  disappoint.uents' and  reverses  "d  i.  ave 
been  experienced,  but  have  n.a.Jc  further  ,.ffers-an  e.xan,ple  winch  i-'ht  -el 
have  been  followed  nearer  h:.ne.  Altogether  ,l,ere  had  been  accep  e  n  n,  " 
Colonies  2075  urnnounted  and  467S  „,ounted  n>en.  The  proportion  o  mounted 
to  unnHuuncd  troops  .n  South  Afnca  at  lour  different  peno.lscTCe 
onguial  garnson,  7600  unnuunued  anci  cooo  n.ounted  ;  on  October  g  U  e  chv 
of  the  ultnnatum.  ,..600  unmounted  and  3400  n.ounted  ;  on   Ian   arv  .    8-  S 

^:::::^:i  ini^sir;.::  i'";:;^,;  Sr^:"  hS  ;:!i --^  ;:;-'■'  ^r^ 
:u;\?^^^s:;-^;t.:s:'"--^^-''^'-'--^^ 

Sir  luKv.irc!  Circy  said  : — 

"He  was  giving  the  right  ho...  gentleman  some  instances  of  the  value  of 

the  support  f.om  h.s  s.de.     The  primary  object  of  the  policy  wh.cl    had  e^ded 

n  the  war  was  not  to  d.-.ve  the  Bocs  ho.,,  B,itish  terr  torv   a      hey  vte  not 

Y"   "•     /'"^  P''"';'>'-y  object  was  not  to  pla.,t  the  Briii  h  Ha,^  It  l4torh 

a.,d  Johanncsbuig.      I  hese  two  things  mhWit  be  the  rr^nlt  r  r    1  .    .? 

were  ,.ot  the  primary  ol^ects  of  the  Govenln.nn  Hi    ^    n  e'  1^  S'whL    'h^ 

msmmmmm 

v^^uW  have  ".pilrt."  "  '"'  '°  ''  ^'^"""''  ^"^  ^°  '^^^'  ^^^  "-  GoUrnment 

On  the  3rJ  of  February  Mr.  Bryce  expre.ssed  his  opini(.ns       He 
affectec    t„  d.sheheve  that  there  had  been  anv  1  )utch  co.ts   iracy    o 

^Vt      ^'\^1:  'T  ^"'"^'  ^'^■^^^'  ^^"^^  ^"'-^^--'  that.iw  ^    o 
e  Slo'     ",  ""■^"""""    "  '^'''  --"^---^t  of  t.egotiatb„s. 
tiic  n  c(  k  l,ocr  had  no  resource  but  to  prepare  for  war 

spcuv^ibiHJv'of  2  7'"''""'  '^'''-  -'■'"■'^>'  ^'^  ^'^'^  ^'^^'^'^'""  ^'"^'  ^'^e  re- 
sponsibility  of  the  Government  m  mussr.      The  Cabinet    he  fle-rirl,.,! 

must  stand  or  lall   together.      The  Admiraltv.  in    u^cept.ui,,        n  ^ 
^iZ  ::^cZ:i;,  lo^;;;^e^    ""'^^^^    enthusiastically   on    the 

that  that  un.tiuted  loyalty  and   that  unstinted  generosity  ,s  to  son.e  exrem 
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together  all  the  lb  c.  e      „    h  e  t     I  "'"''  '"""""'  "'"  ^"•^■•'  '''"-'  ^-^'-•'- 

Supposiiu.  there  shoni,     .r    '  '         ^",  .'^',"'»   '^  ^o  'i  -successful  co.u-lusion  ? 

tlJLvem,  e   t\  In     vouci  tll^^^'^  ulnch  eould  he  called  a  ha<l  division  lor 

They  would  ;.,.\v"''u  e'  s  ""'  T  ,"''  'T''^  ^''^^'^  ''"'  '"^•-'""  '"-">• 
Governnu-nt-  Th[^i,  ,e  J ;  ,  n  T^  '"  '';:".''''S"'y  ^"ul  weakeuing  the 
not  .uecess   d    suxep  u^.u-''  -  V     ,'  ^'''7  T  "■'"  '^'"^  ^''■""•''«-'-      I''  tl.c  war  is 

the  ar.  of  the  -^^:^:L::r::::; :;;:^zz^''T^ ^^^^^^   t 

bad  drea„.-au  interlucl^^b;;:  ,  '  ^  ^.^  nic'  u  ^de  "J-  t^  '  ' '"''^'r"^--^ 
tew  weeks  ai,^.  a.id  the  patriotie  ift     uir,.  i  .  ''"-''^^'  f^'^'^'cmeu  a 

when  this  dehate  clu  cs       11  ov  hn   .  T   ,'  ''"f^"  ''"   "'''^>'  '"°^  '""^'-"'i  ^o 

petU-enticis,:s';l;  uiuc  h  u^;  ^  ^a  "t.td  '  Uv""  I;"'""''"'  ^''^"  ^•- 
nation  for  the  work  that  ln<,  fo  h7  I  ',  ,       ''   .  ^^ ''  ■"■^'  '''^'  trustees  of  the 

and  so  Ion,,  as  we  re  eiv^  r  t  i  ''  'n'- '"'  ^^■"'  "'''P"'"^  "^'  ^  ''^''''^ve  ; 

leccive  that  support,  God  wdhn-   we  will  fulfil  our  task." 


^ir  h.  Clarke,  amoiv'-  other  thin 


.L!s,  said  : — 


two  HcpuMic,  >vouM  comnd  us  ,r.n        ""■■,"'""'J-      1 1»  •■■""cNalio,,  of  il,c 
militarv  e.|„,„|  ,°  'e  "7?„  '    ,^    "/  ■'"■"'"*  "•"''<■';  °">-  "I'-cady  enormous 

Views,  which  were   sin<r,,l„-    .„  i        '    •    ,  °  °^^"^'^  ^^  P^'^-'ss  his  own 

nous..      lie  only   nTe\S  'th       ^l''  "' •""'    ^''^''^"''   ""   "'''''  ^^^^^^  ^^  the 

Ministers  ni\." t^f  SI 'tl    n    dveT'S  "''"^   T-  l"^''  "^""'  ^"^'   ^'"^^ 

irrcat  a  sacr  firr       W  i  ; i     .    ^'"^"'^^^^^^  ^o  a  course  which  would  involve  so 

who  must  he  assc'ci  Ueci  uTlh Tl  o     /  V  f"''  "'"  °"'^'"  '"  '"^^"th  Africa. 

s^'Si-^'sr,£ls4FF?Trf^^ 

t...   iK.es  of   communication  and  action  n.  South  Africa  were  in  the  hands 

lO 
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The   Vote  of  Censure 

of  the  Colonial  Secretary  a,ul  Sir  A.  Milner.  I  le  ha.i  not  a  word  to  say  about 
the  honesty  <,f  these  tw.  gentlemen  ;  but  if,  for  a  fcyy  weeks  or  a  few  n.o  hs 
m  t  us  grave  national  crisis  and  time  of  deep  a.uiety.  others  could  takc^theh' 
places-if  the  Prime  Muuster  himself  would  take  under  his  own  co  tml  ,e 
communications  of  the  Colonial  Ollice  with  South  Alrica.  and  if  Lord  R  ebe  ^ 
would  give  his  services  to  the  country,  and  go  out  to  South  Africa  o  a  s  '  n 
H  solution  of   the  difficulties,  it  would  be  a  Sacrifice  not  too  g  e  t  to  a;k  e  e 

uZm  'T,?f '.""vir"? "''  '"*'"'  ""• '"  "'"'•'•  ^''^'  -•""-•  --''i  -  ve'; 

lb    1  .    ,  ■        1  ''T'    ''''',"-'  "''"^   ""'  -'^'"^  '"  "'^''^^'  -'^  ^'^ntroversial  speech 

d  d  not  t  link  he  had.      If  he  had.  it  had  been  with  no  intention  of  personal 

attack  or  party  buteine.s.  but  with  the  deep  conviction  that  in  decidinro.i      c 

fbhl"?;-"'  r'"\^^'"r''  ';'.'''■•''"-■'>'  '"-'J  to  deal  we  had  to  coi.s.der  n     'Lnl y  Z 
things  of  to-day  but  the  things  of  the  future."  '^ 

Mr.    Chanihcrluin's    speech    on    the    5th    ni'    l-'cbruarv    was    an 
advance  (,n  i„nner  procc'cch-nt^s.      .Sir  William    llarcourt  dilated  ,m 

ua    pa.Md   t  lu,.  oallantry  o    the  tn.ops,  a.ul  hlam.d  th,.  (  ;..v' .rn- 
mcn     Or  l.nn,r  ],.,    i ,.  Uk,-  opinions  of  the  authors  of  the    la,n<son 

.>utU'-u;;:^^a;:v;;:v^':-:--;--.-^^^^ 

said  we  were  forgetful  of  the  need  for  n,ountcd  men.      U'e^have"  beaHncreas 

III  conclusion, he  said  : 

wa^ltiSr^lii- rent'irr;^  thn^^^^-fr^'  ^"  ""'""'^'  ^^^''  '"  '^^  °-" 
respect  oneanotlicr.  I  earrgreat  de'd  i  ?T,'  "■'''  '"'''  ''"""  '^''^■""^''  '^ 
after  the  war,  but  I  hone  I  an   nT.t  L  J'''  •'^"""°'^'ty  which  will  remain 

in  it.  When'  ma  te  ave  sett  ed  bwn  "S"'"  ''''"']  '  '^'  ''''''  ^  ""^  "°'  '-"-''^ 
the  white  races,  I  bcheve  that  bo   ,  v?         ^^''^"^^nal  rights  are  assured  to  boll, 

and  prosperity:     ^Wl  S:  ^^ar^     Sg^ouU  ^J  ^K^s '•/"^'^^   '''''^ 

iij,  uui  uiL  weak  spots  in  our  armour. 
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and  try.ng  to  remedy  them.     We  are  li.uiiny  cut  tl,e  infi.me  potential  resource, 
fustlcc."  "  "'  ""■  '■'""  ""'^''  "•'"  '"^^'''•■''^'3'  "..ke  lor  peace]  liber;',  al.d 

On  the  fcllowin.r  ni^^ln   Mr.   Asquith,  „n   Tallcvrands  nrinciple 
-tt    speech  ,s^.,vcn  us  to  hide  our  th.n,,rlns-clilat,-d  inte  estinily 
on  the  pos.tion,  h.s  sympathies  oscillatint,^  between  the  Opposition 
the  Governnjent.  and   Mr.    Kru,,.,.r.     Sir   1  lenrv  Caniphel     Ha    ,     1 
man  dcdared   u   to  he  the  duty  of   the  Opp.,sition   to  p  e  rd 

the  conspir.ic)  ,(   the  Cape    Dutch  was  a  chimera,  and  went  so  far 
South    xP"'."^"'  '''•^-■"  '-^"'  '"''■■^■"■>-  -^^'ix-cnacv  was  asserted   in 

^/w^^C^. .      baid  he  :       Provid<-d  that  our  territories  are  free  and  our 
mditary  supremacy  asserted,  what  matters  it  at  wiutt  time  o    w   a 
place  a  settlement  is  arrived  at  .^  " 

In  his  reply  M,-.  Halfour  distinnuished  himself.  He  said  tint  it 
was  d..scovered  that  the  War  Office  has  more  than  ful.r.led  its  re - 
mises,  and  appealed  to  the  metnbers  of  the  Opposit.o.  who  sym- 
pathised wtth  the  justice  of  the  war  to  rellect  bc-tore  votin.  or  Vhe 
amendmetu.      u  was  necessary  to  help  the  soldiers  at  the ^W  by 

tha  every  hostile  vote  mi.<iht  induce  or  encouraL,re  our  opponents  to 
prolon-  the  contest.     He  concluded  by  savina  -^  ^  ^ 

^f  p' h'"  ^^'^^  contemplate  with  equanimity  that  tiicir  first  action  in  a  session 
of  Parliament  meeting  under  such  circun.stances  .hould  be  a  uxakVninVof  ne 
Government,  whose  hands  they  profess  to  desire  .>  .trengti/Jn^who  c  hands  5 
':  ted  S  'urr'-;'"/"  ''^,  stren,then-in  every  succeeding  :pe,"tio  con- 
nected with  th  s  war?  Can  they  contemplate  with  equanimitv  the  rcnection 
that  possibly  their  votes  may  lengthen  the  war,  and,  by  lei  gthenL  t  r  nv 
In'S^L  tf'-'"^:'  ^r'  °','°"^^^  "•'"'  ^^■'^■■'^'>  -^  -^  already  t^oo"n,!iaV"'Yf 
phcation  one  fraction  of  a  chance  that  an  unnecessary  life  may  be  lost  or  a 
family  thrown  into  mourning,  can  they  easily  reconcile  that  wUh  their  ditv 
r^v  VJ'"""^"  principles  and  to  that  country  of  which    1  e^  a  e       belfeve 

o  evl^y  V;Sen.?,-"'.  "V"'^  ^'?^  °'"  ^'^^  ' ' '"^<^  '  '  think^tL'a  viola  i^.' 
oi    ever3    Farhamentary  tradition   that   men  who  desire    to   kcer^  in   effirr   n 

S::rn;;;:n;  td"  hir^'"  '^"  ^"""'"'^"^  ^^■'"^"'  -^  '^--''  -'> '- "  -'^^.a 

mmorit     aenin  t   t  1  V      "  '''''''^'y'''  ^^''^O'  patriotic  instinct  to  vote   in  a 
uSr.n,^      r  r        Government.     The  size  of  that  minority  will  aftect  the 
h^nr  .1     '  °^  .European  policy,  the  whole  course  of  the  war.^    I  have  s  .  ed 
the  problem  as  it  presents  itself  to  my  mind.     I  know  that  you  a  e  men  of 
conseience  and  honour,  and  I  must  leave  it  to  yot,  to  decide   h'e  problem   eac° 
man  in  his  own  case  as  his  conscience  and  honour  dictate.     To  fhe  H^tise  a 
arge  I  can  only  make  one  appeal.     It  is  that  we,  who  are  the  representaUves  o 
he  country  may  rise  to  the  height  reached  by  those  whom  we  repre 'en      I  ask 
no  more,  and  I  can  ask  no  more,  of  the  llouJ  ti,an  th-  tlie    .honld  fmt.     f 
they  cannot  exceed,  the  courage,  steadfastness',  re^ol^tiotLf fil-mnelfL^id^; 
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The   Vote  oF  Censure 

ndvcrsity.  ami  the  calmness  of  temper  with  whah  our  rountrvn.cn  all  over  the 
wurl.i  have  dc  ,it  wuh  the  „•.,  .  ;.,»  in  its  e.uircly.  if  the  1  iuuse  o.  onu  „  ns 
.lo.  as  nu  doubt  hoy  u„l,  mmat.,  for  thry  ca.u.ot  Ixtler.  the  ro.uluet  ..t  1.  "e 
who  have  sent  then,  here,  then  who  can  doubt  that  the  clou.ls  by  wl uc  we 
arc  at  present  surroun.le.l  w,il  in  a  short  ,i„,e  be  dissipated  and  the  K,  i  e  w  S 
-ssue  Iron,  the  struKgl.  m  wbi.-h  ,t  is  now  cuKaKe.l  .st..,n«er,  no  onlv  i  '  s  .nv 
consciousness  ol  strength,  but  u,  the  eves  of  the  civiiise.lworld  • 


In   the  ciul,    1)\- 


vV)' 


;,!>— a    iiiajoriiy   of    Ji ;,  -  tin-   vote  of 


■      , .'    ^'"  >'-'     'I'liii    Hi    - 1  i  -  ii.i-   vote  or 

censure  .m  the  C,.m.rnmuu  m,.v.<l  l.y  Lord  Ivclnioiul  Fii/ni..urice 
was  clric-au;(l.  1  h,-  i Ccisiun  aclctiuatdy  expressed  iIr.  fVclin-s  of 
llic  country.  It  must  he  rcmcmh.-rcd  tli.u  inanv  of  tin-  C.ovrrnmrnt 
supporters  were  ,n  South  Africa,  consecjunuly  a  total  poll  of  49, 
n-prrsented  a  heavy  vote.  The  lollowiujr  list  serves  to  show  the 
number  ot  m<-ml.ers  ot  both  Houses  who  had  sacrihced  pa.ty  spirit 
to  patriotic  convictions,  and  had  proceeded  to  the  front :— 

IlOUsr:  f.i.-  L(.ki,s.-Karl  of  Ai.-lic,  commanding  i.^th  I.a.icers-  Fa.l  of 
Albemarle,  heutcnant-coionel.  City  of  I.on<ion  In.pe.ial  \  olnntee  s  ord 
Hs.n,.  major,  ist  Draf^oons;  I  or.l  Castletown,  spenal  service.  South  Af  icl  I 
Lo.  1  Chesl.am.  cotnma>.dn.g  a   battalion  of  In.perial  ^'eoma.iry  ;   Karl  Cowley 

^^7u    7"'n^Vr'r\  '""'  ''-'"-Mi-tenant.  In.pe.ial  Vconuu,?; 
La.l  ol  Dudley,  D.A.A.G.  for  Impe.ial  Yeomanry;   Ka.l  of  Dundonald    CH 
major-general,   comman.linK    .^.nl    Brigade  (Natal)  Cavalry  Divis io,       Farl  of 

P  T^f    -  '^■'''  •"''''I'''  '"  •-""""'->"<>  of  battalion  of  bnperial  \-..omanry  ■ 

GCH      k"(?M    '"n"r'  J-P;-'-''  Veoma,H-y;   LonI   Kitchener  of  Khartoun,.' 
V;o,n-;nr'      fIh"'  ?T    "r    '  "  ^''"/  ^'''^  ""^  ^'^'"■'"•'   ''■^'•■tenant.   In.peria 
cantan  V;,-.   r     "'^   ^;,°"«'^"'-' '    «-'''^Ptai".    Imperial    Veoman.y;     Lord     I  ovat, 

VS.n  .;/:        .  ;?■?    H  ^""V  /  v'^A^'"  ^l^'^^-^o.^^^'  ^'--"^  caplaln  for  Imneria 
Jtomanr>  .  Lord  Mcthucn,  k.C.\'.0.,  CP...  commandin-r  ist  Divisior  -h 

Africa  ;  Duke  of  .^or^olk.  K.Ci..  captain.  In.perial  Yeon.anry  •   I  o "  »" 

^  a  S""'!  h  1  •\/'-'^n''  ""■''■'■!-  ^•^•S•'•^'■C..  Field   Mar^i.l  Co.. 

Utse    Wds      F?rf '^  s""','""'  P"^'^    °'"   '<-bur,he.   lieutenant,   uoyal 

,°pcrial  Veon,;,/;^^^  ■ScarborouRh,    second   in    comn.and  of  battalion   of 

West,mnster      \  ■^  '^- "'''''  ^'"^'V''''''   ^"'f^^'''''    Vcomanry ;    Duke    of 

manry.                ^coman.>  Lavalr\  ,    Lord    Zouchc,   lieutenant,    Imperial   Yeo- 

IIOUSE    OF    Co\nio\'s \\v     w      \  11 

Hon     A     n    n..)       I  ^^-    •^"*^"'    trooper,      mpcrial    Yeomanry 

^M.i.r^ikS;i:"s:;m:s;;::  sij^^^HuS^i-  ^^--t.=  ^^^ 

a.uie.-s  lord  A  'F'con'^r'"'  ^''\''''}^'^--  A,-,yll  and  Sutherlan,  I  gi' 
bor,;r— ndini:-  S"' I  at^'nlior'n'  PT^  Veoma.n-y  ;  Viscount  Cran- 
Davf.nr^„..    ..„.':.'"  ,''■       ?^f"/^''0"    Bedford     Regiment ;    M 

In. 

C: 

lieu 
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There  was  little  bombarcinKMU  after  the  ^crli  nf  V^,       i 
thoiitrh    not   livincr   on    the   fat   ,.f  th      1      ,  "^  November,  and 

-short  c,f  provisions       I\I      T  I   .        ^'^^l  ^'^'"^  •   ^'^^  k^rison    m.is    not 
now  caused  the^A  rmation  of  ''  -""^   -"'^''-actcristic  forethou<,dn. 

of  those  dejtieiu";:;'!: 2,rs;::r^vi:^  n  •;::  ';;;•'  ^'^^  ^--'^- 

them    lor   their    loss,    and    in    other    u  .  "J'-'"^"*^^'"- 

welfare  of  sufferers  in  tlu    town  ^^      '■'"''"'    '"'"•^^■"    '"'■    ^'^^' 

Considerable    friction    otxiuTed    between    the    civil    -.n  1       -i". 

'•'Hi   to   save  the   town   f  H.J  ^  '  ''■''"'  ^"""P^'-'^ted  to  the 

interestsandlivesorU    X        .7"^''?'^    '■'"''">'•   ^^'^^'  P'-^^'-'^t  ^'i^' 

suHered  n.uc!;;;::jl;^' ^l-,!:;;;  ^^'z  '^^■^'''''''-'''  -^^'^ '-- 

i-irly  on   the   inornin.ir  ,,f  the  Qth' of  December  ■,    r.-  •  i 

north.       The    I   u  c  sM  es    K   .     .  Vy^'r*"  ''  '■^^^■'•""^^'•^•'^-uice  to  the 

wnence   with    ^reat    ener"-v  thev    "snii>f>,l"   ;„    ,i        i-        .' '        f  ,   ' 
officers   u'liM   X  ,.,--.  •■''^        ■>       -^'Tpcd      in    the    direction  of  the 
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On  the  wise  pnnciph-  that  it  is  safer  to  act  earlv  on  the  a-.-res- 
sive  i(  yon  do  not  want  to  have  to  act  late  on  th'e  defensive^  the 
smart  little  l()rce  nidulLied  in  more  mililar\   movements. 

Colonel  Kekewich's  _!:,rcneral  plan  for  the  dclcMice  ot  Kimberley  was 
ba.sed  on  th(;  princij)le  of  always  keepinu  the  enemv  on  the  movt'  and 
constandy  m  fear  ol  attack  from  an  unexpected  (]uarter.  but  the  imme- 
diate object  ot  the  numerous  .sorties  and  demonstrations  in  force  now 
made  by  the  ,i,Mrrison  was  to  assist  the  operations  of  Lord  Alethuen 
1  he  Colonel  e.xpl.u'ned  that,  "  when  the  advance  of  tin;  Relief  Coli 


imn 
on  of  in- 


from  the  ()ran,i;(,'  River  coimnenced,  and  1  was  put  in  po.s.se.ssi 
formation  concernin.(,r  the  probable  d.ite  of  its  arrival  at  Kii 
I  adoj)ted  such  measures  as  I  hoped  would  cause  the  retention  of 'a 
lartre  torce  of  the  enemy  in  my  immc'diate  neicrhbourhood,  and  thus 
enable   the    Relief  Column   to  deal    with   the   lioer  force   in  detail  " 


Sm.ll,    I'ICKKl)    11.    IN     KlMliiKM.V    SiKI.I.I-,.       i%,ln  l,v  Alf. 


'i>kin-,  Cape  Tduii. 


tj     ^^-TfT  ''^''"T''''^  '■•"'P'^  ^"''•^'  continually  employed    the 

ork  which  fell  on  the  detachment,  ist  liatt.  Loval  North  I  anc  tshi  e 

Kegnnent,  Cape    Police,  Diamond    Fields    Horse,    Kim   e  ie^       ht 

Th";  n  r   1  '-'■'*""    '^^•'>'  "^  ^'^^-'    ^>iamond    Fields   Artillery 

1  lie  motto  of  these  (Wfitcr-  n-,  ■  iU-.   „  ,-    ■        '^'y'-^    /\iLiiicr). 

Ci-'iS  ^/\inm'S    fnrXn.  r  '.^■'■^'■"^   *''    ^'"'^^   ''^    ^'^^    ""table 

,C^      ctcumc,,  lor  the>  were  "always  there  when  wanted,^'  and  -cne- 
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rally  in  the  fore-front.  The  officers  nf  the  Kiniberlev  Re-iment  too 
were  conspicuous  lor  couni^re.  coohiess.  and  sa^^aciu-.  Thev  knew 
as  by  nnu.uon  what  was  wanted  and  did  it.  I-'rom  Colonel  iMnlavso,? 
who  connnanded  the  regiment,  to  Stu-eon-Major  Smith,  who  tended 

stock  of  efhcency  w^h.ch  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Colonel. 
Colo^.e!  1'  "f^.  ^^^'-■^?1^--.    the    niounted    detachments    under 

stit       of;       ";;"'  ^^l^'V";-",'"-'^  ^"^^'  7-pounders  under  Colonel  Mav, 
ta  t  d  o      n)  the  p.tch  darkness  of  .   a.m..   and  marched   ihrnu-d 

owards  1  ol  pan  m  the  I-ree  State.  British  cannonadinL^  then  took 
place._  the  knnber  ey  guns  shellin,,.  Tollpan  Honu-stc-ad  at  -^  oo 
yards  ran.ge,  and  the  Boer  ^un  on  Klippiespan  rid^^e  return!,.:^  the 
compl.ment  w.th  nUerest.  I-'ortunately  the  l.ostile'^shells  burrowed 
Th        \  I  "",'•  ^'\^^  ^'^"^equently  little  dama^^e  was  done. 

c     n  .         'r  '''''■'        -f  '''•''"'  r'^'y  ^"'"^'^^t^^l^ly  situated  at  the  three 
cotncr.s    Ota    si.x-mile    triangle-at    Coet-ie,    Scholtz.    and    Alex- 
anderslontem-commandinor  three  separate  sources  of  water  supply 
1  Ills    reconnaissance    was    of   importance,   as   the    positions   of  the 
o.'J'ir.l^d'  rr  ""^'^T'  •"■^'■"  ^'^-^^'•"^'■■^e^'.  ^^"^1  the  ^.arrlson  was 

Tr  ;  If  ."  r"  '-^'T^  'T''^'  '■^"^'^■'■■^  ^^'^^^  ^"'P^''--^'  ^tnd  to  protect 

Itself,   Its  patrols,   and  cattle  from   the  fire  of  the  enemy.       In   the 

matter  of  protectm,<,^  the  cattle  from  the  tricks  of  the  Dutchmen    as 

did  splendid  service.  I  his  oentleman  was  Mr.  Rhodes's  nVdu-hand 
man,  and  as  a_  natural  consecjuence  of  the  honour  he  enjoyed  rose 
to  every  occasion  that  offered,  now  mana-ing  a  corps  of  scouts,  now 
supenntendin.i;  the  conveyance  of  food,  now  dealin<;  with  truculent 
natives,  and  always  conductin.cr  his  varied  avocations  with  immense 
eneri^y  and  tact. 

On  th(;  -nd  of  December  a  .i^mod  deal  of  martial  activity  took 
place.      At  cockcrow  a  detachment  of  mounted  forces,  with  artillery 
and  infantry,  went  west  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitring  X'oornitz- 
nsrht  and  j.art  of  Weldermstkuil.      On  the  right  were  the  Diamond 
1  .elds  Horse  under  Major  Rodger,  supported  by  a  company  of  the 
i\orth  Lancashire  Regiment  under  Lieutenant  de  Putron.     Presently 
an  animated  cannonade   began   between  the  enemv's  artillerv  from 
Kamferdam  and  the  Diamond  P'ields  Artillerv  guns'on  Otto's  Kopje 
In   the  centre  CoK.nel   Peakman.  with   the  Kimberlev  Lioht  Horse 
and  Cape  I  olice,  proceeded  along  Laxaretto  Ridge.    'There,  before 
retreating,  he  made  the  necessary  discoxerics-firstlv.  that  the  Boer 
patrols  were  then  the  only  occupants  of  the   place;   and  secondlv, 
ha    the  enemy  s  reinforcements  were  advancing  behind  Wimbledon 
Kidge.      Meanwhile  Colonel  Chamier  on  the  left,  with   R.A.   ouns 
and  an  escort  under  Major  Snow,  was  exchanging  salutations  with 

16 


.egimcnt,  too, 
They  knew 
lel  I'"iiil;iysoii, 
1,  who  tended 
itriijute  to  the 
le  Colonel, 
nients    under 
Jolonel  May, 
hed   ihroutjh 
"arm,  and  on 
ig  then  took 
sdd   at    2500 
■(•turninsj;-  t!i(.' 
lis  Inirrowed 
e  was  done, 
at  the  three 
and    Ale.x- 
ater  supply. 
:ions  of  the 
garrison  was 
d  to  protect 
ly.      In   the 
utchmen,  as 
Jeers  farms, 
s  right-liand 
11  joyed   rose 
scouts,  now 
;h  truculent 
th  immense 

ctivity  took 
ith  artillery 
^  X'oornitz- 
e  Diamond 
)any  of  the 

Presently 
illery  from 
to's  Kopje, 
igiit  Horse 
ere,  he  fore 
It  the  Hoer 

secondl}-, 
\'imb]edon 
R.A.  guns 
It  ions  with 


Liciiit 


Captain. 

THE   ROYAL   LANCASTERS, 


A.ljmaiit. 


'!>     A    I    .      .     I,     K.I. 


t 
t 

( 

\' 
t 

() 

1) 

ii 
tl 
tc 
tc 
th 
d 
to 


111 


Kimberley 


Rid.!l''"'-fh"'  P^''"^ '"  ''''■  ^-"-^hwork  in  the  centre  of  Wimbledon 
Kidge.  1  ins  occupation  was  pursued  for  somr  fim^  i  ."""'*:H*^" 
the  enemy  were  found  to  be  rapidly  !^proac,"n'  Twiv'lf  "  "''^ 
were  hmbered  up  some  500  B^rs^ame  on    1  r^cc^,^   ^^n  '^^""^ 

pour  a  fierce  fire  from  the  earthworks  1  d^ to  ^U^      l K^u^on 
t!.e   kmiberley  troops,   who  retired   to   cover.      The  oJec?  ,f  '  h 
reconnaissance    was   gained,    however,   for    it    proved  tilt      n 
uiconce.vably   short    space   of  time   the  enem/ could    slmon    h 

r!;:^s;=o:sVrr;:'  ^'- '-  ^' '-  --  "ett 

and  in  thLoL^rNcw  Year  "  "  ^""  ''''"■  ^'"'^  '"^'^  ""^  ^'"'^'""''^  ^^^y 

Colonel  Kekewich  replied  :— 

"  Kindly  inform  the  Military  Sccrctnrv  th-^t  I  nr..!  .i 
of  Kimberley  thank  his  EscoLn7y7oPl^sJn^^^^^^^ 

spectfuUy  to  offer  our  very  best  wisl  r^  fr    r'l       .  "'^"'^^Pv    ^^  ''''so  uish  re- 
vtiy  oest  uisiics  /or  Christmas  and  New  Year  " 

intercourse  with  .l,c  uorld  wi,  co„n  ,^i     ',i       ,  ;|,t',^  ' ''^f' "''"'^'^ 
barren  m  the  extremo       IV. t  ^..M,  1      ,  '7^'V  .^"^  sij^mals,  it  was 

:•  Best  wishes  and  l,:^  .t'^t'y^.r.l'i;;..  '"l;-,  t^;",'   '^-"-X 
."  --n,   wH„e  .hey  kept  =„„e   Lr  oJerVor 'nrem'^r  ir",^ 
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direction  of  ihc   liocrs'  "Susannah:"    "May  our  rani^c  be  always 
\o\v^  t;nou^h  for  us  to  be  ,iL;uarclian-aii_L,rcls  to  the  Mounted  Corps." 

On  the  following  day  the  artillery  was  at  work  responilinL;  to  the 
salutes  of  the  Boers,  who  commenced  to  fire  with  ureat  activity 
after  their  Christmas  rest.  They  dropped  some  thirty-five  shells 
in  the  direction  of  the  fort,  and  received  nineteen  well-directed 
replies.  Two  of  the  mines  were  lired  by  the  thunderstorm  of  th.e 
previous  night,  but  no  one  was  injured.  l'"uod  now  was  becoming 
more  and  more  scarce,  and  those  connected  with  the  distribution  of 
provisions  had  to  e.xercise  much  ff)rethought  and  economy. 

The  task  of  arranging  for  the  victualling  and  supply  of  the 
garrison  antl  40,000  people  in  the  town  was  undertaken  by  Major 
Gorle,  Army  Service  Corjis,  and  the  zeal  and  resource  which  he 
brought  to  bear  on  his  onerous  duties  were  ap])lauded  on  all  sides. 
Of  course  there  were  found  persons  who,  on  the  lake-everything- 
iw'.i-everybody-else-and-give-it-all-to-me  principle,  th(night  they  we're 
badly  treated,  but  these  were  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule. 
The  arrangements  for  milk  were  made  by  a  special  civil  committee, 
consisting  of  Mr.  Oliver,  the  Mayor,  whose  counige  and  energy  in 
keeping  up  the  spirits  of  the  people  were  wonderful,  Mr.  Judge, 
and  four  visiting  surgeons  of  Kimberley  Hospital,  Doctors  Ashe, 
Watkins,  Mackenzie,  and  Stoney.  These  made  themselves  notable 
for  the  untiring  energy  with  which  they  devoted  themselves  to  their 
incessant  duties.  They  kept  a  sliarp  eye  on  the  milk,  serving  it  out 
cautiously  at  the  de|)ot,  and  only  to  those  who  had  a  medical  certificate 
that  they  required  it.  The  Colonel  was  very  appreciative  of  the  help 
given  by  most  of  his  civilian  coadjutors,  for,  in  reference  to  the  diffi- 
culties of  his  position,  he  suited  in  his  despatch  :  "  It  will  be  realised 
that,  under  the  i)eculiar  circumstances  in  which  the  defence  of  the 
scattered  town,  containing  over  40,000  inhabitants  and  much  \alu- 
able  machinery,  was  entrusted  in  the  first  instance  to  a  force  consist- 
ing of  about  570  Imperial  troops  and  630  Colonial  troops,  my  efforts 
would  have  been  of  no  avail  had  it  not  been  for  the  valuable  assist- 
ance and  advice  which  many  citizens  afforded  me  in  a  military  as 
well  as  a  civil  capacity." 

Mr.  Henders(Mi,  Captain  Tyson  of  the  Kimberley  Club,  and 
Dr.  Smart  collaborated  with  the  ruling  spirit  of  the  place,  organising 
relief  committees,  distributing  thousands  of  pints  of  soup  per  diem, 
and  apportioning  such  fruit  and  vegetables  as  were  to  be  had  for  the 
good  of  those  who  weie  most  sorely  in  need.  That  green  stuffs  were 
scarce  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  the  allowance  for  nine 
people  for  half  a  week  was  a  bunch  of  fi\-e  carrots,  four  liliputian 
parsnips,  and  several  beets  (duodecimo  editions).  The  garrison, 
later  on,  were  glad  of  mangd-wur/.els,  when  quantity  rather  than 
quality  came  to  be  appreciated. 
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The  I')oers  were  now  beninninj,^  to  build  redoubts  on  Uronfield 
Kopjes,  abdut  a  mile  cast  ol  the  railway  and  in  a  northerl)-  direction, 
shuwin;^'  lliat  whatever  withdrawals  mij^dit  be  lioiiiL;;  on  iVom  besiej^ed 
places  elsewhere,  the  (.  ity  of  Mines  would  ri:cei\e  its  due  of  atten- 
tion up  til  the  last.  I'lu:  I)oer  [)risor.ers  inside  the  town  presenti'd 
(luite  a  rejuvenated  appearance,  ouiiij^r  to  the  delicate  attentions  of 
Mr.  Rhodes.  Christmas  saw  t'.iem  provided  with  new  outfits,  and  a 
general  air  of  cleanliness  aiiel  health  pervadtui  them.  The  invalids 
in  hospital,  both  liritish  and  lioers,  were  \  isited  Ireciuentl)  by  the 
Lolossus,  whose  generosity  in  the  matter  oi  deliia^ies,  which  were 
now  very  scarce,  was  highly  appreci.ited. 

Much  of  tin.  Kimberle)-  news  was  obtained  through  the  energ\- 
ai  d  acuteness,  almost  amounting  to  genius,  of  the  despatc■h-runner^-. 
(Jl  these,  Mr.  l.umining  of  Douglas  succeeded  in  getting  in  and  out 
ol  the  town  with  missives  for  and  from  Mr.  Rhodes,  always  ;.t 
tremendous  risk.  'I'lu;  Hocrs  had  offered  a  largt;  reward  for  his 
capttu-'-.  On  (/lie  occ.ision,  so  as  to  evade  observation  in  a  district 
swanumg  with  the  enemy,  he  had  to  travel  ciuadruped  fashion  on 
hands  and  knees  for  some  thirty  mile.s.  Tales  of  the  des[)atch- 
runners'  inge!Uiit)-  in  all  p.u-ts  of  the  Colony  were  many.  One  Kaffir 
boy,  though  caught  by  the  lioers  ami  stripped  by  them,  carried  his 
despatch  .safely,  it  having  been  packed  in  a  (piill  and  hid  in  his 
nostril,  while  anoLher---a  canny  Scot — concealed  his  treasure  in  the 
inmost  recesses  ol  ;i  hard-boiled  egg. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  January  the  mounted  troops  under 
the  imlei.itigable  Coloiul  reakman  at  an  early  hour  reconnoitred  the 
l^oer  position   near  the   Premier  mine.      TIk;    lioers  wcM'e  indulging 
in  a  last  little  doze,  when  some;  shells  were  iu;atly  droi)ped  into  their 
laager.      The  alarum  was  effective.      They  were' u[)  and  doing  in  no 
time,  and  set  to  work  firing  with  the  utmcxst  \-igour,  but  their  shots 
were   not  accurate  and  much  waste  of  ammunition   took  place.      It 
may    be    remembered    that    Colonel     Peakman,    Kimberley     Light 
Horse,   alter   the    death    of  Coloiu;l    'J'urner    was    selected    for    the 
comniand  of  the  mounted  troops  in  Kimberley.     A  tower  of  strength 
ol    him.self,    he   was    surrounded    l)y  a    gallant   crew,   among  whom 
were   Abyor   .Scott,  \".C.,  Captains 'Ap-Bowen  and   Mahoney  (both 
severely  wounded  on  the   25th  of  November),  Captains  Robertson 
and   Rickman.      There  were  also   in   the   corps   several   lieutenants 
conspicuous    lor    dash    and    daring,    notablv    Lieutenants    Hawker 
(woui.ded  22nd  November),  Harris,  and  Chatfield.      Of  the  Colonel 
an  amusing  tale  was  told,  which,  if  not  zero,  was  certainly  bcntrovato, 
and  served  to  cheer  up  those  who  needed  to  salt  the  monotonous 
llavour  ol  daily  life.      It  fell  K^  the  dutv  of  Colonel    Peakman  to  in- 
troduce horsc-llesh  at  the  officers'  mess,  a  tickli.-,h  task,  and  one  that 
required  considerable  tact.     When  the  dish  was  served,  the  Colonel 
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said,  "Gentlemen,  as  I  was  unable  to  i^et  the  whole  of  our  ration  in 
beef,  a  part  of  it  had  to  be  taken  in  horse-flesh.  Here  is  the  beef," 
said  he,  carving'  at  the  joint  opposite  him,  "  tliat  at  the  other  end  of 
the  table  is  the  horse.  Any  one  who  i:)refcrs  it  may  help  himself." 
No  one  acceptc;d  the  invitation,  and  after  there  had  ijeen  a  ;j;reat  run 
on  the  beef,  the  Colonel  suddenly  said,  "  By  Jove,  I'm  mistaken  ;  of 
course  this  joint  is  the  horse,  the  other  is  the  beef!"  Thus  the 
palates  of  the  heroes  of  the  Kimberley  Light  Horse  were  educated 
to  the  fare  that  was  shortly  to  become  unvaried. 

L:iter  on,  a  chunk  of  donkey  occasionally  replaced  the  equine 
morsel,  ami  cats,  it  was  noticed,  began  to  be  less  in  evitlence.  There 
were  whispers — hints But  to  proceed  to  facts. 

On  the  29th  a  tussle  took  place  between  the  foe  and  a  man  named 
She])py,  who,  with  twelve  mounted  natives,  was  herding  a  thousand 
De  Beers  horses  and  mules.  The  cattle-drivers  were  at  work  when 
out  from  the  bushes  ruslied  a  hundred  lioers.  These  at  once  opened 
fire,  but  the  herdsmen  managed  to  return  it  and  c:ffect  their  escape. 

The  transformation  of  diamond-diggers  into  warriors  was  an 
entire  novelt)-,  of  which  Kimberley  boasted  xuA  a  little.  'J  he  entire 
community  of  the  De  Beers  Ccmpany  were  now  soldiers  of  the  Oueen, 
receiving  the  same  rate  of  pay  as  before,  with  food  in  addition.  The 
total  white  population  in  the  tovvi  was  14,000.  and  of  these  6000 
were  employes  of  the  mine,  men  t'roni  Natal.  The  Company  worked 
wonders — of  course  under  the  auspices  of  the  ruling  genius  of 
Kimberley.  They  stuck  at  nothing,  from  assisting  with  ibod  supplies 
— distributing  soup  in  gallons — to  providing  for  the  empK^yment  of 
upwards  of  4000  natives  in  making  improvements  in  the  town. 
Sanitation  too  they  undertook  when  contractors  failed,  and,  when  the 
supply  of  water  was  cut  off  at  the  main  reservoir  by  the  enemy,  they 
came  to  the  rescue  by  providing  another  s(.)urce  of  water  supply. 

Owing  to  the  excellent  management  and  regulation  of  stores,  the 
community  had  hitherto  been  enabled  to  live  at  normal  prices,  and 
food  had  been  within  the  reach  of  all.  But  now  the  pinch  of  the 
siege  began  to  be  felt.  Luxuries  such  as  eggs,  \egetables,  t<:c., 
were  naturally  scarce,  but  horse-llesh  even  grew  to  be  limited,  for 
there  was  little;  forage  left.  The  tramcars  ceased  to  work,  and  Dr. 
Ashe  {)redicted  that  presently  there  would  be  "  no  carts  save  military 
ones  and  the  doctors'  and  the  hearse !  " 

People  had  to  take  their  meat  allowance  half  in  beef  and  half  in 
horse-llesh,  and  the  over-fastidious  were  but  meagrely  nourished. 
These,  however,  soon  came  to  "take  their  whack"  of  horse-llesh 
gladly,  and  some  even  declared  that  horse,  by  any  other  name, 
would  be  quite  appetising!  Conversation  largely  consisted  of  specu- 
lations regarding  food  or  its  absence,  and  once  or  twice  there  was  a 
rub  with  the  military.      Dr.  Ashe  expressed  himself  frankly  when 
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confronted  with  rcd-tap(;  diftlcultics.  addressed  the  Colonel— of  coursp. 
inindjnj,'  p's  and  q's.  for  ju^ople  had  to  look  to  the  dotting;  of  j's  and 
<TO"sin.o-  of  t's  in  those  days -and  siM^^gested  that,  "in  matters  which 
aO'(  jted  the  health  and  fc^edini,^  of  thc''pco[)lo,"  the  doctors  thoiit^rht 
t!;ai,  in  virti:c  of  their  knowlcdL,^;  of  town,  climate,  and  people,  tlu-y 
mi^ht  !)(!  consulted.  The  objection  to  tiic  red-tape  chTticulty  bclntj 
proved  soiintl.  th(;  Coloi.^,  at  once  altered  thv.  routine,  but,  said  Dn 
Ashe,  "he  llatly  declined  to  ask  any  opinion  from  the  <4eneral  body 
ol  doctors,  as  they  might  have  ideas  which  vvoukl  affect^h.e  military 
sitnati(Mi." 
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The  new  gun,    "  Long  Cecil,"  manufactiTed   in  De   Hcers,  was 
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greatly  prized.  It  distinguished  itself  on  its  debut  by  plumpin<r  a 
shell  m  the  centre  of  the  Kamfersdam  head-laager  exactly  over  de- 
position ot  the  Dutchmen's  gun.  Bombardment  continued  spas- 
modically, sometimes  at  night,  the  shells  entering  several  houses  and 
making  hay  of  the  furniture  ;  but  wantonly  barbaroi;s  was  the 
a  tack  on  the  laager  containing  the  women  and  children,  which  took 
place  on  the  23rc  of  Janu.-.ry.  One  of  the  little  innocents  was  killed 
and  another  prol>ably  maimc-d  for  life.  On  th.c  .>4th  more  bom- 
bardment began  as  early  as  four  in  the  morning,  and  firin 
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all  day.  I'hc  worst  fcatiin"  in  the  affair  was  the  attack — (IclilnTate 
and  prriiicditatccl  it  aijpcart'cl- on  the  hospital,  which  caus«;d  .L^cncral 
,t,'ricran<l  iiuiiijnation.  There  was  no  excuse  for  such  inhuinanity, 
as  the  place  was  distini^niislietl  by  two  I'ied  Cross  llaii^s. 

\'ery  lam(!ntal)le  was  this  iiahit  of  the  Boers  to  violate  the 
sacred  rul(;s  of  th(,'  Tn.-neva  Convention,  for  it  alienated  even  those 
who  were  in  sympathy  with  their  cause.  They  could  not  plead 
iL,moranc(.'  of  the  rules  of  warfan-.  for  at  one  time  thev  ij^niored  the.se 
rules  to  play  the  barbarian,  while  at  another  they  utilised  them  to  act 
tin;  poltroon.  The  history  of  tint  Convention  may  not  be  ,t,renerally 
known.  It  was  promoted  in  1S64  and  subsequently  sij^nied  by  all  the 
Continental  Towers.      It  was  decided  that-- 

1.  Ambulances  and  military  hospitals  were  to  be  recoLjni^ed  as 
neutral,  and  as  such  to  In;  ])rotected  and  respecKxl  by  all  belhVe- 
rents. 

2.  'Ihc /}('rso/n/r/  ol'  thvsc  hospitals  antl  ambul.inccs.  includin;^-  the 
inlcndance,  the  sanitary  officers,  officers  of  the  atlministration,  as  well 
.IS  military  and  civil  chaplains,  wen-  to  be  benefited  by  the  neutrality. 

3.  The  inhabitants  of  the  country  renderiuL,^  help  to  the  sick  and 
wounded  were  to  be  ri'spected  and  free  from  capture. 

4.  The  sick  and  wounded  were  to  be  attentled  to  without  dis- 
tinction of  nation. 

5.  A  flat;  and  a  uniform  were  to  be  adopted  for  the  hospitals,  am- 
bulances, and  convoys  of  invalids  :  an  armlet  or  bad'^c  for  the /<-r- 
sonvcl  of  the  ambulances  and  hospitals. 

6.  I  hi-  badnrc;  was  to  consist  of  a  red  cross  on  ;i  white  ci^round. 
Committees  were  formed    throuj^diout    lujrope  and   America    to 

carry  out  this  convention,  and  the  Society  worked  under  the  title  of 
the  "  International  .Society  of  Aid  for  the  Sick  and  Wounded."  It 
played  its  first  important  part  in  icS;o  in  the  Franco-German  War, 
b''forc  which  time  battlefields  h  id  been  scenes  of  almost  inhuman 
t..)rture. 

Now,  in  consequence  of  the  brutal  disregard  of  a  world-appreci- 
;ited  atjreement,  the  Hoers — in  many  ways  men  of  fine  character — 
were  placing  themselves  beneath  contempt.  Their  conduct  also  to 
the  loyalists  and  non-belligerents  was  also  causing  exasperation. 

Th(;  ministers  of  all  d(;nominations — Wesleyan,  I'rcsbyterian, 
Haptist,  Congregational,  and  Jewish — all  united  in  condemning  the 
l5oer  Government  and  its  methods.  They  were  especially  scanda- 
lised at  the  inhumanity  of  the  Dutch  commandoes,  who  intermittently 
poured  shells  not  only  into  the  heart  of  the  town,  but  into  the  suburbs, 
where  women  and  children  were  known  to  con;^'regate,  while  leaving 
for  the  most  part  unmolested  the  forts  occupied  bv  the  citizen- 
soldiers.  Homes  were  flestroyed  mothers  and  children  stricken 
down,  and  some  killed.     These  might  have  been  looked  upon  as 
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the  accidents  of  war  had  it  not  been  confessed  in    Doer  papers  that 
such  acts  were  deliberately  commiiled  and  \aui.te(l. 

.Spasmotlic  ijomliardment  took  place  during  ihe  e\-ening  of  the 
24th,  and  continuetl  through  the  niglir,  striking  some  buildings  the 
iiospital  and  other  d(;fenceless  positions  ami  maiming  a  woman 
and  her  cliild.  Another  child  was  killed.  I'rofound  admiration 
was  expressed  by  all  in  the  achievements  of  "  Long  Cecil,"  and  the 
utility  of  the  new  long-r,uig(;  weapon  was  highly  appreciateil.  Indeed, 
Mr.  Rhodes  viewed  this  Kimberley  masterpiece  with  <|uile  a  paternal 
eye,  ;md  his  pleasure  in  firing  it  was  considerable. 

I'inougji  could  not  be  .said  of  the  si)lenilid  \alour  and  per- 
tinacity of  the  townspeople,  who  co-operated  in  tin.-  warlike  jjro- 
ceedhigs  as  though  they  had  been  to  the  mainur  born.  Though 
the  lortihcation  belt  was  some  twelve  miles  in  circumference,  at  all 
points  it  was  protected  by  these  amateurs  of  the  sword,  who,  under 
no  military  obligations  whatever  till  sworn  in  on  tin;  immediate 
emergency,  rose  to  the  occasion  with  a  chivalric  warmth  that  was  as 
perfectly  amazing  as  it  was  admirabk.'.  Devotion  to  the  Sovereign 
Lady  who  rules  the  Empire  was  never  more  steadfastly  shown  and 
more  ardently  maintained. 

The  zeal  and  the  "go  "  of  the  Cape  Police  was  notable.  Amon--- 
the  most  prominent  of  the  corps  were  Colonel  Robinson,  -alhuu 
Major  I'llliot  and  Major  Ayliff  (wounded  on  December  0,  who  was 
brave  as  he  was  tactful.  Perpeluallv  useful  and  (enspicuously 
gallant  were  Captains  Colvin,  Crozier,  White,  and  Cummiu'-s. 
1  heir  duties,  most  difficult,  were  almost  interminable.  "^ 

Lile   was    monotonous   in   thi;  extreme.      From   the   town    it  was 
possible  on  clear  days  t.j  view  the  Modder  River   balloon,  and  the 
(Kcasional   sight   of  it   afforded  a  stimulus   t..   the   drooping  spirits 
of  the  inhabit.uits.      Its  rotund   form   tloating  .so  peacefully  high  in 
air  .seemed  like  a  harbinger  of  hope  promising  and  consoling?  and 
teachmg   the    les.son    of   i)atience   and   perseverance   that   overcome 
all  things  .     Of  course,  it  was  only  the  .sentimentalists  of  the  com- 
munity who   thus   interpreted   the  language  of   the  aerial  monster, 
but   these,  like   the   people  who   find   sermons  in   stones,   i)r(.mptly 
took  heart,  and  bore  their  trials  with   renewed   dignity  and   pluck 
Hoth    these   qualities    were    in    great    demand,   for    the    Boers   and 
tiKMr  tactics  were  exhausting  to  the  patience  of  the  most  forbearing 
1  heir    pertinacity   was   great.      At    one   moment   thev    would    pour 
shells  into  the  town,  making  hearts  palpitate  or  stand'  still  in  horror 
at  the  gruesome  fracas;  at  others  they  would  persistently  "snipe" 
from    hidden    corners   and   bushes,    and   render   movements    in    the 
open,  to  .say  the  least  of  it— inconvenient. 

Sniping  always  continued,  though,  for  a  dav  or  two.  no  serious 
bombardment  took  place.      Indeed,  there  was  reason  to  believe  that 
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a  Roer  ^nin  w.is  hors  decom/>a(,     Tl,,.  rr-tiorf  r.,..    ■      i 

^'^at  "  Susannah  "  was  'SaH  s^^^^^^^  '"-'^7  V"  ''  "'^<'-'-''  ""t 

Sm-n-  hoped  a.^ainst  ho,K...  V  /  J  "',,  ^  r''  •''''•  '^'''^■'  ■'^'^"- 
vyc  wish  to  b.  tru...  and  Hna  ly  C  vvn  \>f  ""''^'\'-'  '^^•''^^^•^^  vv'lut 
th^^  question  of  ..Has  she  Uur!^  Tlf  r''''^''''V''  '^^''''''' 
banched    about    in    the    tone  nf    .'  ., ''    ""'^    burst?"   was 

"Susannah  "  was  in^,  ^  ^d^Uelu ^e!^;;''  "'^""  ^'"'-tunately 
was  "  Susannah  "  hors(.  f  a- A  ibn  /  '  ■^P*''-"'"^'<-  Proved.  Not  only 
I^ocr  reinlon:en,ent  Ik  1  a;^:  "  I  .'„;  "  7^";'  '^^  ''  -"-'-abl^ 
S:uns  from  Spyfontein  wer '  b  I,"  '  "^^^j^^l^bourhood.  and  that  three 
Cecil.-  whose  prowess  wa  or<^  ,  •^;''  ''V''"''^V'"'  ^"  ^'^'"^  "  '-"k^ 
'"I'-bitants  boA.  up  r,^  m!  bl  "' r'  1^'"  '''r"^^"^"  ^^i"  thS 
fu-ally  with  concerts  or  ente    -      m'  1   ""''^'^•"^'^,  f'^-nsHves  con- 

pernuuing  "-a  niocicTu  a  h J  ,'  .j ,    i  >  u  '""'■'"'^'  "  ^-'^'^^'r  and  Hoers 

The  liovr  spies  to.  IK  ''""  customary  /;.  / ; 

KHocIes,   and   li^V^7^:' ^:::^,^:7^  '''  ^  ->ncerned   Mr. 

;vonId  receive  the!  price  c^fh^s;:^'   ^1    M   '"   'T^  ^'""^    "^^ 
bis  avocations  in  the  town   and   I  .V  i  ^  k^<-'"tl<'man  pursued 

arnu,^in.  A>r  the  comf^^"  of  he^W^^'l  ""-''^^^"^  ^^^^^^^^• 
•solicitude  in  the  layin.r  out  of  n,!  'if  '  '  ^-^'^'^nn^  paternal 
re-ular  row  of  boinl.pn  f  '  It  r  .'  T*  '""'  '''"  '■•''•■^^'■^•^'t'on  of  a 
Iv-ilworth.  J'eople  ^^  1^:^^;.::^'^'  "'=^^  '-'".^^  '--Ncavated  at 
-^  I'n-ck.  old  andV-w  .^ul  uluVT  e'^"""'^-^*-^""-'^  ""  the  virtue 
;^n;.rdin.  less  protectioln'  n  f ":.,  Jl^'f  "^  V;""'^'^^-'  -on  as 
became-  ticl^res  also  of  she)"-  f '  ^^  ^  ^v''  "'^  ^'^'^  ^"^"^>'-  '^'bey 
'•'".^^  .sbells-:.and  sapieiu  /   isr  ssed,  f'    '^  ^'^'■^'f^"'''  -"'' 

percussion  fuses.      Foc,cI    however   f      ?^  "'""•''  '^'^  '''"^-'  '^''^^^  ''nd 
sation-a  subject   of  ''  le  Ih"  "Tr      '.P''"""  '^^'^j'^"^  ^^  ^""v- 
reru.^ee  fund  now  amoun  ed  to  /  oJ,     ''"'    '  '""1"   ""^-"  '''''^-     '^"'^'^ 
t'ons   of  Mr.    Rhodes  and  tl  e   it^;"''''}^ '"^ ''^^  ""'^^ 
too  much,  as  ti)c  demand  on    ts  re  o,         '  ^^"^P^ny.      It  was  none 

The  Colossus.  nxClcss  of    1  rV?'  7''  f'''  -^^^^  ^'^^'^'y- 
continued  to  make  ,;ian     a  k1  pr^^ec  ffor  tb     T'  r'  ^'^^  ^^'-^• 
place.      On  a  hi<rh  plateau  he  n  r  iTed  /  '  ^^"^^'''^P^i^'nt  of  th<. 

the  name  will  doubtless  bcnr  a  relT  V'"''''  .^  "^^^'  '''^'^'^'  ^"^1 
^90o.     A  column  was   i„  course  o"'^^  '"  '''^  ^'^'''  ^^^"^^  o<" 
•s'c^e.  butthetaleofbonba'Cu    wiTtT   '"  '''  ---emorate  the 
'ngs,   is  one  that   will   sea  ^^1.   T         '^'"^ ''"'"'"">' '^^^ 
enough.      Some  ctirio.s  ch  ,",  ^e  t'    T''^°"'"'  Z"^^'  ^T''   "^^'"orial 
to  penetrate  the  wall   c)f     !-'„ e '^  ''""'  ''^ '^'Y''^P"^''  '^'^^■'l  electing 
dummy  and  smash  a  w..x    -ffi   v^.-.  I    "^'   '"['    ''"""^'   ''^   '"^■"^'■"•"^^ 
bortunately  few   human   beimTs'  s  ^t  7  T"^  "'  ''^  ^''^^^'^^^"^  "^°^-'- 
taken  for  the  safety  of  thr;nh..,;^:^!:'4^\,,,P;TSP-^^'^"^'ons  were 

■  "■•■; '^'  '^"^  ^1  look-out  was  kept,  .so 
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as  to  give  warnincr  by  whistle  whenever  the  smoke  of  the  enemy's 
Kuns  breathed  a  hint  ot  comin.L,^  destruction.  A  calculation  was  made 
as  to  tne  sum  total  expended  by  gims,  Hritish  and  Dutch,  and  it  was 
disxovercd  that  Kiml.erley  had  lired  1005  shells,  while  the  besiecrers 
had  spent  three  tunes  that  number.  The  total  loss  of  life  attribut- 
able to  shell  tin-  amounted  at  this  date  to  about  twelve  killed 

AHa.rs  withm  the  town  were  now  -^rowin-  almost  as  bellicose  as 
attairs  without   it.     Continued    friction  generates   heat,   and   of  this 
throughout  the  sicge  there  had  been  more  and  more  as  time  went 
on.      It  was  quite  evident  that  Kimberley  was  not  sufficiently  large 
to  afP.rd  an  arena  for  the  combat  of  brains  versus  military  discipline 
and  that  the  patience  of  the  besieged  was  nearing  tlu^  snappina-point' 
ndeed  there  was  doubt  as  to  whether  operations  for  the  relief  of 
Kimberley  would  be  pursued,  and  it  is  averred  that  the  Commander- 
m-Chiefsent  a  message  to  Mr.  Rhodes,  saying.  "Hope  I  shall  not 
be  compelled  to  leave  you  in  the  lurch."     Naturally  the   Kimberley 
barometer  fell  to  zero.      'Hu-n  came  rumours  of  the  coming  of  Lo5d 
Roberts,  but  these  scarcely  served  to  allay  the  general  impatience. 

A  curious  incident  occurred  on  the  29th.      Some  thirty-five  Zulus 
00k  their  departure.      They  had  been  ordered  by  their  chief  to  t    e 
le  town,   but  when  they  obeyed  they  had  promptly  to  return    as 
they  encountered  the  \W-r.,  who  threatened  to  shoit  them 

^t  this  time  food  was  becoming  more  and  more  scarce-  even 
horse-flesh  was  distributed  with  caution.  Milk  was  obtaimible  only 
l>y  the  invalids,  and  some  four  hundred  babes  died  for  want  of  nr  per 
nourishment.  It  was  pathc.ic  to  see  people  standing  at  the  Tolu 
Mall  waiting  eagerly  to  take  their  turn  for  the  scanty  portion  of 
meat  that  could  be  provided  for  the-m.  The  cere  K,ny  Zhe 
drawing  of  meat  rations  had  an  aspect  almost  comic  in^ts  des- 
perate seriousness.  Matutinally  at  s.30  a.m.  mi-dit  be  seen  t 
vas.  concourse  of  persons  saunpering  in^ot  haste  To  gain  T  ront 

lace.     So  animated  was  the  early  bird  to  catch  its  morning  worn 
tl^at  ,t  was  up  and  doing  before  the  regulated  hour,  r^o    hxecl  by 

'Z^Tt^'V'^'^  ^--  P-I^e  were  (;.rbij;i^  ^lo  ll'^ 
their  hou.es.  1  he  police  put  a  stop  to  this  superactivity  and  huncrrv 
persons  were  seen   from   five  to  the  half-hoJr  ..^^^^ ^^l 

tirtt  thi^  wn«    ,;?         '    r  ;         .  '  "'''■^'   l^'i'^wino",    most  prolxiblv 
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Gnidiially  the  rations  j^acw  shorter  ami  shorter  and  shorter.  They 
now  consisted  mainly  of  horse-meat,  served  out  every  second  day, 
mealie  meal,  stamped  mealies,  with  a  sparse  allowance  cjf  tea,  coffee, 
and  bread.  For  those  who  had  children  under  three  )ears  of aii^e  one 
tin  of  milk  was  allowed.  With  this  stron<»-  children  could  y;et  along 
well,  but  there  were  many  weakly  ones,  and  these  waned  and  waned 
till  the  baby  funerals  became  pathetically  frequent. 

The  Dutchmen  were  e.xceedini^ly  ini^enious  in  the  invention  of 
tricks  and  traps.  One  of  these  was  to  mc)ve  a  wa_L,^i,fon  with  sixteen 
fat  o.\en  in  charo^e  of  but  two  men  into  the  open  \  lei  below  'laran- 
taal  Ridge,  and  there  to  leave  it,  apparently  unguarded,  for  two  hours. 
They  thought  that  this  bait  would  lure  forth  the  cattle-guartl,  but 
they  were  disappointed,  for  the  authorities  were  too  acute  to  allow 
them  to  get  "a  bite."  They  knew  that  in  rear  of  the  Vlei  was  a 
deep  sand-drift,  behind  which  a  large  body  of  men  might  be  com- 
fortably concealed,  and  consequently  left  waggon  and  cattle  severely 
alone. 

After  this  beran  the  bombardment  by  a  new  Boer  '>un — a  dia- 
bolical  instrument,  whose  perfections  were  hymned  by  an  artillery 
expert,  who  declared  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  perfect  pieces  of  ordnance 
ever  made '  A  correspondent  in  the  Daily  Tclci^raph  described  the 
terrifying  effect  produced  on  the  nerves  of  the  sick  and  the  weakly.  He 
went  on  :  "  The  shock  caused  by  the  firing  of  this  gun  was  distinctly 
perceptible  five  feet  under  ground  at  a  distance  of  five  miles,  and 
the  miniature  earthquake  thus  created  was  clearly  registered  by  the 
new  seismograph  at  Ilenilworth,  the  pendulum  of  which  remained 
perfectly  stationary  during  the  firing  of  the  smaller  guns,  or  the 
passage  of  the  most  hea/ily  laden  trains  or  vehicles  at  very  close 
quarters." 

The  gth  of  February  was  a  terrible  day.  There  was  crashing  and 
booming  from  morning  till  night,  and  no  one  dared  venture  abroad. 
One  inhabitant  had  his  child  killed  under  his  very  eyes  and  his  wife 
mortally  stricken  down.  Towards  sundown  a  shell  struck  the  Grand 
Hotel,  killing  Mr.  Labram.  the  De  Beers  chief  engineer,  whose 
valuable  brains  had  been  the  salvation  of  the  place.  He  had  con- 
structed armoured  engines,  armoured  trains,  and  had  completed  his 
ingenious  labours  by  constructing  the  huge  4.  i-inch  gun,  with  carriage 
and  shells  complete — a  triumph  of  science  considering  the  conditions 
under  which  the  achievement  was  attempted.  Now  he  was  gone, 
and  Kiinberley  was  vastly  the  poorer. 

The  bombardment  was  growing  daily  more  severe.  Tlach  time 
the  Boers  fired  their  loo-pounder  gun  a  bugle  was  blown  from  the 
conning  tower  and  all  ran  to  cover.  There  would  be  an  interval 
of  seven  minutes  between  every  shell,  and  the  bc^mbardment  would 
last  for  about  two  hours.      Then  the  Boers  would  take  a  rest,  and, 
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after  a  breathing  spell,  begin  again,  Hv  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Rhodes 
the  mnies  now  became  harl>ours  of  refuge  for  thousands  of  women 
and  children,  who,  huddled  tcjgethr-r  in  th(-  i  200-fcet  level  were  thus 
l-rotected  from  the  shells  which  were  launched  in  tlu-  midst  of 
the  town.  1  hose  days  in  dark  diamoniliferous  caverns  were  full 
ot  strange  experienc<.-s.  There,  over  a  thcjusand  shrinking  lein-s 
iound  asylum,  bedding,  food,  and  such  comfort  as  could  be  secured 
lor  them.  I  here,  babes  were  born  into  the  world-human  dia- 
monds brought  into  the  daylight  from  the  grottoes  of  the  million- 
aires-babes which  surely  should  take  some  strange  {,art  in  the 
drama  ot    the  century,      it  was   an    underground   xillage  swarmin"- 
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with  the  weak  and  the  distressed,  a  feminine  populace,  kept   from 
panic  and  despair  by  the  man  who.  large  enough  to  make  empires 
yet  proveci  himself  capable  of  sympathy  with  the  small  sorrow.s  and 
quakings  of  the  sick  and  the  fearful. 

_  The  experiences  of  a  lady  who  enjoved  the  hospitality  of  the 
mine  were  scarcely  exhilarating.  She  ".said:  -  \V,;  went  down  the 
mine,_  but  only  stayed  one  day.  Of  course,  one  felt  safe,  but  it  was 
so  niiscrablc  ;  still,  it  was  another  siege  experience,  th(;  crowds  of 
IX'ople  down  there.     On  the  1000-feet  lex  el  were  500  persons  alone 
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and  tlio  buzz  of  toncrues,  and  tlie  children  crying,  and  the  noises 
altogether,  besides  the  damp,  were  horrible  ;  although  Mr.  Rhodes 
ai.d  those  working  under  him  did  all  in  their  power  to  make  thinfjs 
as  comfortable  as  possible.  Hot  coffee,  soup,  bread,  milk  for  the 
children,  everything  obtainable  was  sent  down  ;  and  some  thousands 
of  people  were  fed  free  of  charge  from  the  Saturday  night  till  the 
to  lowing  bnday  morning.  .  .  .  Those  people  who  run\bwn  Mr. 
Rhodes  should  have  been  here  during  the  four  months  of  the 
siege.  The  soup-kitchen  was  another  of  his  institutions,  threepence 
a  {)int  for  good  soup,  and  those  who  had  no  money  got  it  free." 

Now  that  the  nerve-destroving  capabilities  of  the  b'oers'  loo- 
pounder  gvr-  were  proved,  and  Mr.  Rhodes  and  other  citizens  were 
conscious  o;  the  immense  amount  of  danger  to  town  and  life  that 
must  result  from  the  bombardment,  the  Colossus,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Mayor  and  others,  forwarded  to  Colonel  Kekewich  a  letter  which 
he  begged  might  be  heliographed  to  headquarters.    The  letter  ran  :— 

"  Ki.NnsERi.EV,  February  lo. 
"On  behalf  of  tlie  inhabitants  of  this  town,  we  respectfully  desire  to  be 
mformed  whether  there  is  an  intention  on  your  part  to  make  an  immediate 
effort  for  our  relief.     \our  troops  have  been  for  more  than  two  montlis  within 
a  distance  of  httle  over  twenty  miles  from   Kimberley,  and  if  tlic  Spytfontein 
hills  are  too  stron-  for  tiiem,  there  is  an  easy  approach  over  a  level  flat      This 
tou'n,  with  a  population  of  over  45,000  people,  has  been  besieged  for     'o  day^ 
and  a  large  portion  of  the   inhabitants   has   bcc.i   enduring  great  h  "dshios' 
bcuryy  is  rampant  among  the  natives  ;  children,  owing  to  lack  of  proper  food' 
T?     r"f  r'"  F^'^K  """^'^<=''^'  ^"<'   dysentery  and   typhoid  are  very  prevalent! 
riic  chief  food  of  the  whites  have  been  bread  and  horse-Hesh  for  a  long  time 
past,  and  of  the  blacks  meal  and  malt  only.     These  hardships,  we  think  you 
will  agree,  have  been  borne   patiently  and  without  complaint   by  the  people 
Durmg  the  last  few  days  the  enemy  have  brought  into  action  from  a  position 
within  three  miles  of  us  a  6-inch  gun  throwing  a  lOO-lb.  shell,  which  is  setting 
hre  to  our  buildings  and  is  daily  causing  death  among  the  population.    As  you 
are  aware,  the  military  guns  here  are  totally  inadequate  to  cope  with  this  new 
gun       1  he  only  weapon   which  gives  any  help  is  one  of  local  manufacture. 
Under  these  circumstances,  as  representing  this  community,  we  feel  that  we 
are  justihed  in  asking  whether  you  have  any  immediate  intention  of  instructing 
your  troops   to  advance   to  our  relief     We   understand  large   reinforcements 
have  recently  arrived  in  Cape  Town,  and  we  feel  sure  that  your  men  at  Modder 
Kiver  have  at  the  outside  10,000  Boers  opposed  to  them.     You  must  be  the 
kI/^  '''r  ^°       f  number  of  British  troops  would  be  required  to  deal  with  this 
body  of  men,  but  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  relief  should  be  afforded  to 
in  IS  place. 

To  this  Lord  Roberts  replied  :— 

"I  beg  you  represent  to  the  Mayor  and  Mr,  Rhodes  as  strongly  as  you 
possibly  can  the  disastrous  and  humiliating  effect  of  surrender  after  so  pro- 
longed and  glorious  a  defence.  Many  days  cannot  possibly  pass  before  Kim- 
berley will  be  relieved,  as  we  commence  active  operations  to-mnrrow.     Fufur^ 
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."  ll«  ii-k-po.  rfsclnng  .ruin     „  chsl    1  ?  "f     '"■'^  "":''-'^'y  ••>  «on„ 
1-ebruary,  uii  articli:  with  which   ATr       l-"f  ""   ''■"    '°<1'  "f 

.He  n,iH.a.y  ...,.„r  "ddr.Jd  fhe  t,ot!;;*,:r.;;r'>,,'''o;'r''' 

"Ak.mv  Hi;.\i.(jr.\KTKKs, 

from  f,  us  date  tl.e  proof  of  the  /jLw  AY  //     w''""''^^  ^°  i"'"'^"»  vou  tl.nt 

o  m.  before  the  copies  of  any  Ja^^'Tu    ^c     I  afl  f  ''  ''^"'^'-"^^ 

tion  IS  issued  to  tiie  public  "^  ""'"bci,  leaflet,  or  other  form  of  publica- 

VV.  A.  OMkaka,  M;,jor,  Military  Censor."   " 

ma,™?  :fsiL,ir'di,Ti;rc>'r,'r^'"'-  j/-  "•"-•  »r-  ch. 

termined  to  make  life  hideous  n,?^"'  •  ^^'""^'-''•^'^"i.  was  de- 
neighbourhood  that  a  'tate  of  n  u „V  I  '^  '"'^^-^^^"tly  suc^t  the 
those  wl:o  had  Iml.erto  W  j^se  vf"'  '■]  ^''""''''^  ^^^'^  ^"""^^ 
In  addition  to  this  Pcrpetu-  Uor  -.  n  '  n  '  ,""^-oncerned  front 

was  becoming   sharper         d  '""''T  '^'''  P'^^^'^  '>^  ^^^n^ine 

.5rowinginto^oneoT--;.;for tr-'^'^n"'  ^■.^'-'^— ^  to  be 
1  hey  beo-an  to  count  the  davs  .n,l  u  i^f''  '"^"^^^  °"  "^^^ny. 
and  whether  indeed  it  wouS'^ev^r'  .^Ir-dl  "'".'  ''''f  ^^'^  ,^"^' 
days-five  days-the  1 5th  of  I-^ebruarv  '     T  ,   '"^  ^'^>-'^~-three 

a,  fairy  tale  or  a  stage  play   c  hk      h  ^  hen    dramatically,  as  in 

tl^at  French,  the  gaJlan  tt  ^" '.  i  T'"'-''' -""^  ^'""^P'  ^'^^  ^In'sper 
as  on  the  vvi„.s  of  the  wind  ccm^n  V  '  '"^''"^■'hle.  was  coming, 
who.  in  their  tedious  in'ponmeT^^^^  •^'i^Y'""^  ^"  ^^^-e 

I"  an  instant  all  was  chL  3     Tit  "  '"-  '"'^^^  '^'^P^  deferred. 

Kckewich  and  his  s^aff  >od     for'h     mdTw"'""  i■"''^>'•     ^^^'^'^^ 
^an-y  had  waved  a  wand.     In  ^     nstant    he  V  \'"^'^"  ^^'^  ^^"^^ 

nistant  the  dismal  streets  seemed 
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to  ,crro\v  gaudy  with  lla,L,^s,  to  (kilter  and  tlan/  as  with  the  hues  of  the 
butt(;rtly.  Panic  ceased,  and  j^^ave  way  to  almost  hysterical  joy. 
People  laughed,  chaffed,  threw  up  their  hats.  'I'he  mines  disgorged 
their  human  wealth— some  thousand   of  women  and   children,  who 

came    forth   alacrious,   with    swinging    step   and    loudly   l^abbling 

babbling  like  mountain  torrents  let  loose  from  the  ice  of  winter  I  "^  It 
was  a  scene  for  painter,  not  for  penman  ;  for  who  sh.all  describe 
wrinkles  ot  an.xiety  swept  suddenly  away,  pangs  of  hunger  allaved 
by  thrills  of  glad  e.xcitation,  nervcxis  e.xhaustioii  magically  forgotten, 
and  all  this  sim[)ly  because  there  was  dust  in  the  distance — tlie  dust 
of  coming  feet— the  dust  of  the  l^ritish  cavalry  sweeping  near  :v  and 
nearer  on  a  glorious  errand  oi'  deliverance  ! 

Five  minutes  later  the  looked-for  moment  had  arrivetl.  Antici- 
pation had  given  way  to  fact— the  1 24  days'  siege  was  at  an  end. 
\  et  there  were  .some  who  could  scarce  believe  their  ears.  A  man, 
hearing  that  General  French  had  arrived,  approached  a  tnjoper  who 
was  holding  a  horse  outside  the  Club,  and  asked  if  the  good  news 
was  true.  "  Yes,"  was  the  reply  ;  "  I'm  'is  horderly  ;  tliis  is  'is  'at, 
and  over  there  is  'is  'orse  !  "  And  the  Kimljerly  man  stared  at  the 
three  objects  before  him  as  though  he  could  never  take  his  fill  of 
satisfaction. 

(;i;\i:rai,  French's  ridi-: 

And  now,  as  the  conjuror  says,  to  explain  how  it  was  all  done. 
The  object  of  the  combined  movements  was  to  turn  Cronie's  posi- 
tion, which  extended  west  and  east  from  Majersfontein  to  Roodoes- 
berg  Drift  on  the  one  side  towards  Klip  Drift  on  the  .M(xlder  on 
the  other,  to  relieve  Kimberley,  and,  if  possible,  cut  off  the  retreat 
of  the  Boers  to  Hloemfontein  and  in\  -t  the  whole  force.  This 
stupendous  programme  was  unfolded  to  General  l-'rench  and  his 
A.A.G.  Colonel  Douglas  Haig  at  the  time  already  mentioned, 
when  the  great  cavalry  leader  mysteriously  ran  dtnvn  from  Coles- 
berg  to  the  Cape.  Here  the  plans  for  the  future  campaign  were 
discussecl,  and  here  General  Freiuh  agreed  to  embark  on  an  enter- 
prise which  had  it  failed  in  a  single  particular  might  ha\e  brought 
about  "such  a  disaster  as  would  have  shaken  I^ngland's  dominion 
in  South  Africa  to  its  very  foundation."  This  is  the  opinion  of 
Captain  Cecil  IJoNle,  a  splendid  young  officer,  who,  when  asked  to 
join  General  French's  staff  as  i;  illoper,  was  almost  cnercome  with 
joy.  P)Ut  the  plan  did  not  fail  :  indeed  it  succeetled  beyond  exj^.ecta- 
tion,  and  the  relief  of  Kimberley,  iiccomplished  sc^lely  by  the  mounted 
troops— said  to  be  the  largest  force  ever  commanded  by  a  British 
Gener.d— was  a  feat  scarcely  to  be  excelled  in  the  annals  of  war- 
fare. This  feat  was  performed  between  the  nth  and  the  15th  of 
February,    during    which    the    Division    experienced    hardships    of 
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portion  „r  ,l,„   |H„„a,    fr  m     1-,      '  ,"'""'    '"'■'■'">•    ''"'^"l    "-^y 

a  day,  while  the  men  h"ved  fln-.IK-  tv  i  'v'^"^"-'  ^'^  ' '■  l'^-  "(  corn 
eating  as  thev  went  a  ,^.  ;!'^  K,  '  '*  '""^'^'  '^'"''^^  ^'^l 
".Hiding  but  boiled  mealK;  "!  bs  W  ^  ■  T.^  T^'  "'^'  ''^^-"^'^ 
suffennos  of  the-  aninMls  so  terrible   titwh'  i'''^'"''''   '"'''^   ^'^^ 

encountered,   the   brutes    wild   u  ?'  ''  ''^'■*''""  ^^•'•^  ""^"e 

wards  it  in  their  fra;';     u^^  ^"^  ^^"f^^   of  deli^s^ht.   tore    to- 

and  carrying  their  :Z:':::;-,^ZZ  rn ^  "t  '^^>'' "^'  .S'^-'' 
were  drowned.      Ma,,,-  horses  <i;.-      \  ^^"""^  '"  ^'^'•'^   ^^ay 

f  ^ooo.  only  5400  2J:;:::i   :  ^i  ch  ;;Xt .  ^'  'r  ^"^'-  -^^ 

the  success  of  the  achievement    wh  .1     r  r       '''''''  ''^''-''tt^n  in 

ducted  with  adrnirable  ^W    1  ^'"'''  ^''1  'l'  '''^^   ^^-^  -'>"- 

"-vellous  ride  is  Io.£  ^pi  '  ^^^  w^''^'^  , '"'^^^  ^'^'^ 
criticise  the  diflkulty  and  dirin  ^  of  r  .  ''^'\  ^'^''^'^  technically 
finest  achievements  ,!^  Cn-sh  arms  ^"'^'''P'-'--  as   one   of  the 

Ge.S;dF^nchst.;;LI^  wiiLit^^^^^^  ^^^;^'^>'  ^''r-"  -^'- 

amount  of  mvstery   the  troon    I  '"ap'dity,  aiul  with  a  vast 

bourhood  of  EnsHn',     G    ismn  ^^"^V'^"''''"^'  "'-^'^'^^■^  '"  ^''^  "eiuh- 

on  the  now  celebiuLPmr  '  l!^' ul^  rdll^l^^VJ^^^T  T^'^^^- 
swiftly  was  everythino-  nl-,nn,.<l   -,  ,  I  ,  Kimberley.      So 

Plish^l.  that  even  S^.  r^c  ;,;  ",,1?  dexterously  was  it  accom- 
was  incapable  of  bdievin "  Lu  e^  le^t^T  "^''■''  r''  -•-•>-'--^-. 
with  the  rapiditv  of  a  cvcloi      fr!)      f  '"'T^'  '''''''  ''^dvancin^. 

they  made  nevertheless.       JWore   fh,     I<  v  i  '^'^ '^  ^l<'an  sweep 

'led  precipitatelv  from  their  V    s    ,  '^"  •  ^^'^'V^'^   ^'^'^^'^^^    Dutchmen 

^^^^/^^  ^..;  and  all  thdi^e^  s  evic  ^  rS/^"7  7^  ""^^'^  ''^'^  ^ 
They   carried    to   (Von;  m    '        ^''''>'  ^''^'^  ^^^^^  "«'"?  them 

approachi„rand   premri     '  r  l"""'T^    "^    ^^■"■^'■^'^    nuiltitude 

M^Versfont^n,  nnj;;:rwhS.  L.cliv^uL  lol^lTol  T''  ^"^'^" 
plan.       Cronje   instantly    nrimerl    k  ;/     .  ?       ,      ^^«'^^''"t«  ■''tratc-r^^ 

I^ritish,strei4thenin^  isCficat  rfanl  r  "'^  T^^^'^"  '^^  ^- 
west,  where  he  knevv  the  KCl  P.:  J'''^'"^^^  '^'^  "'>'^'  ''"  ^'^^ 
again  was  precisely  wh      Lor  i     '  f^""?^  '"''^  "P^''^^^'"S-      This 

Meanwhile    in  the  li  du     f    l"  ''"\'  '"'^"^«'  '^'"^  ^o  do. 

through  the  mysteriou      Boe    i  '^  "^.^'■-  '^'"^'^''".^^  cautiou'sly 
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from  Orange  River  picked  up.      On  the  morning  of  Monday  the 
1 2th,   the  troops  were  again  on   the  move,   .starting  at    3  am     and 
endeavouring  to  cover  as  many  miles  as  possible  befoVe  tlie  sun  sliould 
rise  and  make  tin-  vvliolc  earth  into  a  scorching,  blistering  wilderness 
But  now,  in  return  for  the  cool  night  air,  they  had  to  contend  with 
jetty  obscurity       \  er>-  slow,  therefore,  was  their  progress.     When 
helped  by  the  dawn  they  got  along  faster,  and  soon  the  whole  division 
reached   W  aterva  .      lien;  extra  precautions  were   taken,   for  none 
knew  how  many  Dutchmen  might  be  ensconced  in  the  surroundinL^ 
kopjes  or  whether  the  drift  might  be  swarming  with   Boers.      But 
they  were  not  long  left  in  doubt.      A  Boer  shell  greeted  the  troops 
with  such   lucety   of  range   that   the   General  and   his    staff   barely 
escaped.      Colonel   Lustace,   R.II.A.,  immediately  turned  his  att<-n- 
held  on  ^'""'  ''""^  ""^'"""^'^  silenced  it,  but  the  enemy  still 

Uekiel's  Drift  is  commanded  by  kopjes,  having  on  the  bank  an 
octopus-armed  donga  which  cuts  deeply  into  the  soil.  At  this  drift 
the  Boers  endeavoured  to  make  a  stand,  but  the  Mounted  Infantry 
and  Koberts  Horse  were  too  mucli  lor  them.  Unfortunatelv,  Cap- 
tain ^MHjendie,  second  111  command  of  the  latter  regiment,  was  shot 
|rom  Drift  Kopje,  in  the  shadow  of  which  his  remains  were  interred 
1  Here  was  no  time  for  expression  of  mourning  and  regret ;  the  Boers 
Had  to  be  routed,  and  presently,  finding  their  rear  threatened,  they 
went  streaming  away  Irom  their  strong  position,  taking  with  them 
their  guns.  After  this  the  drift  was  taken  possession  of,  and  in  the 
rays  of  the  setting  sun  the  disciplined  hosts— brigade  after  brigade 
—crossed  the  kiet  River,  keeping  possession  of  both  banks        "" 

Horses  and  men  were  wearied  out,  scorched,  and  famishin<r  and 
there  was  a  general  sense  of  relief  when  at  last  they  were  joined  by 
Lord   Kitcliener  and  staff  and  the  Sixth  Division,  with  convoys  of 
provisions  and  fodder.     At  dawn  on  Tuesday  a  great  deal  had  to 
be  done— breakfast   finished,    nose-bags  filled,   &c.,    before    it  was 
possible  to  order  the  advance.      Day  was  well  developed  by  the  time 
the  brigades  had  started,  and  now  came  the  exceeding  trials  of  their 
march       1  he  level  veldt  was  like  a  mirror  to  a  brazen  sky,  and  all 
through  the  sweltering  hours  when  the  sun  blazed  its  strongest,  men 
and  horses,  shadeless,  parched,  and  sparsely  fed,  moved  on  mile  after 
mife  on  their  imperative  errand  without  pause  and  without  relief, 
hven  a  beautiful  well  of  water,  which  tempted  them  to  distraction, 
fiad  to  be  passed  by  untouched.      It  was  necessary  to  reserve  it  for  the 
infantry,  who  .vere  following  on  the  morrow.      So   dry,  dejected,  yet 
determined,   they  went  on  and  on,  crossed  the  districts  of  Poortje 
Zwart    kopjes,    Kromkuil,    and    made   a   brief  halt    at    VVecrdraai 
rrom  thence  they  swung  along  past  pans  and  kopjes  and  plains, 
due  north  to  klip  Drift. 
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Laptiin  \\ny\v,  in  the  Ninctceutu  Century,  <;;ivc  a  firsh  and 
spu-UtHl  Hccniiiu  ,,r  ili.ii-  niovcmciits  on  this  i-nnortanl  and  critical 
niardi. 

"  I  he  distance  covircd  in  txtcndcd  order  was  ^^reat,  and  to  save 
the  artillery  hnrses  Major  Lawrence  directed  the  columns  bv  a  sli<;ht 
di'Umr  north-easterly,  leaving  Jacobsdal  sonic  seven  or  ei-ht  nifles 
to  our  lelt._  i  he  ln.-at  was  new  intense,  and  was  further  nureased 
by  the  accident  il  burning-  of  the  veldt  over  a  laru(;  area,  ijiereby 
destn.yni-Murlield-cable.  as  we  Ic-arnt  afterwards/  bVoni  Hank  to 
Hank  the  ilistaiice  was  so  -reat  that  at  times  the  Ceneral's  irallopers 
could  not  m.,ve  their  hors,:s  out  ..fa  walk,  thou-h  the  mes^a-n-  was 
important,  and  (  very  where  men  and  JDrses  alike  suffered  from  sun 
ami  ihirst. 

_  "General  Gortlon's  bri-ade,  far  awav  ..n  th.'  left,  was  ordered  to 
i)nn-  up  Its  left  shoulders  f.  me.-t  wlial  I.-oked  like  an  attat  k  on  the 
ri-ht,  but  the  -uns  .,1  the  ist   Urigach'  put  the  enemv  to  tli-ht,  ami 
llie  marc  h  was  re^umed  in  slightly  .liffere'iit  order.      The  left  brigade 
under  (,eneral  ( iordon,  was  ordered  to  advance  ;  the  centre  brirrade, 
uncle,-  (.cneral  T-n  .adwo.ui,  was  deployed  to  the  ri<rht  ;  and  the  n-rht 
bri-ade,  under  Colonel  AK^xander,  was  ordered  to' follow  in  the  re^u- 
broni  ahttle  stone-coven  d  knoll  the  General  and  his  staff  scanned 
the-  distant  river  and   its  banks  ei-lu  miles  nff,  and  instantly  deter- 
imm.    tn  pL.sh  on  lor  the  drift.      '  Move  up  the-  whole  division,'  and 
the    three   -allopers   started    back    with    the    order  to  the   brigades, 
which   had   been   halted  meanwhile.       General   Gordon   on   the  left 
\\1lluhe9thand  iGth  Lancers  and  his  -uns,  and  Gen<-ral  liroadwood 
on  the  ri-ht,  with  the  12th  Lancers.  Household  Composite,  and  loth 
Hussars,  moved  oft  at  on.  <■  ;   Ux  Colonel  Alexander's  bri-rade  was 
tar  ill  the  re  ar— he  had  already  Wt  sixtv  horsc's,  and  the  rest  could 
move    but   slowly.      The   artill.  ry  horse's   could  scarcely  dra---  their 
.i^uns  and  wanorons,    but  still  the  (General  dc:i.rmin.  <1   to  force   the 
driit  ;  am   I  believe  this  decision  was  oiu:  of  the-  most  critical  in  the 
relief  of   Kimberley,    for,   had   we  not  -ained  the  drift  directly  cuir 
[)iesence  was  known,  the  enemy  would  most  certainly  have  fortified 
a  very  stron.cr  natural  position.      But  the  General's  mind  was  made 
up.  and  he  was  cjuirk  to  act.      Thn.wiiv^  Gordon  on  to  the-  left  to 
•■llect  a  crossincr,  and  Broadwood  some  five  miles  away  on  his  ricrht 
the  advance  to  the  river  was  made  so  swifdv  that  the  enemy  were 
al.solutely.surpnsed.     After  shellin-  for  s..m.' time-,  Gordon  crossed 
aiKl  went  in  pursuit.      Only  four  -uns  out  of  twelve  could  come  into 
action    m   the   cc-ntre,  but  with   such   effect  that  the  enemy  shortly 
retreated   over   the.   hills.       By  this   time   General    Broadwood   had 
crossed    on    the    right,    and    his    brigade    trumpeter    sounded    the 
1  .ir.,i.c.         ilK:   general  rejut  was  now  complete— camp,  wa'-crons 
everything  was  in  our  hands.      Nc-w  bread  was  l)ing  about  'on  the 
^^'  y:>  C 
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vclilt  aiul  cl()Uj;li-tins  rciul)  tt    l)f  placed  nn  the  lire,  with  such  hustc 
had  ihc  Boers  K-ft  their  pnsii  .m. 

"My  horse  had  died  with  my  hist  incssai^e  to  the  1st  I'rij^adc, 
and  I  triub^'cd  on  over  ihi'  levi:l  veKk  partly  on  foot,  [larily  on 
anununition  wa^^'i^Mins,  o\er  the  last  five  miles,  crossed  the  Moilder 
River  with  the  four  j^iiiis  of  1'  and  (i  ISatteries,  and  went  to  coii- 
j^rratulate  the  (iciicral,  wlio  was  sitlin;^^  on  the  north  hank,  on  his 
spl'  ndid  aehie\cinenl ;  f')r  1))'  this  last  forced  niiirch  of  neaily  t(.'n 
miks  he  had  won  half  his  way  to  Kiinberley.  Little  incidi-nts  after 
the  ruut  were  full  of  the  Iv.invnir  that  haiurs  around  iNcrvthinL: 
grave.  One  of  the  st.ifl  pluniLjed  into  the  river  and  cauj^dit  some 
geese,  but  some  one  else  att;  them  ;  a  pig  ran  the  gauntlit  through 
the  camp— amidst  roars  of  laughter,  cvi-n  fn»m  the  serious  (ieneral 
— of  lances,  bayonets,  knives,  sticks,  boots,  water-bottles,  ainihing 
to  hand,  and  at  length  was  caught  by  a  lucky  trooper,  who  shared 
his  feast  that  night  with  his  frit;nds.  A  waggon  of  fresh  fruit  was 
taken,  sufticient  to  make  thirsty  men's  mouths  w;ii<  r,  but  some 
thouglu  tile  grapes  wert;  sour.  Why  the  lloers  rett'  aed  in  'Hich  a 
luirr)'  is  difficuli  to  understand,  for  the  position  and  drift  were  ver\' 
strong  and  easy  to  defend,  (^specially  against  a  spent  foe;  and,  but 
for  the  ({uickness  of  the  advance  over  the  oj)en  veldt,  which  took 
the  Hocrs  compk^tely  by  surprise,  the  division  \\(juld  \v,\.\v  encoun- 
tered a  very  nasty  opposition." 

The  Dutchmen  were  pursued  with  splendid  animation  b)- 
General  Ciordon's  )aded  brigade,  who  succ(.;eded,  worn  out  as 
they  were,  in  capturing  some  ambulance  waggons  and  some  iSoer 
doctors  ;  while  (jcneral  i^njadwood's  brigade,  also  worn  out,  chascjd 
the  Boers  into  the  far  distance  till  absolute  exhaustion  forced  the 
abandonment  of  the  pursuit.  So  at  the  drift  the  cavalry  division 
enjoyed  its  terribly  ne(tded  repose.  They  had  gone  through  an 
a{)[)alling  ordeal,  but  it  had  been  wonderfully  surmounted,  and  the 
command  of  river  both  at  Klip  Drift  and  Klip  Kraal,  some  miles  to 
the  east,  had  been  secured. 

On  the  14th  the  Boers  still  continued  to  buzz  about  after  the 
fashion  of  mosquitoes— now  advancing,  now  retiring,  worrying  and 
annoying,  but  never  coming  boldly  to  the-  attack. 

They  made  strong  efforts  to  fathom  the  movements  and  designs 
of  the  British,  but  without  success.  Colonel  Gorringe,  Chief  of 
Lord  Kitchener's  Staff,  now  arrived,  and  announced  that  Lord 
Kitchener  and  General  Kelly-Kenny  were  ad\ancing  by  night  from 
Dekiel  Drift,  whereupon  Ca[)tain  Laycock,  A.D.C.,  rode  out  and 
succeeded  by  midnight  in  conducting  these  officers  safely  to  camp. 
In  the  small  hours  the  Sixth  Division,  after  a  hard  and  really 
glorious  m.irrh,  which  must  be  descrilKnl  anon,  arrived.  Thus  his 
left   Hank  being  secured,   General   French  was  free  to   pursue  his 
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>ni.'tuo„s  ml.-.      lh,s  he  du    alt.T  huuVuv^  ..v.r  f.  the  infantrv  thr 
..sm.-ns   lu.-  had  .^.unrd.      Whil.  ih.  cavalry  cHvisi..,,   .nnv.  cI  .     t 
K.  ly-IyMM)-  s  chv,s,oM-as  ,n  th.-  ,^.anv  of  •......•ral  post  --nuU  k   ' 

su.tod   to  th.   varant   plac...  thus  nuking  anv  return' uf  th.       !  •     '■ 
norrs  iinpMssihlc.  '  '".-• 

Thr  thrrc  cavahy  br^adrs  thrn  drew  up  in  columns  of  hri-adV 
masses.  u,th  the  seven  batteries  of  hor>e-artiIl,ry  o„  their  1 
where  the  stron,^n.st  .utack  fro,n  the  Ia:,,vr  near  Kimbe  1 -v  v.; 
Kshm  '■•'"  '"  ^'^^I^'-'-.-ere  ..^..  and  prepared  ^^r  [" 
Hr.tsI,  move  was  une.-rtain  but  it  was  decided  tha  a  all  costs  thV 
cavalry  would  cut  thr()uj,rh  them. 

()l.|-nuions  b(-^an  with  the  shelling  and  capture  of  two  laat^ers  on 
the   nouh  side  .,(   du-  nver.  and  the  wav  bein-  thus  cleared Ot   th 
n.en,y.  the  d.v>sH,n  m.de  its  way  to  a  p.^nt  wl^i^n:  it  ^^^  s     "      y      e 

hcots  t.re>s.  Mouehold  C'  .-airy,  and  two  I.ancer  Re-iments   num 

m:^:zi.::'''^  "^^^"' '-'-  ^'^"-^^  ..rhorse-artiii:.,.;an^ ;;;:;:. 

Scarcely  had  the  ^ngades  proceeded  beA)re  the  Hoers  opened 
fire,  and  soon  men  and  -unners  fell  and  horses  riderless  ancl  ,,  h^s 
devo.d  of  dnvers  were-  seen  rushin,,.  madly  over  the  p lai  .      hn  n    a 

rep  led    to    b>     the    ouns    of   the    horse-artillery.        TluTe    was    no 

Lancer    rec-iments   -nwl    Qr^.^f^    r-  ,  -^^^'''-^^    I'^e    o  )(mi    tlie 

rest  of  the  7orce  dei^n-ed  t  ^^'^  '1  .'•'"""^""  •?^'''"-^'-  ^''^'^  t'^- 
hurricane,  a  sin  ceo  Hie  cU  e  t''  T"^'  "-^^"r^'^'  ••^'^'^^■^'  '"<-  ^^ 
lead,    but   the   cavalrv     h.^  .,       7"  f "  '^''''''^''■^^  ^'"wn  theMV 

vol,...  of      ,.,'•;     >'i^^V^''^'f.    thundered    alon^^    thnnvin.^    up   a 
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Im'vc  loiiL,^  miles  the  nice  of  the  c<;nt;iurs  continued — centaurs 
l^^-illopini^r  as  if  for  clear  life — Carabineers  and  Cireys  leadinL,^  the 
main  body,  tin;  i2th  Lancers  on  the  left,  the  Household  Com- 
posite Regiment  with  the  9th  Lancers  on  the  riLjht — a  regal  show, 
and  one  worth  a  lifetime  to  ha\-e  witnessed. 

At  l)e  \'il!iers  the  exhausted  warriors  watered  their  horses  and 
stro\e  to  gather  together  the;  poor  brutes  for  a  final  eflort.  ^Lany 
were  sun-stricken,  others  had  simply  usetl  themselves  up.  Tlie 
speed  that  was  to  outwit  Cnmjc!  had  to  be  jiaiti  for  in  horsellesh. 
lUit,  owing  to  that  spcM^d,  much  loss  of  human  life  was  s[)ared. 
Lieutenant   Sweet   ICscolt    (16th    Lancers)   had   fallen  early  in   the 


Tyi'icai.  Unui  i.crouni)  nwi-.i.i.iNu  at  Kimiif-rm-.y. 

day,  but  considering  llie  fire  of  the  enemy  it  was  a  marvel  that  only 
one  officer  had  been  killed.  One  man  was  also  slain,  and  there  were 
about  thirty  wouiuUhI. 

At  two  o'clock  the  troo])s  were  halted  at  ih.c;  base  of  a  small 
kopje,  Irom  the  crown  of  which  it  was  possible  to  dc cr)-  tin:  chimneys 
of  Kimberley  in  ihr.  distance.  It  was  as  though  they  had  sighted 
the  l'rom*:,'d  Land.  Cp  w(Mit  a  mi<ditv  cheer  from  a  tlK)usand 
throats,  rniLjuig  almost  against  the  vault  of  tht;  biiinisheil  hea\'en. 
and    echoing    far    and    w  idt;    among    the    threateniiv,'-    Lxx^r-hauntetl 
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Strategy   Fcrsus  Tactics 

kopjes !     l-'imlxji-lcy  was  on  the  eve  ul"  relief.     The  trial,  ilu-  troiihk; 


the    tiirmoi 


were    over !      The    triumph    was    w( 


)ii 


( )ii    went    the 


Division,  ridin-  now  with  all  their  mi- hi,  and  at  si-ht  of  them  the 
enemy,  hot-foot,  commenced  to  ,>,^illop  into  space.  si^Mi  the  Division 
was  w,thin  si-ht  of  th('  suburbs,  and  their  -uns  were  ad.lressinu- 
themselves  to  a  lioer  laa.L,rer  on  th  ;  east  of  the  town.  The  extr'ri 
u[)roar  struck  fre-.h  alarm  in  the  people  of  Kimberlev  who  h.id 
been  driven  distrauL,du  by  the  I'.oer's  loo-pomuh'rs,  aiuf  ;i  mcssaof 
was  (lashed  out,  "  Tht^  lU.ers  are  sln'llin-  the  town."  Then  came 
the  answe-r-the  .t^lorious  answer--//  is  Ccncnxl  Frcuch  comino- to 
the  relief  oj  A.wAv/.y.  The  news  to  the  imprisoned  multitude 
seemec  incredible.  I  hey  dreaded  lest  it  mi-ht  be  a  ^■^v^^■  wile  .,f 
the  Dutchman,  and,  to  make  assurance  doubly  sure.  Hashed  out  a 
iresh  (luery.  P.ut  by  sunset  the  P,rltish  troops  had  appeared  :  the 
whole  force,  battered,  bronzed,  but  jubilant,  was  -al!,,pi„,r  i„u, 
Ijeaconslickl.  '      '"^ 

STR.\^^:(;^•  versus  'iwctics 

_  Soim;  one  has  said  that  slrateoy  is  a  permanent  science  whose 
prmcipl.s  are  nnmutaljle,  while  tactics  vary  with  the  variations  of 
\veai)ons  and  moilcs  of  warfare.  The  lirst  example  .,f  tin's  per- 
manent science  was  presented  only  when  Lord  Roberts  came  to 
.SoulliAlrica,  but  so  complete  and  skilful,  and  withal  so  subtle  was 
the  initial  demonstration,  that  its  fruits  within  ten  davs  of  his  arrival 
at  the  front  were  ready  to  drop  to  his  hand.  Lookin-  back,  the 
plan  ot  Lord  Roberts'  <.perations  appears  simple  in  the  extreme  but 
at  tlie  time  onlx  masterly  conception  and  acceracy  of  e.xecution  c'ould 
nave  ensured  success  for  so  complicated  a  proirramme.  'J'o  anpre- 
c.ate  Its  subtety  and_  its  neat  execuli,.n,  it  becomes  necc^ssarv  to 
folowilu:  other  portions  of  the  pro.^ramme,  benin„in^r  fmn/the 
entry  into  the  Tree  State  of  the  enormous  armv  that  was  massed  on 
Its  borders  by  Monday  the  i.nh.  On  that  dav  three  division  o 
infantry,  the  6th,  ;th_,  an<l  9th,  General  French's  division  two 
bn-ades  of  mounted  infantry  under  Colonels  Ilannay  and  liidlev 
respec  ively     the    .u-t.llery    under    (^,eneral    Marshall,    consistin^^    of 

M  ^  ^^'""7"  •'  '-r--^'"-T-  ^->  '-,ade  divisio.;; ;; 

f  ur  i^inch'  '"r  '^"^^•'^'^'^'-  ^^^"--y-  -'Hi  a  Xaxal  Contin.^ent  of 
tour  4./-'nch  and  lour  12-pounders,  marched  from  Graspan  and 
Honeynest  kloof  throu^d,  Ramdam.  The  total  fie  d  for  e 
amounted  to  .3,000  mftntry  and  ,,,000  mountc:d  men,  with  oS 
.U^njs.  and  a  transport  of  over  ;oo  wa-.,ns  drawn  by  nearly  9000 

anual  oi  a  battery  of  6-mch  howitzers,  throwinir  loo-lb.  shells  and 
d,ree  \  ickers-Maxm.  <iu  ck-flrers  and  the  Bri^aefc  of  Guards,  wl  ch 
had  remame.l  opposite  the  Hoer  trenches  at  >bijersfontein 
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The  followinL; 


l.iblc  serves  to  show   roughl)'  the  tUspositiou  of 


the  troops  :- 


I'll'.I.D-MARSHAI,  LORD  RODERTS'  FORCE 


FlRSl"  Division.— (I-icutcnaiU-Gcncral  Lord  Mctluicnj. —  ist  ( I'ulc-Carcw's) 
Drigadc — 3rd  Grenadier  Guards;  ist  Coldstream  Guards:  Jiid  Coldstream 
Ciuards;  1st  Scots  Guards.  9tli  (Douglas's)  Brigade — 1st  Nortliuiiil)erland 
Fusiliers;  ist  L<)3-al  North  Lancashire  (half);  2iid  Northamptonshire;  2nd 
■^'orkshire  Light  Infantry;    iSth,  62nd,  75tii  Field  Batteries. 

Six  I'll  1)I\'ISU)X. — (Lieutenant -General  Kelly- Kenn}-). —  12th  Brigade — 
2nd  Worcestershire,  ist  Royal  Irish,  2nd  Bedfordshire,  2nd  Wiltshire  (half  bat- 
talionsj.  13th  Briga(''«  (Knox's) — 2nd  East  Kent;  Ist  Oxfordshire  Eight 
Infantry;  1st  West  Riding;  2nd  Gloucester;  /Gth,  8ist,  and  S2nd  Field 
Batteries  ;  38tli  Company  Royal  Engineers. 

Sevkxth  Division. — (Lieutenant-Gcncral  Tucker). —  14th  Pnigade — 2nd 
Norfolk;  2nd  Lincoln  ;  ist  King's  Own  Scottish  Borderers ;  2ik1  Hants.  15th 
Brigade — 2nd  Cheshire;  1st  East  Lancaslr're  ;  2nd  South  Wales  B(jrder(rs  ; 
2nd  North  Stafford  ;  83rd,  84th,  aiul  85th  Field  Batteries  ;  (jth  Company  Royal 
luigineers. 

Ninth  Division. — (Major-Goneral  Sirll.Colvile). —  3r(l(  Highland)  Brigade 
(MacDonald's) — isl  Argyll  and  Sutherland;  1st  Highland  Light  Infantry;  2nd 
Seaforth  Highlanders;  2nd  Royal   Highlanders  (Black  Watch).      1 8th  Brigade 

—  1st  Essex;    ist  Yorkshire  ;    ist  Welsh  ;  2nd  Royal  Warwick. 

Cavai.KV  i-»IVISloN. — (  M,aj(ir-Gcncral  (Local  Lieutenant-Gencral)  French). 

—  1st  Brig.ide  (Broadwood) — loth  Hussars;  12th  Lancers;  Household  Cavalry. 
2nd  Brigade  (Porter) — 6th  Dragoon  Guards;  6*h  Dragoons  (two  squadrons); 
2nd  Dragoons;  New  Zealanders ;  Australians.  3rd  Brigade  (Gordon) — 9th 
Lancers;    l6tli  Lancers;   Horse  Artillery;  G,  P,  O,  R,  Q,  T,  U  I'latterics. 

TkooI'S  with  Lord  Roniours. — Gordon  Highlanders;  2iul  Duke  of  Corn- 
wall's Light  Infantry;  2iid  Shropsliirc  Light  Infantry;  Canadian  Regiment; 
Roberts'  Horse;  Kitchener's  Horse;  City  of  Londdu  Imperial  X'olunteers 
(Mounlcil  Infantry  Company)  ;  2nd,  3Sth,  39th,  44th,  and  88tli  Field  P>alterics ; 
A  Battery  R.I  I.  A.  ;  37th  and  65th  Howitzer  Batteries  ;  three  Naval  4.7-in.  guns; 
part  of  Siege  Train. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  that  General  Colvile  had  been 
appointixl  to  the  command  of  the  Ninth  Division,  while  Colonel 
I'ole-Carew  was  transferred  from  the  command  of  the  Ninth,  I)ri_L;ade 
to  that  of  tlie  Gtiards  15ri,o^;ide,  and  wa.s  .succeeded  in  the  former  post 
by  Colonel  Douolas,  l.ite  Chief  of  the  Staff  to  Lord  Methiien. 

Having;  viewed  this  force,  it  becomes  somewiiat  intert:stinj^  to 
note  how  smoothly  wheel  turned  within  wheel.  The  movement 
began  by  the  concentration  of  General  I'Vench's  division  at  Ramdam. 
Op.  the  mornint;'  of  the  I2lh  the  infantry  aj^peared,  and  General 
r'rench  moved  on,  crossed  Dekiel's  Drift  on  Tuesday  the  13th,  and 
captured  Klip  Drift  and  Drieput  Drift,  on  the  Moddei  River.  Follow- 
hv^  him  closelv  on  the  i  2tli  came  the  divisions  of  Cicneral  Tucker  and 
General  Kellv-Kemiv.  The  latter  division  was  accomi)ani(Hl  by  Lord 
Kitchener  and  his  staff.      The  neo^otiation  of  tin:  first  drift,  which  was 

'  3'^ 


Field-Marshal   Lord    Roberts'   Force 

•■ „,ii,,;.  ,  ,,        i>       ■  ■    •  'J'  „>■""  '""■'''  "■"!'  '"'"lite 

""■IK.  ihi.  .Iiilt.      I  his  ,s  no  s,„;,||  niulrrtakin-  f„r  ilrift,, 


room    n  tiu-ir  inidsr      TN,.  ,-       i.  '  •^'    ^"  ''""^^"  "loviiur 

--th  bank,  an  '  at  d.:  f '  ^    ^     n.nnKlabl.  wa;,j,<,n-lnacls  up  the 

the  rive:.-  all  the  wav,  so  as      'n,       "    |^.-^^'^""'"''    ^J^'    '"^-'"^ 
GeiKM-al    Kc'llv-Kcnnv  fnllnu-    1  'i'.  "^k  <>.    ''cin-  without  water. 

,.r       ,       .^^">    i^Liiii)    l()ll,)u,.(l,    inarchiiiL:   Ironi    Walcrvil    n,-;(V   ^ 
Wegdiaai    on    the   nio,-nin-  of  th<'    r  nh     .n  I         ^^•^\^'^\'''   i>iilt  to 
5    .".M.  on   the  same  day   t7.   Kh      l)i     '   '  ll^''''"'''"'"'^  "^^""^^  ''' 
middle  of  the  nioht       Tu   rnrr  ,'    ^  '^■'\^^'^''  ••'■■•'^1^x1   in   the 

vvas  accon.ph^K:.vd  cd  r   m  -^^^^  ^v^.ch  this  rush  on  his  heels 

tHc  arrival'of  h'  inf  nUT  J  n^  French  who  had  been  awaiting 
relief   of    Kin.berle  '  l^is       Hr    l"   '"^  "' '"^  "^'"''J'  ''"'  '^^^ 

Thursday    the    i  ,-th    .)f   iV  hnruV    M  r,''''^  '""'"V^^'^'''^'^' ^^    ^^" 

strategic' n.uhin^rv  w-re  '  !  c' und  V'  '  V  i'"^'^  "^  ^'^^^ 
entered  Jacobsdal.'which  to  h  ^f  ,  '''7''''  <;f '''''>■  I'^'^''"'  ^'''^ 
cludin.^.  manv  of  o  ,,  ow  in  ,  f  'p'  ^",  '^^•'  '^^'"  "''  ^^'>und.d,  in- 
thc   n^ounted  inf  m  r        e  r;     a  k" '  u    1 '^y'- ,  ^^'^ -->• '-de 

the  river,  and  so  smllcn  was  tho  -..t-,  .i  V^'^''  '"  the  vicmity  of 
Colonc.l  Uenrv,  Ma  or  H  uch  .11  V''"'  "'"^  "^"'"  ^^^'--^  ^^"^'"^'^■^I- 
battery  of  artiliJrvl'di-  '"""^  ';'"  ""•^^^  ^^'••■^'  '"'•'^^'■"^^  A 
such  Lers  .^  weVc  v  m  ,  '  r'T^  "^  ^'^^  P'^^^-  and  put  .rni^ht 
H^-sters  of  the  sk  utt '  /^"'f  K  H;^'  )!  --"1-n  the  BruiJh  remaim.l 
men  w.re  lleein-^       n    (acbl  1       f  ';,"""  ^'"'^^  ^^'''•'''^  t'^^'"  I^'^'-^'i- 

the  neighbourh,:.c7  Kim  t  ;  ^""f  ^^'^^fV^^'-^^^tein.  and  fVom 
-surrounding  them  Lord  Mi:  ^t;  '^  r '""••^  '^'^  "'"^'  ^'^^■>-  '^^^^ 
at  Jacobsdal.  General  Kc'l  v-K  '  '        Al  "^  T'r^^  ^^'^"^''"^^^    ^  - '^^"'• 

General  French  on  th^n     tk       dVi'^l^/c'V-y'  '^"^^^"^'  '''^''^^ 

Soly^L-Wh^s^^ 

-gnised  that  there  .a;t;a;:;-iS--V,^^^^^ 
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1  i\".s  the  lirsi  part  of  the  pro^^rnunme  was  accomplished.  Kim- 
hei-]'  was  automatically  relieved  ;  CnMije  \va  ;  on  the  run.  IJut  his 
runnniij^  was  no  easy  matter.  Since  Lord  Robert'-'  strategy  had 
come  into  p'ay,  there  was  a  prospect  of  a  neck-and-ne-k  race  between 
the  mobile  Hocr  and  tiie  mobile  llriton,  and  su  ..■■.  s.s  lU-pendeu  on 
(ieneral  French's  abilii;  not  only  to  rout  but  to  Ifad  off  the  retreat 
of  the  I)utchman.  'Ihat  the  P.ritish  cavalry  commander  should  oul- 
niatch  him  in  celerity  was  a  contin.s^rency  w'iiich  had  not  occurred  t  ) 
Cronje  ;  that  he  should  advance  independently  of  t'v  rail,  and  start 
off  across  the  Riet  to  trek  to  the  Modder,  was  rlescribed  bv  one  of 
his  countrymen  as  distinctly  "  un-lirhi  ;h."  Whether  this  epithet 
was  used  to  tl(Miote  aihnir  iLion  or  coat*  nipt  we  cannot  s.iy.  Ceil  lin 
it  was  that  tlu;  wily  [)ersecutor  of  Mafehing  .aid  Kimberlev  tho-L^ht 
thiit  the  secret  of  the  art  of  irekkins^r  was'  oonfuied  to  l.iuiieir  and 
liis  ral)J)le,  until  he  discovered,  too  late,  that  the  .'quallv  '.viK  hrench 
wiiJi  hi-  •■!  (  iplined  legions  was  ready  to  ride  o.vei  him.'  On  the 
i6th  of  l^.j^Tuai  /  th{;  astonished  commandant,  with  a  horde  of  10,000 
Boers,  was  scudding  in  full  retreat  towai\ls  lUoemfontein.  On  a" 
sides  were  V 
food,    r-ibles, 

and  pan.c-tricken  Dutchmen'.  iTronfield,  Saltpan.  'Scholtz  Xc:k, 
and  Spyfontein  were  now  evacuated.  I'nder  :o\('r  of  darkness 
the  investing^  hordes  had  taken  to  their  heels,  le.iving  behind  them 
even  herds  of  cattle  and  ammunition,  in  their  desire  to  gain  a  loop- 
hole of  escape.  But  they  soon  found  that,  wherever  the)-  might  go, 
there  was  the  rumour  of  British  opposition,  an  armed  and  avcngmg 


'  r  la.igers  in  a  state  f)f  abandonment — stores,  tents, 
•.■arienr  -everything  had    been   ieft   by  the   amazed 


race  advancmcf ! 


The  fact  was  that  the  trekking  of  the  P)oer  hordes  had  been 
adroitly  discovered  by  Lord  Kitchener,  who,  having  detected  an 
an  unusual  hazt;  of  dust  in  the  distance,  at  once  gave  orders  for  the 
mounted  infantry  not  to  follcnv  French,  but  to 'pursue  the  enemy. 
Accordingly,  to  (juotc  the  Times  correspoiulent,  who  was  present  :~ 

"The  mounted  infantry  rode  in  pursuit  across  the  plain,  endea- 
vouring to  get  to  the  north  of  the  convoy,  while  General  Knox's 
Brigade  was  pushed  along  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  which  makes 
a  large  bend  to  the  north  between  Klip  Drift  and  Klipkraal  Drift, 
to  strike  the  convoy  on  Its  southern  Hank.  Cronje  sent  on  his 
waggons  to  Drieputs  Farm,  at  the  north-eastern  end  of  the  bend, 
where  they  laagered  at  about  eleven,  and  maintained  a  running 
fight  with  our  troops  all  day.  The  skill  with  which  the  Pioers 
conducted  this  rear-guard  action  extorted  unqualiH 'd  prai.se  from  all 
our  officers.  ^  As  the  dtitachments  on  the  extreme  ■  \i  of  the  Boer 
line  \vere  driven  back  by  our  mounted  infantn  in<,y  rode  round 
behind  their  centi .  .nd  took  up  fresh  positi.  u'-'  -m  their  left  ;;oainst 
the  Sist   Battery  ,;■;;   Kno.\'s  Brigade,  whic!;   wee  advancin-r'alono- 
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til.  north  bank  ,.f  the  rivc-r  At  miclchy  tlu:  lioc-rs  att.-mpt.cl  to 
I  .1(1  tlm-c  low  kopjrs  two  miles  north-east  of  Kli,,  I  )nTi  l/nt  were 
tlrivcn  hack  to  a  stmn-er  position  at  Dricputs." 

iM-htin-  went  on  thn.n.rh..ut  the  day.  At  seven  ..Vlnck  n„  the 
evemn,^  .,1  the  .6th  ,t  l,ccanie  almost  possible  to  sec  the.  end  ;  the 
a.tiilery  had  commenced  the  vi-,,nn,s  shellin-  of  tlu^  laa-^'r.  and  ali 
he  divisions  movin^r  „n  the  .t^^reat  axis  were  now  awan  that  Lord 
Roberts  stmte-ic  plan  was  likely -how  soon  they  knew  n<,t-to  be 
crowned  with  success. 

Hut  we  imist  here  break  off  to  cul.,-ise  the  wonderful  aciivitv  of 
Kelly-kennys  division,  which  ac(iuitt.cl  itself  s.,  ho„ourablv       the 
marcl.  Irom  Craspan  to  r.r.mdvallei   beyond    Klip   1  )nrt.  a  distance 
ot  5o,  miles   was  accomplished  in  five  marchinM-  davs.      The  1  i,,ln 
iM-.nade  on  the  eve  of  the  battle  of  Talavera  did  sixtv-two  I.liv'dish 
.n.les  m  twenty-six  hours,  losin- only  sevciteen  straMok'rs  i)v  the  wav 
he^-  accomp  ished  t  ns  A.it  by  adopting  the  peculiar  step  iiuvnt^d 
by  Sir  John  Aloore  three  paces  walkin.^^  alternatin.^^  with  t  u'ee  paces 
runnino-,  which  enabled  them,  when   tracks  were -^uitable.  to   cover 
SIX  miles  an  hour       No  such  evolutions  as  these  were  possible.  ..win., 
to  the  ton-Id  weather  and   the  necessity  to  take  precautions  a^.tinst 
e.xposure  in  the  open  veldt  durin.^^  ,ni<lday.      The  tcMiiperatur:-  may 
be  ima.^nned  when  it  is  stated  that  in  one  day  about  sixty-six  soldi.rs 
sun-stricken  fell  out  of  the  ranks.      On   the    mornin.^'.f  the    ,4 
ot    I'ebruary  the  infantry  marched  some  nine  and  a  liall   mil.s  from 
Graspan   to    Ramdam     and    from    thence    on    the    13th    m   ■'■.I    to 
Waterva  IDnft.         n  the  ,4th  they  procee.led  to  We^draai,  and  on 
t     Kl.p   Dritt    which  was   reached  in   the  small   hou,;  of  the    ,  .tl 
Here,    n<nwithstandinn-   their   fatigues,    the    13th     Hri^ade    at    once 
nuahS^s  "'t.^."^^r>''^  --^--^1-  --1  -l^ii^i^-l  splendid  ,^ht  ^ 
;   1       •         "'^V"  ^'^'    ^"-cumstances   were    remarkable    eve?.,    for 
Jls   mc.n.      Ihe  West   Riding.  Cdoucesters,   iUiffs.   and    Oxfords 
h.uUi  ^  arm  time  during  the  whole  of  the  i6th.  as  the  enemy  from 

f  ;^^::aH":- d^'r  ^'"^  ■■•  '^^  /"^^'^^" ''  ^^"''•^'•^-'  --^-'  ^'-n 

-vcler.il.le  loss.      Though  a  furious  sandst(;rm  later  on  permitted  the 
I>oers  uncU.r  cover  of  night  to  get  away,  abandoning  Lven^'i.l^ 

vu^r^^rrr'  '1^  '"r^^^"^^  ^'^^'^  I)i^^sion^;:■t:;^ 

•U      nd  (Try  ^T'  ^""'  Regiment),  Lieutenant  Ship- 

v\a>  (nd(  doucester  Regiment  ,  and  Colonel  M'Donn.ll    R  A     were 
wounded  in  the  course  of  the  engagement.      ALijor  Letd;   Oxford 

)^lnt2^'  "''  r  '""'^"''"^  '''  J"'-^  '-  battalion' iifdeSxh 
nrt  r  ■'^"^•^ll  -'"voy  and  escort,  was  surrounded  bv  a  lar^e 

Pam  ,     Boers,  .md  aftc-ra  gallant  defence  was  Agreed  to  .umnd." 

l^r  imiv  ;  f";'^'   ■'";    "/''^'■^'^'"-^  ^\^'^""t   ceasing,   the   infmtrN-   went   to 
i^ranchallei    and    th<nce    to    Paardeberg.    where    they    arrived    a^ 
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9.30  I.M.  on  tlic  ijih.  ,„  Lime  i..  take  a  l.ri.  f  rrsi  prior  to  tlin 
operations  uln.h  have-  yet  f.  he  describecl.  and  in  which  ihc^v  took 
such  a  iHonniu.il  ,,art.  The  inarchinc,^.  considering  tl,,  inMnc'ndoi.s 
icat  'ind  tl,e  dilliculty  ..f  ol.tainin-  waK'r,  was"  a  f,at  ..f  which 
C.eneral  Kelly- ivcnny  mi-ht  justly  iiave  f.  It  proud.  Thou-di  plod- 
din-  alon_^r  „  ccssantl)  dimM-di  th.-  heavy  burnintr  sand  "indcr  a 
sun   which   h,d<ed  and  ieU  evu>   thron-h    their '  unilonns,   these 

men  ni.untanied  p;-.,,  :  .n..'  dieerfulness  in  a  rare  de-ree  'rhe 
wiiole  iorce  wasanimated  by  complete  faith  in  their  connnandcr. 
and  moved  unanimously  like  some  ina<,r„ir,cent  piece  of  machinery 
scarce  takm-  time  to  eat  or  sleep  in  the  /..-st  of  their  persisteiU 
pursuit  ol  th(.-  en,  ,ny.  And  they  were  not  alone  in  th.M'r  zealous 
ptTlormancG  of  their  ,hare  in  the  t^renf  ■  ^1  ^^e.  The  nicetv  and 
precision  of  the  transport  arran-en.ewts  may  be  mia-med  'when 
we  remember  that  at  one  time  four  divisions  were  moviii-  inde- 
pendently m|  tluMrbase,  makii-.-r  marches  across  tlu-  arid  waterless 
tracks,  and  carrym-  with  them  the  necessaries  of  life  f,,r  a  healthy 
vvorkin-  m-ltitnde.  A  new  re-ime  had  be-nn,  and  the  mobiliiv  of 
our  columns  had  -rown  equal  to  that  of  the  P.oers,  while  the  railway 
had  been  relegated  to  a  subordinate  i)lace  in  the  stratcical  plan 

ColoneK.raham,  in  his  "Art  of  War,"  declares  thar^  to  organise 
the  means  ot  tr,ui>port  lor  an  army  aain--  at  a  Ion-  distance'^  from 
Its  principal  ma.c:;,xmes,  in  a  country  whcrt;  it  is  entirely  dependent 
on  Its  own  supplies,  is  a  problem  diflkult  of  solution."  Now 
the  s.)  ution  of  this  problem  was  due  to  the  wonderhil  talent  of 
Lord  kitchener,  who  was  earnino;  his  ri-ht  to  be  looked  upon  as 
the  greatest  military  organiser  of  his  creneraiion.  liut  his  oi-antic 
effort  did  not  increase  the  popularit\-  of  the  late  Sirdar,  "lie  ran 
counter  to  too  many  private  interests.  The  army  is  too  intersected 
with  grooves  to  be  crossed  without  a  few  nasty  jar.s,  and  it  was 
scarcely  possible  for  so  young  and  successful  a  general  and  a  peer— 
one  possessed  of  almost  criminal  good  luck  and  amazing  moral  as 
well  as  physical  courage— to  be  looked  -pon  by  his  contemporaries- 
in-arms  with  excessive  .-pproial.  The  ,ecret  of  discord  was  rrjven 
in  a  nutshell  by  Mr.  R,  Iph  of  the  Da,. ,-  I\rail.  Me  wrote  — -  His 
first  conspicuous  act  when  In  South  Africa  was  the  widulrawal  of 
the  transport  service  from  separated  commands  in  order  that  it 
should  be  inanag(.:  by  uie  Army  Ser  'cc  Corps.  Thus  it  came 
about  that  every  brigadier  and  colonel  saw  a  certain  amoMiit  of  his 
power  shifted  to  what  he  considered  a  si-bordinate  branch  r,f  the 
service.  A  goodish  degree  of  latitude  in  the  enjovment  of  comforts 
and  extras,  which  had  been  made  ;  .ssibl-  when  these  -officers  con- 
trolled the  waggons,  wa  ;  also  ci:  >ih  The  arnn'  mailed  and 
gnashed   its  !.:eth.  but  I  confess  I  ,    ,va\ ..   diought  that   reason   ;,n<l 

Lord  !,  tchener's 


right  were  on  Lord  Kitchener's  side  in  this  matter. 
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1.1  m  sv;is  the  only  o„c  In         „  h  an  insurhcicnt  nu.nlH,- 
and  t.M.ns  mukl  I.r,  utilism  „.r  ,,11  that  th.v  ^uw  worth  ' 

Ih.  m,.h,I,tyotanar-.y.k.pnuis  ..,.  the  .-..chuti.n  nf  transport, 
n    to  ih.    task    ot    oi-anisin-  transport   sutudvui   to   ,  nstnr   th.' 
'•"-t)    -i    .00,000  m..n   the.    hn-o   of  ()n„I.,rn,an   appli,,!      inv     f 
\  ll.  lus  custoHKuy  ihorou.hn.ss.      |  K,  con,<  iv<-cl   th-'  '.i..an  ic    >  n 
l;.-n   ol   doM,^  auay  uith  all   distinctions  of  transport? n^'dm-,; 

-n.-ns.  uhol...  thus  cn^atin^a  sin^l..  ...uTal  corps.  ancM,^ wa'  ,    n      k  ss 
t'  -  tins  c.Hia.ptu>n  an.I  tl,.  ahl.  way  that  th.  sclu.nH.     whh    I  ^ 

••'   <■'■   .|t    Colond    k.chardson-uas    carried   out.  that    Lord    R   I     -s 
..  sod  t   .'l-xpodmonol  his  marc:h  to  lilocn^f-nt-in  and  tlu:  (n  tl..r  sn  - 

^^s      n.h  resulted  from  h,s  sun.  and  swift  rush,  sunward.    Cirdinar  y 
sH'akn.u,  w.  the  anny  ..ach  unit  is  allowc-d  its  own  transport        '   r  i, 
stancx.,  colonel,    uliutant,  and  ord..rly-ro.„n  are  allotted' hn-Jt 

anotlK    .      .Statr-s(.rnr,.ants.    batmen,    and    other    details    ar-    ..n,,,.,.- 
^--^'  >    P-vHi-cl   lor.      Mounted  offiec.rs  are  a   owed   So"ll  " 

^o,  douMe  theamo,  ,t  allowed  for  -smalKr  iVv."  \  itho  J  h^^^ 
"\';  '"'"ute  particulars,  we  may  reckon  that  a  hri-Md.  w  .,  m  ve 
with   ;o  wap,ns  and  a  division   with  about    iSo^    To  re    l"    he 

of  o.xen  and  drivers,  was  a  stui,endous  labour,  from  uhich  wkl  i  s 
o.nse<,uences     this   m,  itary   Hercules   did    not   shrink.       Kacl     un ' 

m  V  cdl  th"    "'     •  ""^  ''^  '■— ences-_re.ulation  excrescen  e  ■      e 

a>  call  tlenv-wcre  cut  dou„.  pe.led   of  ,.11   superliuitR.s.  much  to 

tl  e  chs.jrust  of  the:  staff  olncers  and   various  other  person,  ."ho 

dk  off  ant;';  Tf'  "'^'  ""'"^  ''">■  '"""^•^^^'■-  ^'-^  thn:;;tens 
cock  ott  an  iota  ol  the  creature  comforts  that  belon-  to  them  bv  the 

chv.ne  n.^du  of  red-tape  and  n.d-l)ook  regulations.  ^       ^ 

Not  on.y   were  the  rules  of  tnuisp.ut  revised,    luit  special  hints 

I         n'A   to  the  development  of   the  initiative  of  the   private-   so  lier 

m:nt:^;;d  m'^bc""^r;  '''■--^\-'pp-<>''tiK!;;:;;:bi;^^^^^^ 

mcntjvhK.h  ma>   be  said  to  have  marked  the  bc-ginnin,    of  the-  new 

^,      ^  ,,      .  ^^■\'''    Town,  /,/v7/,,;t  5,  i,^,xD. 

llic  lollowing  notrs  hy  the  FicK'-MTr^linl  rv.„  .     ^,  .    . 

KITCIIENKR   01.    kllAR;'.    ,!,    CUrf  of  SU.ff. 
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n.lr„it  o.s.n.ll   parties  o.  cavaIrv;n!v^,L:/n.urr'' "'"'''  i"  '^ 
with  mipuMity.  'l  ■"•■ta  "\  ii< /,|.gi|„s,  i„iiik  rmploycd 

Arti7/,rr 
been  proved  that  the  Moris'  li,r.  l<  (  ,,•  i  "Ci-.tciiaiul.     Motcover,  it  lias 

p.nv.l<.T  will  l,c  c^  I ,,', ,  '."?■„'.  "'"  »","  "    -^  »  I"'"-'!"'  H'^l'  "I-  I'li'ck 

Iiifaiitiy 

4-   Tlic  present  open    loniiatioii   rendns  it  .iifiirnlr   f,  ,      n- 
command  over  tiicir  men   .v.-f^nt  c,  .1  uilliuilt  f.  i   ofliccrs  to  exercise 

A  remedy  Inr  tl  is'    o  ■  id   nnn  i  ti  T  "'?'  ^'  ;"   ""''  ''"""-'''ate  vieinitv. 

compan/iying  in  :;^jtz'::s,  ^^^z:^.  ;i";.:^di,:t'T'^'  ^^■"""  "^ 

coh^in.     I  invite  sn,.estions  ..r  such  a  l.::^:^^^]^  'l:VSX. 

desiJal^e  U>e?si;onl^."^":;'^.?r^","^  equipped  at  present,  an.!  it  se<  ms 
collar  at  the  L.^^^^l^e^cJ^'HSa"^  Jr  dl^  el^'^  ''""'  ^'"■"-  ^^  '"^ 

dini^;dt"pro£:i';;'i.;:;,,r~:'^    '",  ''''"^  'r"^  -^  °-  "'^  ^'-  --t 

shouIdt?H^h  apt  nni'  iL  .T'''*'''"^^  ^"1'"-^  ^''^  ammunition  enrts 
worked  np  hv  1  and  It  '.cL  he  H  "'  •?.""""",""^'".^-'''i  ">-"  be  graduallv 
as  required.  "  Tl,i^\ 'ou  i  fo  1 ,1  ifn  V"^  "'  "'T  '^  '^''"'''  ''^^  '''^^^-'  '-^'""K 
tion    hut  it  inn  nr«  ?  '        '"'  ■''°'''  "'^"""'  "f^  'iisfibuting  annnuni- 

a.,::;stim;^Sfr;::,;-^;;;x^r"  --  ^"^  ^^^-'^  -thocc  whie,,  l 

n,ems  1^' theX':-;l  "i:?^ '1;^';  "''^  ^-^ --  '-^  J'^'^'y  to  hold  entreneh. 

-.ndin.  .o^es.a.;dl;;-sEs-;i;;r'Si:  •:„;■-•  ^ 
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Field-Marshal   Lord    Roberts'   Force 

they  know  tl.at  IJritisI,   infVnUry  arc  within  <  a>y  striking  distance  Iron,   ,l,cn, 
How  lar  thus  is  trnc  time  only  can  -how. 

K(-lii;kTs,  lu'id-Marshal  Coun,uvu/i,i^;-i,i-Chi,f,  South  Afriau 

To  .-(■im-n,  hnwcvrr,  to  tlu;  ,^n-at  ;ulvancc.      Much  of  tl„.  travel- 
in-  was  cImv  hv  ni^ht,  in  onl.T  to  save  the  ox,-,,   fro.n  the  trNin- 
temperature  o(  the-  day.  though  ,.ve..  durino-  the  ni<rlu  the  heat\vrs 
c^qual  to  that  ol  an„rJinary  liritish  .niclsu.nmer.      In  acKh-iio,,  to  the 
P'"n  ul   to,I  o    piotioti  over  the   Iieavy.  saudy.  ru^^ed  leagues,  therc^ 
was  the  hotu-ly  dan^,.  ol  att.ck.      Cronje  had  .C:^..  k,...,  hi^  ne e  I 
;'  H'.n(o,a.me,ns,  and  at  the  tune,  h-om  the  south.  Andries  Cronje 
uas  n^^'".^.  y'nl  f'-n  the  north.  Conunauda.Us  Snv.nan  ;uu!  lonrnie 
;;  '^'';  •■■:";.^  ..thcT  ,,u.rters  and  in  the  directi..n  of  Lachnnith  there  ua^ 
the   I)eh,.l   that  I'.^er  hordes  tni^ht   he  advanrin^^.    ' '1  1  <.-e  was  only 
one  encounter  with  the  I  )t,t.  hni,n,  hut  it  en.Ied  in  a  nii.h.,,,  that  w  s 
a   serious    one.    (.„■   the    results    were    lelt    lor  days   atterw'ards.    and 
'^1-    to    ,y  the  heroistn  ot  the-  troops  who  enga.,..!  in  the  nu.ve- 
'     to  t   e   tutenuost.      A  eonvoy  of   ,So  wa.,-,,ons.  one-c,uarter  of 
VU         1  U^      {    -nta.nn,^    lorag,:  and   provisions,    .as   lost   .t 
U.it  .    al  Dnit.      An    intewestin-   picture  o|   th.^  terrihle   passa-e  of 
tin.  dnlt  was  .,ven  l,y  a  sapper  who  accompanied  the  conlov  •- 

It  was  ,a  pitilul   siol.t   to   see   the   poor  inlantry   fe||,,ws  pl.ayed 
out   soim-  droppu,,  with  a  slight  sunstroke,  and  thj  cattl<.  dr 'pp  n<' 

b>  night.  Xigl  l-tnne  was  th>.  1.  st  ,  ,n  account  of  the  oxen  workin-^ 
much  hett.-r,n  the  co,.l,.,ni,lu.  Nothing  ocu.rre.l  ..f  not<.  wi^h";; 
-but  on  fellows  wen:  lighting  every  day  in  front  <m  their  way  to 
knnher..y--fll  w<.  got  to  ki,.  River  or  Drift,  which  was  a  terr  h le 
pass  m  the  rivc.,-.  M,l,.s  and  miles  of  transport  had  to  pass  throti-h 
.1  narrow  passage  across  th<-  drift,  and  it  t,  ,ok  a  terrihk:  li.-ne  for  om,! 
waggon  to  pass  over,  let  alone  th<-  luindivds  that  had  to  p.ss  \\\. 
were  lucky  to  get  across  and  e,u  ,mp  below  a  hill  lor  the  "night. 
-Vxt  day  h.A-  still  continued  to  pas.  the  drift,  in  fact  the\  had  iH-en 
at  .all  nigu.  and  st,  I  hundreds  of  waggons  to  come  o„.     ''I  h,.  I  ..er 

and  had^^^^^^^^ 

J        lu     w  nge.ance  on  the  .,.|,nnn,  .,s  they  couldn't  on  the  lighting 

me.      It  wa.  a   iu<ky  thing  lor   ,.,  we  wer..  char,  or  ehe  we'minlit 

have  found  our  bagg.age  gone  and  ours.lves  put  ov,.-  the  b..rdcT  (7.. 

■md  si  ellol  the  vvaggon  .onvoy.  The  nigger  drivers  are  terril.k- 
a.wards.  ,nu  all  f],.!  to  tlu-  hills  or  kopjos  near  at  h.and.  leavin-'the 
waggons  and  oxento  th<;  mercy  of  the  j'.oors.  .Some  ol  the  oxen 
we  succe^jded  m  drivmgr  hack  into  our  cmp  on  the  other  side  of 'tin- 
ri\cr.  Ihe  good  ok!  \<vv  Zealand--rs  (u  ho  h.ive  proved  of  -reat 
use  ,u,d  very  daring  m  this  campa^^n)  rode  ..ver  to  where  the  ni^.-rer 
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drivers  were,  and  threatened  to  blow  their  brains  out  if  they  didn't 
return  to  the  \va<,f,L,n)ns,  wliich  they  did  after  the  lioers  had  left  off 
shellinL;-  for  a  bit,  after  do!n«,f  a  terrible  lot  of  damaj^fc.  Lord  IJobs 
came  up  just  as  they  were  ^n)in;j;  to  try  ami  get  some  of  the 
waggons  away,  and  said  'Let  them  go.'  'Our  lo'ss  proved  to  be 
over  ^loo.ojo,  which  I  am  glad  to  say  we  recovered  later.  The 
Moers  thought  this  convoy  was  lost  purposely,  and  when  we  arrived 
here  wc  found  the  whole  of  it  exce[)t  what  had  been  sent  to  our 
prisoners  at  Pretoria." 

The  unpleasant  adventures  of  I'^  Squadron  of  Kitchener's   Light 
Horse,  who  were  taken  as  prisoners  to   Pretoria,  make  a  separate 


Tkuoi'  or  THE  lorii  Hussars  with  Nordem-ki  dt  Gin.      riu.u.  l.y  II.  J..Ini.ion,  I.undciii. 

narrative    of  themselves,   as   they   took   place  while  th.c  main   body 
wa^  moving  on  to  the  reli(.'f  of  Kimberlcy. 

The  scpiadron  was  attached  to  (".cnrral  PVench's  culumn,  and 
took  part^  in  the  engagement  at  Riet  River.  On  its  way  to  the 
relief  of  Kimberlcy.  a  halt  was  made  at  a  farm  a  short  distance  from 
MoKler  River,  and  jjart  of  ]•:  s(|uadron  was  detached  to  hold  a  well 
of  water  until  the  arri\al  of  another  column,  expected  in  four 
hours,  and  tlnin  to  ad\anc('  along  with  them.  The  relieving  column 
never  arriveil.      .Squatlron  K  held  the  position  for  four  dav<  M-Itl-iout 
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food  Ji'^iiiiist  a  larof  fni-r  •  i.r  U/w.-c-       'F'u       /t-  <.■         i 

t.nuously  harassed  l,y  the  ]5.,cr  tire,  they  .nana^^d  to  n   li     ,       . 

position  and  the  post  they  were  pIaced^n  ch.u^.e  W       ' 

^^Zn     ^  '■'  "'hr  '"  r"^'"  •"^'>--  ^^"''  ^'-^  brackish    ^-: 
h  .   es  were  dy.n.^r  d  uly.  as  there   was  not  a   hlade  of  nn.ss  on  the 
^eIdt,  and   the   stench    was   abominable.      On  the   third  day  of  t  e 
s.cgc  a   poor  .^..at    that   had   wandered  near  the   besie  ...     w"     m 
meehatey  captured  and   devou:.d.      On    the  fu,rtl^d;u    th   v    -,      : 
S  th'-'    "^  ^';^-'^-"y's    Horses,    which    they 'intended   u> 

the-  '^"^/^^^"    iK.ui.^.   t(.o   emaciated   for   that   purpose.      lUit 

e   lioers.   havni,^_  been   reinforced,  .^avc^  them   no  t  nu-\o  do  the 
butcher,n,,^      On  the  evenin.,.  of  the  fourth  dav  a  messen-'.  r  b     r     ' 
;    rmnmu"  '^  tIu' ,^  ''T  --•-'•  .^'--ndin,  surrc.^Ier  wul   n 
no        e  t       T  r'       '■'"    ';'"r^'"^'    "'"    5«^    "len    and    two 

vi'e  tl       b        r    '^'^''"■'■^'^""^^i'ted    to.<,u.ther,    and    decided,    in 

vcw    of  the    hopeless   condition   ol    their   little   garrison  of  fifty      \\ 

Sta/r;   "'   "^'   ^"""'"^  '"'^   ^'^^''-   ^^'--   ^--'-    ^"  --I^  the 
While  al!   this  was  ,,r.,In-  on,   and   Cronje   was  niakin<r  the  dis- 
covery   that    he    m.yht     be    completely    outllanked     an  Ith   t      he 
pos.t.on   ol   the   Hoer  army  at   S pyfontein  nu^st  bi  n  c  u   t'  nb 

;kU  t  " -n  "?r  ^"^T'"^"^"  J'^^'^^^^'^^'-      '^''^  place  waonS 
and  quiet.      I  he  three  churclu.-s  were  full  of  ,,atic-nts,  the  town  h  ivi..^ 

Afer       1    ;■"   "■;^'r^'';'V'-.-' .^1^^'  '-^^•^-It  of  too  much    Modder   K  ve  .' 
After  a  lon.t;  a.u    paintul  intnnacy  with  the  -rillint^  \eldt    the  si..1 
o     iKHises  and  cvihsed  dwellings    struck  gratefully   on     he  ^e^ 
the   mcomn,,,-  troops.      A  st  re  was   hailed  as  a  yeritable  oocKen 
Some  one   bouj^ht  a  tm  of  oatmeal,   and  walked  off  witl' i?  a     o  e 
o,  secured  a  pnze  ;  some   one   else  ...ive  a  ^..odly  price  f  r 

n       ab  lt!r   ^t^?'    •  ""   ^^"">-    ''^'^'"^    '^'^   lips  like-a'„,,,,,, 
1^  lo.^abalus.       He    rejoicm-   was    no   nu:m    emotion,    for    the   un- 
f  r  unau.  men    with  the  appetites  of  athletes,  had  been  exiJ^    ./    , 
loye.s   f^^u-e.      One  of  the  famished  but  cheery  fc-llows  wrot       -^ V 
marched   nito  Jaa,bsdal,  and  as  soon  as  ux^trrivecf     e     hro.w  -l 
tlje^stores  lor  pro^-.s.ons.      I  n.ade  the  following  purchases  Z  d^^ee 

Three  two-pound  loaves  at  is.  each 

Three  tins  of  condensed  milk  at  is.  r.-icii 

I  wo  tuis  of  syrup  at  is.  3d.  eacii  . 

One  small  pac-ket  of  cocoa 

One  tin  of  Quaker  oats  .  .  '  '  * 

One  pound  of  sugar       .         . 
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Then  \\v.  gorged  ourselves  to  ni;ikc  up  for  three  weeks'  semi-starv;i- 
tiou.  The  most  [)roniinent  building  of  Jacohsdal  is  the  church, 
whicli  stands  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  'I'he  town  itself  lies  in  a 
liolhnv  —  Sleepy  Hollow  would  be  an  apt  title  for  the  place  just  now. 
.\b)st  of  the  houses,  including  the  church,  are  at  present  conxertcd 
into  h()s[)itals,  and  the  f('nial(;  [)()])ulation  art;  acting  as  nurses.  Most 
of  them  are  in  mourning  for  relati\es  lost  during  the  campaign." 
Later,  the  troo[)s  moved  on  and  encamped  .u  a  farm  which  had 
alscj  been  usetl  as  an  hospital.  Sights  pathetic  were  on]y  too  com- 
mon— our  (jwn  sick  ;uk1  wounded  in  various  stages  of  suffering, 
and  outsid(.-,  to  use  a  "Tommy's"  description,  "some  poor  de\ils 
wrapped  ill  sheets  reaily  to  be  put  to  b(;d  for  the  last  tinn; !  " 

Lord  Roberts  \-isil('d  the  large  (iermaii  hospital,  and  e.\[)ressed 
himself  well  pleased  wiih  the  si>k'ndid  cleanline.ss  of  the  place  anil 
the  general  e\id(;nces  of  i^ood  management.  Among  the  sufferers 
was  lound  Colonel  llenry,  who  had  l)(;en  taken  prisoner  on  the  14th. 
Strangely  enough,  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  place  evinced  satisfac- 
tion al  iIk;  arri\al  of  tin;  i^)ritish,  particularly  on  making  the  dis- 
covery thai  it  was  not  the  habit  of  the  british  troops  to  loot  and 
desiro)-,  as  they  had  been  leil  by  the  IJurghers  to  believe  was  the 
case.  riiey  were  now  made  accjuaintcxl  with  the  proclamation  which 
Lord  Roljerts  issued  to  the  Burghers  of  the-  Orange  bVee  .State 
when  his  f)rcc!  invaded  their  territory.  It  was  printed  bolli  in 
luiglish  anil  1  )i;tch  : — 

"The  Hrili.sli  troops  uiulcr  my  (.'oniinand  li.iving  entered  the  Orange  ]'"rce 
State,  1  feel  it  my  duty  to  make  known  to  all  Ikirnliers  tiie  cause  of  our  coniiiii,'-, 
as  well  as  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  put  an  end  to  the  devastation  caused  by 
this  war,  so  tiiat,  sIkjuM  they  continue  the  war,  the  inhabitants  of"  tiie  Orange 
Free  State  may  not  do  so  ignorantly,  but  with  full  knowledge  of  their  responsi- 
bility before  Ciod  for  the  lives  Idst  in  the  cami)aign. 

"Before  the  war  began  the  liritish  Ciovcrnment,  which  had  always  desired 
and  cultivatetl  peace  and  friendship  with  the  people  of  the  Orange  Free  State, 
gave  a  solemn  assurance  to  President  Steyn  tliat,  if  the  Orange  Free  State 
remained  neutral,  its  territory  would  not  be  invaded,  and  its  indeperulencc 
would  be  at  all  times  fully  respccteil  by  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

"  In  spite  of  that  declaration,  the  Govennnciit  of  the  Orange  Free  State 
was  guilty  of  a  wanton  and  unjustifiable  invasion  of  British  territorv. 

"The  Britisli  CiDvernment  believes  that  this  act  of  aggression  was  not  com- 
mitted with  the  general  approval  and  free  will  of  a  people  with  whom  it  has 
lived  in  complete  amity  for  so  many  years.  It  Ixlii.'ves  th;it  the  responsibility 
rests  wholly  with  the  Govenmicnt  of  the  Orange  I'ree  .State,  acting,  not  in  the 
interests  (jf  tiie  country,  but  under  mischievous  influences  from  without.  Tiic 
British  Government,  therefore,  wishes  the  people  of  the  Orange  Free  Stale  to 
understand  that  it  bears  them  no  ill-will,  and,  so  far  as  is  compatible  with  the 
successful  coiuli;ct  of  the  war  and  the  re-establishment  of  peace  in  South 
Africa,  it  is  .inxious  to  preserve  tluMii  from  the  evils  brought  uix)n  them  liy  the 
wrongful  action  of  their  ("lovirnment. 

"  I  therefore  warn  all  Hurgliers  to  desist  from  aiiv  further  hostility  towards 
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GENERAL    CRONJE. 


y  towards 


The   Herding  of  Cronje 


cr  Majcst}'.-  ( jnvLiiiinciil  and  tlit-  truup.s  uiulcr  1113  mnmiaiul,  ;.iid  1  undertake 
mat  any  of  tlieni  vylio  iiia^  su  desi.st,  and  wlioarc  i'uniid  staving  in  tlieir  liuincs 
anil  quietly  i)uisuinj,'  their  ordinary  occupations,  will  not  he  inatie  t^  sufTer  in 
tlieir  persons  oi-  property  on  account  of  tlieii-  lia\iny  taken  ui)arin^  in  ohedicncc 
to  the  ord(  r  of  tlieir  Ciovcrnnient.  Tho-e,  ho\v(  vei-,  who  oppose  the  forces 
undei'  iiiv  ciinnand.  or  fiirni-ih  the  r?irtn\-  witli  ..nm.li,.^  ..i-  ;i.i.,r,,,..i;..,,    ,,  ;ii  i„. 


inaiinii,  will  be 
iithoritv  uf  the 


under  my  ciinnand,  or  I'urnish  the  enemy  with  sujiphC-  or  in 
dealt  with  according;  to  the  customs  of  w.ir. 

"  He(iuisitioiis  for  food,  forage,  fuel,  i>v  -helter  made  on  the  authoritv  uf  the 
officers  in  command  <.f  Her  MajeMy's  iro(,p>,  must  he  at  once  cnmplied  with  ; 
but  everything  will  he  jxiid  fm  on  tlie  spot,  jirices  being  r(gulat<  d  by  the  local 
market  rates.  if  the  inhabitants  of  any  district  reluse  to  comjily  with  the 
demands  iiKule  on  them,  the  supjilies  will  he  taken  bv  force,  a  full  receipt  being 
given. 

"Should  any  inhabitant  ol'  the  country  consider  that  he  or  any  member  of 
his  household  has  been  unjustly  trcaleii  by  any  oflicer,  soldier,  or  civilian 
attached  to  the  Hritish  army,  he  should  submit  his  complaint,  either  personally 
or  in  wiiting,  to  niv  headcpiartcrs  or  to  the  headiiuarters  of  the  nearest  gcnc'- 
ral  oflicer.  Slhjuld  the  complaint  on  inquiry  be  substantiated,  redress  will 
be  given. 

"Orders  have  been  i.-sued  by  me  prohibiting  soldiers  from  ( iiieriiig  private 
houses  or  molesting  the  civil  ijojiulatioii  on  any  ])retixt  whatever,  and  every 
precaution  has  been  taken  against  injury  t<-  property  on  the  part  of  any  person 
belonging  to  or  connected  with  the  army. 

"  Rt)i;r.l:T.s,  /'/W,/-.]/'<ir.s//,i/,  L\>iiniiaiiiiir.^-i)t.Clni-J\  South  .l/riui." 


Tllf:    Ill'.RDlXd    Of    CROXJK 

To  return  to  General   1  rcncli.      The  ca\alr\   dixision  hiviuiaekecl 
outside  the   town   of  Kini')erlc\,   luit  tlieir  repose,'  was  limited.      At 
3  .v.M.  on   the  mornin:;      .  tin-    lOtli   tin  y  were  ti|)  ant!  doiii!;.      The 
enenn   in  the  north  was  L;i\inL;-  iroulilc.      .Some  sharp  linhtinL;  took 
place,  diirint^-  which   Lieutenants  Urassey  (9th  Lanicr.s)  i'uul   \\  Jhm- 
bury  were  killed.      This  early  aciivit)  was  totij^h  work  for  the  aln-adv 
weary  troops,  who  had  been  lificcn  hours  without  a  meal.      Indeed. 
it  vva.s  o-enerally  remarked  that  the  relievers  locked  sorrier  specimens 
of  humanity  ih.ui  the  reli('\etl.      The  Colonial  troops,  the  Oceens- 
land   and    New    Zealand    Coiitin-eitts.   ;md    the    New    .Soiitir Wales 
Lancers,    considering:   all   thini^s,   wen-  we.ndcrfully  Ik  after  haviiit^ 
played   a  conspicuous  jiart  in   the   operations.        rhese    troojis   had 
joined  Ciencral  I'Tench's  colinnn  from  the  rei^ions  of  the  Oran-e  and 
Modder    Rivers.      The    New    .South    Wales    L.mcers    rode    on    the 
extreme  ri.j^hl  llank  of  the  first  bri^^ade,  and  their  ambiilince  corps, 
under_  Lieutenant    I'.dw.irds,    kept'  up    with    the    colinnn,    and    was 
complimented   on    beinj;   the  first  ambul.uice  to  cross   ll.(-    Moddcr 
River.      Like  the  re.st  of  the  troops,  they  hail  taken  their  share   of 
small   ratifins,  merely  nominal    rest,   sun-.scorchin^,   and   maddeiiin- 
thirst,  and  yet   were  full   of  ^cal — "keen  as  mustard,"  as  sonie  one 
said-  to  cnt,'-a<^(;   in   the  herdin^r  of  Cronje  and  effect   his  capture, 
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Worn  out  ,i.s  they  were,  they  had  spriin-  to  attention  on  a  rumour 
broui^rht  ui  hy  a  despatch-rider  to  the  ellect  that  Cronje  had  evacu- 
ated Majcrslontein  and  was  in  full  retreat. 

At  midni-ht  on  the  khIi,  no  confirniation  of  tliis  news  liad  been 
received.  _  Tiie  jaded  _  troops,  and  still  more  jaded  horses  -mere 
skeletons  in  horse's  skins-  were  prcparinj^-  for  real  repose,  when  all 
was  chan;4ed!  A  telegram  arrived  from  Lord  Kitchener  saying 
that  Cronje;,  with  10,000  nu:n.  wa;;  in  full  retre.it  from  Majt:rsfoiH 
tein,  with  all  his  \\aogi)ns  and  eciuipment  and  four  guns,  along  the 
north  bank  of  the  Modiler  River  towards  Uloemfontein  ;  that  he  had 
already  lought  a  rearguard  action  with  him  ;  and  that  if  I'rench,  with 
ail  available  horses  and  gmis,  could  head  him  and  prevent  his 
crossing  the  river,  the  inlantry  from  Klip  Drift  would  press  on 
and  amiihilate  or  take  the  whole  fjrce  prisoners. 

Mere   was  a   surprise!      Pleasant  yet   unpleasant,   for  shattered 
men    in    the   last  stage  of   fatigue.       'lUii   General   l-rench-   whom 
some  one  has  descriluxl  as  j)ossessing  the  shape  of  a  brick,  wilji  all 
the  st)lid  and  excellent  (jualities  of  one-  rose  to  the  occasion,      lie 
was   on   the  point  of  going  to  sleep,  but  there  was  no  thought  of 
rest  now.     Arrangements  had  to  be  made,  horses  weeded- oi7t  of  a 
division  of  5000  only  one  brigade  was  fit  to  move  .'—more  borrowed 
from  the  Kimberley  Light  I  bjrse,  whose  holiday-time  had  come,  and 
other  preparations  hurriedly  set  on  foot  to  ensure  an  immediate  rush 
— a  swooj)  that  should  be  as  swift  and  successful  as  it  was  startling-! 
One  may  imagine  the  midnight  picture.      The  dark  immensity""'of 
veldt—the  dust-driven,   sweltering  veklt — and   Cronje,    miles  ahead 
with  his  horde,  the  remnant  of  his  convoy,  his  women  and  chiklren, 
fleeing  aK)ng    the    north    bank    of   the    Moddi  r,    harassed    by    the 
Sixth    Division,    threatened    by   the   Seventh   and    Ninth,   anil    y(;t 
longing   to    cross    thi;    river,    to   get   safely   to    Koodoosraiul    Drift, 
w-here  he  hourly  expected  reinforcements  would  come  to  his  succour. 
I'rench,   deacl   Ix-at   after  glorious   work  accomplished,    rising   from 
the  lirsi  hospital)le  pillow  he  had  seen  for  days— springing  si'itldenly 
to   action,    ordering,   organising,    deciding   how   to   effect   the   great 
swoop  on  Koodoosrand  Drift  and  head  off  the  fugitive.      There' was 
no  time  fjr  the  buckling  on  of  mental  and  moral  armour;  only  the 
warrior  at  soul  could  ha\-e  been  ready   for   such  a  situation.      But 
such  an  one  was  here.      Me  gave  swift  orders.      In  three  hours'  time 
General   Broadwood  and  his  brigade  and  three  batteries  of  artillery 
— the  only  ones  available  out  oif  seven — sallied    forth    towards  the 
east,  in  the  dusk  of  the  morning.      Their  destination — Koodoosrand 
Drift — was  some  forty  miles  off,  and  once  here  Cronje's  last  loop- 
hole of  escape  would  'be  gone!     The  (General  and  his  staff  followed 
at  4.15  A.M.,  riding  at  full  speed,  and  catching  up  the  brig.ide  about 
fifteen  miles  off. 
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Thcvvhnlc   M.ilurc:  nf  their  crr.iiKl  and   ilie  ,,n.|.ns,.cl  ,n.,\  .nicnt 
was   a  surprise    for  ilus  nianuuvrc    had   noi  ..nlci'd    inlo  Central 

\\-hai  the  C;c^-..l   had  seen   the  Sixth   Division  salclv  at    KH„ 

)nr     and    secured    his    Kft    llani<.    h.    proceeded    on    his'  rush     o 

kunberley.      Of  other  n.ne.nents  save  his  own   he   .as  i,n.,rant! 

Lven   as   he   and    the   tn.ops    uere    ridii,^^   into   the   town.  Croni,. 

who    had    diMov.red    the    futih-ty    of    his    position    at     Maiersf.  nl 

hearing  that  the  MjU'^rs'^-mliriaa^e; -If  l^e  M^^ 
were    deserted,    and   seein^r   a    cloud  of  cUist    in    the    distance,    had 
i,ue..sed   what    was  happenin-    and   immediately    altered    his    plans 
to    meet    the    emergency.   _   As  uc    are    aware/  !,,    instantly  ','     e 
-uleis    lor    the    mounted    mfantry    not    to    follow    iMench     but    to 
pursue    and   attack   the    J^.er    coiu.n,    whil.:    he    teU-r,    he        uer 
o  1-rench.  with  the  results  ju.t  descriln.!.     (General  I'VLn  l"  a  ^ 
the    position    at    a    .^dance.      lie    knew    no    time    was    to    be    ll.st 
and    soon     Uroadwoods    bn•.,,^■lde,     with   hors,.s   that    could     bareK- 
move,    was   ,n,shm.^    o„    as    fast   as  spurs   could    insist.      The    early 
m-'.-nin.;;-   chisk    broke    into  the  .^iven    and   ^n-ey  and    ....Id  of  di 
birds    e.w  innhtened  hither  and  thither  ;  f-.M.  ^rushed  7o  t h  i  •' 

spruvL^bok  and   hares  tempted  tlu:  sp-rtsmen,  Init  never  a  -dance    o 
n^n  or  left  was  wasted.      All  eyes  were  strained  to  the  east    ttl  c 
momentous  east,  and  the  wooded  banks  of  the  distant  river      Nearer 
and  ever  nearer  they  came-specks  were  seen  on  the  h-ri./.n-   men' 
^  neri^pl^o'  "^'^  '^-vingP-.cuddin^  awa>   before  lu.  could  be 
o.inued.     I\o— ^es.?    x\  moment  of  excitement,  an-uish-  joy  i    The 
General    had   mounted  a   kopje,   reconnoitred,   and    discox^ered    the 
,nno         1      r?      ,'•'"•'''"    '^"'■'-•^-tln^   reiunants  of   his  convoy  some 
4000  yards  off-the  convoy  streamin.,.  down  into  the  drifts  that  k  ul 
to    letrusix:r^r    and    thence    to    Pdoemfontein  !      They    must    nev  r 
rc;ud.  that  desunation!      Kitchener's  words-- Head' hin'mc"" 
^ent   his  crossjn^^   the   nver"-so   simple   in   sound,  so  complc.x   hi 
execution,   thrilled   evc.ry  heart.      Quickly  the    ,nms   were  g L     in 
act  on-grandly-a  most  ma^ically-the  llrst  sh^t  plumped-  ba'l 
n  front  o     the  leadmor  waggon  just  as  the  convoy  wa.s   prenarin<; 
to  descend  the  dnft!     What  a  reveille!     Cronje.  as  we  k  ow       -^ 
rushing  from  the  clutches  of  the  Sixth  I  )ivision  at  Drieputs.     I  Vea 
less    he   gathered    himself   together.      Suddenly   he    f.und    h  m      f 
as  a  led   by  a  new  force-a  new  terror!     He-  divined  in  a  iKomen 
u    at  lad  happened.     It  was  French,  the  ubiquitous  LVench-  iMench 
chn  r>'r'r  'V^^-^'-'V^'^'V^'^'^  I>utting  the   finishing  touch   to  the 
/.i//  r     y    ^'^'T'-     ,^  '^'"-.^^M'tain  IJoyle.  in  his  letter  to  the  AV...- 
/..«//.  CaUurj',  thus  described  the  great  Dutchman's  plight  .— 
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"  llis  onl)  chance  now  wa.^  to  s.uiiricc:  h\>.  ;^nins  and  ionv(n-,  and 
cut  Iii .  way  across  the:  ri\<'r  under  the  h(a\y  (irc  ■<['  our  guns. 
Inunrdialdy  on  the  l"irst  sli<;ll  l)urstin;>j  in  the  laaLji.T,  alxuit  tliirtx 
l)oiM-s  t,^alloj)t(l  out  to  sei/c  a  kopje  on  our  right.  aUcrvwin.  call<(.l 
l\o!)i;rts'  Hill;  but  the  lotii  Hussars  in  a  neck-aiul-neck  race  had 
the  legs  of  them,  and  seizing  th(.'  hill  in  advance",  bent  iheni  oft"  with 
tli"ir  carbine  ami  Maxim  {'ivv.  The  IJoers  from  their  l.i.iger  answered 
our  shell  fire  for  a  .sh(jrt  tini'  with  great  a(  curat }  from  ?wo  or  three 
guns.  But  these  were  ([uickly  silenc<il,  and  sliv  II  ailei  shell  Ironi 
.Artillery  Hill  fell  ])lumi)  intt)  the  laager.  I'inally,  our  second  batter}' 
was  moved  to  a  little  ilistance  from  Koberls'  llill  ,ind  opened  !"ire 
from  the  southern  sIojk;  on  to  ,i  kopje  to  which  the  iloers  had  retired. 
All  th.it  aternoon  at  intervals  our  guns  poured  shells  into  the  Iaa;4>r, 
but  no  response  came,  and  we  spent  our  time  w.uching  tin;  lloers, 
now  3000  yards  away,  entrenching  themselves  in  the  open  and 
al  )ng  the  rivcr-b.uik.  Their  waL;gons  caught  tire  and  the  ammuni- 
tion e.\[)!oded,  and  as  they  realised  their  positit)n  more  and  more,  s.  1 
must  their  hearts  liav(;  sunk.  Anxiously  must  they  have  waited  for 
the  first  sign  of  thr  infantry  gathering  round,  as  anxiously  as  we  did 
in  our  turn  watching  from  the  high  kopjes. 

"The  cavalry,  worn  out  as  tlvy  were  and  without  foo-1,  had  to 
hold  the  kopjes  and  water  their  horses  in  turn  some  five  miles  otT. 
They  got  what  grazing  th>;y  could  in  the  kopje's  as  they  lay  there, 
for  no  corn  hatl  ruie  on  fr<)m  Kimberley,  and  neitluT  men  nor 
horses  had  had  ..nv  iootl  except  tlic  tliree  da\s'  rations  with  wMch 
they  originallv  •...I'-r.ee.  from  Klip  1  )rit"t  the  Thurstlax  before,  a  good 
deal  of  which  had  'uecn  shaken  otT  the  saddles  cr  lo>t  in  the  loiv^ 
gallop  up  the  pU;u!  to  Kimberley.  The  General,  the  men.  the 
horses,  all  alike  had  to  live  on  what  was  found  at  Kamiltontcin  — a 
few  mealies,  a  few  onions,  and  the  crumbs  <.)f  biscuits  in  our  pockets 
were  all  we  had  until  some  l'~re(^  Staters'  shctp  and  cattle  were 
rounded  and  killed.  Had  it  not  been  for  this  jdentiful  supply  of 
meat,  the  men  must  have  fared  very  badly  for  the  next  thre<-  days. 
No  transport  came  in  until  .Monday  night,  and  the  horses  had  but 
li  lb.  of  corn  in  three  days.  The  men  were  put  on  half  rations  ol 
biscuits  ev('n  at"ter  the  transport  arrived. 

''  Meanwhile,  on  .Saturday  afternoon  about  5  r.\i.  Droadwotnl  sent 
word  to  iM-ench  that  in  the  far  distance  he  observed  the  dust  rising, 
which  he  t  'ok  for  KellyTvcnny's  divisit)n.  l-'rcnch  returiu'd  to 
Roberts'  Hill,  and,  until  the  sun  set,  anxiously  awaited  the  arrival 
of  the  infantry  —but  they  marched  but  slowly.  l'"rom  6  r.M.  till 
7  1'  M.  we  o[)cned  t'lre  again  from  our  batteries  to  show  Lord  Kitchener 
our  exact  positions."  The  splendid  work  done  by  the  Ro\al  Horse 
Artillery  was  describ  d  by  another  eye-witness,      lie   saitl  :   "I  will 
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The   Herding   of  Cronje 

General  French  said  to  one  of  the  i^unners,  '  See  tliose  tliree  \vao-o-,,ns 
over  there?  (a  distance  ofab.xit  3^  miles)  ;  see  what  you  can  do  with 
them.       I  he    i^unner   hnd    iliree   she"  '     ' 


more. 


and   the   wa_<,»-oons  were  no 


W  e  must  ti,j\v  watch  the  pro^c^M'ess  of  the  other  portions  of  the 
force  who  were  actively  enga,<,red  in  takin'j  th(-ir  share  in  the  hu-e 
undertakinn:.  Colonel  Stephenson's  brioade,  on  the  ni-ht  of  the 
l6th  (while  General  French  was  learnin-  the  great  news),  had 
re-crossed  the  river  at  Klip  Drift,  and  on  the  moVning  of  the  i;ih 
(at  the  same  hour  as  IJroadwood's  l)rigade  was  moving  from  Kin,, 
herley)  had  marched  to  the  south  of  the  river  with  the  same  intcr.- 
Vf.'^^'^V^,  "^  l^^-^^i'iy:  "fT  Cronje  at  Paardeberg  and  Koodo.xsrand 
Urik.  1  hus,  with  Ikoadwood's  brig.ide  on  one  side,  and  Stephen- 
son s  on  the  other,  Cronje's  prospects  of  escape  were  scarcely  worth 
a  dime.  The  Tinus  correspondent,  talking  of  Colonel  Stephenson's 
troops  on  the  morning  of  the  fateful  i;th.  said  :— 

"They   were  joined    about    ten  at    Klipkraal    Drift   by    Knox's 
brigade,  which    marched   along  tlie  northern   bank.      T'  -  mounted 
mlantry,   pushing  on,  reached    Paardeberg   Drift  that  e,  -nino-   and 
encamped  on  rising  ground  close  to  the  south  bank.      The  intantrv 
leaving    Klipkraal  at  si.x  in   the  evening,  made  a  night  march   for 
laardeberg  Dnit,  but.  missing  their  way,  slightly  passed  the  Drift 
and  bivouacked  on  some  rising  ground   nearlv  two   miles   beyond 
separated   Iroin  the  river  by  a  smooth  plain  .shelving  gently  dowii 
to  It.      1  he  mistake  was  a  fortunate  one,  as  it  brought  "the  infantry 
almost  opposite  to  the  place  where  Cronje  h.id  determined  to  cross. 
Cronje  had  left  Dneputs  during  the  night  after  the  battle,  abandon- 
ing seventy-eight  waggons,  and  ptished  on  along  the  north  bank  of 
the  river  during  Saturtla\-  for  Koodoosrand  Drift.      Soon  after  pass- 
ing north  ol   Paardeberg  Drift  he  heard  that   French  had  alrea.dy 
returned  from    Kimberley,  and  was  holding  a   line  of  hi-h   kopjes 
rtinning    north-west     from     Koodoosrand  "Drift,     and     c^.mpletely 
commanding    the    drift.       Wheeling     his    waggons     to    the     ri'rht 
across   th.e   plain,    he   laagered   on   the   north  "bank  of  the  rivcr^at 
\\  olveskraal  Farm.      This  was  opposite  to  a  drift  of  the  same  name, 
about  half-way  between  Paardeberg  and  Koodoosrand  Drifts,  bcin-^ 
about  four  miles  in  a  straight  line  from  each.      Here  he  intended  t"o 
cross  on  Sunday  morning.     But  alreac'v,  during  the  night,  he  becane 
aware  of  the  presence  of  the  mounted  infantry  south  of  Paardebcrcr 
Drift,  and  <lccided  that  he  could  not  get  his  convoy  away  withoi'^ 
hghting.       Probably     Cronje    did    not    realise    that    Kellv-Kcnnv's 
infantry   could  have  already  maixned   up  and   occupied   the    risiivr 
ground  not  tb.ree  thousand  yards  south  of  Wolveskra.il  Drift ;  stifl 
less  could   he    know  that  (;eneral   Colvile's  division  (whose  endur- 
ance had  been  e.xtraordinary)  was  but  a  few  miles  behind,  and  was 
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to  reach  Paardcljcr;;-  Drift  before  daybreak.  If  Cronje  hi'd  known 
this,  there  is  littK'  doubt  that  he  would  liave  pnjniptly  .-acrilked  all 
his  transport  and  all  his  _L;uns  in  order  to  i^et  his  men  away  and 
escape  frt)in  the  trap  into  which  he  was  now  caught.  As  it  was, 
he  sent  a  .t,n-eat  part  of  his  force  to  line  the  river-bed  all  the  way 
down  to  Paardeberi^r  Drift,  in  order  to  act  as  a  rear-ouard  and  clieck 
any  attempt  to  interfere  with  his  crossing  W'oK  eskVaal  Drift  at  his 
leisure." 

Later  on,  the  Xinth  Division,  with  the  Highland  brigade,  who  had 
made  a  forced  march  from  Jacobsdal,  arnved  on  the  scene  just  in  time 
to  see  the  I'oers  sending  u[)  rockets  to  show  their  position  to  expected 
reinforcements.  And  there  is  little  douln  that  Cronje,  unable  to 
realise  the  expeditious  advance  of  "lumbering  Britons,"  mistook 
General  Colvile's  troops  for  the  longed-for  relief! 

Among  the  missing  from  near  Paardeberg  were  Lieutenants 
Romilly  (Duke  of  Cornwall's  Light  Lifantry)\and  Metge  (Welsh 
Regiment),  and  Captains  Arnold  and  \'aughan  of  Kitciiener's  I  lorse. 

Here  we  have  the  position  of  affairs  as  they  stood  im  the  night 
of  the  17th  and  on  the  morning  of  the  TSth',  when  the  trap'^so 
ingeniously  set  for  Cronje  commenced  to  close  little  by  litde— -north, 
south,  east,_and  west.  Everywhere  he  turned  the  detestal  V  rooineks 
menaced  him,  and  he  who  so  lateh  had  eaten  his  breakfast  to  the 
tune  of  his  loo-pounder  gun,  that  'belched  ruin  and  mutilation  o\er 
the  whole  region  of  Kimberley,  was  now  constrained  to  breakfast 
to  a  new  and  disagreeable  inversion  of  an  identical  melodv  ! 


THE  BATTLE  OF  PAARDEBERG 

On  Sunday,  the  iSth  of  February,  the  most  exciting  action  of  the 
war  took  place.  It  was  costly  as  it  was  momentous,  for  it  served  to 
decide  the  fate  of  the  lleeing  Dutchman.  The  sec  "  the  drama  was 
not  unpicturesque.  From  the  Paardeberg  to  the  ..  ^doosrand  Drift 
the  Klodder  flowtxl  along  a  deep  hollow  from  thirt  -  to  a  hundred 
yards  in  depth.  To  either  side  the  forks  of  small  dongas  radiated, 
while  the  higli  banks  were  fringed  with,  the  feathery  foliage  of  the 
mimosa  and  wilK)w.  Donga  and  tree  stump  afforded  excellent  cover 
for  the  slim  adversary,  sniper  or  scout.  The  river  tra\elled  from 
Koodoosrand  Drift  west-south-west,  dexiating  southwards  on  either 
side  of  the  Wolves!. rail  Drift.  A  vast  exi)anse  of  veldt,  some  two 
thousand  yards  wide,  shelved  down  towards  the  south  bank  of  tl.e 
river,  fringed  by  higher  ground  ;  and  this  grassy  plain  extending 
eastwards  joined  a  circle  of  kopjes  now  known  as  Kitchener's  11  ilk 
On  the  opposite,  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  was  another  similar 
plain,  dotted  with  minor  kopjes  to  within  a  thousand  yards  of  the 
river,  and  beyond  them  was  the  higher  hump  of  I'aardeberg  Hill. 
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the  Ilw^h^'of  liuT'^  ''• '"^"'    ,  ^'''"'"^  ^'"^  '"'^^'•'-  --1  1-ttcr  with 
WM.i?  r   1         '""'■""^-  '^"^I   -^""n   pandunnniuin  was  Kt  loose 

\\  l^.ilc  par    of  til.  n.onntrd  infantn  was  forn-n^^  th.  rcan    n    I  un    h'- 

posted  th.msdv,..,  on  ihc  n„rth   b  ,  I  \,r  t  u-  n  xr  I  ,      "r 

tLrouRl,  a  .on'c  of  fire  toward,  .hJc-.'^'reni;,;''"'^''   ^'"'■'«'■"■" 
Cronje  by  tim  tinu:  iiad  realised  tl.at  I>is  position  „as  critic  lI 

!;;;;;s.x^d:cidS'"s"«^!rs^ 

afcded'lo,},  ,::;:,',;'■;,,',?■"  "■" "-"  '""^>''"'^  f'™'--  -' 

"  I-.very  natcral  protection,  suci,  as  tlie  ra.nifications  of  tl-e  don<.as 
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which  eat  into  ihv.  banks  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  had  b<cn  iililisctl, 
though  the  bombardment  from  l)oth  sides  compelled  them  to  abandon 
thcir'^  first  hasty  breastworks  cut  into  the  actual  top  ()f  the  bank, 
which  was  here  from  about  fifty  to  a  hundred  yards  from  the  river 
itself,  and  thirty  feet  in  height. 

••Tor  the  first  time  here  the  'T'  trenches,  ot  which  much  has 
been  said  durinj,^  the  present  campai-n,  were  used.  They  did  not 
seem  to  presenl\he  least  a.lvanta-e  (n  er  the  ordinary  shapes,  except 
that  in  an  exposed  an-le  they  may  have  provided  additional  protec- 
tion against  an  entilading  fire."  _  i     i      r    i 

Cronje's  first  object  in  entrenching  Idmself  in  the  bed  of  the 
river  was  to  arrest  the  further  advance  of  the;  mounted  infantry,_  who 
had  taken  possession  of  the  bed  of  the  river  west  of  his  position. 
In  this  he  was  successful.  Worn,  haras^.ed,  and  almost  heli^less,  he 
determined  to  make  a  desperate  stand,  hoping  against  hope  to  gain 
time  till  some  help  from  without  should  arrive.  15ut  this  help  never 
reached  him.  A  grand  enveloping  movement  commenced,  and 
Cronje,  brought  to  bay,  found  himself  face  to  face  with  what  proved 

to  be  his  .Sedan.  i  •     i       i 

My  this  time  he  and  his  followers  were  snugly  ensconced  in  buhli 
and  d'ono-a  and  scrub  round  the  laager,  and  Irom   the  trees  around 
they  vi.nM-ously  sniped  and  poured  volleys  at  the  advancing  troops. 
In  the 'advance  to  the  attack  ihe  Highland  ISrigade  was  on  die  left. 
General  Knox's  brigade  in  tl-e  centre  and  on  the  right,  while  Genenil 
Smith  Dorrien's  brigade,  after  crossing  the  ri\er  by  Paardeberg  Drift, 
moved  along  the  north  bank.     The  Highland  Brigade  had  a  terrific 
duty.     The"  Boers,   from  their  position  in  the  bed  of  the  river  and 
on   both  sides   of  it,    commanded   the   left   of  the   P)rigade,  and   as 
the  kilted  mass  moved   forward  in   the  open  poured  upon  them   a 
deadly  hre.  which  f.^rced  them  to  lie  proive  for  the  rest  ot  die  day 
Here  at  noon,  when  Ijullcts  were  humming  their  loudest,  General 
Hector    Macdonald   was  wounded.      He  had  dismciunted,  and  was 
directin"-  the  movements  of  the  brigade,  when  overtaken  by  a  shot 
which  penetrated  thigh  and  foot.      Despite  this  unlucky  accident  am 
a  tremendous  spell  of  hard  fighting,  the  l)rigade  exhibited  splendu 
pluck  and  tenacity.      They  were  destitute  of  cover,  but  maintained 
their   position   with   astonishing   fortitude,   and   diis   after   the    long 
forced  march  they  had   made  fn^ii   Jacobsdal,  and  while  enduring 
the  tortures  of  maddening  thirst,  which  could  not  be  assuaged       A 
hea\y  thunderstorm   mercifully  overtook  them  in  the  course  of  the 
afternoon  and  raindrops  large  as  gooseberries  clattered  down  tlieir 
relieving  moisture  on  the  parched  and  exhausted  troops. 

On  th.e  n.)rth  bank  cS  the  river  was  Cronje's  laager,  an  environ- 
ment of  waggons,  carts,  ammunition,  and  stores.  While  General 
Smith  Dorrien's  force,  among  which  were  the  Canadians,  Gordons, 
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The   Battle   of  Paardebem 

ami  Sliropshircs,  alt(.:ni[)lccl  to  cl-ari^c  into  the  laai^cr,  they  too 
wc'i'c  \  i^orously  shclkd  by  t\ui  cncnu',  who,  Linclcrcatahlc.  held  on 
valiantly  to  a  kopje  on  the  S(jiith  bank  of  the  ri\cr.  lle're  they 
posted  a  X'ickers-Maxini  and  otiH:r  dead!)'  weapons,  and  in  a 
measure  divideil  our  lone  in  two.  The  Seaforths  and  the  Corn- 
wall Regiment  made  a  snlendiil  (  hai'''"e  with  the  bavoiu-t,  and  drove 
the  r>o(jrs  from  their  co\-er  round  the  tlrift,  but  in  the  glorious 
rush  Ijolh  the  Colonel  and  Adjutant  ot"  the  Cornwalls  were  stricken 
down.  Xiiiety-six  of  the  men  were  wounded,  but  lluy  now  hekl  tlu; 
iiorth-wcst  side  vif  the  enemy's  position. 

On  the  east  the   Sixth   Disision   was    hartl    at   work    taeklini;;'   a 
honle  of  lioers,  who  made  a  last  tlespairiuL;'  luni^c  in  order  to  burst 


I'l.AN  or  THE  Boer  Laaoeks  and  Tkexciies  and  the  Huiti-  :  I'o-itions  at  rAAiU)i;i!i;m;. 
(By  ail  Officer  of  t!ie  Rny;il  Vkh\  Ariillciy.) 

through  the  entangling  forces  and  push  for  the  south  bank  of  the 
river.  The  effort  was  stul)born  as  it  was  desperate,  but  they  were 
defeated  by  the  dash  of  the  West  Riding  Regiment,  who  pressed 
forward  with  the  bayonet  and  succeeded  in  seizing  the  drift.  Many 
s])lcndid  fellows  were  wounded  and  slain  in  the  collision.  Mean- 
while the  artillery  continued  to  direct  their  incessant  thunder  against 
the  laager,  pouring  in  a  deluge  of  destrtiction  from  all  (juarters,  and 
forcing  the  Dutchmen  to  shrink  within  the  space,  little  more  than 
a  mile  square,  into  which  they  had  so  hurriedly  scrambled. 
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General  K,.IIy-K,:„„y  havin;^  possessed  himsdf  of  both  Klip 
■lit  .nul  kno,lnnsra.Hl  Drilt  the  H.,ers  were  now  enclose.!  east 
.uul  west.  \Ua  hrv,;  cmnchecl  in  a  verital.l,;  death-trap  thev 
f.ui-U  tenac.otrs  y  Wo,-,,  harassed,  and  weai^ened  by  th.ir  hu,-rie  1 
ni.u-ch  they  y-t  held  a  stubborn  front  to  our  assaultin,  foop  .k 
••-in  the  cra.nped  re;^n..n  o|  their  laa.,,rer  did  as  niueh  da.na-Je  as  it 
was  possdole  to  d...  The  Canadians,  who  had  behave-d  wPth  con- 
sp,au,us  ;,allantry  ,n  the  attack  o„  the  laager,  l.st  nineteen  kille<l 
.  ul  s,xt>-three_wounde.l._  A  desenptinn  of  the-  fi^ht  as  seen  fro.n 
their  ponu  ..I  view  was  -,ven  by  ,i  p,-i\ate  in  the  1st  Contingent  :- 

"  Wc  left  Klip  D.ift  un  the  Modeler  Rivxr  at  G  I'M.  .Satu.d;,v   a.urm-uvlu  .1 
all  Might  mu.l  seven  on  Sunday  n.orning.  covc.ing  .3  ,„ilc.s.     1 )  n'   1    1  "     J," 

"13  P'-ick,  1  x\cnt  to  the  nvcr  for  watn-.  Just  a  little  way  up  the  river  a  biisk 
f.rc  opened  up  When  I  got  back  to  our  lines  I  founcUhen,  L  inJa  ra  i  m 
of  rum.      I  h.'id  mine,  and  it  jurt  bi-ace.l  me  up.  ^ 

on  ilu.^-l.M'''nJ'','r  ""  ""S''f  "'^'"^  ''^^'  I'^^-^'y  iTisk.  Our  brigade  was  ordered 
on  the   ku  ol   the  over,  wimh  we  erossed  at  a  fo,-d  just  in  rear  of  the  can.p. 

In  ^uT        "    r-^"'''    ^'-r'   ""^""    '"""^^^'^    ^'>^   Canadians   and  C...,  Z/s 
The  water  was  up  to  our  necks.     Some  went  deeper  and  had  to  swim      \Vc 
crossed  ni  fours,  ho  du,g  on  to  ea.-h  othe,-,  fooued  up  in  colunn,  and  advanced 
n   short   d,st:nu-e.    when    we   e.xten.led    to   .seven    paces   in    skirmisin-.ro     cr 
C  Company  formed  to  suppoi-t  A  Cumi)anv. 

"By  this  time  the   bullets  wer-c  comi''ng  picttv  thirklv,  and  we  had  some 

nie.  I  he  hoe  fire  was  heavy,  and  some  of  our  boys  had  been  bit  but  we 
soon  subdued  the  In-e.  Their  position  was  in  the  river,  and  we  were  I'yh"!  out 
the  open,  no  cover  o  any  kind  except  a  few  anthills.  We  could  ee\c"y 
1  tile  to  fi,c  rjt  except  the  fn-e  from  their  guns.  Our  line  was  in  a  crescent 
shape  the  r.ght  on  the  river,  and  the  left  extended  along  about  500  3^,^  In 
he  afternoon  our  troops  were  orde>-e.l  to  cease  fire.  As  soon  as  we  stopped 
they  started  snipnig,  which  made  us  hug  the  ground  sioppeu 

struek  Tl^'  '"p"'  '"'"^^^  'I"  '''■''"^;  """■  ^••'"''^''^  ^^'■""'^'  '^''  '-^  Company  was 
St  ck  Tlie  hoers  star  ed  a  murderous  fire  on  the  strctche,--bearers  who 
c.uued  lum  away,  a  tnck  they  did  all  day  long.  Towards  evening  the  ef° 
was  orde,-ed  to  rem  force  the  right.  It  was  a  daring  move,  but  we  di  it  by 
running  down  .n  threes  and  fours.  At  dark  all  the  forces  retired  and  qu.ti 
a  fevv  me,i  volunteered  to  search  for  the  wounded.  I  was  out  ^U  night  until 
our  the  ne.xt  n,o,-nmg.  when  I  laid  down  played  out.     I  never  want  to  w  t  e. 

Ivs  ■•:■'?:  ''^''Vl^  r^  :'"-^^  "'.^''^  '-^^^--n-  Whenever  we  showed  our- 
sehes  m  the  moonlight  the  sharpshooters  would  fire  at  us.  We  were  all 
up  early  next  morning,  hut  the  Boers  had  retired  farther  up  the  river.     So  we 

2' 1  e  r;  T  f ""'  '"";'■'''  ^-'^  '^''''-  ^  '^'^  '"^'i^''"^  ^  •-^p'"^--''  ^-••^-■-^"^ 

fe  V    nn.r.  ;  "'  "P   ""    ''''''   '°   ■''^-''•"^'^    '■"••  ^vounded.     We  found  a 

bad-  to  rnmn    '*ir  'Y'"°''  "   "'°""'''^'   ^^""'"'   ^^''^""^  ^^'^   h.nd,ge<i   and  took 
back  to  camp.      We  also  came  across  a  few  dead.     We  questioned  the  Boer 

hiowin"!  'f    r^' '■  h'  '"""'  "T-"  ^'"-^  "'■^"•^'  -'^-^•■■"^  ^•-•■-  wounded  and 
Unowmg  the  dead  into  the  nver.     After  dinner,  which  we  had  about  four,  we 

Li  ton    °!;°"'P'^^^  .^'^'^■-     ^,"""g  '''-  --gl't  there  was  quite   a  little  firi   g 
going  on.     This  morning  wc  advanced  towards  the  position  again,  and  about 
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ten  oVln.k   retired   Inr  snuw   l.rr,,kr,,..t  a.ul  .'ulvaii.x.i  agniii.     Ahli.m^li   mulrr 

tire  all  il.iy  SVC  di.l  imt  lir. .  I.iit  iIk;  artillery  certainly  playe.l  Cain  with  tlicni." 
Captain  Arnold's  wound  was  mortal,  hut  IjcuKiiaiit  Mason,  who 

was  also  shot,  was  not  dan<,rcrousl\-  hurt. 

A    Col.Miial,    writin-    Ironi    thr    front   at     faardclKT'.    said    that 

lii^litui,^^  "  went  on  durin-  the  day  until  al.nut  live  o'clock,  when  the 
Cornwalls  arrived  ui  Mippnrt.  The  ..fnccr  comniandin^r  this  l.at- 
talion  sccnicd  to  think  that  to,,  much  time  had  ahva.lv  !.<  ".■n  spent  In 
Jlkdum-  tiic  Boers,  so  ordered  the  char-e.  The  result'was  f.aal  to  the 
Lornwalls,  as  they  had  t..  retire.  The  C-an,ull  uis.  ,-ictin-  iintler  the 
orders  of  ihe  commanding  officer  of  the  Cornwalls  as  .s.'ni.r  officer 
also _char,L,re<l,  and  with  a  lik.;  r.^sult  ;  I.ut  the  Canadians,  in  place  of 
retirm_^r,  smiply  lay  dewn  and  rem.iined.  It  was  durin--  this  charge 
that  most  ol  the  fatalities  occurred.  The  unfortunate'  commandin..- 
olficer  ol  tile  Cornwalls  was  killed,  and  C.ipi.ain  ArnoliI  .and  l.ieutenan't 
JNIason  of  the  Canadians  wounded.  The  l'.riL,Mdier  sul.seeiuently  ( 
pressed  his  regret  that  the  char^re  took  plac.'  I.ut  at  the  same  time 
warmly  congratulated  th(-  Canadians  on  tlunr  behaviour,  as  did  Lerd 
Kobc'rts  also." 

Of  .yrallantry  and  darin-  there  was  no  end.  I'n.m  dawn  till 
sunset  rayed  a  1  attk'  of  appallin.^r  fierceness,  of  mat,mificent  per- 
sistency. l<rom  drift  to  drift  th(;  hollows  reverl.era'ied  with  the 
perpetual  roll  ol  musketry,  the  brawlin- of  multifarious  -uns  the 
hoarse  cheers  of  charyni^r  troop.s,  tin,'  shouts  of  the  unfiinchiiro-  enemy 
Liirhn- smoke  burst  m  wreaths  and  -.irlands  from  the  siiles  of  the 
hills  and  rose  a-amst  the  purple  of  thunder-clouds;  llarin--  ton-aies 
of  v(-n-ehil  ll.ime  danced  and  forked  their  rellections  oriuau'ii's 
Ii.L;htmn-s  ;  spouts  and  t.MTents  of  water  poured  fn.m  the  sky 
min.L,dm-  with  the  heroic.tl  blood  of  Britain's  best,  that  trickled  iii 
rivulets,  north,  south,  cast,  and  west  of  the  scene,  and  traced  far 
and  wide  the  history  of  s.urifice  on  the  now  sacred  crnunul.  I'or 
all  this,  the  position  of  the;  contendinj^r  p,u-iics  remained' unch.anoed— 
Cronje  defiant  and  enclosed,  the  British  lion  croiichiiv^r,  watcfi'm-.-. 

At  dusk  the  scene  was  weirdly,  terrifically  picturesciue.  l'7om 
the  south  and  north  sides  of  the  river  shells  hurtled  throu-rh  the  air 
laiiinn;  and  explodin-  alon-  the  river-bed,  now  settin-"  fire  to  a 
\va-t,ron,  now  a  <  .  :,  and  filling  the  -loom  with  lurid  panor.im.is  of 
Hamt  and  an  awe-striking,  ceaseless  din.  Once  an  .nnmunltion 
waggon  was  struck.  Then  the  blaze  and  crackling  which  fi.llow.d 
intermingling  as  they  did  with  tlu;  roar  a[  artill<':rv  and  the  rattle 
of  rilles,  made  a  fitting  concert  for  Hades.  And  to  the  tune 
of  this  d.'moniacal  interme/xo  the  cordon  round  th<'  enemv  was 
gradually  closing,  his  last  chances  of  escape  were  one  b\-  one 
being  sealed,  the  hist  links  in  Lord  Roberts'  strat-'dcal' chain 
were  being  forged. 
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At  111- hi  liuTti  was  iH.iu-c.  Th,;  Modeler  mi-lii  have  h.vii  tlic 
placKl  p.iHin-  Ihaiiies  uiiuHii-  alon-  heium,  liin^cd  and  slM,,i„,r 
lanks  t..  ihe  bosom  ol  th.'  sea.  liut  there'  was  imn,.  to  a.hiiire  the 
pretty  .sc.•lu^  All  were  w.,rn  out,  and  -lad  to  limp  to  sK^ep  uhere 
they  ha.l  tou.du,  wl,il<:  th.'  i.e,.rer  partu^s  ■•  !)ody-.snaichcrs,"  as  ih.  v 
were  jocos.'Iy  styled- picked  their  way  in  the  darkness,  doin-  their 
deeds  ol  mercy  witli  zealous,  unlla--inM-  perseverance.  T'lirin- 
this  tune  many  deserters  trom  the  eiicmv  came  in.  Thev  hail  seen 
the  hopelessness  of  their  case,  an.l  had  I.e.n  ur-in-  iiselesslv  the 
imi)Ia(al)le  Lronje  to  siirrc^nder. 

The  folloNvin-  is  the   list  of  those  who  were  killed  and  wounded 
tUirm''  tin   ' 


li.i;ln  :- 


A7//,v/.'— Moimtcil  Iiiranti  v  -  Colonel  llau 


nay.'    jiul  Warwick — Liciitcnniit 


Ilankny.  I)„kc  o(  CornuvilLs  laglu  Infanty-Licutcnant-C.loiKl  Al<iu,.rtl,,-' 
Captain  L.  Uardlaw,  Captain  NcwI.i.rv.  .Seafnrtli  I  liKliiaiulers-Sccn  I 
Lieutenant  MChirc.  Argyll  and  Sutiicrian.l  I  lighia.ulcr.s  i.cutcnant  Conrtc- 
na3  West  k,.hng  Regiment  Lieutenant  Siordct.  1st  VorLsliirc-Second 
■  eutcnan  Neavc.  Oxlu.d  I  iglu  Infantry-Lieutenant  liright,  Seo,nd  Licu- 
tenant  Ball-.\eton.  // Wv/.-.Staff-.Major-C.eneral  Kno.x  (,,th  Driga.le^, 
M,in,.(,e,u,al  Hector  MacDonald  (3rd  ISriga.le).  Duke  of  Corinvall's  Li^l, 
h.lantry^-Captain  J.    H.    Maund.r,   Lieutenant  II.  W.  Fil,.,  Second  Lieutenant 

on    i)i.(inl)ei   23,  i8^S       He,  cnteicd  ihe  inmy  as  an  ensi-n  in  tli.'  <nid  Foot  .'now  th.. 

I'nn.cs  Louises  Argyll  ami  .SmiuTiand  ll,J.landers)  on Octohor  S  867.  er  "ml  s 
on  e„..n.y  on  ,he  .Stl,  ot  OciolK.r  iK;,,  and  (nnn  Fcbruarv  to  .\  .vcMii lo  ,S;s\  4 
n.liuaor  of  nni^kcn-y.      Obtaininx   liis   captainry  on    Novc-min..-   17,  1.S7S,   I  u  wVs  vm- 

l)loy(,-d  on  specml  service  in  Somh  .\fn.a  diirinjj  the  I.ittcr  mrt  of    h  -  y,  In  \v       / 
une   ,0   October    ,879.  f^.r  wind,    i,c   had   the  nu 'i:d  wh  ^  c' i     ,.    '    '  o.n  A  ,,        ;  tZ 

tcnher   .S.Sj  he  was  aule-dc-can,p  to  tlu.  brij^adier-^enera!  at  A  .lor'i  ot    wai'l  cue.  ' 

major  m  January  ,8X4,  and  fn.n  .September  1S86  to\-oven,ber  1887  w  i  \.,  .:  „  cm  !.,  li 

r, "tn   '"■";•■'  ^"■'  '."-■  "r'  '""■'■""  °'"  ""-"  I"'--'"^'  '-'^  ='"  •-'i-l'-'-de-eamp  in   li     iai         ff 
I  el;  Iter  ,,or  ,on  m  liombay.     He  be.-ame  licutenant-n.lonel  in  June  .893,  amV    ,1  n  'l    n 
June  I8v7,  and  m  June  i8w  was  placed  on  the  half-pay  list,  from  which  I,c  w.;s  .enove  11," 
October  m  order  to  take  up  the  temporary  app.mUment  of  assist.iiu-a.ljutant-.H'nern  Tl'or ts 
mouth.    .Not  t,ll  I)eccmber  30,  1899,  was  he  chosen  for  spe.  lal  s.Tvici  in  S.mtl   Af  ica 

-    -leuteaa.i-Colonel  Wil-iam  Aldworth,   D.S.O..   was  fortv-four  years  of  a     '  InviuL' 
been  born  <.n  Octol^er  3,  ,85;.     He  entered  the  army  as  a  sul,  lieutenant  on  June  ',  ..V-f 

ss,    I         "^'   I        ,     Cazetted  ,a  captam   m   the    Iledlordshire   Regiment  on    MaVdi    io 
1S8      he  served  w„h  tlie  I'.urmese  Expedition  from  Januarv   .4.  .885,  to  Mar  1  8,% 

as  aide-de-cjmp  .and  actm-  military  secretary  to  Sir  Harry  I'renleruasirst '  is  ! 
m.-.jor-Keneral  m  M.adras.  .and  then  as  Rener.a]  otTicer  c(,n,nian  1  n^  in  C  mc  knnri 
ben,;,  mentioned  m  despatches  and  receivin:.,^  ,i,e  I)..s.O.  and  I  e  mecla  'vi' 1,  c  •  si ' 
m^i<f "  l"";^  '-"i'  '"  "''^  /"'^;''  Expedition  in  ,8.3,  and  in  February  .SlsKuete  a 
T  -,]  -•;,•"-"  f '"■"'  '•'"'  '•''-'  ^'""■■•''  '^'^'''^f  f""'-'^'--  ""'''•'•  Sir  Robert  Low  ith  he 
.1   i    ;   "  P  "  l^'?  '"-""""''  ^""-'   '■"-"■"■•'•^''i'-c).  and  took  part  in  the  stormin,'    f      c 

.M.     Lnd  l.-iss  and  the  en-.-i.^ement  near  Khar,  for  which  he  ha.l  the  med.al  with  clasp 

the  .NoithA\e,t  I- rontier  of  India,  with  the  Tiral,  Expeditionary  Force  as  deniitv-assitfirt 
adjutant.,,a>nera    of  the  2nd  Brigade,  an<l  with  the  Khybcr  Force  as  deput   -a     iltant-adh 
tant-^eneral.  being  present  a;  the  forcing  of  the  .Sampagha  and  ArlKim.     I'asse     amT    o 
operations  .agamst   the  Chamkanis  and  in  the  I',a.ar\'.alley.     He  "nen  k  n  d  in     e^ 

spatches.   received  the   brevet  of  lieutenant-colonel  (.Nt.ay  20,    ,898\  an<l  two  c lisps      He 
obtained  the  substantive  rank  of  licutrnant-colone!  in  th.e  buke  of  O^nwalll  U-  Irhr, 
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,1.  U.C.  Iiir,  s.i'uiKi  l,i(utLiiai<t  K.  M.  (iiinp      s.-ii,,!ti,  I  i;.,i,i  .   i  /•• 

'  ii-iilLll,   V-,ll)iillll     I'..     A.    I   nW'lln;     f     iiif  i   ii     ('      W      \  i  i   •  ' 


I  iciltiMiinf    ?■     r      «    '/•'  •  "V "^^M.iHi     VI.     A.     AkllH-Pwiml; 

■  m     n'l       StT'    ^l'""-     '""•   "•   ';■   -M.-xw-ll.   Ma„„-  T.   M.   X 


;ilt;a'lit<j 


Lieutenant    V.    A.    lonrs    I  Sannt   \l  ^^^      M      '  ^^^  Harknc.s, 

Colonel  Tuchvav    IS    Fss^xV       s      L       r  "?!;;''    '"' "'fv- I-i- uienant- 


The  follou-in-  table  -ivcs  the  disirilmti,,,,  ,, 
othcers  : — 


■'attcrv  R..\. 

the  losses  anioiiij 


Stair  .         .  _ 

2ncl  Diilsc  ol' Cornwall's  I.iglit 
2nd  Scaforth  llighlaiulcrs 
1st  Ar.^yll  and  Siitlicrlancl  Hi- 
1st  \yc.st  Riding  Regiment 
Ist  'S'url-.ohirc  Regiment 
I.St  Oxfordsin're  Liglit  hifantrv 
2nd  Kast  Kent  Regiment    .     " 
Ist  G(ji-don  ]  liglilandcrs 
2nd  Royal  I  liglilander.s 
2nd  Shropsln're  Light  Infantry 
Royal  Canadian  RcL;inicnt 
Hoyal  Armv  Medical  Corps 
.Si  St  Batterv  R.A.       . 


AV/.Vy.     ll\„)i,L-<f.     .]/!. 
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4 
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7o/,!/. 


I 
1 

4 
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Total 


39 


1  lie  heaviness  of  this  H.^t  and  the  e\-,-nnc-s  vith  w'^i-I,  th 
were  shared  bear  witness  to  the  dasi;and  d  "  "^  '^'^  "^""'^' 
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The  Transvaal  War 

A.i;<u)d  (led  <.f  co.nmciu  .siibsc'ciiKMiily  i..ok  place  n-aidin^  tlie 
methods  adopted  durin- this  day's  warfare  a.ul  many  were  of  o, /in ion 
Ih.it  the  utlempt  to  take  the  position  hy  assault  was  unnecessarily  waste- 
lul  othle.      Considerniu-  the  positions  of  the  various  re-ini.M,ts  on  the 
mornniu-  ol    the    battle,   it    seemed  as   thou-h   the  encircling.-  of  ihc 
enemy  i^nd  lorcm-  him  to  suhmissi-.n  by  a  slow  process  of  pressure 
would   have   served  eciually  wc:ll  to   brin-  about  the   inevitable  end 
.iit  aaam  it  has  been  urged  that  there  was  at  tlu.  time  no  kn..winL^ 
how  soon  reinlorcements   ml.<;ht  amv:  to  the  assistance  of  Cn.nje 
or  what   results  mi-ht  accrue  from    permitting  the    B(jers— at   the 
time  breathless  and  weary    -to  n-ather  tlunnselves  to-ethcM"  for  fresh 
resistance.       Delay  was  evidently  the    one   thin-    that   Cronie   was 
playm.s,^  for.  and   Lord   Kitchener,  on  his  side,  was  averse  from  ri^ks 
which  miolu  brins^r  about  the  fiilure  of  the  vital  undertakin<r 


nm 
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The  enemy  had  little  rest.      The  sr.iall  h<uirs  were  spent  in  con- 
structing entrenchments   round    the    laa.i^^cr.      All    owned   that    their 
stubborn  ener-y  was  admirable,  but  further  active  resistance  on  the 
part  of  Cronje  was  now  be-innin-r  to  be  regarded  by  all— e\en  his 
own  p,M)ple— as  an  act  of  suicide  and  murder.      "  It  was  ma.vnihcent 
but  It  was  n..t  war,"  as  the  I'rcnchman  said.      The  Mounted'infantry 
and  a  battery  oi  artillery  next  mornln-  turned  their  attention  to  an 
olfeiulm-  kopjc,  whence  the  P.oers  could  yet  pour  their  equivalent  for 
cold   water     on   the    British   i)lans,   and   while   circlin<,r   round   the 
position  were  accosted  with  a  morning  salutation  from' the  rilles  of 
the  1<  ederals  on  the  summit  of  the  hill.      Fortunatelv  the  fusillade  was 
launched  with  more  vigour  than  accuracy,  and  there  were  no  casual- 
ties,     rursuing   their  investigations,   the  troops  discovered  a  ..-o„d 
defensive  position  and  seized  it.  "^ 

Early  in  the  morning  Cronje  sent  a  white  Hag,  demandino-  twenty- 
lour  hours  amiistice  lor  the  purpose  of  burying  "his  dead,  this  most 
probably  being  part  of  a  wary  plot  to  gain  time  for  reinforcements 
to  come  to  the  rescue,  a  reply  was  sent  back  from  Lord  Kitchener 
to  the  ellect  that  it  was  impossible  to  grant  the  request,  which  must 
await  the  arrival  of  the  Commander-in-Chief.  Lord  Roberts  was 
Uien  on  his  way  from  Jacobsdal,  and  when  the  matter  was  referred  to 
him,  he  at  once  sent  a  message  refusing  to  accede  to  the  proposition 
General  Cronje  s  reply,  being  roughly  translated,  implied  that  he 
wished  to  surrender,  but  when  Lord  Kitc:hener  requested  him  to 
surrender  in  person,  it  was  discovered  that  he  had  no  notion  of 
capitulation— unconditional  surrend(T  being  the  terms  offered.  Lord 
Roberts  then  ordered  the  resumiition  of  the  bombardment. 

About  mid-day  came  the  rumour  that  French  was  at  hand   and 
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xit  tlic  cavah-y  division  was  t!i,.,/n  'T'"'  :'-""""; 
arrived  later,  and  u  d re's^l  ?h  "  ''  !"  ""T-  ^^'"'^'  '^"'^^■'•^^ 
cheers.  Meanwhile  ^,^  '"u  u  d '-arVl  m''""'  '"'^  ^^'^'^ 
65th  (howitzer)  Uutcry  surr  in  J  ■  the  it  ''^■'^'-  -^^'•'■"-  -"^1  the 
avalanche  of  deslrncti on    t       h  u  '"^     '  ''"'    conunenccd  an 

an  enhladin,  lire,  T'l^^.^,  t^!';  l^-;;^,;'-  -'er-bed  with 
green  with  noxious  v;,pour.  W^.  on  aR  u ?/  ^^!r™^'"^"'"^r  a.r 
exploded  with  inrernal   inu-o..       '•-.>'^'\allei  vva,^ro,,„  ,,,   amniuniiion 

caii>-  .ner  tiL  nvX/ja^ ;"';':;;'  ;£,  r"'^  '•""^'  ^'';^^'"''- 

render-not  the  llutter  of -,  u      i   ,'  ^      n  ^^^'r^  '">  ■^>^"s  of  sur- 

the  obdurate  n.an      h,    1  is  .■   "''^  '"      "  '^''''T''  ''^''''''  ''^•'"'^'"^d 

inevitable.      Pris  ne  '  now  u      H  '"''  ^"^"''  '■••''"^^'  ^"  ^'^"'  ^^^  ^'^^ 

in  their  riHes  siu.;^:;"^;;^:'.^;:;:;^ ;-  ^^1';'  :!;:^^:;-'' -- 

s;:rhoidnl„^^^  ^^,;:-'c^  c.;  •  J  di^„t;;s^^-;d 

river-bed.-      Meanwh  le    Hr  v     u'      •      ,  '•"''  .^-''^'V'^^ "'''"-    '^^''-  '"   ^'^^ 

haustedandstarv^       T   rci^ZhaiT"''     "'    7'^'"""''    ^^■ 
to  Paardeber^.  in  oaler  U    JtX  II  ''  '  "".•^^  '''"'  ••i^-^''-'^ank 

was  accon.p.myin'    h;^       f  mn    .H  ^        '^  ''^U'^'  ^'*"^-^>'  ^^'^'^'^ 
state   was    lamentab        f  r  ,/ ?  r'"'  ''■^""    '^"'P   Drift.      Their 

Broadvvood  had  a  .  Jd  ..ff  /l  ''  ^'  ''^•nKMnbered  that  General 
provisionless         it     blwA^^^  ^'^^"■^'^^   ^^^  ^'^^   '6^''  almost 

General  Gordon  1  d  X  L-  ^bie''';:  MI  '''1'"'  ^'  •^^-"  '">-'  *"- 
horses  out  of  his  whole  briul  C  1  ^'  n"'  ^'T'  ''''^'  ''"""^  '  -^o 
later  still,  owinc.  to  oL  aS  I  n.  tf^  ^'7'''''  ^''^-^'^  '"■''■'-•'^"l 
relieving'  Kin.bt-r  ey  and  he-  -       ■'^?  '';'"'^''"'''^-      '^'^^^'  ^^•^^'"'^  "^ 

990  ho^^es  out  of  ^/to'l  of  4800    "'""^'  ^'"'  '"^^  ^''^  ""'^^''•>-  ■^'-^- 

strain'i^^^.:^^;!^.^:;:^::;-  ^i  viJui  ''-r-?  -'^^'-^'--^  ^'- 

and  1 6th,  but  some  ClI    yo  n     off^  ^  ^     -^  ^"'""'''7'  '^'^  '^'^' 

Carbutt   (R.n.A)     Lie  tar       •  >  %T^  Lieutenant 

Hesketh06th  Lancers  UK  I  i  ;''''^  (pth  Lancers),  Lieutenant 
bury  (Sccls  Grc^^lwS-e  l^i^  iirpn^f  'Y  '^'^''"^^^^'^  ^^-^- 
vvere  Captain  1 1  unifreys  (O  1  Sv  W  Ir""'-  ^''^'  woundod 

Lieut.    larnes   (Q    I^  tte^      r  '  ^^  ^'';i''^'!'^"^  ^^^^'^ton  (P  Pu^^^ 

(9th  Lancers),  Qmt  in  7uso,^  fitl?  I  "'"^  T"'  '^'^""^-  ^^^^^ 
Second  Lieu  .  Lc^c  (Scot  G,ev  ^'T)  V'''''  ^'^"'^'y'^^  '^"^ 
Dragoons),  Lieut.  G^ar  obS'' Hor^^r  '/r  7"'  (Inniskilling 
of  the  cavalrv  division  now  eno-ild  in  .  \  r  ''^'^^^^'S:^'«^  ''^■ninant 
that  Cronje  had  so  ardent  1  v  ex?2led  ^^''"^^  ''^'  reinforcen.ents 

was^idnSn;;;;;":!^!^':  ch^,:::r^;^^^^^"^^  ^^^'-  ^''-'^'^'^  --ic  it 

liant  actions  wl  ic        '-^^^^^^^^^^^  --'1  but  bril- 

excitement  of  the   ^^^^s.rr:^:!^:!^^^/:-^^^  ^ 
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night  of  the  iwlh  the  (ilouccstcrs  ixMi'unm'cl  a  clashin_u;  thoiiL^h  liilik- 
feat.  In  the  afternoon  they  neared  a  kopje  in  which  tht;  I)iitch- 
nieii  were  ensconced.  'They  bided  their  time,  and  just  as  t'ie  shades 
of  nii^-ht  bei^an  to  fall  rushed  on  the  iMiem\-  with  bayonets  and  tlrove 
them  off  with  considerable  loss.  The  positions  taken  were  e\acuated, 
however,  during;'  tiie  ni^iht. 

On  the  20th  the  Ijocm's  before  dawn  were  ai^ain  hard  at  work 
increasing  their  entrenchments  all  round  their  laag-r,  but  their 
plucky  labours  were  impeded  by  continual  shells  which  were 
launched  now  and  again  to  prevent  the  work  from  being  carried  to 
completion.  Mc-anwhile  from  the  e<ist  came  the;  echo  of  artillery, 
a  rumour  of  battle  which  proved  that  the  uiuiring  French  was 
actively  engaged  in  standing  between  the  l^ocr  ninforcenK-nts 
and  Cronje"  who  .still  held  out  gallantly  in  the  fond  yet  forlorn 
hope  of  their  ultimate  arrival.  He  was  humanely  offered  many 
chances  to  give  in,  but  since  he  stoutK'  refused  them  all,  measures 
were  taken*  by  Lord  Roberts  to  bring  the  fighting  to  a  speedy 
conclusion. 

But  the  doggcully  valiant  altitude  of  the  enemy  was  not  lost  on 
his  assailants.  It  had  b(;en  impossible  to  withholtl  from  Cronje  a 
certain  admiration  for  the  masterful  manceuvres  which  extricated  him 
from  his  impossible  position  at  Majersfontein,  or  for  the  stubborn 
resistance  with  which  his  force,  outwitted,  harassed  b\-  the  mounted 
infantry,  ami  fighting  a  skilful  rearguartl  action,  had  succeeded  in 
("•etting  at  least  thirty-ti\e  miles  to  Kocjdoosrand  Drilt.  It  was  now 
equally  impossible  to  overlook  the  magnificent  energy  of  the  man. 
who,  with  his  means  of  llight  at  an  end,  his  50,000  lbs.  of  ammuni- 
tion sacrificed,  his  stores  captureil,  his  uxv.n  e:.hausted  to  the  death, 
with  aim  >st  certain  defeat  staring  him  in  the  face,  coukl  turn  and 
fight  an  action  bodi  ferocious  and  sanguinary.  Moreo\(  r,  by  the 
sheer  magnetism  of  his  personality  he  forced  his  followers  to  show 
a  bold  front  and  maintain  a  desperate,  almost  fatuous,  courage  in 
the  face  of  the  most  terrific  shelling  that  tlu:  century  has  known. 

Little  by  little  the.  enclosing  circle  began  to  grow  narrower. 
The  infantry — the  Cornwalls  assisted  by  tlu;  k^ngineers- -again 
set  to  work' to  push  the  enemy  still  farther  back  into  th(;  river, 
but  otherwise  little  advance  was  made.  The  position  was  n«nv 
sufficiently  terrible  for  the  enemy.  Cronje's  trap  was  about  a  mile 
square,  while  commanding  it  in  every  direction  were  guns  multi- 
farious ;  bush(.'S  and  banks  and  ravines  were  swept  by  cataracts 
(jf  shrapncil,  while  volumes  of  greenish-yellow  smoke  from  burst- 
ing lyddite  curved  and  twisted  around  tlu;  river-bed,  then  carried 
their  no.xious  vapour  to  the  serene  sapphire  of  the  heavens.  In 
the  clear  atmosphere  the  reiterations  of  Maxims  filled  rp  ihc:  iiiUi:  es 
between  the  steady  booming  of  artillerv,  while  now  and  again  the 
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impctent  dcspafrin-  splutter  of  rillc-s  from  the  enemy's  l.uun-r  miii-led 
with  the  stertorous  rampage.  "^ 

On  the  fourth  clay  of  Cronje's  resistance  what  mi-ht  have  h.en 
■•ui  unfortunate  mcident  occurred.  The  CWoucester  and  I-:ssex  reoi- 
ments  by  an  accident  had  bivouacked  on  the  n.,rth  side  of  the  riv^er 
too  close  to  the  enemy's  laao-er.  The  result  was  that  on  the  first 
;.deam  of  dayl.^rht  they  were  discovered  by  the  Dutchmen,  who 
treated  them  to  a  volley  by  way  of  reveille.  Luckilv  the  firin.-- 
was  not  at  all  up  to  the  Boer  mark  and  the  regiments  came  oh 
scot-free.  ^ 

During  the  day  General   Smith   D.orrien's   force   on    the   north 
work(-d  towards  the  doomed  laager  while   (ieneral    Knox's   bri.^ade 
h'ld  the  containing  lines  on  the  south  side  of  the   river       Ii'^'the 
east   General    1;  rench    was   keeping  an   <.yc    on    a   swarm    of   Boers 
who  were   h()pmg  to  come  to  the   rescue  of  Cronje.      These  held 
a  strong  position   on  a   kopje  which    seemed    to    be    specially   con- 
structed   by  nature   for    defensive    purposes.       Still,   when    General 
Hoadwood  s  brigade  and   a   battery  of  h.;rse-artillery  turned   their 
attention  to  the  summit  and  scoured  it  thoroughlv,  the   Dutchmen 
helter-skelter  fled.      Unluckily  for  them,  their  pi^ecipitate  act^rtoo 
hem  straight  mto  the  arms  of  General  French,  who  having  headed 
them  towards  the  drift,   n.,w  gave  them  s.,  warm  a  reception  that 
numbers  bit  the  dust.      Some  escaped,  but  fifh"  were  taken  prisoners 
1  orage,    provisions,    and   eciuipment   were   al'so  seized,    thou<rh   the 

no?be'told  ""  '''"'^  '''"''''''''  ''^^'   '"^  ''''''  '''"^  ^^'^^  °^  '^-'-^  ^*^^''^' 

The  capture  of  the  kopje  was  an  excellent  move,  as  it  was  a 
useful  position  whence  to  watch  for  and  intercept  reinforcements 
tha  n.,ght  be  coming  from  Ladysmith  or  elsewhere  to  the  succour 
;i  Hno  '*''"f  ,  "'"''"P  T''  '""'  '''  ^'^^  "'^^'^"■^^^^'  Conunandant 

cWi  Z     'fV?"i"?  '"'^  '/'''"  I"?'  ^^">-^^'^^'-^  '"'>'■  ^'^^  ^-^"^-1  and 

dr     s        Fh        ff  ''"'    ^^'f    '^'""^'^'^^■^'    "^^■^''^^'    attendance    and 

d     gs.      J  he  ofTers  were  curtly  rejected.      iMnding  courteous  over- 
res  of  no  avail,  the  bombardment  of  the  position  was  resumed,  and 

ons.  Wide  the  firing  was  taking  place  the  mules  of  the  82nd 
Battery,  while  still  hitched  to  the  waggons,  took  it  into  their  head  ' 
to  stampede,  causing  a  scene  of  the  wildest  confusion.  Tl^e  next 
uay   However,  ail  save  (Mie  waggon  were  rect)vered 

Dunng  the  night  the  Shropshire  Regiment  accomplished  a  tine 

tta..      lliey   pressed    forward    some   two   hundred    y;srds.   captured 

new  ground,  and  there  entrenched  themselves.      It  v4s  an  excellent 

nak^  to  tour  days  mcessant  work  under  a  witherin<T  fire    and   bv 

he  ..nd  they  were  fairly  exhausted.      Thev  were   thl-n  reile  ed  1    - 

the   Gordons.      Here    be    it    noticed    that   the   Gordons   were    now 

^OL.l^-.  (3.  -      - 


111- 


'i 


The   Transvaal   War 

incorporated  with  the  I  lii^diland  Hri.-^adc-,  which  was  thus  composed 
of"  four  kiltcd_  rei^imcnts.  The  Ilij^diland  Liijht  Infantry,  who  wear 
"  trews,"  iiad  joined  General  Smith  iJorrien's  force. 

Tile  e.\cliano;e  of  positions  jjetween  the  Shn)psliircs  anil  (lordi^ns 
was  elfected  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the  slim  Boer  himself,  and 
showed  that  the  Britons  had  speedily  taken  practical  lessons' frijm 
their  adversaries.  'l"he  Shropshires  havint,^,  as  said,  seized  200 
yards  of  new  ground,  they  were  reliev  '  the  following  morning  by 
the  Gordons.  The  Highlanders,  sua.  ke,  wormed  themselves 
forward  to  the  trenches  on  their  stomachs,  while  the  Shropshire 
men  in  like  manner  crawled  over  the  bodies  of  the  relie\  ing  force. 
An  officer  who  witnessed  the  (evolution  said,  "  I  have  often  heard 
of  walking  on  an  empty  stomach,  but  I'm  hanged  if  I've  ever  seen 
the  feat  accomplished  so  well  and  so  literally." 

Another  tremendous  thunderstorm  broke  over  the  position, 
causing  considerable  discomfort  to  the  troo})s,  but  still  more  to  the 
unhappy  creatures  who,  through  the  stout  resistance  of  Cronje, 
were  held  to  all  the  horrors  of  the  trap  into  which  he  had  fallen. 
We  were  now  closing  in  on  every  side, 

A  grantl  attempt  was  made  on  the  morning  of  the  23rd  to  bring 
help  to  the  Dutchman.  Conmiandant  de  Wet  with  a  horde  of  some 
1000  Boers,  collected  from  the  region  of  I.adysmith,  appeared,  and 
made  a  desperate  effort  to  thrust  himself  through  the  liritish  lines. 
Part  of  the  force  on  its  way  towards  its  hoped-for  destination  was 
luckily  accosted  from  a  kopje  occupied  by  the  Scottish  Borderers. 
'Hie  greeting,  smart  and  accurate,  was  scarcely  to  the  Dutchmen's 
liking,  and  they  made  off  in  another  diiction,  but  still  with  the 
same  result.  From  position  to  position  they  were  hunted,  and 
in  sheer  despair  they  made  for  an  unoccupied  kopje,  where  they 
hoped ^  at  last  to  make  a  stand.  I>ut  they  were  disappointed. 
The  lively  Scottish  Borderers  were  "one  too  many  for  them." 
Seeing  the  Boers  'm  act  of  seizing  this  point  of  vantage,  the 
l)orderers  promptly  hurled  themselves  in  the  coveted  direction. 
There  was  an  animated  neck-and-neck  race,  and  the  Borderers, 
who  won  by  a  nose,  promptly  took  possession  of  the  hill  and 
completely  routed  the  Federals. 

Finally  the  Boers  found  shelter  in  a  kopje  which  was  vis-a-vis 
to  a  like  eminence  held  by  the  Yorkshires.  A  passage  at  arms 
followed,  with  the  result  that  the  fusillade  of  the  enemy  died  a 
natural  death.  Then  the  Yorkshires,  who  had  so  strenuously 
brought  about  this  result,  were  reinforced  by  the  Buffs,  lest  some 
more  of  the  Boer  hf)sts  from  Ladysmith  should  put  in  an  appear- 
ance. At  this  time  the  75th  and  62nd  Batteries  gave  tongue  from 
an  adjacent  farm,  but  their  vociferous  notes  produced  little  effect 
upon  the  crown  of  the  Boers'  stronghold. 
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So  great  was  the  silence   that   the    \'urk.shires  movetl  ...i    uitli 
a  view  to  i)r()ddin.ir  the  enemy  in  his  lair,  but,  in  the  attempt,   ihey 
were   so    furiously   assailed    by    the   shot   of   the  enemy   that    thev 
in  default  nt  cover,  were   unable  to   proceed.      Meanwhile  the  Ikiffs 
persevered,  moving-   wanly  round  the  jjosition  till   within   1 50  vards 
ot    the    Duichmrn,    who   were   eventuallv  driven   off.       More 'than 
eighty    -ihcir  horses  having  been  shot— surrendered.      On  manv  (jf 
these  were  di.scovered  e.xplosive  bullets,  and  it  became  evident  that 
desperation  was  driving  the    Doers  to  disregard  the  rules  of  ri\ilised 
warlar(.-.      .Many  ol  our  wounded  were  iound  injured  bv  these  unholv 
missiles;  and   other  tricks— barI)ai-ous   tricks— were  I'eported      On 
..lie  (Hxasion   a   Vicker.s-.Ma.xim  gun  was  directed  at  an  ambulance, 
which  at  the  time  was  fortunately  unoccupied. 

During  the  week  our  lo.sses  were   fewer   than  (jii   the  opening 
d,iy.      Captain  Dewar  and   Lieutenant  Percival.   4th   Kin<r's    R(,v;d 
Kitles,    and     Lieutc:nant     Angell.    Welsh     Regiment,    were    killed 
Among  the  wounded  were  : 

2nd  GIoucester-Lieutenant-Colo.icl  R.  F.  LiiKlsell  ;  2nd  Dcibysliirc- 
Liciuenant  C.  I).  M.  Harrington  ;  cjtli  Lancers— Captain  Campbell:  RR  M  A 
-Lieutenant  Houston;  Royal  Engineers-Captain  Crookshank  ;  ist  Lincoln- 
Second  Lieutenant  Weliesiey;  Argyll  and  Sutherland-Lieutenant  and  Ad- 
jutant Glasord;  ist  Last  Kent  Regiment  (attached  2nd  Battalion)-Lieu- 
enant  H.clunan  ;  2nd  Lincoln-Captain  Gardner;  King's  Own  Scottish 
l.oKierers-Capta.n  Pratt;  Last  Kent-Captain  Marriott;  Yorkshire-Captain 
1  earson.  Lieutenant  Gunthorpe,  2nd  Lieutenant  Wardle. 

Lieutenant  Metge  (ist  Welsh  Regiment)  was  missino- 
Daily  the  enemy  was  sciueezed   into  a  smaller  space.      General 
Smith   Dorrien  had  now  pushed    up   the    rixer-bcd    to    uithin    two 
inindrcd  yards  of  Cronje's  entrenchments.       The   object   lesson    in 
perseverance,  both  on  the  part  of  Hoers  and   British,  was  becoming 
almost  awe-mspirmg— the  tension  was  veritably  appalling.      S,,aked 
with  ram  to  the  very  skin-the  fevered  skin  that  had  been  scorched 
and  t(.asted,_and  begrimed  with  dust  -our  men.  grim  and  fierce,  with 
the  storm-winds  p.p.ug  the  pip(=  of  death  about  their  ears,  held  their 
ground.      Rations  had   been   intermittent  til!   the  convoys   be-an  to 
come  in.  and.  almost  fasting,  they  had  been  acutely  conscious  "of  the 
GUI    the  nauseating  atmosphere   that   now  enveloped   them    like  a 
loathely  vaporous  entanglement.      The  river  had  swollen  and   bore 
upon  its  turbid  breast  horrific  revelations-thousands  of  n.ttino-  car- 
cases and  festering  loads  of  poisonous  wreckage,  that  rendert^l  the 
act  even  of  drawing  breath  almcxst  a  heroism.  "    All  along  the  <rreat 
march  endun  nee  had  been  put  to  supreme  test,  for  the  track"  had 
been  margined  with  the  dead  bodies  of  exhausted  oxen  and  h.^-ses 
1  hcsc  lay  littered  about,  unburied,   disembowelled,   and   in    various 
st^.ges  of  putrefaction.      Everywhere   vultures  and    Hies   and    other 
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l..;ahs.)iiui  parasites  of  th.^  vddt  hovered  ami  sidled  and  crawled. 
.L^luttin-  themselves  at  veritable  orgies  ..f  d(-struction.  and  contest- 
nicr  their  pn/es  with  the  winds.  Tlies(,-,  takin-  their  fill,  hastened 
to  difkise  the  renianis  ol  the  -risly  banquet  far  and  wide.  Thus 
the  toiil  dust,  wantonly  distributed,  blew  in  the  throats  and  eves 
ancU'ars  of.^rullant  men,  and  contributed  death  more  liberallv  more 
l)itihilly.  than  even  the  bullets  of  the  IJoers ! 

Plentiful  rain  had  fallen,  situratin<r  humanity,  and  causin-  the 
iieated  -round  t.)  reh'act  the  fumes  of  a  charnel-house.  Hut  in  one 
way  better  tunes  had  com*,-.  There  was  fuller  fare.  Larc^e  convovs 
made  a  daily  a[)pearanc<'.  and  the  men  were  refreshed 'liftt'r  their 
labours  with  the  promise  of  plenty.      Food  of  a  substantial  kind  was 


Gu.\s  Caimukki.  at  I'AARi.i.iiicKc.,      1 'hi.lo  1  .)•  Alf.  S.  IIosK.n-,  Cape  Town. 

indeed  necessary,  for  it  served  to  attune  the  stomach  to  the  no.xious 
vapours  that  hourly  i^rew  almost  tant,nble.  Cronje,  thou-h  he 
knew  It  not,  was  sowin_<r  the  seeds  of  a  harvest  of  revenj^e'l  He 
was  killing  his  thousands!  For  many  davs  our  troops  kid  been 
enduruiM-  lenten  fare;  they  had  runsr  the' chan<,res  on  hardships 
fati.i^ues,  and  self-abne,rrations  of  all  kinds.  Thev'had  been  battered 
on  In-  storms.  _  They  had  outstripped  transport  and  supplies.  They 
had  kept  tlie  inner  man  appeasetl  and  workino-  on  quarter  ration.s. 
I  hey  had  marched  like  oiants  in  ten-lea,orue  boots,  and  meanwhile 
fed    like    fairies  :    yet   withal    had    borne  "countenances   cheerv   and 
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n«>I>lc,  full  ..fconhclcnce  and  uiKiucnclnhl,.  .,1,,..!       i.       i 

I'oc,-  ,-ein,nrc<..nc,u:      ;...  i^^^^,;X^7^'';;-     ---rs   that    th. 
''"-    H    (lcs,„.ratc    effort       i"  '  "  "/"''7'^;'   I' <-'lc-rals  were  massing- 

-■'H''>f  which  iKtMVnM  I  T^  •spt.-edin.i.  on  vvild-.^^.nse  cliasci  in 
^'^-- lives.  Are  nni  ;;L  ;"r'^  ''"d  Colonel  1  lai^  nearly  lost 
swollen   Uv  rain  t^  ^ o '  '"     ''','•'""  "^''^^'■'■^'-      '^'l^^^iriA. 

-Hi  his  A.I).C  wu'tl"  vn  In-  th"'  ""'  '",— '"^  tl^-  (-"--ai 
^^iHMice  thev  only  e  nj   'e       .  i"'  '"'".'•   '^'""■^'■^  '"'«  ^'^^  nver, 

'-•■n,.  hne  swnn,i.-p-L:;;;--    — ^  of  their 

before  dawn.  ifu  1  is  'ten  n  '  T  ''"^^  "^'^  ''''''^  •^^■'^-  '^  '^^PJ^ 
Infantry,  who,  in  sj  it  "of  tt  d  1^"  f"'''"^^"'  ''^  ^'"^  ^^^^unt'ee 
■sh-ppery  ene-niy.       ^  ^larkncss,  kept  a  watchful  eye  on  the 


iiLiies    lie    niornirKr-    wnrm  c                 1    /                   ^ciiiv  uiiu  mac 

^^Hs,  and   ShrZ^^^^^^^  '^'^    ^'Ordons,    Corn- 

^-'    ^•c^y    teetl7       tl^    enen  u^ "";' rr   ^"''^''■"•^^  "'^  ^-"^'^   - 

'^'tin^   him    with   s     h    de  ;  ,:":Li:^    '''y    >-^-^!^'    -^^^    ^ere 


sakitniir 


im    with   such    deadly  wannth 
untenable-.      How  this  ener-etic  a 
and       '     •      • 


as   to  render  h 


in  the  small  hours"  of 'Tuesd-.vm       ■       °'^^^^^,  ^'^'""y  were  sent  <Hit 
"ameofthemotl?er«H,ntrf  ^    '^'"'"S^to  redeem  the  blot  on  the 

bank,  MTi:!:ntri:^:£^^;i^ranc(rr'  >  ^^';  ^'^^  "-^'-^" 

ordered  to  advance 'in  fvo    in  i  ^--I'^^'i^'is.  the  latter  were 
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h  I 


forced  by  tiliy  Royal  I'.ii-incttrs  uiulcr  Colon. 1  Kincaid  and  Captain 

"  III  dead  silence,  and   covered   by  a   darkness  only  faintly  illu- 
minatetl  by  the  merest  rim  <.f  the  dy'in--  moon,  'with  the  old  moon 
m   her  lap,'   the  three  companies  of  Canatli.ms  moved  on  uwv  the 
Inish-strewn    .trround.       I'Mr   over    400   yards  the   noiseless  advance 
continued,   and    when    within   eij^dity  ya'rds  of  the    Hoer  tren(  h   the 
tramplini^f  of  the  scrub  betrayixl  the  movement.      Instantly  the  outer 
trench  ot  the  Boers  bm-st  into  fire,  which  was  kept  up  almost  without 
intermission    from  five  minutes  to  three  o'clock  to  ten  minutes  past 
the  hour.      Under  this  fire  the  coura,u;(t  and  iliscipline  of  the  Cana- 
dians proved  themselves.      J- linij^ini;  themselves  on  the  <rround,  they 
kept  up  an  incessant  fire  on  the-  tri'nches,  i^niided  only  by  the  Hashes 
of  their  enemy's  rillc's  ;  and  the  Boers  admit  that  lh<;y  (|ui'ckly  reduced 
them  to  the  necessity  of  lifting-  their  rilU.-s  over  their  heads  to  the 
ed_n;e  of  the  earthwork  and  puliin^-  their  tri.<r_L;ers  at  random.     Behind 
this  line  the    I^nj^nncers  did   ma,L,Miificent  work  ;  careless  of  danger, 
the  trench  was  dw^  from   the   inner  ed<j;e  of  th(;  bank  to  the  crest,' 
and  then  for  fifty  or  sixty  yards  out  thn)uj^di  the  scrub.     The  Cana- 
dians retired   three  yards  to  this  protection  and  waited    fc^r   dawn, 
confident  in   their  new  position,   which   had   entered    the   protected 
angle  of  the  Bt)er  position,  and  commanded  alike  the  ritle-pits  of  the 
banks  and  the  trefoil-shaped  emi)r,isures  on  the  north." 

For  some  time  it  seemed  as  though  hostilities  were  suspended, 
and  then—a  sign,  a  llutter  of  white,  a  signal  of  surrender  caught 
the  straining  eyes  of  the  regiment  nearest  "the  crest  of  the  hill,  "''in 
an  instant  the  plains  antl  the  hollows,  the  kopjes,  and  even  the  dome 
of  heaven,  .seemed  animated — lending  themselves  to  repeat  the  ringing 
cheer,  to  reiterate  the  cry  of  an  immense  joyous  heart  splitting  a  little 
universe  in  twain.  I'".ars  languid,  ears  hard-working,  ears  tJccupied, 
ears  expectant,  all  caught  the  sound,  echoed  it  and  knew  that  at  last 
the  looked-for  hour  had  come,  Cronje  had  surrendered!  Many 
Boers  threw  u|)  their  hands  and  dashed  unarmed  across  the  inter- 
vening space  ;  others  waved  white  Hags  and  exposed  themselves 
carelessly  on  their  entrenchments,  but  not  a  shot  was  fired.  Colonel 
C)tter  and   Colonel    Kincaid   held   a   hasty   consultation,   which   was 


disturbed  by  the  sight  of  .Sir  Henry  Colvile  (commanding  the  Xintl 
Division)  cjuietly  riding  down  within  500  yards  of  the  northern  Boei 
trenches  to  bring  the  news  that  at  that  'very  moment  a  horseman 
was  hurrying  in  with  a  white  flag  and  Cronje's  unconditional  sur- 
render, to  take  effect  at  sunrise. 
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I'llH  SURKHXI)1;r  ()1    cronif 

sr;;;£!£?!y'''i5;;?H;r-''"- 

I-oKl  KoluMls,  ,„  In.nt  ..I   tlu:  cart  in  uhich  lu.  sl.ptru/.lk,.     m.    nul 
siibsiiiu.nl   scan:  vv;is  a  stu<lv  In  r.s.Tvc       Aft,.,-   M  ,!     I     "' , 


,,rcui  ,„cru).it  ,in.l  tan  l,„„ts  «cr<:  (list  nctly  bucolic  l)ut  his  i-l.rM 
m.placal.lc  co„nt<-„ancc,  an  utterly  Impen.trablc  Cac  k'  I  ,r  .,.,  T 
niastcrl,.  and  Indomitablo  character  of  ,!„.  ,„an        '  '       ''"= 

n.rthe.-.n.crlish    served  ,n  a  oreat   measure  to  wipe  c,ff  th     te  r      n 

;c;;;ce;vT;vord'  'uTt;^  ''-''  '-^  '^^^^^^  y-s.  cn';].^^::!^ 

•I  muter* of         ■  ^l  '''"''"  '''^'■""  "^ooo  Hners  in  the  laauer--as 

n  attcr  of  fact  there  were  over  3700-ancl  also  lequested  t1iat  his 
^^.  s.^  grandson,  and  secretary  n.i^ht  be  allowed  V>    ema       v 
1^'n.       I  hKs  request  was  acceded  to  ;   arrangem..nts  were  n.ule  that 
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^-  -"ok..ci.  he  said  lit .  m  ;, rrr  '""•  "i"  ^'-"^  '  '"-^'' 

N.;-  prisoners  trooped  a    c   s'de    in:;';;]^/""  '"---'.'I''-'- 
Py  h.,rdr    uith   trousers   tur.ird  1  '  '"'^  P^tnanhal  or 

be  swollen  dfiU       They  snr         1     ,   '  •'■    '""   '"  ^'■"'M'  tl-'.n   in 

■su!>,lu..d.  some  stolid  and   senons         t| ',        I  '"'^'•''"''   ''•■*■" 

k^nevous   rnd   of  all    their   nlnck        d  ^'""I'r.:h..„si(,n  of  the 

^>Hh,red!      Iron,   the   I   uuir    Is  of  1     "-''f^'^'T'      •^"^'    ^'^^'V   l>ad 

fJ^*-an,etale,.l   susp.  T^h't^.''"'     M    "'"^   ""'"'^    '^''""^''^    '" 
!»k^  )<'Ts.     Always    h..    u       ."  t  .  ,\;'"^     ^''''''''  ^'''^  t<'J<'  '"  ^ary- 

-1^'ch  n..ver  can.e.      Hut  vol,  ,  t^;^s  t     l^'''l    ^'^'  ^^'P'^"^  ••"•^- 
f<:"'-     Ahout  a  hundred   in  all       I  L   '  '"  '   '''   '''"'"'•^  "^"''^ 

<-'-'>l.      Others  had  pn.sscxl  o     the    e    .n,f  ^  "■''"7'   ^^''^'^   ""'   '^^frt 
■SLirrender.      They  urL^ed  t   ■      1       '  '".\  '•''^^  ^''■"'U*'  the  philosophy  ,,| 

t|-:y  would  he  i^J^^  t^-;"" ■;,;  7^ -.'"''^i'--i by sh,.l,  u 

^1-n  and  a  hundred  .ndll^l'LiuM^  '^1^^''^'?  '""'  ^^"-^ 
••ven  to  attend  then,       'Ihe  .,1  "  """'^';   ,  "'^'■'^^'   had    no   duuors 

M.HM.r.  and  the  .;;fer  .  L^  d"  Robe^  ^  |- '^  ''^■''''"'  ""  ^1- 
llad  been  reh.sed.  The  sulfe  w  Iv  I  ,  ,  ',""''"'"''  ''"^'  •^^'^■^^""r 
was  of  no  avail.  '""^  '^''^'  '"^'^■^■^'  '',:en  terrible  and  now 

^^^^'^^^^;^^Zt:Z^  f-    '^-r'^  -".-  t.  .ind 

r^n,en,ber  how  this  nonclecrpt, nib  S^  "    ^'^"r'"";"';'"^"''^"  '^"^'  ^•> 
J  "t  there  was  no  clenvi,,.r  tl  t  .    if      ''•,"■^^^^^''^'  ^'^'-'"^  •'"  check. 

they-   -i-.npt  and   u.;d;::^iX  t X^^  "^  1?'7''^'''^-7V'''^^ 
shelves  loemen  worthy  of  our  steel  nn,l       I-  '    '*'''  '"■'*''^-^'  ^'i^-'"" 

It  was  curious  how  m  ch  our  .''\"',  "^"'"'^'■"•^^ '^^^^ 

undisciplined    Hoers  and    th     h  •'''  ^'f  '^'^''"^  ^^«''^  '•-""'  the 

latter    they    picked  J      tie    .rTt'l"-"'   ''''^''''''^''      r'''"'-    t-' 
former  tlK-a'rt<.fobtiini!^-t'T,fc  "'^'    '"'-"'■'^    ''- 

to   crouch    behind   a   stone   aul   sh   u-       7      ''  "'/'  """^^""^  '"^''•^•Iv 
•'^Hoot.      llecunnin-dvan-anc^dh;!         "''   '^^^^^'   <^"'y  "hen  about  to 

h-iRht.    taking    care    to    I  '   -e^         '^"^^f   ^^ones   t„   ,],,.   ,,^.^J 
l^e  could  take^u-m  and  yet   4;  in  ?     •  •  /'^"^'r'"    ^'^''^'^'^^^'^    ^^■'''^'^ 


'- opinion ,>': z/:i':r'fi'';v""f""  ^" "^-'--" ^  - 

been  .u,,ht  bv  hin  .-As  .  de"V'''""r'.;'^^'  '^"^'^'^"^  ^'^^"  '^-^ 
a  mountainous-country  h^  /u.  ^^  [^  ^h^^r^'^"  '^^r^'^'"'^  ^" 
and  chooses  .ood  defensive  posi   o  s    and  V'      ."''  '""""^'^"^ 

and   waits    for    his    enemv  to  -ul  ,'"''    ^''^''■^*    ^l^''^'tlv 

never,   hardly  eNer.   dare?  to  au  Vk     '  t^"''    '''"   "J^^'""      ^^''^    be 

to  att^.ck    HI   the  np.n.   and    if  his    ilank 
/  - 
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cli.:  bi^  trenches  an.l  ,o  ,,..1^    ''  ^  ":,    J  '  ^J'"'"'.,^^^  ^'^^^^^^  ^'^  to 


,nin.s  as  mobile  artillerv, 


1  lie    nioblhtV    O      the     Wnr    .rn,m    ,.-..>.    -.r    tK 

Irophies    iniunnerable  were    nicked    nn       ^.V    if  i    ^'- 

a  new  ini?"of  st-,v  '  "'^'^^''' ^'^"^.^'^t  hnnseU' lucky  to  secure 

.     Mas     of  the  prisoners,    when   interro-a'ted    decl- r ed   tl   ^   uv  . 

■  s™,;«i,!sSs  •■       "'"''""■"-"-  --"'""-us  poured  into  then,  by 

ar™«o'  rwc.:!' o,.t'riv^i  'iii  suii";;;- ""'""■■  ■'■'"=  «--"^ 

.Stociri-;.xclw„>.e''"  '"'"■  ""■"   """■'^^•■i  ""    the 
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lerc  were  i^reai  ;iik1  astonishing;  contrasts  in  the  groups  of 
prisoners  that  were  jj;-atliere(I  toj^ether.  Many  of  them  were  youths 
of  sixteen  to  eighteen  years  of  age.  Some  seemed  in  a  hopeless 
stage  of  sickness  and  desjxiir,  others  attenuated  by  the  aiiKjunt  of 
vinegar  consumed  to  cure  the  stupefying  effects  of  our  lyddite.  V.n- 
durance,  it  w.is  plainly  to  be  seen,  had  been  carried  to  the  last  piich. 
Some,  on  the  other  hand,  appeared  as  though  already  reviving  with 
the  relaxation  of  the  strain  to  which  they  had  been  subjected  ;  some 
even  delighted  to  fmd  themselves  in  I)ritish  hands,  no  longer  tormented 
by  "  hell-scrapers,"  as  they  called  the  shrapnel,  and  already  clamouring 
to  partake  of  spirits  and  refreshment,  for  which  they  had  longed  in 
v.iin.  The  rapture  at  their  deliverance  overcame  all  other  senti- 
ments ;_  they  had  no  thought  for  the  ups  and  downs  of  the  war,  and 
many,  indeed,  were  still  unaware  of  the  causes  that  had  led  them  to 
share  in  it.  Cronje  had  e\'itlently  kei)t  a  tight  hand  on  them,  and  but 
for  his  unique  intluence  many  would  long  before  have  surrendered. 
Phis  peculiar  despotism  was  marvellous  when  it  is  considered  that 
none  of  the  younger  commanders  could  induce  more  than  a  portion 
of  his  commando  to  follow  him  from  the  Natal  side  to  the  scene  of 
operations.  Cronje  had  the  privilege  of  being  the  nK)st  admired  and 
well-detested  person  on  the  stage  of  the  moment,  and  one  Hoer  was 
seen  clenching  his  fist  in  the  direction  of  the  vanquished  tyrant  and 
e.\claiming.  "  You  hard  man  !  you  deserve  to  be  shot."  There  were 
many  who  heard  him  who  end(jrsed  the  opinion. 

A  great  deal  of  undue  attenticMi  seemed  to  be  bestowed  on  the 
Dutch  Commandant,  and  e\idently  it  was  his  undisputed  military 
genius  that  earned  for  him  the  admiration  of  his  conquerors.  Onlv 
to  this  hnal  display  of  skill  and  pluck  can  be  attributed  the  deference 
paid  to  a  man  wliose  Anglophobia  had  made  itself  prominent  for 
many  years,  one  who  cut  such  a  despicable  figure  in  his  relations 
with  us  at  Potchefstroom,  and  who  was  responsible  in  particular  for 
much  of  the  brutality  which  has  been  accredited  to  the  Hoers  in 
general.  It  was  certainly  a  case  of  turning  the  other  cheek  to  the 
smiter,  for  the  captive  was  allowed  to  take  with  him  his  wife,  and 
retain  in  his  possession  his  favourite  h(M-se,  Wolmarens ! 

Accompanied  by  Mrs.  Cronje,  he  was  sent  to  Cape  Town  in  a 
covered  waggon,  guarded  by  a  special  convoy  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Pretyman.  There  was  considerable  ])athos  in  the  scene 
of  departure,  for  many  of  the  other  prisoners  had  gone  through  the 
ordeal  of  the  bombari-lment  with  their  wives  by  their  sitles,  and  these, 
less  fortunate  than  Mrs.  Cronje,  had  to  be  left  behind! 

The  majority  of  people,  it  must  be  owned,  were  horrorstruck  at 
the  consideration  shown  to  one  t(^  whom  the  word  consideration  was 
an  empty  name.  A  Scottish  Colonial,  writing  home,  ex[M-essed  his 
irritation   at  the  mode  in   which  warfare  was  conducted.      He  said: 
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"Cronjc  is  now  ;i  hero,  housed  in  the  Admiral's  cabin  on  board 
the  Doris.  He  is  probably  saying,  'What  fools  the  British  are.' 
I'or,  give  hnn  a  chance,  and  he  would  commit  again  the  treacherous 
murders  for  which  he  has  been  responsible  in  the  i)ast  with  as  little 
compunction  as  he  would  feel  at  putting  his  heel  on  a  scorpion.  I 
wonder  it  we  may  take  this  bit  of  foolishness  as  an  indication  of  the 
way  m  which  JCngland  is  going  to  .settle  up  finallv  with  the  Republics, 
lier  policy  has  .so  often  before  ended  in  weakness  that  one  cannot 
help  Iceling  nervou.s." 

He  was  merely  one  of  a  thousand  who  argu('d  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  go  to  war  with  kid-gloves  on,  and  who  regretted  the 
terms  of  the  proclamation  which  had  been  made  on  the  (-ntry  of 
Lord  Roberts  to  the  Free  State.  This  proclamation,  which  will  be 
discussed  anon,  was  another  of  the  nineteenth-century  humanitarian 
movements  which  were  mistakenly  applied  to  seventeenth-centurv 
comprehension.       Fo  return  to  the  events  of  Majuba  day. 

Lord  Roberts  subsequently  visited  the  Boer  laager,  and  testified 
his  admiration  of  the  ingenuity  and  energv  with  which  the  position 
was  made  almost  impregnable  to  assault.  In  spite  of  ten  days' 
bombardment  by  over  hfty  guns  and  howitzers,  the  number  of  Boer 
wounded  was  said  to  amount  to  onlv  i6o— a  fact  which  went  to 
prove  that  the  power  of  artillery  can  be  broken  by  the  ingenious  use 
ol  tlie  s|)ade.  The  entrenchments,  when  exami'ncd,  prov(td  to  be 
most  skilfully  contrived,  with  narrow  mouths  some  eighteen  inches 
wide,  and  wide  bases,  some  ciuite  three  feet  brcjad,  which  rendenxl 
them  almost  im[)regnable  to  shell  lire. 

The  effect  of  the  bombardment  was  terrific.  The  laager  pre- 
sented an  appearance  of  black  chaos,  varied  only  b\-  streaks  of 
yellow,  which  told  of  the  gambols  of  lyddite.  W^aggons  were 
wrecked  with  shrapnel  ;  .some  had  ceased  to  exist  :  rings'^and  twists 
and  girandoles  of  distorted  metal  were  all  that  was  Teft  of  them. 
\\  ithin  the  laager  was  a  decaying,  disordered  mass  of  P)oer  belong- 
ings, saddles  innumerable,  karosses  and  panniers,  coats  and  feminine 
apparel,  fragments  of  old  tin  trunks,  and  2,000,000  rounds  of  ammu- 
nition :  wreckage  of  all  sorts,  united  bv  the  super-evident,  unavoid- 
able, and  persistent  bonds  of  .stench,  which  permeated  everything, 
weaving  \isible  and  invisible  in  one  noxious  nightmare  of  il'ii 
.senses.  ''^ 

Round  this  arena  of  pestilence  .sentries  were  posted.  It  was 
necessary  to  prevent  loot,  th<High  litde  of  value  remained  save 
munitions  of  war.  Most  of  the  Boer  property  had  been  left  behind 
in  the  hurried  rush  from  Majersfontein  and  Spyfontein.  .Still  the 
locality  had  to  Ije  guarded,  and  the  guards,  as  well  as  all  who 
approached,  had  to  pocket  their  sensibilities,  Indeed,  it  was  a 
marvel    how    the    Boers   had   managed    to   exist    in  the   pestilential 
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atmosphere    that   pervaded    the  river-bed.      I)„ued    everywhere,   or 
(-..llccted   m   heaps,    a  ready   ruttin-  in   the  tropical    heat.    wcTe   the 
remains  <.t  iiorses,  mules,  and  cattle,  some  of  which  had  heenclriven 
to  death,  wh.ie  others  had  bc:en  hurried  there  by  the  voice  of  our 
hmv.t.ers  or  the  nun  of  our  rille  hre.      In  the  frinc,.e  of  diis  atmos- 
phere  our  troops  had  h'ved  for  some  three  davs  past,   for' ni.ditlv 
they  had  advanced  some  l.fty  to  an  hundred  yards  nearer  the  laac^er 
and  there  du.t^  trenches  and  located  themselves,  till,  at  the  end.'^th.' 
last    three    n,«,rhts    ;yere    passed    almost    within    pistol-shot    of    th<- 
enemy   and  m  the  thick   of  a  stench   whose  opacitv   was    well-ni-h 
surlocatniL;-.  •  '        '"^ 

_    An   interestin.q;  account  of  his  enforced   stay   in  the  laa-er  was 
.^nven   by  a  trooper  in  Kitchener's   Horse,  who  was  taken  prisoner 
on  the  day  previous  t.)  the  orcat  battle  which  settled  Cronies  fate 
He  had  become  separated  from  the  rest  of  his  troop  while  scoutin- 
along  the   Modder   River.      When  he  looked  round  for  his  friend^ 
he   found   himsell    surroL.nd..d    by   a  party   of   Boers,    who.    jumpin.r 
from   the   bushes,  l.red   upon   him.      His   hnrse   was  shot  and  rolled 
j.vcr  upon  the  young  trooper,  carrying  him  with   him  into  the  river 
1  he  Hoers  rescued  him,  relieved  him  of  his  bandolier,  and  made  him 
prisoner       1  ogether  they  went  to  the  laager.      '•  There,"  the  trooper 
•said,        1   was   taken    before   Commandant    Cronje,   who   asked    me 
our  strength  and   movements.      On  my  replying  that  I  was  .^dv  a 
trooper,  and  did  not  know,  he  said,  'Oh,  never  mind  ;   if  vou   don't 
want  to  tell  me,  I  shall  not  try  to  make  you.'     A  guard  was  placed 
over   me,   and   we    stayc:d    the    night    in    the   laager.      I    sh.uild   ^av 
there   were  about  6ooo   Dutchmen  all   told,   and"  forty    women    ;uu'l 
cniklren.      A  great  many  among  them  were  Irishmen,  a  few  .Scotch- 
men ;  in  short.aniost  every   nation   was   more  or  less  numerouslv 
represented.      All    that    night    they   were    busv   entrenching    them'- 
^  ve.s.    employing    a  great   deal    of  natixe    labour  to    help   them  " 
Through    the    whole    of   the    iSth    of    Februarv    the    voung    man 
endured   the   bombardment,    which   he  described   as  so'heaw   that 
It    was   impossible    to   remain    in    the  laager,   and    con.seqi-.ent'lv    all 
even   the  women  and  children,   took  refuge  in   the  trenches.   '  The 
l.oers  mode  of  firing  he  speciallv  made  a  note  of:   "The  Hoers  did 
not   in  the  least  mmd  ..ur  attack,  and  laughed  among.st  themselves 
as  tliey  saw  the   men   advancing.      They  allowed  them  to  come   up 
to  about  boo  yards  from   the  tre-nches.  and   then  opened  a  tremen- 
dou.s  fire  from   their  rifles.      It  did   not   seem   to   be  aimed   at  anv 
particular  man,  but  more  at  a  attain  f^xed  distance.      At  that  the; 
hred   as    fast   as   they  could.      The    range    was   obtained   bv  a   fci 
i.xed  shots    who  fired,  watched  the  dust  caused  bv  the  strike  of  the 
l)tillets,  and  then  gave  out  the  rai^ge.      Our  men  came  up  to  within 
ijo    yards    anu    then    retired.      They   fired    volleys    at    th.;    longer 
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distances,  but  .,11   thci,-  lire  seemed  to  mo  to  be  sliort."      b-ach  d.v 

^ndK^^^o  cT^?''      "n    '^'"^^'^-'^^'-'>-    '-V.    as    tbe    bottle^u  .0 

renclRs  afforded  excellent  cover;    those  that    fell,    howcxer     Jerc- 

buned    where    they   lay.      He    went   on    to    say   that  -  The     he     n  ■• 

1      ^^■  ^.      He    stood    upon    thr    wa,^r^on-step.  iield-L,dasses    in   hand 

i  u  Lis  IVH      7"'  ''\"T  r    ^'"   '""^  '^'^^^'  ^'^-'^'^  ^i-  ^'-H^         i 
ouiicts   lell.      Alanv   ot   the    brfc    'Nfit^..-.      K  .         . 

iiiv    >ji    Liic   1  ree    ritateis,    lio\ve\er,    were  on  ic    tic 

eycrs...  :,,h   „..,-e  ,„  .  ,,■..  s.a.c  „f  tern,,,  wl,™  ti,c  I.,,,,,;!: ,„e, 
ne_L;an.       1  he   ammunition 


\\ajj;-rr()ns 


,,.->,.;  •  ,  oo     -      i^Jl'w    up,   and    several    of   the 

pro    ..,„n  wa..-ons  were  burned.      The  shrapnel  killed  the  ma  or  it  ■ 

..  nv  r""p  r'^rf"^'  7'^-'^  '-^'  '-  ^I-lt-  but  the  bank^  ' 
ih..  lue.  beyond  that  the  lire  did  little  real  dama..c  "  Thr 
prisoner  declared  his  belief  that  "could  they  have  kept  t  ;  i'r  hn  ^ - 
out  ot_  fire  they  would  never  have  surrendered.      Tl I  '    Th  • 

provision   w-aK-..ns   was   what   caused  tliem   to  .i^•e  in       The'  11 
<Hdy   four   days-   food    left       Their   amnuinition  ^as    still      Ut 

FeUr     ',rand"    "^    ""    '^"^■--•^-"    ^^^--^    by  shell-fire 

OLit    1  ;     niu-h  '  !"^'"^^""'".^  cartridK^es  were  distributed  through 

out  iiu;  trenrnc^    .-hk     <in   tKr,  <.,■,.^u      .•  i  ,  ^> 


,,,,^  .1,     ;         ,  ,  ■■'.■5  -■•'■■■iM^m,.-,  vMjic  ciistrioutec    throuoh- 

out  the  trenches,  and   on  the  south   side  every  trench  was   still  ?  11 
of   unused    a.nmumt.on.   _  Everything    was    done    in    t^    ti^n  1 
c   en   the   cookin,.,.    each   individual   having  with   hin,   a  box  of     rc^: 
^.slons   sunk   into   the  ground.      These   boxes  were    replenisi  ed   at 
m^h    as   there  was  no  possibility  of  reaching  the   laage      1     t  'he 


Lorcl  Roberts  addressed  the  Canadians,  and  expressed  his  s atisfac 
ou^^^r'thl^rS'h^  '^'  the  splendid  work  the  Aad  In:^  a^  ^ 
^?  H  "  7.       •  '"'•       ^''  ^''^'"  '^^-  'Attributed  the  c-reater  shire 

e     K.iSrcT""t"-    r^^--/l^^lis''ted  at  the  attauio     s     wn 
the    he  oic    Col.jnials,   who    had    done   splendid   work      in,]    -ir     h 

cl,.t,„,,,,»h  tho,„s,_.|vc..s  thac  they  hj  so  eajltlv  i'.;ir«l         '"""'  '" 
1  u  General  Cnlv,le  „-as  j-lve,,  the  credit  of 'i„vc„ti„.r  the  order  of 
.  tt.  cU  wl„cl,  at  last  l-rooKht  tl,e  Itoers  to  their  sense,      rie  ,rr  m-a 
tHa,  the  „rst  rank  should  advance,   bavonets  fixed    til     I,     eS 

he  I  „e  s,  „hdc  I-.n,i;,neers  and  the  seond  line  d,,,.  a  trench       T 

oun,^,  to  ,ts  trefo,!  shape,  the  troops  were  able  to  enfilade  both  the 
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river  ;uul  northern  trenches  of  the  enemy  and  make  them  untenable. 
i'Voni  tlicir  point  in  th(;  oritj^inal  trench  the  Cjijrdon  Highlanders 
kept  up  a  brisk  fire,  while  the  Shropshire  Light  Infantry,  who  were 
posted  over  a  thcjusand  yards  to  the  north-west  of  the  position,  co- 
operated. 

In  the  very  successful  attack  on  the  enemy's  trenches  the  Royal 
Canadian  Contingc-nt  lost  seven  killed  and  twenty-nine  wountled. 
Major    Pelletier,   who   commanded   the    I'rench   company,    i'oremost 


lioKR  'I'uKN'Clli-.s  M'   rAARi>KiiKKr..      I'liciUi  I'V  Alf.  S.  Iloskiiig,  Ca|)e  Town. 

of  the  three  companies,  was  wounded,  and  also  Lieutenant  Arm- 
.strong.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  few  of  this  gallant  company  of 
Great  Britain's  defenders  could  speak  luiglish  ! 

Colonel  Otter,  in  command  of  the  Canatlians,  had  distinguished 
himself  on  many  occasions  by  rare  coolness  and  display  ol  great 
talent  in  the  field,  ami  he  now  took  pleasure  in  reportino-  e.xcellently 
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cil"  ihe  various  iiKMnhcrs  of  die  battalion  uiulcr  his  comipand  who  had 
especially  distinguished  ihcmsLJvtjs.      Ahioul;  these  wen;: 

Captain  !l.  W.  Stairs,  06tli  1'.  L.  Fusiliers,  ami  Licuteiiaiit  and  Captain  A. 
11.  Manlonell,  Royal  Canadian  Regiment.  K  Cum!)any,  No.  5  ip,  Corporal 
T.  K.  Baugh,  R.C.R.  F  Company,  Nu.  ;7.Sj,  Private  O.  Mathcson',  ijtli  New- 
castle Field  Battery;  No.  7S03,  Private  A.  Sutiierland,  1).  of  V.  R.  C.  Ilrs.  ; 
No.  ^H6H,  Sergeant  \V.  Peppealt,  Royal  Canadian  Artillery;  No.  ;X-i,  Corporal 
R.  D.  M'Donald,  Royal  Canadian  Artillery;  No.  7S22,  Private  C.  Ilarri.'^on, 
::nd  Montreal  Regiment  C.A. :  No.  7S41,'  Private  A.  Bagot,  r);tli  Montreal 
Rides  ;  No.  7-;,S,  Private  Sievcrt,  ();,rd  Cnmbeiiand  Infantrv  ;  No.  761  5,  Private 
A.  1 .  Seriault,  9th  \'oltigenrs  de  Qnebec. 

I5ut  llie.se  were  only  a  select  few  anionL,^  the   innnber  who  were 
engaged  in  incomparable  things  done  incomparably  wel;. 
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MAii'Kixci  i\  I)i:cj:mi;i:r  and  jaxl'arv 

CI  IRIS'r.M  AS  DAY,  in  tlcfcrcncc  to  warlike  etiquette,  was 
ohscrvetl  as  a  holiday  ;  but,  in  spite  of  llu!  pacific  nature 
ot  the  occasion,  tin;  man  who  was  the  brain  of  MaftikinL;' 
was  orLianisinL,r  ^  plan  b\-  which  the  cordon  around  the 
town  nii;j;-ht  be  broken.  1  le  was  deciding;  that  there  nnist 
be  a  big  fight  on  the  morrow,  and  that  a  desperate  effort  must  b(; 
made  to  change  tlie  cramped  vista  of  affiirs.  Waiting  was  a  weary 
game,  and  it  was  felt  that  some  one  must  make  a  nu)\e.  'Vhv.  Hoers 
certainly,  had  they  chosen,  might  ha\-e  carried  the  town  by  assault, 
but  lor  such  activity  they  had  no  appetite.  This  was  no  boy's  job, 
and,  as  they  tlienisel\-es  confessed,  they  went  out  to  shoot,  not  to  be 
shot.  Not  so  the  gentle  cixilians,  who,  while  incarcerated  in  this 
little  hamlet  of  the  veldt,  had  developed  into  valiant  campaigners. 
They  were  always  ready  to  be  up  and  doing,  and  gladly  fell  in  w  ith 
the  Colonel's  plans.  I'^recjucnt  reconnaissances  had  disclosed  the 
fact  that  the  enemy's  position,  though  strong  on  the  western  face, 
was  fairly  vulnerable  at  a  point  on  the  east,  and  at  this  point  it  was 
decided  an  attack  on  the  moi    ;.ig  of  the  26th  should  be  directed. 

I  he  |)lan  of  attack  was  as  follows: — ^Captain  R.  \'ernon,  King's 
Royal  Rilles,  with  C  Squadron,  and  Captain  T^itzClarence  and  I) 
Sciuadron,  to  lead  ;  Ca[>tain  Lord  Charles  Hentiiick,  with  A  Squadron, 
to  hold  tht!  reserve  upon  the  left,  which  was  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  I  lore.  .Major  Panzera  and  the  artillery  were  to  take  up  a 
position  upon  the  extreme  left  of  the  line.  The  railway  running  to 
within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  Game  Tree  had  been  repaired,  in 
order  that  tin;  armoured  train,  under  Captain  Williams  and  twenty 
men  of  the  P)ritish  South  Africa  Police,  with  one-pounder  Ilotchkiss 
and  Maxim,  from  a  point  paralhd  with  (jame  Tree,  might  protect 
the  right  tlank.  This  Hank  was  to  be  further  supported  by  Captain 
Ct)wan  and  seventy  men  of  the  Pechuanaland  Rilles.  The  entiri; 
operations  from  this  side  were  to  be  under  the  command  of  Major 
Ciodley,  while;  Colonel  Baden-Pt)well  and  his  staff,  Major  Lord 
lulwari,!  Cecil  (Chief  Staff  Officer),  Captain  Wilson,  A.D.C,  and 
Lieutenant  Hanbur\-  Tracy  watched  the  direction  of  events  from 
Dummie  P'ort. 

It   must   be  remembered  tliat  at  that   time  the  characier  of  the 
fort  they   intt'iided  to  assail  was  barelv  known.      In   reality,  it  rose 
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the  air.      Olilcc^s  -  nd  m     '  ^  .      l   '  ''^  "'"''^  "'   '"i'^'<^'t>-v  lilled 

each  strivin.^  o  o  u  1  h  T/'"''^'''-  f  'fy  '''■'^""'^  -'"  ^'^-1^- 
Ouickas  tlii^i^ht  L;  ,  ',;  '^^:'"^''''^,^  ^'^^=  ''^■'-  "•"  t'^-  t-nemy! 
sandbars,  and  ei^i  eX     ^  h     ^    '"'"  ''^'  "^7'^  '^'''  ^■•"^"^■^'  '^^^ 

^^^  Ail^^a^tcd^-i-   '- '^" 

^\n  vv.utccl  .in.xiously,  almost  breathlesslv      'I'h,.  ,„ 

and  .t,rrew,  seconds  became  vears     Tl  '^  '  "  •  '  <""'^'nts  crr,:w 

and  swelled  into  a  v  s  hum  ,  / '^^  ^P^'"^-"'"'".^^  ^1  nlles  continued, 
one.  onlv  in  a  very  liffcT^  :  "''  r^'""  T'""  """'-^'^^  '^^^^'^  ■'^""^'• 
hoarsely:  ;•  Our  nSn^'l^^^^^;  ^^^k  : '■  '''''  t^^;'  T'^^  '''''  '■'' 

^:'i:;'r::^^ti^:  =:^-;^i:;7  ^yi'^;M^cir^^iu^iu;;-^.:: 

nable!     Their  narine    u',     1^    i  ^  "  '''^''  ^'''''"  f"-"^'^^>  '"'P'-^'^- 

a  bon,b-proo  pS";  "  t  ha;fb\  ;  '"'l'''  '''■''  ""'  '"oofed'wid. 
to  admit  one  n  an  at  ime  I  I  •  ''r '•  ■^'"i  •''''"'"-  '^^''^^^  ^"^^^'^^'^ 
the  loopholes  anc  ax  e  y  furin  .  '"  "'u''"'^  '"'^  '■^•^■*''^-^-''  '"^'^  *>"^''^''' 
hand  that  Lieuten^t  Pa  u^  Mr'  ""^, ''^  «'-"Klba.^.  with  his  left 
ahead  of  his  n   '     "L  s  "h      I?    ,  ^^ -^f  •^'"  ^'^'^^^''-"^■'^ce.  far 

fort,  and  both  Captains  Scltrl'     1 'C  '   '"''^'"    '^o  >ards  of  the 
within  a  stones  th lou  of  the  ' f  H     """""  ^^'"'"^  '^"^'^^  ^"^  ^-^'"^'^-^^ 

burne.  who.  directi     ^,1  t  F^^^^^  "^"  ""^''">-     I-''<'Utenant  Swin- 

forward  with  daun    ess  eC.y  e^c^.  f"'?^"^,  ""''''  'T'''^^'^'  '^■''  '^'''^  --'n 
h'cky.      Out  of  a  storn'  n<''?);r?v    '         '!  '"''•     ^^^'^ '"^^^  ^•^■'-- cqually 

ancl  thirty-three  .^^liSl!  r  '  w.:^':;^;:^,;^T"^^';[''"  "T  ^'"^^^ 
nfice   of  life  that   Mai<,r  rnrll.,         \  '''''  ^'"^  ''^''^''^^  ^^c- 

hy  the  aicle<Ie-camp  -^  ■  Ca  "  7\'^^^  ''  "^'T'^l  '''  headquarters 
said,  -and  Alajor  G odiey  doe  '"  h'  T"'  "'''  V^'  ^^"'"  repulsed,''  he 
Nor  was  it.  All  tha  Su  d^Ldo  e  "'.:^  ^""'^  7^f  ^•"^^H  ^'^^^'"•" 
perform  its  grim  duty  ""  ^^"''  ^''^'  ambulance  to 
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In  clcscriljiii"   the  tr.ifnV    iHnV    M-     \.,  if       •■ 

and  Wlnlc    said-    ••  I,        T  '  i  "'^^"■'   '  ^''"^''t'"'.   '"  Wad- 

iJuM  li.t,  ,.,i,I  st.ll  |n,rsu«l  l„s  „,nv;,rd  curse  i„t„  the  tcuth  ,  " 
f<..^  was  s,r„d<  „„  th.  Ik.uI  a,ui  kill.,!.     The  „„lv  o  hcT  of   ,     l     t 

"liile  assist!,,^,  a  wouiuIckI  c,„„n„l...     f h,    ci       Is!;r         l        '""", 
wouiKlecl   were  as    follows  .--Olikes    k   Ul     , ',  V'',"' ■'"'' 

1\T,..,   I.;n      1        •     1  v/uiLC^is     KUILU,     IJ11C(  WDIIIUR'C        one 

t;.  the  comnicndahlc  forcthou.vht  of  Lord  !■  du- rd  r  ..;i  T 
the  enterpris.;  of  Messrs  luli.is  wJ  ]J  ^^^'''^'^  ^^^''  '^"^^ 
witii   the   wherrvvifl-,  1    ;       ^  ,       '  ^''^  S^i-nsoii   was  provided 

V\  ^'^;-  ^\';^revvithal  to  make  what  resistance  thev  did  I  ,„-<! 
Ldward  Cecils  work  was  ceaseless;  as  Chief  Staff  Officer  he  came 
in  for  both  the  external  fiohts  and  the  internal  dscoj  He 
smoothed  d<.wn  quarrels,  dispensed  justice,  allayed  '  sk^fcver  '  n 
cill  Its  .nternmtent  phases,  and  In  fact  performed  the  Tasks  of  ten 
men   with  unfa.hng  courtesy  and  inexhaustible  patie  ce      Tl  e  t  inch 

•some  tm:e  had  been  commandeered  for  the  use  of  the  sick       I  uckiK 

•some  Chmamen  among  the  besirn^ed  cntrived  to     =    u        ^'""^ V/ ' 

&  — '-.-j'-'-i  t-'iurnea  lo  u;!u\v  vegetables 
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.^  J^cccmhci    and    fanuary 

W-n  stocked  by  M,.ssrs    \\-,  I       /  '""''  ^^'Ppin-s.  which  had 

<\N^U  seal.  .,r  rations    .rLnrvL^^^^^^^^         '''''  """"•'"'<  '>'"  tlu.  vva 
Conversation  ^nnv  .non.:::,:."'t^:  •;";:;  ""^'  f^t  ""^  --'-i- 
tHcn^ms  the  chance  of  relief  anCnsf  '""'  '''''  I'"^'t''>ns  of 

"^'-'"t-'I  .^^-Mi.wss  that  UT.M.C  ;').'•'.''"•  ''•'■;"•''■'''■'  l>'-"^l"crcl  a 
«vvorc.  „  this  nuwr  tl  ^  .  .  s  .  '  I  '''•  ''-"^'  •^'•"■"'''^■^'-  '"••^^• 
P^-I'c-  fdt  in  tin..  •^sonK•thin  •  t  ,o  1  7  "  •'^■■'^■'^-^■^''v«•■  Wlm. 
^o^'I^I  ,^^<'  n„t  an.l  snipe,  an  Kvn      1  ' V*""'"'^"'''>- "  '"""<'•  iln-y 

h<'nour  of  their  country!  S  nc  a  •  w^^^  '''''"^'1  "■^^^'"">'  ■"'^1  to  th  • 
^as  not  the  excitanent  ;n^  ,    "n"!''!'"  ''"'V  '''''  "''^-     ''■'^-<- 

^Speculation  on  the  subject  o!  "•'r'"K  -^'^^'"^  '"'•   t'l'"   -I-en 

"'   i'-'-n's  choice.      Xir    X  i   "i,  ihf 'i;^':?'  ?;"^'  "^^^  ''-'tatlon 
•sorry.uthne  of  th,t  scanty  (an       ..  "^""^^  -^^11  Gazdlc  -r.ive  a 

'"  ;vl>at  this  scarcity  oHi e     ne  u,     "'^^^^^-"i'^  ^o  .ive  ,ou  ^n  idea 
[■'■■iy  nionnnir  you  have  hand,  I  "  '''''  '"  ''  ^'■'•"'•'>-      In  the 

'-■'l<iast_  roll  ^nd  a  little       '    f'/,j;;;;'V  '^'--"- >--l  as  bi^  as  a 
"-'I-   .,^<>u   have  some  of  it  f  /  ,,        >     "' '^'r'-'^  ''"-  ""^'  ^^v^""-^-^' 
n.n  w,l    you  will  eat  the  Int  there   n;,t''  '■'"^'  ,"  >'"^'  ^''^'-^  ""t  in, 
rest  of  the  twenty-four  hours.      U  h-  V^'  ""S'  -i"  '^^'".^-V  '<"■  the 

!p^-n  unt.l  luncheon-tinu-.  when       u'     n     ir"  ','  '"''I'^  '"  '''^'  '"-""■'- 
<'ly>nesH  that  does  not   lo,  k     e"  '         '"'    '''^"   ''^■'•»  --"lucwl   t..  an 
t'^^'nen  your  belt  a   hoi  •         tw^rt^o'^l'TT"'-      ^■""  '^^  '"'"•e  a 
;;;tyou  have  had  a  satis.vin"  .V'^^'^^'^  >-'""--"-  into  the   belie 
I'-iner-tune.  when  vou  ,ratl  e    no    1    "  I       '"'  '''''''^  away  ai,r.,i„   ^ntil 
Jiours  in   the  Adelaide  "7^  '       ""  'ast  crumb  and  si'-         .     ,  ,    ' 

3|^'-      Vouhavenoyeep'ben    ef"^'    ^'^'^^''■'"''"^  ' 

fall  nito  when  relieved  is 7l     ,  ''''^  >""  ?,^  <n\  and   the  s'.  '■    -  ■  ,  -, 

schoolboy's  luncheon  to  ketp  v'       r      V  ""'"'■      ^'•^^'   ^'^^''^  ^^'■ 
'7"ade  unpalatal)le  bv  the  sm/ a     I   t''    7  !^^''"ty-'nur  h.,ur.C      / 
^^Icls  are  that  it  will   be    U    ,     '        '  '^ ''  '^fale.kin^  shower  fdk   »I 

a  ;'-^tin^*  v^;;;'^^3^  ''ft^;^' ;^r'r'i°")  '"^^^^"'"^^'  ^^  ^^^^i^-n. 

^ubdumo-  the  town.      He  can  e  -  "?■        •'   ^  ''"''  ''^"'  ^''^'P^^'^  '^ 

v^-rc  supposed   to   hit  and  bh,'      '^'  '7'^  -ncendiary  shills/  whic 
^ranon      /^ut  they  did  L's^c^V^'^^,;;;--  ^^ /-Pintin.  c^;;^ 
ct-rtauilj,  but  Its  dur.ition  wis  Ifm^    i      \^'^>,  ^'^^'^^tl  a  conlla<rration 
«ni''e>   still,  but  smiled  vvit^^  the  e     1    ,  ,-^'  '.'^^'  ^'"^'  ^^^ 't-  M.'^e 
notwahstandin,.  its  symbol  o  \hr  it J'V^'  -"T-,    '^'^^  -^"-nt": 
crushed,  and  wrecked  •  thr^  i  ■  ,      '   ^'■'^■'^■'^-  '^ad   been    hit    -,n 

ci-n,  of  hu,„an,-.y  td't  "r;;;,. ;;'  !;-■  --■'«':™K''i';.c;e 

8,  »      •    "°""-'"  -'"J   ':liiklren    had 
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been  subjected  to  terrors  oi'  tact  and  terrors  of  dread.  'I'hese 
atrocities  continued,  and  1  {er  Majesty's  lonu-sulTerini^'- subjects  looked 
on  and  waited;  tht;y  believed  that  deliverance  must  soon  come. 
If  they  had  not  had  that  belief  to  help  them,  they  would  have 
died  or  surrendered.  They  believed  that  a  day  of  reckonini^-  would 
arrive,  and  that  then  Cronje  and  his  diabolical  hirelin-s^  would 
come  by  their  deserts.  If  only  they  could  have  skippetl  six  weeks 
and  looked  into  the  mirror  of  Fate,  the  dr.una  at  Paardeberi;-  Drift 
would  have  reassured  them.  As  it  was,  they  had  to  live  in  faith. 
The  series  of  atrocities  that  marked  the  Boer  assaults  had  scarcelv 
a  counterpart  in  modern  histor\ ,  and  it  '^rcw  doubtful,  if  ever  their 
turn  should  come,  whether  the  besieged  would  l)e  jjrevailed  upon 
to  emit  one  spark  of  that  "  ma,u;-nanimity  "  with  which  their  countrv- 
men  had  been  so  lavish,  and  which  the  P)oer  had  jj^rown  to  account 
as  a  natural  weakness  of  these  "  verdomde  rooineks." 

Sic:<;e  life  was  now  bec(jmin,L,'-  painfully  irksijme.  A  bla/inj^  sun, 
a  drenchin;j:  rain,  a  _sj^ust  of  wind  through  the  pepper  trees,  this 
was  all  the  variety  at  hand.  The  inhabitants  of  tin:  town  be_<,fan 
to  feel  like  ghosts  of  themselves,  ghouls  walkinL,^  the  earth,  yet  dut 
ot  touch  with  those  who  spoke  of  them  as  a  memor\-,  and  liothinc- 
more.  To  them  it  was  the  (]uiet  of  the  q-rave.  They  waited  like  some 
enchanted  princess  of  a  fairy  tale  for  the  time  when  the  ma<,nc  wand 
should  wave  and  their  pulses  throb  with  joy  and  excitation,  with 
laup^hter  and  zest  for  the  ^ood  things  of  the  hour.  Now  they 
walked  as  in  a  dream  to  the  accompaniment  of  shot  and  shell,  sur- 
rounded by  devilish  ogres  and  looters  of  the  dead,  while  somewhere 
within  a  few^  miles  of  them,  kith  and  kin,  living  and  breathing  kith 
and  kin,  seemed  as  phantoms  in  a  nightmare  to  pass  b\-  and  to 
ignore!  A  speechless,  soundless  asphyxia  of  the  soul  seemed  to 
be  creeiiing  over  these  tired  patient  heroes !  They  still  waited  and 
hoped,  but  hoping  and  waiting  had  now  grown  monotonous,  almost 
mechanical,  as  the  tickings  of  an  eight-day  clock. 

Rumours  many  and  fantastic  were  brought  in  Ijy  the  natives. 
It  was  believed  that  a  new  year's  gift  of  three  waggon  loads  of 
ammunition  had  been  received  by  the  lioers  from  Pretoria,  and  also 
a  new  gun.  This  weapon  it  was  afterwards  discovered  was  provided 
with  more  combustible  bombs,  horrible  missiles  that  disgorge  a 
chemical  licjuitl  which  ignites  in  contact  with  the  air.  Here' Was 
a  continual  horror,  and  one  that  was  only  combated  bv  extreme 
precautions.  Though  Colonel  Baden-Powell  in  his  nook  on  the 
stoep  of  his  hoLisc  continued  to  whistle  his  insouciant  note's,  his 
busy  brains  needed  to  be  ]\Lic)-iia\ellian  in  their  ingenuity.  Some 
declared  he  slept  with  one  eye  open  ;  others,  that  he  never  slept 
at  all.  Certain  it  was  that  when  ail  were  hushed  in  slumber  he 
was  "on  the  prowl,"  either  on  the  roof  or  in  the  open,  readin;--  from 
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the  iK-avcns  above  or  the  earth   beneath  the  enemy's   approachhig 
machinations.     Some  fmd  serm.)ns  in  stones  ;  B.-P.  iound  mspiration 

in  sand  and  sky.  .1 

The  B.^ers  continued  their  bombardment,  the  sun  contmued  to 
blaze,  to  smite  the  tin  roofs  and  glarin-  sandy  roads.  Alter  persis- 
tendy  directin-  shells  on  the  women's  laager  the  ruffians  succeedea  m 
murdering  three  little  children.  These  were  0  Dutch  nationa  ity, 
and  it  was  hoped  that  their  loss  might  possibly  awaken  a  teehng 
f  humanity  and  remorse  in  the  breast  of  those  who  had  prompted 
the  assault  on  the  defenceless  position.  But  their  conduc  uas 
rendering  those  within  the  town  exasperated  almost  to  madness. 
They  pained  for  a  chance  to  mete  out  annimlation  to  tne  hM- 
lusting  rascals  and  untamed  savages  who  were  harassing  _  them^ 
Thev  did  their  best,  and  sat  down  to  the  business  of  clearing  off 
as  many  as  possible  of  the  polyglot  horde  who  worked  the  guns. 

rhe  work  done  bv  the  Bechuanaland  Ritles  and  the  P>nt,sl 
South  Africa  Police  was  prodigious  They  shrunk  lr.,m  no  to. 
and  no  exposure  so  that  they  might  reduce  the  number  of  the 
besiecrers.  b:arlv  in  the  New  Year  the  Ritles  entrenched  them- 
selves within  900  yards  of  the  enemy's  big  guns,  and  ;;P';"  ;  J^Vf 
and  nicrhts  in  thc=  trenches,  relieved  at  intervals  by  the  I  o  icc. 
F  -In  nine  on  <.ne  night  till  nine  the  next  d.ey  would  occupy  their 
unenviable  position,  carrying  wiUi  them  their  ^^y.^^^^^;^^;^^:^ 
■ukI  emi)loving  tiiemselves  during  the  hours  of  l.gh  b>  keq.mg 
;  a  pe  sis'tent  hre  on  the  Boer  siege  gun.  On  occasions  their  hre 
nas  so  accurate  that  the  Dutchmen  had  entirely  to  abandon  e 
work  of  loading  and  training  the  gun.  S(^  smart,  at  last,  grew  he 
British  sharpshooters,  that  during  each  Sabbath  the  gun  was  shifted 

farther  and  farther  away.  •  .   tr^   tl-,M 

Colonel    Baden- Powell's   resourcefulness   was    again  pu     to   t  t 
test   and  was  again   triumphant.      The   Boers  were  somewhat  non- 
pkLe      by   the   discover/ that   he  had  a  new  weapon  of  defence 
T   e"    ut    heir  heads  together  and  concluded  that  the  weap.)n  nuis 
have  spruncr  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth.      It  so  happened  that  m 
some  1  ng-forgotten  stores  in  the  town  an  old  ship's  gun  was  sud- 
denly  discove-re<l.      Quickly   it   was   brought  into   action,      lut   the 
ways  of  this  old  muzzle-loading   i6-pounder  were  not  as  the  x  .1  s 
f  die  modern  "Long  Toms,"  whose  tricks  w;ere;' understanded 
f  the   Boer  people.      It  had  curious  and  distinctive  virtues  of   is 
wi       This  gL  threw  solid  shot,  which,  unlike  a  shell  that  bursts 
^d'is   done^vith    for  better   or   for   worse,    ^f --^;^,;  ;;;;^i^^ 
ground  according  to  its  own  sweet  will,  and  produced  ^       ;^^  'H    -^;_ 
That  caused  the  Colonel  much  amusement  and  not  a  little  satisfac 

The  biocrraphy  of  the  treasure-trove  was  written  by  Mr.  Angus 
"^  86 


tion 


Mafeking   in   December  and  January 

Hamilton  of  Black  and  White,  who  dcclarctl  that  there  was  quite  a 
llutter  of  excitement  at  the  appearance  of  the  anti(|iiate(l  weapon. 
"It  would  seem,"  he  said,  "to  have  been  made  about  1770,  and 
is  identical  with  those  which  up  till  very  recently  adorned  the 
quay  at  Portsmouth.  Its  weight  is  8  cwt.  2  qr.  10  lbs.,  and  it  was 
made  by  B.  P.  &  Co.  It  is  a  naval  gun,  and  is  s"  imped  '  No.  6 
port.'  I  low  it  came  here  is  uncertain,  and  its  origin  unknown; 
but  one  gathers  that  it  must  have  been  intentled  more  for  pri\ateer- 
ing  than  for  use  in  any  CJovernment  sliip  of  war,  since  it  is  wanting 
in  all  olficial  superscription.  This  weapon,  which  we  have  now 
christened  '  B,  P.'  out  of  a  compliment  to  the  Colonel,  has  been 
lying   upon  the  farm  of  an   I^iglishman   whose   interests  are   very 
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closely  united  with  the  native  trilx:  whose  hcadcjuarters  are  m 
Mafeking  Stadt.  Mr.  Rowlands  can  recall  the  gun  passing  this 
way  in  charge  of  two  Germans  nearly  forty  years  ago.  1^1  e  re- 
members to  have  seen  it  in  the  possession  of  Linchwes  tribe,  and 
upon  his  return  to  the  P)aralongs.  after  one  of  his  trading  journeys, 
he  urged  the  old  chief  to  secure  it  for  use  in  defence  of  the  Stadt 
against  the  attacks  of  Dutch  freebof)ters.  The  chief  then  visited 
I.inchwe  and  bought  the  gun  for  twenty-two  oxen,  bringing  it  down 
to  Mafekmg  upon  his  waggon.  In  those  davs  it  had  three  hundred 
rounds  of  ammunition,  which  were  utilised  'in  trilial  fights.  With 
the  exception  of  visits  which  the  gun  made  to  local  tribes,  it  has 
remained  here,  and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Rowlands.      It 
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has  rccnulv  b.vn  mounted,  and  is  in  active  operation  a-ainst  .n.r 
e  en  L  We  H-^ve  made.  l>alls  for  it,  and  are  mtendm^  to  manu- 
n^m'e^hells,  in  the  hope  .e  shall  at  least  j?-^'^'^,  V>. -^^^'^^ 
emplacement  n\  P.i-  Hen.  The  nrst  trial  of  '  B.  1.  m  its  n  u 
eare'^Vvc  very  .uisntctory  results.  With  two  pounds  o  povv.ler 
it  thivNV  a  ball  of  ten  pounds  more  than   two  thousand  yards.       1  He 

hrce  pounds  threw  a  hall   ot    the   same   vvei-ht  as   the    list   lather 

ore     han   two  nhles.      We,  therefore,  have  pnmed  our  hopes  upo 
i'      nd  comn.nd  to  the  responsible:  authorities  the  rellectu.ns  which 
Inav  be  d!  rived  tn.m  the  iL  that  our  chief  and  most  etl.cent  means 
i)f  defence  lie  in  such  a  weapon.         .,,,,,  ,    i.,en..ud 

The  mos.,uito  tactics  of  the  ^vlly  Colonel  proceeded  as  usu. 
,,,,  the    i;oer\vas  hard  to  checkmate.      (3n  the  15th  ot  J;-;'-);; 
attack  was  made  by  the  sharpshooters  against  the  ene,.>s  1   g  g  m 
battery     with    the    ph'asin-    result   that    on   the    fol  (,n\  mg  ,da>    the 
':";o^ncW  and  hiil-'^^l-ity  Krupp  evacuated  tl^ir  P--t.ons  juu^ 
retired  to  a  n.-re  distant  one  on  the  east  side  of  the  tm  n,  whence 
their  command   of   the   pl.ce   was   comparatively  Inmted.      1      \'   ^ 
quarter,    now    tliat    the    fo,-    was    pushed    out  o     r.  le  range,   .     wa 
possible  to  open  grazing  for  cattle,  a  ve^  ^l<^s,r.WcM.m^a.^n  . 
\hc  poor  lean   beasts   were  waning  rapidly.      At  this  tm  e  Capta  n 
Fh.Clai^nce    was    reported    among   the   convalescents,    the    wound 
received  on  the  26th  of  Deccnnber  having  almost  healed. 

I'repu-ati.ns   w,Te    set   on    foot   for  the    purpose  of  rou  ing   the 

enenw'with  dvnamite.  iailing  all   other  means  ot  ridding  the  town 

o?^St"    ntimate  proximity:      Colonel  Haden-l'owell  s  motto,   .m- 

ikethat   of    r.ritish   C.overnments.   was   to   take   time   by  tb^     "•^- 

S.       Me    left    nothing  to  chance.      In   cnxler  to  -'^  any      sk  o^ 

running  short  of  supplies,  rations  were  reduced,  and  ^^^^     \   ^^^^^ 

•        1     1,1  >,-,,, ,.,1  10  the  beasts  were  promoted  to  the  use  01  tneir 
nt'cvious  \'    )t  ov'eo  to  me  ue.iMLn  >\\_iv,  t  •    .  .   .  r       

^    .       ■  Verv  stringent  laws  existed  for  the  -'-"-•"^/;^^\?'>: 
tl    v^       Matches  and  tinned  milk  were  commandeerc'd,  and    he  the 

f  rnvUchboK  was  now  viewed  as  a  heinous  crime.  Fobacco^  in 
sm!  1  1  a  ities  remained,  but  wmes  and  spirits  were  i^-t  running 
ou  Then,  were  pathetic  leave-takings  as  each  quart  of  whisk) 
d  ■■M.per'd  frcnn  the  stores;  there  was  no  knowing  when  would 
-  rive  t  hour  lor  a  t^.nd  and  a  last  fkrewell.  Convers.ition  grew 
s  n^v  e  monotonous.  It  luosdy  consisted  of  how  the  inner  man 
shil.ld   be   ...stained,   and  of  anecdotes  of   ag.l.ty  m    avoiding    shot 

""'sIi;i'Vonsiderable  interest  was  taken  in  the  !-<;—- U-'^Mue 
old  K.-p  unul.r,  wlueh  had  been  rigged  up  and  christened  In   son 
^  SI  i,  p  iv'   I'oi  V,"  on  account  o,  its  skittish  hab  ts  and  its  propens   > 
to  i-icIlheT.     This,  though  erratic  in  its  proceedings,  did  good  wo>k. 
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and  struck  the  parapet  of  the  enemy's  fort.  On  the  loth  ot  January 
vi'^lent  rains  came  down,  and  rendered  most  of  the  trenches  in  front 
ol  the  town  uninhabitable,  ami  life  in  t^eneral  almost  unendurable. 
Never  was  th(.Te  L^n-caun-  need  for  the  inestimable  virtues  of  pkick  anil 
patience,  and  if  medals  had  been  awarded  for  these  united  (jualities, 
the  inhabitants  of  Mafcvin^'-  would  all  have  possess(;d  them. 

The  pinch  of  si(!_cre  life  now  became  terribly  evident,  for  the 
iCaffirs  were  reduced  to  eatint,^  mulcis.  The  British  feared  their  turn 
at  this  diet  would  come  directly.  But  the  i^rarrison  was  still  cheery, 
and  th(;ir  entrenchments  were  considerably  improved.  In  these 
Colonel  1  laden- Powell  took  a  just  pride,  and  his  activity  in  pro- 
moting; the  safety  and  comfort  of  the  inhabitants  was  boundk^ss. 
'ihey  declared  that  they  could  feed  themselves  for  another  three 
months,  but  the  nature  of  the  form  of  provision  was  not  di\ul<;e'l. 
Hardships  and  privations  were  endured  by  the  little  force  with 
really  amazing  pluck.  IJeds  they  had  scarcely  enjoyed  since  the 
commencement  M'  the  siege  ;  baths  were  almost  as  foreign,  few  had 
had  a  chance  to  remove  their  clothes;  and  news — the  stimulus  of 
the  outside  world— was  entirely  lacking.  Letters  now  and  then 
were  passed  out,  but  the  real  truth  could  never  be  trusted  tt)  black 
and  white. 

The  office-  of  censor  was  undertaken  by  the  Hon.  A.  II.  1  Ian- 
bury  Tracy  (Royal  Horse  Guards).  His  occupation  was  a  hard 
and  a  thankless  one,  for  constant  vigilance  had  to  be  exercised 
lest  reports  concerning  the  inner  state  of  Mafeking— reports  most 
ardently  craved  by  those  interested  at  h(jme-  might  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  and  thus  cramp  the  operations  of  Colonel 
Ijaden-Powel!  and  those  who  helped  him  to  present  a  bold  and 
iearless  front  to  the  hovering  hordes  who  were  waiting  smugly  for 
what  they  believed  to  be  the  inevitable. 

On  the  17th  General  Snyman  bethought  himself  of  a  new  way 
of  starving  the  garrison  into  surrender.  He  sent  a  partv  of  natives 
to  enjoy  the  hospitality  of  the  alrc:ady  sparsely  fed  town.  It  had 
not  a  mule  to  spare  for  extra  Kaffirs,  and  Colonel  P.aden-Powell 
sternly  though  regretfully  refused  admittance  to  the  new-comers. 
According  to  Boer  usage,  the  officer  and  orderly  who  conveyed  the 
message,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  they  carried  a  white  Hag, 
were  fired  upon  by  the  enemy  while  they  were  returning.  A  das- 
tardly trick  this,  and  the  garrison  resented  it. 

At  this  time  the  news  of  the  grand  Ladysmith  sortie  was  received 
witii  rejoicings,  and  the  bellicose  youngsters  of  the  ctMiimunity  be^an 
to  rick  fertile  brains  in  hope  to  emulate  the  courage  and  dash  ofUie 
sister  garrison.  On  this  day  a  shell  hit  the  shelter  occupied  by  Major 
Baillie  and  Mr.  .Stent,  Keuter's  correspondent,  and  portions  crashed 
through  Dixon's  Hotel,  but  fortunately  without  injuring  any  one. 
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News  now  reached  the  benighted  villaj^ers  that  Colonel  Plumer, 
with  three  armoured  trains,  had  actually  reached  (lal)erones,  some 
thr(;e  hundred  miles  nortli  of  Mafckiiv^^  The  troops  had  some 
shar})  tussles  with  the  Boers,  and  drove  them  out  of  rille  ran^e  while 
the  railway  operatives  mended  the  line.  Where-  Colonel  I'lumer's 
three  trains  came  from  was  a  mystiry.  He  was  known  to  \v,\\v.  ofw, 
but  there  was  no  saying  of  what  Rhodesia  might  not  \)v.  capable  in 
time  of  stress.  Colonel  IMumer  hat!  his  work  cut  out  for  him,  b'lt 
he  was  not  a  man  to  sheer  off  difficult  tasks,  and  then;  was  iiitcMise 
hope  that  he  might  succeed.  Hut  there  was  always  llu;  l)oer  artillerv 
—a  terrible;  barricT  between  the  relieving  force  and  Mafeking — and 
in  the  face  of  this  even  the  finest  warriors,  almost  gunless,  could 
scarcely  be  expected  to  advance  alive. 

On  the  19th  of  January  the  small  community  celebrated  the 
100th  day  of  the  siege.  All  the  corners  of  the  stjuare  had  been 
knocked  off  by  the  ever-active  Boers,  but  the  village  maintained  a 
suitable;  air  <)f  liveliness.  Exhibitions  were;  arranged,  and  some 
smart  fighting  showed  that  the  right  arm  of  the  British  had  lost  none 
of  its  cunning. 

There  were  fat  days  and  lean  days  in  Mafeking.  Though  for 
the  most  part  leanness  prevailed,  there  was  now  and  then  to  be 
found  an  oasis  in  the  desert  of  the  commissariat.  Occasionally 
some  successful  raid  made  by  the  natives  was  productive  of  real 
meals — succulent  hcvi  ■:rrsns  old  mule  and  husks.  In  the  course  of 
one  daring  foray  the  natives  secured  two  dozen  head  of  cattle  ;  in 
another  they  carried  off  prizes  of  fat  kine  to  the  tune  of  a  score. 
The  excursions  took  place  under  cover  of  darkness,  and,  like  all 
raids,  were  pursued  without  the  consent  of  the  Government.  TIk; 
natives  had  a  process  peculiarly  their  own  in  seducing  the  fat  kine 
to  follow  them  home.  Devoid  of  clothing,  and  crawling  snake-like 
over  the  veldt,  they  would  approach  the  grazing  cattle  and  gradually 
draw  off  such  beasts  as  appeared  goodly  in  their  eyes,  and  which  had 
been  previously  marked  down  with  the  acuteness  of  hungry  instinct. 
Noiselessly  the  animals  were  enticed  on  and  on  till  they  reached  the 
precincts  of  the  staadt,  where  the  raiders  were  anxiously  looked  for 
by  their  Baralong  friends.  These  famishing  individuals  greeted  the 
successful  capture  of  the  wherewithal  to  maintain  life  with  shouts 
and  dances  of  joy. 

The  garrison  was  soon  put  on  a  scale  of  still  more  reduced 
rations.  These  consisted  of  half  a  pound  of  meat  and  the  same 
of  bread  daily.  The  luxuries  of  life — the  people  in  England  looked 
on  them  as  necessaries! — tea,  sugar,  biscuits,  jams,  Sec,  were  com- 
mandeered. In  January  the  following  housekeeper's  notes  were 
made  by  the  correspondent  of  the  Times: — "Meal  and  flour  have 
jumped  from   27s.   per  bag  to   50s.;  potatoes,   where  they  exist  at 
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ail,  .irc  ,{,2  per  cvvt.  ;  fowls  art;  7s.  od.  ciicli  ;  aiul  cj^^s  12s.  jkt 
dozen.  Milk  and  vegetables  can  no  lon_ger  hv.  obtained,  and  rirc 
has  taken  the  place  of  the  latter  upon  the  menus.  These  ti^uri'S 
mark  the  rise  in  the  more  important  I'ood-stutTs  as  sold  across  the 
counter,  but  the  hotels  have,  in  sympathy,  lollowed  the  example, 
they  upon  their  part  attributing^  it  to  the  increase  which  the  whole- 
sale merchants  have  decreed.  A  pei;-  of  whisky  is  is.  (k1.,  dop 
l)randy  is.,  ^in  is.,  lan.,fe  stout  is  4s.,  small  beer  2s.  In  ordinary 
times  whisky  retails  at  5s.  per  bottle.  This  rat(--  has  now  advanced 
to  iSs.  per  bottle  and  Sos.  per  case.  Dop,  which  is  usually  is.  4d., 
is  nt)W  I2S.  pe-r  bottle;  the  difference  upon  l)e(.T  is  almost  200  per 
cent.,  and  inferior  cii^^arettes  are  iu)W  iSs.  pt-r  100." 

( )n  the  i^ood  manat,rement  of  the  contractors,  Messrs.  Weil  cS: 
Co.,  evi;ry  one  depended  (or  llesh  and  blooil.  On  them  rested 
the  responsibilit)'  of  issuing;  daily  rations — bread  ami  meat  for  the 
},rarrison,  forai^^e  for  horses,  and  food  for  natives — and  very  excel- 
lently they  fulfilled  their  difficult  task. 

On  the  2  I  St  an  unusual  sort  of  show  was  held.  'Vhv  exhibits 
raiit^ed  from  foals  to  babies,  Mr.  Minchin  (ISecluianaland  Killes) 
securin,L,r  first  pri/u  for  the  former,  while  Scrn;eant  lirady,  B.S.AT*., 
was  the  proud  winner  of  tht-  prize  for  the  latter. 

ColoiK'l  liadc;n-l'owell  sent  a  despatch  reporting-  his  own  doiniL,^s 
at  the  end  of  January  to  Colonel  Nicholson.      it  fan  as  follows: — 

"  Inform  tiic  Conimniuling  StafT  Ofliccr  tliat  \vc  arc  well  here.  On  Januaiy 
23  the  enemy  moved  their  north-east  .supportin},'  laager  to  within  4500  yards 
of  the  town.  Wc  pushed  our  advance  works  in  that  direction,  and  mounted 
Lord  Nelson,  an  old  naval  smooth-bore  gun,  in  an  emplacement  3100  yards 
from  the  eneni}-.  On  tlie  evening  of  January  2y  wc  unmasked  our  guns  and 
shelled  the  enemy's  camp  with  complete  success.  Next  morning  the  Boer 
laager  was  moved  back  two  miles. 

"  On  the  31st  we  were  busy  on  all  sides  of  the  town.  On  the  south  the  men 
in  our  advance  works  had  a  skirmish  with  three  of  the  enemy's  Krupp  and 
Maxim  guns,  the  tiring  being  very  heavy.  A  bondxardment  of  our  front  on 
Cannon  Kopje  by  the  Hoer  94-pounder  followed.  On  the  cast  front  our  four 
guns  replied  to  this  by  a  concentrated  fire  on  the  brickfield  entrenchments, 
where  the  eneni}-  poured  in  a  musketry  and  artillery  fire. 

"  On  the  north  the  enemy's  5-pounders  kept  up  a  steady  fire.  They 
dropped  one  shell  through  the  roof  of  the  hospital,  but  luckily  it  did  not 
explode.  On  the  west  the  enemy,  from  their  advanced  works,  opened  a  heavy 
rifle  and  Maxim  fire  on  Fort  Ayr,  which  our  fort  eventually  silenced  by  the 
well-aimed  lire  of  its  guns.  The  enemy  sent  three  big  shells  into  the  town 
after  dark,  but  they  gained  nothing  during  the  dav. 

"Our  casualties  during  the  past  two  days  from  the  enemy's  shell  fire  have 
been  three  killed  and  three  wounded.  Mr.  Kiddy,  of  the  Railway  Department, 
has  dicil  of  fever. 

"  On  February  2  General  Snyman.  in  replv  to  my  letter  with  regard  to  his 
deliberately  shelling  the  women  and  children's  laagers  on  the  2-th  ult.,  offered 
no  excuse  or  apology,  and  by  a  transparent  falsehood  practically  admits  that 
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he  ordered  it.  I  have  told  Iiim  that  I  liavc  nowcstabhshcd  temporary  premises 
l.jr  the  I5..fr  prisoners  in  the  women's  laager  and  in  the  liospital,  in  order  to 
protect  tliesc  places  h-oin  deliberate  shelling." 

General  Snymaii  aiul  Colonel  Hadcn-l'owdl  had  also  a  corre- 
spoiulencc  rc,i^rartliii;^r  Snyman's  arming'  and  raising  of  natives,  in 
reply  the  old  commandant  said  that  he  had  nierely  arnieil  the 
natives  as  cattle-guards.  In  his  turn  he  complained  that  th(!  British 
had  been  .seen  making  fortilicalions  on  Sunday.  The  Colonel,  who 
only  relaid  some  mine  wires,  informed  him  that  he  had  himself 
been  (entertained  l.y  watching  the  buikling  of  new  fortifications  by 
the  Boers  on  that  day. 

On  the  25tli  of  January  a  shell  burst  through  the  ton\-ent, 
which  was  used  as  a  convale.scent  hospital,  and  slightly  wounded 
Lady  Sarah  Wilson,  who  had  tal<('n  upon  lierself  the  care  of  tlu; 
mvalids.  On  the  following  day  the  women's  laager  was  continu- 
ously .shelled,  but  fortunately  with  small  result.  TluTe  was  general 
jubilation  at  reports  received  regarding  the  success  of  Lord  l>C)berts' 
operations.  The  news  was  an  innnense  stinnilus,  and  speculation 
as  to  the  date  of  relief  was  freely  indulg(,'d  in.  The  besieged  had 
learnt  to  gather  hope  from  the  smallest  incidents.  The  disappear- 
ance_  from  time  to  time  of  the  5-pounder  Krupp,  the  i-i)ounder 
Ma.xim,  the  9-pounder  quick-iiring  Creusot,  which  had  a  trick  of 
making  weekly  excursions  .somewhere — caused  them  to  conjecture 
whether  Colonel  Plumer  had  reached  a  point  where  these  pieces 
could  be  made  to  come  in  handy.  The  loo-pounder  Creusot,  how- 
ever, was  untiring.  It  engaged  only  in  shorter  peregrinations, 
moving  from  one  emplacement  to  another  by  way  of  variety,  and 
keeping  up  a  system  of  torture  which  acted  badly  on  the  nerves  of 
the  unhap[)y  persons  who  were  honoured  with  its  attentions. 

The  following  telegram,  forwarded  by  runner  from  the  Mayor 
of  Mafeking  (Mr.  W'hitcley),  was  addressed  to  Queen  Victoria: 
''  Mafeking  upon  the  hundredth  day  of  siege  scncls  loyal  devo- 
tion to  your  iNIajesty,  and  assurance  of  continued  resolve  to 
maintain  your  Majesty's  supremacy  in  this  town."  The  splendid 
little  garrison  had  indeed  a  right  to  be  proud  of  itself  for 
ha\ing  f(jr  so  long  a  period  helcl  at  bay  a  puissant  and  spiteful 
foe.  It  had  fought,  it  had  schemed,  it  had  set  its  wits  against  the 
wits  of  Cronje  and  his  successors,  and  defied  them  magnificentlv. 
"  No  surrender"  was  its  motto,  and  the  reply  from  the  enemy  was 
stamped  on  every  house  of  this  minute  town— so  minute  that  it  could 
have  been  "stowed  within  the  railings  of  St.  James'  Park" — and 
scribbled  in  large  black  defacing  lines  wherever  shot  and  shell 
could  penetrate.  Some  idea  of  life's  daily  accompaniment  of 
artillery  may  be  arrived  at  by  reading  a  description  of  his  eNperi- 
ences    recounted    by     Mr.    Neilly    of  the  J\r//  Mall  Gazette.       lie 
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Mafeking  in  December  and    January 

said  : — "  When  the  enemy's  artillery  bejj^an  to  send  us  the  heavy 
ration,  those  who  knew  most  about  the  power  of  modern  luni;- 
range  hii^h-velocity  arms  dreaded  most  the  consequences.  At  the 
advice  ol'  our  commander-in-chief,  we  went  to  earth,  some  into  duo- 
outs,^  I,  with  others,  into  the  wine-cellar  of  the  hotel,  which'  I 
consider  was  the  most  comfcjrtable  and  luxuricnis  place  in  th(,'  town. 


oom 


After  bri-akfast  a  twelve-pounder  on  the  hei.i,dits  went  '  B 
Where  had  the  shell  q-one  .^  Had  it  struck  a  house  .^  Had  the 
biiildincr  collapsed  ?  Would  the  town  be  flattened  and  set  on  fire 
when  the  whole  battery  came  into  action  ?  We  spc-culated  so  until 
the  second  boom  sounded,  and  the  third  (juickly  followed.  Himmel ! 
We  had  <;ot  it,  and  what  a  crash  it  was!  Somethinsj^  had  j^iven 
way,  and  iM?r/s  and  shrapnel  scattered  like  a  hailstonn  across  the 
dinin(;-rot)m  lloor  overhead.  While  some  calmed  the  ladies,  others 
of  us  doubled  up  through  the  trapdoor,  slid  the  panel  that  divides 
the  bar  from  the  dininL;-room,  and  looked  in.  The  dense  smoke  of 
the  burstino-  charge  filled  the  place,  but  there  was  nothing  to  indi- 
cate that  anything  was  allame.  When  the  air  cleared  slightly  we 
entered,  to  lind  the  floor  and  tables  littered  with  brick-dust' and 
scrap  iron  :  but  the  area  of  destruction  was  confmed  to  the  brick- 
work at  the  side  of  the  windcnv.  Nothing  was  stirred  upon  the 
tables,  which  were  laid  for  luncheon.  That  was  enough.  Had  the 
house  been  built  of  good  tough  I-:nglish  brick,  its  llank  would  have 
proljably  collapsed  ;  the  rottenness  of  the  walls  had  saved  them  ;  the 
rottenness  ot  all  the  houses  would  bring  about  comparative  sa.fety  to 
the  town.  Solids  struck  by  shell  add  to  the  destruction  wrought  by 
the  projectile  thrt)ugh  living  splinters;  but  there  is  no  use  in  trying 
to  batter  sand  stuck  together  with  water.  The  concussion  sends  off 
the  detonator,  the  burst  makes  a  hole  in  the  wall,  and  the  further 
results  are  an  untidied  room  and  a  bad  fright  to  anybody  who  may 
be  in  it." 

The  writer,  like  the  rest  of  the  plucky  crew,  talked  airily  of  the 
ordeal  that  all  passed  through,  without  a  single  boast  of  the  splendid 
effect  of  r-he  garrison's  doughty  resistance  to  the  enemy  in  the  early 
phases  of  the  w  ar. 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  exaggerate  the  full  importance  of  this 
magnificent  defence  at  that  time.  As  an  object-les.son  in  British 
pluck,  and  the  marvellous  celerity  with  which  peace-loving  citizens 
may  become  glorious  fighters,  the  defence  as  a  whole  stands  without 
parallel  Hut  from  a  political  point  of  view  the  initial  stoutness  of 
the  resistance  was  a  co///)  which  had  far-reaching  results. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  at  the  outset  of  the  war  a  con- 
spiracy was  on   font    between   the   Cape   Dutch   and   the   I 


'eLkrals, 


an 


_  d    that    the    capture    of  certain    towns    was   to    be    taken    as    a 
signal  for  the  joining  of  the  allies  to  drive  the   British  from   South 
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^.^'i?-,  ,  .^^  ''''''^  thought  that  the  apparently  insi-nificant  villacre 
of  Mafekinjr  would  be  among  the  lirst  to  fall,  and  the  conspira- 
tors congratulated  themselves  that  once  the  place  went  under  the 
door  to  Rhodesia  would  lly  open.  The  gallant  Cronje.  with  nothin<r 
better  to  occupy  hmi,  could  have  worked  his  way  north,  attacked 
Colonel  1  lumer  and  his  small  force,  and  without  doubt  defeated 
them.  He  would  then  have  proceeded  on  a  triumphal  march. 
Havmg  mtmiidated  the  natives,  who  invariably  back  the  man  with 
the  visible  biceps,  and  having  armed  the  Matabele  and  Mash.^ias. 
lie  xyould  haxe  completely  swept  and  devastated  the  fair  country  of 
tiie  Colossus  before  our  troops  could  ha\-e  had  time  to  save  it  from 
ruin.  How  far  the  ruin  would  have  spread  it  is  difficult  to  say. 
l.ike  dynamite  it  would  have  struck  ui)wards  and  downwards, 
north  and  south.  The  capture  of  Mafeking  would  have  unhin-ed 
the  native  population  there,  and  forced  them  to  side  with  die 
boers  ;  and  once  the  natives  got  under  arms  the  situation  would 
have  beconie  so  complicated  that  it  might  have  taken  years  to 
unravel,  if  indeed  the  Government  had^he  patience  to  unravel 
It  at  all. 

'l'J],Gn  disaffection  would  have  spread  rapidly,  even  to  Table  P)ay. 
Had  Cronje  at  the  outset  not  been  kept  tied  to  the  place,  occupied 
in  trying  to  crack  the  nut  which  he  eventually  found  too  hard  for 
his  own  teeth  and  for  the  sledge-hammer  weapons  of  his  mercenaries, 
he  would  have  gone  on  from  t<nvn  to  town  gathering  up  adherents 
as  he  went,  and  causing  intimidation  of  such  a  kind  that  even  the 
loyally  disposed  would  in  sheer  self-defence  have  thrown  in  their  lot 
with  him. 
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CHAPTER    III 


^T  POPLAR  GROVE 

B^U?^^^^  f'T"^  ''"'  !'  '"'"'  ^^  ""^^^'  '^'^'  «"  the  19th  Lord 
Roberts  had  issued  a  proclamation  to  the  liurohers  of  d  e 
Free  b  ate_  .n  Lnghsh  and  Dutch.  He  .said  that  e 
Brmsh  hav.n,^  entered  the  Free  .State,  he  felt  it  his  d  ty 
wn-  Q,  V,"'\  known  the  cause,  and  to  do  his  utmost  to  ^nd  the 
wai  Should  the  iM-ee  Staters  continue  fiduin<r,  diev  would  do  so 
in  full   knowledge  of  their   responsibility  for   the     ives    osf  ,     tl  .^ 

friendship  of  the  Tree  State,  and  solenmly  asst.red  President  Sten 
that  It  he  remained  neutral  the  Free  State  territory  woul     i  ot  be 

tlie  iree  Staters  had  wantonly  and  unjustifiai^ly  invaded  Jiritisi 
territory,  though  the  Imperial  Government  believed  tl         he  F  ee 

J'-'t  Imperial   Government  bore  the  people  no  iH-will    -ind  w-,.; 
anv  ,..    to  pn^serve  them  from  the  evili^wLh   the  aaln'^t^ 

deskr  r  r  ,  T''"i  •  ^^"''^^  ^^^"^^^"^  "-^"-"^^l  the  Burcdiers  to 
desist  f.onj  fur  her  hostilities,  and  he  undertook  that  Bur:;he,^  so 
dcsKstmg  should  not  suffer  in  their  ixTsons  or  i)ron,M-f  v  '^  ■  ° 
of  Ajod  forage,  fliel.  and  shelter  must  be"  'Xh  I  rvdv" 
wou  d  be  paid  for  on  the  spot,  and  if  sup  ,t  '  ^     e  refused     he? 

o      nn   •      I  ^  T       ''''"  ''T^'^y  '''^■^^^^^''  '-^"^^  «1^^'^'W  their  complaint 
on  inquiry  be  substantiated,  redress  would  be  given.      In  cone      i^^ 
Lord_  Roberts    stated    that    P.ritish    soldiers   werT  pro  ibTtl       o m 
entering  houses  or  molesting  the  civil  population.       P'"^''^''"^^    ^'''"' 

iiy  the  terms  of  this  proclamation   it  was   necess-irv  ro  -.1.;,], 
though,  by  degrees,  as  will  be  seen,  it  began    o  beX^v  red    IrU 

only  ,n  Kimberley,  but  in  the  other  besieged  tolns"  ' 

Gronjes  fate  being  sealed,  the   Field-Marshal  shifted  hi.  head- 
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quarters  to  Osfonteiii,  seven  miles  up  the  Modeler  from  Paardeberj^. 
Near  here  it  was  rLimoured  that  such  IJoers  as  had  failed  to  come  to 
the  succour  of  Crouje  had  llocked.  These,  numbering  some  10,000, 
hatl  Ljatliered  at  the  summons  of  their  chief  fnjm  the  regions  round 
Stormherg,  C'olrsberg,  and  Ladysmith,  and  were  now  busily  en- 
trenching a  jxjsition  some  fifteen  miles  long.  Of  this  the  ilanks 
rested  on  kopjes  to  the  south  ot  the  river  on  a  grou[)  calleil  Seven 
Sisters,  antl  to  the  north  across  tlie  river  on  a  llat-topped  kopje, 
beliind  whi  h  were  further  fortified  ko[)jes,  forming  a  formidable 
position  at  'oplar  Clrove,  a  i)lace  so  called  because  of  a  sparse  dis- 
play of  poplar  and  Australian  gum-trees  in  the  vicinity. 

At  this  time  the  two  Presidents  of  the  Republics,  finding  things 
getting  too  hot  to  be  comfortable,  made  magnanimous  proposals 
for  peace.     The  following  is  the  text  of  their  despatch. 

"  lil.dKMroNTl.lN,  March  5,  lyoo. 

"  The  blood  and  tlic  tears  of  the  thoiisaiids  who  liave  suffered  by  tliis  war, 
and  the  prospect  of  all  tlie  moral  and  economic  ruin  with  which  South  Africa 
is  now  threatened,  make  it  necessary  for  both  belligerents  to  ask  themselves 
dispassionately,  and  as  in  the  sight  of  the  Triune  God,  for  what  they  are 
fighting,  and  whether  the  aim  of  each  justifies  all  this  appalling  misery  and 
devastation. 

"With  this  object,  and  in  view  of  the  assertions  of  various  British  states- 
men, to  the  effect  that  this  war  was  begun  and  is  being  carried  on  with  the 
set  purpose  of  undermining  Her  Majesty's  authority  in  South  Africa,  and  of 
setting  up  an  Administration  over  all  South  Africa  independent  of  I  Icr  Majesty's 
Government,  we  consider  it  our  duty  solemnly  to  declare  that  this  war  was 
undertaken  solely  as  a  defensive  measure  to  safeguard  the  threatened  indepen- 
dence of  the  South  African  Republic,  and  is  only  continued  in  order  to  secure 
and  safeguard  the  incontestable  independence  of  both  Republics  as  sovereign 
international  States,  and  to  obtain  the  assurance  that  those  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  who  have  taken  part  with  us  in  this  war  shall  suffer  no  hatm  whatso- 
ever in  person  or  property. 

"On  these  conditions,  but  on  these  conditions  alone,  are  we  now,  as  in  the 
past,  desirous  of  seeing  peace  re-established  in  South  Africa,  and  of  putting  an 
end  to  the  evils  now  reigning  over  South  Africa  ;  while,  if  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment is  determined  to  destroy  the  independence  of  the  Republics,  there  is 
nothing  left  to  us  and  to  our  people  but  to  persevere  to  the  end  in  the  course 
already  begun,  in  spite  of  the  overwhelming  pre-eminence  of  the  British  Empire, 
confident  that  that  God  who  lighted  the  unextinguishable  fire  of  the  love  of 
freedom  in  the  hearts  of  ourselves  and  of  our  fathers  will  not  forsake  us,  but 
will  accomplish  His  work  in  us  and  in  our  descendants. 

"  Wc  hesitated  to  make  this  declaration  earlier  to  your  Excellenc}',  as  we 
feared  that  as  long  as  the  advantage  was  always  on  our  side,  and  as  long  as  our 
forces  held  defensive  positions  far  in  Her  Majesty's  Colonies,  sucli  a  declaration 
might  hurt  the  feelings  of  honour  of  the  British  people;  but  now  that  the 
prestige  of  the  British  Empire  may  be  considered  to  be  assured  by  the  capture 
of  one  of  our  forces  by  Her  Majesty's  troops,  and  that  wc  arc  thereby  forced  to 
evacuate  other  positions  which  our  forces  had  occupied,  t'-  difficulty  is  over, 
and  we  can  no  longer  hesitate  clcarlv  to  inform  your  Government  and  people,  in 
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At   Poplar  Grove 
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the  sight  of  the  whole  civilised  world,  wliv  we  arc  ii-htine  and  on  wl.nf  .^  a- 
tions  we  are  ready  to  restore  peace."  "  "o'H'ng,  and  on  what  condi- 

behaTf'of  TleTM  '"  f"  r  ^"''""'   "^'^^''"•'^"^^   ^^   ^^^'-^'    Salisbury   on 
behalf  of  Her  Majesty  s  Government  to  the  Presidents,  ran  :—  ' 

•KORKICN  OllICK,  .I/,/n/^  II, 


Majesty  s  Government  shall  rccocmic;P  th^  <  ,„„L.„„ iu,.-^  lo  oeni.  nd  tt  at  j 


1900. 

d,..c„ss,„„  l,ad  bee,  proceeding  for  „„,c  monTl    ttwec,,    I  r  J    ie" v's™ oior.f 
lor  tcrtam  very  serious  grievances  uiulcr  wliicl,  Urilisli  residents  in  1  e  SnnM^ 

considerable  ar.an.en.s.  and  ,l,e  la.lcr  ittd^L.^    X^a\™    '^I'S'^r^'il  ^ 
corresponding  reinfc.eemenls  to  the  Britisl,  garriii.s  of  Ca|»ToX and  Natal 

pilptlliisii 

tensive  portions  ol   Her  Majesty's  dominions  -m  if  tl,o-^    i  '"!'^.'^"^"ts  o\  c^" 

As;fK:;Siri,:;i'berti„f;;dE'""^''''-^F'''-" 
obje;^;:;;;;  uSriL™:  t';";:.rotrr„^ade "  rirr,  ?,'"T'"  "^^  '"= 

independence  ehhefortheLuj;.A£.^:^SeroFrS:l;yK:^^^:!:^ 
To  return  to  Osfontein.  There  was  now  a  short  and  much- 
needed  mterval  of  repose,  in  which  men  and  ].orses  tri^d  L  re  u- 
perate.  It  was,  however,  necessary  for  the  cavalry  to  be  continually 
scounng  the  country  to  ascertain  the  whereabouts^of  the^'emy      ^ 

VOL.   IV.  f~.H,  J 
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On  the  6th  of  INIarch  Lord  Roberts  welcomed  the  Ceylon 
Mounted  Infantry,  and  sent  the  following  telegram  to  Sir  West 
Ridgeway,  Governor  of  Ceylon  :—"  I  have  just  ridden  out  to  meet 
Ceylun  .Mounted  Infantry,  and  welojme  them  to  this  force.  They 
look  most  workmanlike,  and  are  a  valuable  addition  to  Her  Majesty 
the  Queen's  army  in  South  Africa."  These  troops  were  in  e.xccllent 
condition,  so  also  were  their  handy  ISurma  ponies,  smart,  kncnving, 
and  game  little  beasts,  warranted  to  turn  on  a  sixpence  and  staiill 
any  amount  of  wear  and  tear. 

On  the  same  day  the  Colonials  had  a  smart  set-to  with  the 
Dutchmen,  who  were  endeavouring  to  locate  lhemsel\-es  in  the 
vicinity,  and  the  New  Zealanders  and  Australians  made  themselves 
more  than  a  match  for  the  Boers,  losing  themselves  only  six  wounded, 
while  tliey  put  ten  of  the  enemy  out  of  action.  The  rest  of  the  gang 
disappeared,  on  the  principle  of  those  who  light  and  run  away  li\e 
to  fight  another  day.  In  fact,  they  moved  o  some  strong  eminences 
that  C(jmmanded  either  side  of  the  river,  the  centre  of  the  position 
being  at  Poplar  Grove  Farm.  Here  the  h'ederals  thought  to 
embarrass  the  British  advance,  but  Lord  Roberts  decided  tc;  un- 
deceive them.  The  Field-Marshal's  plan  was  now  to  turn  their 
left  llank  with  the  cavalry  division,  and  then  to  meet  their  line  of 
delence  with  the  infantry  divisions,  and  thus  enclose  them  as  Cronje 
had  been  enclosed. 

Accordingly  the  troops  got  themselves  into  battle  array.  The 
Naval  P)rigadc  brought  their  4.7  guns  four  miles  north-east  of 
Osfontein,  while  the  ca\alry  prepared  to  turn  the  Boer  left,  and 
started  before  daybreak  of  the  7th  to  accom])lish  this  feat.  On  the 
north  bank  was  left  the  Ninth  Division  with  some  handy  Colonials 
and  guns.  Mcning  to  the  east  were  the  Sixth  and  Seventh  Divi- 
sions, with  the  Guards  ISrigade  in  the  centre. 

The  dawn  grew.  The  Bcjers  in  the  golden  rays  of  morning 
were  disclosed  massed  in  the  far  front,  and  later  was  seen  the 
glorious  mass  of  French's  cavalry  sweeping  south — a  martial  broom 
which  the  Boers  began  to  know  meant  business. 

At  eight  o'clock  the  music  of  battle  started,  the  Naval  guns  on 
one  side  and  the  batteries  of  General  French  on  the  other.  Lvddite 
and  shrapnel  bounced  and  spluttered  over  all  the  smal'  k(,)pjes  w  lierein 
the  Dutchmen  hat!  nade  a  lodgment.  It  was  sufficient.  The  Boer 
guns  spat  impoteiuly— the  puling  cry  of  dismay — then,  knowingly, 
the  Federals  mad  preparations  for  a  stampede.  They  saw  in  the 
distance  the  Sixth  Division  advancing,  the  Colonials  cleaving  the 
columns  of  dust,  the  Highland  Brigade  coming  on  and  on,  their  dark 
kUts  cutting  a  thin  line  across  the  atmosphere — they  saw  enough  ! 
To  east  they  iiew,  s{)eeding  towards  Bloemfontein — guns,  waggons, 
horsemen — as  arrows  from  the  bow,  and  leaving  behind  them  their 
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vvcll-onstructcd    trenches,    their  ainniuniti.,.!,    tents,    and    supplies 
Alter  them  went  the  Colonials  and  City  Imperial  \-<jlunteers.  all  keen 
sportsmen  exhilarated  with  the  heat  of  the  chase,  biit  the  Boers  were- 
uncatchable.     No  one  has  yet  beaten  them  in  the  art  ot  runnin-  away.' 
iSevertheless,   Lord   Roberts   was  lelt   in   undisturbed   possession  of 
Poi^lar  Grove.      In  the  early  afternoon  the  Hoers  certainlv  endea- 
voured to  make  one  futile,  feeble  stand,  but  their  effort  was  unavailir,.. 
and   by  sunset   they  were  careerin-   into  space,   while  the  caval.y 
vainly  endeavoured  to  hem  them  in.      liorse-llesh  had  come  to  tli 
end  of  Its  tether;  poor  food  and  much  -allopin-  had  reduced  the 
noble  steeds  to  helpless  wrecks,  and  unfortunately  the  mancLin'rcs 
ol  1  aardeber-  cou  d  not  be  repeated.      Cm-iouslv  enou<,di,  thou-h  no 
Boers   were   cau-ht,    the"   military   net   was   full    of  stranLje   Ush,   a 
Kussian,  a  Hollander,  a  German  all  bein.i,^  left  in  the  lurch.      It  was 
a  humorous  epis.xle.    While  the  Boers  were  makin-  off  as  fast  as  le-s 
-the  mounts  of  some  had  been  shot-and  horses^ could  carrv  them 
a  dilapidated  country  cart,  surmounted  by  a  red  tla-    was  seJn  to  be 
api)roachmn.     1to„,  this  cart  presently  emer-ed  sev(=ral  forlorn  ikt- 
sonaps,  lookm,^.  very  sorry  for  themsehes  indeed.      'Ihev  accounted 
or  their  pl.-ht  by  saym-  that  while  the  final  fit^ht  was  t'akin-r  place 
their   mule-vvag^<,ron   had    broken   down.       The^iuiles   lua-in-    Lcen 
u.doosed.  promptly  stampeded,  and  left  them  between  two  fires,  that 
ol   the  Boers  (to  whom  they  were  attached)  and   the    British       'Jle 
name  ol   one  foreigner,   in  dark  blue  uniform,  was  Colonel   I'rince 
Gourko,  of  the    kussian  army;  the  oth.  r.  attired    in    plain   clothes, 
was  Lieutenant      homson,  of  the  Netherlands  ( Militarv  Attache  of 
he  l.oers).      \\  ,th  them  was  a  German  servant  in  attendance  on  the 
Kussian  prince.      l-mdm.,r  themselves  in  an  uncomfortable  quandarv, 
one  Irom  which  there  was  no  escape,  they  decided  to  join  the  British. 
Ihev  w-rc  introduced  to  Lord  Kitchener,  and  thereupon  presented 
courte^v       ""''"'       ''"'''  ^-^^eived    them   with    his    usual 

L<jrd  Roberts,  telegraphin-  home  in  the  afternoon,  thus  described 
the  day  s  work  : — 

"Osi-OXTI.IX,  .Uarc/i  7  (4. JO  i'.M.). 
||Marcl.  ;.— Our  operations  to-day  promise  to  be  a  great  success 

ofModder'Rlver''"^"'^'^"'"'""''"'"  ""'''  "'^'"'   ^'^"^^   '^''''''   "'"^'^   ^°"*'' 
"I  placed  Colvile's  division  on  north  bank;  Kellv-Kenny's  and  Tucker''- 
with  cavalry  division,  on  south  bank.  "  iuckli., 

for  ^ifh'n-'-''''"^  '^,'''> '""  succeeded  in  turnin.u  the  left  flank,  opening  the  road 
for  6th  Division,  winch  is  advancing  without  having  been  obliged  to  fire  a  sho 
np  to  nrcsent  time  (twelve  noon).  '^ 

'•  Enemy  are  in  fn!!  retreat  toward  north   and   ea.st,  being  elosciv  followed 

9th  (Colviles)  divisions,  and  Guards  Brigade,  under  Pole-Carew,  are  niakl". 
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tlieir  way  across  tlie  river  at  Poplar's  Drift,  wiicrc  1  propose  to  place  ni}-  licad- 
quarters  this  evening," 

Later  on  the  Commander-in-Chief  wircil  from  the   said   head- 
quarters : — • 

"I'oi'i.AK  C.Kovi:,  A/.,/r/i  7  (7.35  p.m.). 

"  We  have  iiad  a  very  successful  day  and  completely  routed  tlie  enemy, 
who  are  in  full  retreat. 

"The  position  they  occupied  was  extremely  strong,  and  cunnin>;iy  arranged 
with  a  second  line  of  entrenciinients,  wiiich  would  h.tve  caused  us  heavy  loss 
had  a  direct  attack  been  made. 

"  The  turning  movement  was  necessarily  wide  owing  to  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  and  the  cavalry  and  horse-artillery  horses  are  much  done  up. 

"The  fiL^iiting  w;i-  practically  confined  to  the  cavalry  division,  which,  as 
usual,  did  exceedingly  well,  and  French  reports  tiiat  the  horse-artillery  batteries 
did  a  great  deal  of  execution  amongst  the  f-neniy. 

"  Our  casualties  number  about  fifty. 

"I  regret  to  say  tliat  Lieutenant  Keswick,  12th  Lancers,  was  killed,  and 
Lieutenant  Bailey,  of  the  same  regiment,  severely  wounded.  Lieutenant  De 
Crespigny,  2nd  Life  Guards,  also  severely  wminded." 

Thouij^h  the  state  of  the  cavalry  was  di^plorable,  it  was  thanks  to 
the  splendid  execution  of  Gener.d  French  lliat  the  Boers  siiowed  so 
little  fii^dit,  and  there  were  so  lew  casualties.  The  enemy  saw  the 
cavalry  nienacinij^  their  line  of  retreat,  and  pelted  off  from  kopje  to 
ko|)je,  now  and  then  snipin^f  at  the  leadinL,^  squadrons,  and  occa- 
sionally plumpinu^  H  shell  or  two  into  the  British  midst.  With 
tile  Dutchmen,  Presidents  .Steyn  and  Kruger  were  said  to  be,  and 
these  worthies  made  a  desperate  attempt  to  rally  the  forces,  but  with- 
out success.  Some  say  they  even  shed  tears  to  encourage  their 
countrymen,  which  tears  had  evidently  a  damping  effect,  for  the 
Boers — some  14,000  of  them — retreated  all  the  faster.  They  were 
absolutely  demoralised  by  Lord  Roberts'  tactics,  and  felt  seriously 
injured  that  the  trenches  which  had  been  prepared  against  a  frontal 
attack  should  have  been  ignored.  They  had  been  so  accustomed  to 
be  attacked  in  front  that  they  Ijegan  to  look  uj^on  the  Commander- 
in-Chief's  "roundabout  way  of  doing  things"  as  distinctly  unfair. 
They  took  themselves  off,  and  when  General  French,  who  advanced 
ten  miles  ahead  of  the  main  body,  scoured  the  front,  he  re{)orted 
that  not  a  Boer  was  to  be  seen.  A  vast  amount  of  ammunition 
was  left  behind,  and  this,  including  several  bo.xes  of  explosive  bullets, 
labelletl  "  INhuiufactured  for  the  British  Government,'^  was  promptly 
destroyed. 

Good  news  now  arrived.  The  A  and  B  squadrons  of  Kitchener's 
Horse,  reported  missing,  suddenly  returned  to  camp  at  Paardeberg. 
They,  with  E  squadron,  were  cut  off  on  the  13th  of  P'ebruary,  and 
given  up  for  lost.  Though  E  squadron  was  captured  by  the  enemy, 
A  and   B   squadrons  succeeded  in  escaping,  and,   after  losing  their 
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bearings  .,n  ihr.  vdclt.  aiul  c.iulurin-  three  weeks'  somewhat  unpleasant 
experiences,  lound  their  way  into  salely. 

(Juantities  of  the  'I'ran^vaalers  disbanded  and  return,  il  t-.  th.ir 

arms.      In  ..ther  ([uarlcrs,  t..o.  pro-rcss  was  announced      (irn.ral 

Uilacre  occupied  lUir-hersdorp  and  (;en<:rai  Clements  iiad  reached 

r\oryals  1  ont.  and  thus  the  sporadic  rebelhon  in  Cape  Clonywas 

slovyly  l)eo;iinnn<r  to  die  out. 

The  army  advancc.l  and  f..rm(.-d  a  fresh  camp  bevoiul  Poplar 
(.rove,  where  on  tiie  8ih  and  9ih  more  of  the  tn.ops  Joncentrated 
1  he  force  was  now  movin-  tiirou-h  a  line  .irrassv  country,  made 
additionally  .i^reen  and  reireshin,sr  by  plentiful  rains',  and  the  horses 
were  improvint;  ,n  condition  ami  spirits,  while  the  men  were  in 
tirst-rate  fettle. 

On  the   loth  of  March  the  army  proceeded  onwards.     l!y  this 
time  the    l.oers  had   posted   themselve.  on  the  kopjes  ei-ht  nn'les 
south  <,t  Abraham  s  Dritt.     It  was  ima-ined  that  they  would  be  able 
to  oiler  htlle  resistance  to  the  advancing  force,   but  they,  however 
made  a  very  tietermined  stand. 


THE  fk;ht  at  driefontein 
On  leavlnnr  Poplar  Clrove,  Lord  Roberts'  force,  rearranged  and 
divided  into  three,  advanced  on  B1(m  mfontein  zwa  I  )ri(.fontein  a  place 
about  SIX  miles  south-west  of  Abraham's  Kraal  and  some  fortv  miles 
from  the  capital  ol  the  Free  State.      Along  the  Petrusber<r' Road 
to  the  r,<rht.   moved  Ceneral   Tuckers  division,  with   the  Gordons 
and  a  cavalry_  brigade.      1\k   central  column,  composed  of  Crneral 
Co  vies  division,   the  Guards   15  rigade  (General    Pole-Carew).   .'md 
Colonel  Hroadwoods  l)ngade  of  cavalry,  accompanied  Lord  Roberts, 
while  on  the  left   advancing  along  the  Modder  Rive. ,  was  General 
rench  wuh  Colone     Porter's  cavalry  brigade  and  General    Kellv- 
Kennys  chvision.      I  he  ranks  had  been  tilled  up  by  detachmems 
from  the  Modder  and  Kin^berley,  which  latter  place  had  S  con- 
verted into  the  advanced  depot.      Among  the  additional  troops  were 
he  Ceylon   Mounted   Rules,  a  soldie-ly  lot  and  much  admired  bv 
tli.jse  who  saw  them.      At    lo  a.m.    the   brigade   of  cavalry   under 
Colonel  Broadwood,  which  was  marching  in  advance  of  the  central 
column,  came  in  touch  with  the  enemy.     Their  position  was  a  strong 
one    an  open,  crescent-shaped  group  of  kopjes,  with  the  centre  a 
plateau,  dropping  on  all  sides  to  flat  ground.     At  the  extreme  end 
of  the  semicircle  (on  the  crescent  at  the  north-east)  was  posted  a 
formidable  gun.^and  this  weapon,  perched  on  a  commanding  kopje 
at  Abrahams  kraal,  protected  the  position  from  advance  from  the 
nor.h^west^     It  also  provided  the   Republicans  with  a  loophole  for 
escape.      Colonel  Broadwood  had  no  sooner  discovered  the  enemy 
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in  his  snake-shaped  army  of  kojjjcs  than  he  coniincnceil  to  slu-ll 
him  and  drive  him  forth  from  the  lower  projections  of  the  position. 
'1  hat  (h)nr.  he  then-  plantcl  his  nounted  mtantrv  till  reiiiforcenviits 
shoiiKl  (Mine  to  his  aid. 

On  the  rii^-ht  Colonel  I'.irter  had  now  ronv  in  contart  with 
the  foe.  Cieneral  I'Vench's  orders  were  to  avoid  inil.ro;^rli,,  ujth  the 
enemy  and  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  centre.      (  'n  a  messa«'-e 
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DiKF.rTiNf;  AN  Ar;MV  irom  a  Mii.itauv  liAi.i.noN. 

sent  by  Colonel  Porter  t^)  inform  General  French  of  the  presence  of 
the  Dutchmen,  the  infantry  division  chanc^ed  its  course.  They  now 
marched  twenty  miles  to  the  south,  reacliing  the  position  about  one 
c)  clock.  1  he  march  was  an  achievement.  Twenty  miles  across 
the  blisterin!^-,  blindinc:  veldt,  as  a  commencement  to'a  fic^hlinq-  day 
six  hours  in  len^^th,  was  a  feat  of  endurance  of  which  the  infantry 
division  might  well  have  been  proud.     The  change  of  course  had 
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tli.i  clTcct  of  avoiilin-  the  m-cessity  to  attack  Abraham's  Kraa' 
tlinii-li  at  the  same  time  it  tml.irtun.itely  left  open  liie  eiiemv-  lin-- 
ol  retreat  to  the  north,  uhich.  lafr  on.  he  was  not  slow  f.  n)ai<e  use- 
of.  W  ith  the  arrival  o|  General  !•><  nc  h  s  force.  Colonel  Hroadwoo.l 
was  tree  to  eontmiie  his  moveiumt  to  tl„:  h..tt  of  th(;  enemy's  posi- 
tion and  w.Mkm-  r.nuul  it.  found  himself  assailed  l.v  the  Q-poundcr 
ol  the  enemy.  11,.  nevertheless  pursued  his  .'nurse.  \,sunin.. 
Kronml  v,-ry  slowly  hut  surely,  and  l.y  nightfall  the  hri^^ule  ot  '^avalr'y 
had  worked  ei-ht  miles  to  the  rear  of  the  Dutchmen's  position 
Ills  llankin-  movement,  tluni^h  not  concluded  at  dusk,  resulted  in 
tiie  eventu.il  retirement  of  the  enemy. 

Meanuhile  in  the  ccntn-  of  ilu-  plateau  hot  flohtinLr  was  takin- 
place,  (.eneral   kely-kenny's  division  havin^r  made  a  bold  attack 
'"1   th<-   north   ol  the  stronghold,   whence   the  troops  were  -reef  d 
'■•">n  behind  ;i  screen  of  boulders  with  a  storm  of  shot  and  shdl 
I  he   Dutchmen,  sale  a.d   i-nisible.  could   not,  however,  succeed  in' 
arrestini^  the  do.u,t,red  advam..    of  the  Welsh  Regiment,  who  formed 
•snirT)     T         Jh;    aUack,V,c.    f„rcc.      They    went    on    and    on 
cU-spite  the  lierce  fu.-  laJe  of  Hie   I-\..derals.  their  numbers  ^^rowinL^ 
.n.>me,uanly  thmnen  b.t  tlvi.   nerve  and  perse^•erance  showing   no 
dminuti..n.      I  he   Hoet.s.   ingenious  as  ever,  offered  a   skilful   and 
stubborn    resistance    pourin^r  a   heav)    enhladin^r   fi,-c   from   koi.jes 
both   east  and   south-west,   while  they  plied  two   12-pounders  ^v  th 
intense  vi<^n)ur. 

From    the    south    n.)w  came    the    artillcrv.    T    D.itlt  rv    R  I  I  -\ 
sweeping  the  way  for  the  infantry  .advance,     'liut  they  had  n.'.  ,.asy 
task,      l.c-tore  they  could  .^n  into  .action  the  Vickcrs-M.axim  of  the 
ederals  commenced    Its  deadly  .activities.   .an<l   while  the   -^imncrs 
uere    unhmbenn,<,r    k,l  ed    hrst    one    m.an    then    another,    and    Laid 
low  several   horses.      I!ut  the   1  rave  artillerymen   undauntedly  pur- 
sued their  vvork.  and  presentl).  with  the  lo.^s  of  verv  f.w  minutes 
exchanned   hearty  ,crrcct.nns  with   the  weapon   uhicli   had   wrou-du 
sue     h.avoc  .amonn-  their  numbers.      At  this  tinu.  V  battery,  at  d:e 
m.r  h  o     the   Boer  centre,  .as  active,  but  later  on.  when  5he  ;6th 
lield    Lattery   moved    towards   the   enemy   with   a   view   to   clear- 
.n.^  .1  way  for  the  rush  of  the'   infantry.   U    I5atlery  joined   T   and 
toj^ether  they  blazcl  .away  at   the   ridges   held    1  y\l  c    Dutc  m    n 
But   throt:.,hout  the  whole   period   the?  pursued    t'heir   w<,,k   unir 
si  oun-s  which  unce.asm.n^ly  rained  down  from  the  rilles  of  th,.  f,,,. 
Meanwhile    the    W -Ish    Regiment,    supported    bv    the    Kssev   .and 

CCS    of  the  ridge.      Here,  at  500  yards  range,  a  crackling  concert 
nusketry   was    hear  ]    ,,,     h,,,,,,   ,-,.-        ^^.^,^  ;^ 

bborm.ess,    the    Bnti-h   uith   coolness  and  ..cJ^lracv.      Im-ohi    ti. 
centre  ol  the  position  the  \  orks,  supported   by  the  Ikiff^,  did  m.u- 
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nificcnt  work,  and  thi'v,  to-cdier  with  the  Essex  Regiment,  later 
oil  in  the  afternoon  be.i,^an  do^rorcdiy  to  ascend  towards  the'stone 
sani^rars  ot  the  enemy,  which  yet  vomited  forks  of  Hume. 

Now  they   crawled    and    now   they   wormed    themselves    alon-r 
throutrh  the  .irrass,  drippini^r  with  "ore  and  covered  with  sweat,  many 
ot    their  othcers   a;onv,   comrades  dropping  to  ri«,rht   and    to  left  of 
them,  while  the  hre  ot  the  enemy  continued   to  rattle  down  in  their 
midst.      Ihe-n,   as  the  fusillade  slackened,  they  leapt  up  and  made 
lor  the  nd,L,v,  takin;^r  ,t,    a;olm^  over  the  crest   with   i^litterin-  st(>el 
and    nnoin.L(   cheer,   and   hndinj;  not  one  sin^de   r,oer   had  awaited 
their  comin..,^      '1  he  Dutchmen  had  vanished  into  thin  air!     It  was 
a  maoiiilicent  deed— the  finest  that  had  been  witnessed  for  a  lon<^ 
time— but  It  was  dearly  paid  tor.      The  way  was  paved  to  IMoemfon''- 
tein,  but  with  the  corpses  of  the  honoured  dead.     The  brunt  of  the 
ti,i,duin--  tell  on  the  Sixth  Division,  more  particularly  on  the  Welsh 
and   I'.ssex    Rejrmients,  the  Ninth  Division,  with  the  Guards,  arriv- 
ing too  late  in  the  day  to  take  part  in  the  tight.     A  great  number 
of  otticcrs  were  put  out  of  action— so  many,  indeed,  that  some  of  the 
leading  companies   were   led,   and  admirably  led,    by   their  colour- 
scTgeants.  _   A   characteristic    feature    of  the    engagement    was    the 
Dutchmen's  slim  and  ingenious  mode  of  firing  a"  big  gun  from  amid 
a  group  ot   red  houses,  each  floating  a   white  flag' an  arrangement 
which  served  to  cover  the  retirement  of  the  enemv,  and  on  the  suc- 
cess ()t  which  he  doubtless  complimented  himself  not  a  little. 

At  dusk  a  splendid  sight  was  visible.  In  the  last  glimmer  of 
day  Lord  Roberts  and  his  staff  entered  the  central  plateau,  tollowed 
by  degrees  by  all  the  troops— an  imposing  force,  which  evidently 
determined  the  Hoers  in  their  resolution  to  make  themselves  scarce. 
1  his  they  did,  guns  included,  with  reallv  creditable  and  suri)risincr 
rapithty.  They  were  much  disheartened  by  defeat,  however,  and 
though  they  had  offered  most  stubborn  resistance,  the  character  of 
their  defence  was  lacking  in  evidence  of  the  determination  which 
iiad  hitherto  been  noticeable.  Among  the  mortally  wounded  was 
the  gallant  officer  commanding  the  Royal  Australian  Artillerv, 
ColoiK.l  I  mphelby.i  The  Boers  lost  over  loo.  but  the  list  of  our  ov\'n 
killed  and  wounded  was  a  long  one.  Amongst  the  killed  were  :— 
Captain  luistace.  the  Buffs  ;  Lieutenant  Parsons  and  .Second  Lieu- 
tenant Coddington,  I' ssex  Regiment ;  Captain  Lomax,  Welsh  Regi- 

rl,„-,'n''',?'?'VV'^""'"r'''   '^"•■^■-  ^--  ^•'"P'""ll'y,  wlio  die.l  Of  the  wounds  wliid,   l,e  rcrrivo.l 

K.  >al  A  .t-.d.an  R..,,nK.nt  ol  Anil!-  ry.  He  jcin.d  the  \-i.,„rian  Militia  ( lanison  Artilleiy 
in  l8.S4,and  iij  tlie  following;  year  was  appointed  lieutenant  in  the  remianent  Artilieiv  He- 
was  promoted  to  he  eaptain  ,n  l.SX.S,  n>a,or  in  .«.,,,  an.l  hrutenant-eolonel  in  lSg;.''sent 
■o,,-?*^';,,  I  V  "'^^",""■'•"l  ("'vomnient  in  l.SSo,  lie  passed  through  various  artillery 
/.ZT'l         1      "^v ">'',';'•'■  '■"'i'"'-'  '"  •^'■"^'"■■•vness.     I.ieulenant-Colonel   Tn.phelhv  was 

to  vol   i  i"  ''viT     "    ^'^'■'"'-^■'-■"'^••^''  ^f-  ^"'•■"•1<'-'  -'t  Aldershot  Iron.  lune  to  August '.si 

riic  \oi.  111.,      \  irli)..a.  "^ 
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The   Fight  at   Driefontein 

ment ;  Mr.  McKartie,  a  retired  Indian  civilian  attached  to  Kitchener's 
Horse  Wounded— Colonelllickson,  the  iJuffs,  Lieutenant  Ronald 
the  Buffs  ;  (  aptain  Jordan,  Ooucesters  ;  Second  Lieut.-nant  'I'ori<- 
in.^^ton,  Welsli  ke,<,Mnu.'nt ;  Second  Lieutenant  Pope,  Welsh  Rcrj. 
ment;  Second  Lieutenant  Wimbcrley,  Welsh  Re-jiment  ;  Capt.Tin 
Broadniead,  Essex  Re.i,rinient  ;  Lieutenant  Devenish,  Royal  Field 
Artillery;  Major  Waite.  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps;  Lieutenant 
lierne  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps;  Colonel  Umphelbv.  Roval 
Australian  Artillery  (since  dead)  ;  Lieutenant  C.  Berkeley  and  Second 
Lieutenant  Lloyd,  Welsh  Regimeiit ;  Second  Lieutenant  G.  H 
Kaleij^h,  Lssex  Reg-iment. 

The  Australians  came  in  for  a  heavy  share  of  the  fi'ditin^r  The 
1st  Australian  Horse,  brigaded  with  the  Scots  Greys,'\vere'' fiercely 
fired  on  by  the  enemy  as  they  advanced  to  within  800  yards  of  the 
wide  bend  of  kopjes.  The  New  South  Wales  Mounted  Infantry 
under  Colonel  Knight,  and  the  Mounted  Rilles,  under  Captain  Antill 
engaged  m  animated  i)ursuit  of  the  enemy  as  they  lied  towards  the 
north,  their  fleet  horses  showing  a  marked  contrast  in  conditi(^n  to 
the  jaded  steeds  of  the  English  cavalry. 

Lord  Roberts  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  the  brilliant  work 
performed  by  the  Welsh  Regiment  in  the  storming  of  Alexander 
Kopje,  a  feat  11.  which  ihey  displayed  consummate  "skill  as  well  as 
amazing  pluck.  Some  heroic  actions  took  place  during  the  day 
particularly  in  connection  with  the  supply  of  ammunition.;  which  ran 
short  owing  to  the  necessity  of  relieving  the  infantry  for  their  heavy 
march  of  hfty  rounds  apiece.  Some  dastardly  ones  were  also  prac- 
tised by  the  Boers,  who.  finding  themselves  in  a  perilous  situation 
the  artillery  in  front  and  a  squadron  of  mounted  infantry  hovering 
on  their  (lank,  hoisted  a  white  Hag  and  threw  up  their  hands  in  token 
of  surrender.  Naturally  the  British  accepted  the  sign,  and.  while  they 
were  approaching  the  Dutchmen,  some  others' of  their  number 
hastened  to  pour  a  volley  into  the  British  ranks.  Lord  Roberts 
hnnself  having  been  a  witness  of  this  treacherous  act,  remonstrated 
with  the  Boer  leaders,  and  ordered  that  in  future  if  such  action 
were  repeated  the  white  flag  should  be  utterly  disregarded.  The 
following  protest  was  made  by  the  Commander-in-Chiel":— 

Q    ?,^A /?"''''  i^^"?'^  ^'"^  ^''"^'^   Presidents  of  the  Orange   Free   State  and 
bouth  African  Republic. 

"Anotlier  instance  having  occurred  of  a  gross  abuse  of  the  white  flag,  and 
of  the  signa  of  holding  up  the  iiands  in  token  of  surrender,  it  is  my  duty  to 
inform  your  Honours  tiiat  if  such  abuse  occurs  again,  I  shail  most  reluctantly  be 
compelled  to  order  my  troops  to  disregard  the  white  flag  entirely 

'The  instance  occurred  on  the  kopje  east  of  Driefontein  "Parm  yesterday 
evening,  and  was  witnessed  by  several  of  mv  own  stnff-oftlrrr^  p.;  we!'  as  by 
myself,  and  resulted  in  the  wounding  of  several  of  my  officers  and  men. 

A   large   quantity   of    explosive    bullets    of    three   different    kinds   was 

105 


nil 


The  Trans\aal  War 


ij 
1 1 ,1, 


ml' 

m 


found    in   Cronje's   laager,  and   after  every  engagement  with   your   Honours' 
troops. 

"  Sucli  hrcaciies  of  tiic  recognisci!  usngcs  of  war  and  of  the  Geneva  Conven- 
tion are  a  disgrace  to  any  civilised  Power. 

"A  copy  of  this  telegram  has  been  sent  to  mv  Government,  with  a  request 
that  it  may  be  communicated  to  ail  neutral  I'owcr.s." 

I  he  I]()ci-.s  had  now  entirely  disappeared.  It  was  nevertheless 
hinted  that  they  might  be  collecting  in  some  new  and  unexpected 
reguMi.  The  ccjlumn,  however,  resumed  its  victorious  march,  pro- 
ceeding twelve  miles  without  com"  g  upon  the  enemy.  The  heating 
of  yesterday  had  produced  a  go  )d  effect,  for  the  Dutchmen  kep"t 
their  distance,  though  in  the  kopjes  all  along  the  direct  roatl  to 
Bloemfontein,  which  lay  due  east,  they  were  said  to  be  swarming. 
It  was  also  reported  that  Transvaalers  and  Free  Staters  had  fallcMi 
out,  and  that  the  former,  under  Joubert,  were  determined  to  make  a 
stand  behind  a  magnificent  entrenchment  that  they  had  built.  The 
advance  was  supposed  to  come  from  the  west,  and  consequently  the 
Boer  line  of  entrenchments  extended  .some  six  or  eight  miles  from 
the  town  facing  towards  Barn's  \'lei.  There  were  shelter  trenches, 
made  not  on  the  kopjes,  but  about  a  hundred  yards  out  on  the 
plain  beneath.  They  used  .sandbags,  and  had 'gun  epaulements 
besides.  In  addition  to  all  this,  they  had  made  sangars  and  piles 
of  stones  on  the  kopjes.  Unfortunately  for  them,  our  troops  made 
a  cunning  detoia,  which  again  dislocated  the  Dutchmen's  prognunme, 
and  forced  them  in  their  mountain  fastnesses  to  sit  inactive,  while 
the  cavalry  was  wheeling  south  to  the  outskirts  of  Bloemfontein! 
Here  there  were  no  fortifications  and  very  few  Boers. 

_  Mr.  Steyn  now  secretly  left  P)loemfontein  for  Kroonstad.  as,  in 
spite  of  Mr.  Kruger's  representations,  it  liad  been  decided  to  sur- 
render the  cai-^ital  of  the  Free  State.  Lord  Roberts,  who  had  sent 
in  a  lonnal  demand  for  surrender,  received  ro  reply.  General 
Joubert  made  preparations,  with  some  3000  men,  to  avert  the 
surrender,  but  his  approach,  veritably  at  the  eleventh  hour,  was 
barred  by  the  clever  manteuvres  of  the'  British.  This  splendid  piece 
of  work  was  executed  by  Major  Hunter- Weston,  R.E.  He  was 
sent  by  General  I'rench  to  cut  the  railway  north  of  Bloemfontein. 
and  thus  preclude  any  chance  of  Boer  interruption  to  the  triumphal 
progress  into  the  t(nvn.  In  the  dead  of  night  the  Major,  with  se\cn 
men  of  the  field-troop,  all  mounted  on  i)icked  horses  (a  precaution 
that  was  very  necessary  considering  the  hard  work  done  by  the 
troops  both  b-fore  and  after  the  relief  of  Kimberley),  started  on 
their  hazardous  expedition.  Darkness  crampe],  tho'ugh  it  cloaked 
their  nicn-ements,  and  the  ground  over  which  they  sped  wa-.  seamed 
with  dongas  and  many  impediments  ;  and,  moreover,  i,  wide  sw;'ep 
had  to  be  made  to  avoid  B(j>er  pickets.     Before  the  peep  o'  day  they 
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reached  their  destination.  Then  they  be-an  to  search  f,>r  a  place 
suitable  for  demoht.on.  They  came;  .,n  a  culvert  supported  with  iron 
-irders  one  of  which  was  hastily  but  cautiously  prepared  by  ,)lacin- 
two  lo-lb.  char-es  of  gun-cotton  a-ainst  the  web,  which  was  hrrd 
within  twenty  minutes.  Then,  with  .•.,  detonation  that  seemed  to 
shake  theday  into  dawnin.or,  the  line  was  comnletelv  wrecked  and 
rendered  impassable,  and  Joubert.  whose  "sr  .-ial''  was  timed  to 
arrive  at  Bloemlontein  at  S.io  a.m.,  lost  his  last  chance  of  interferinii 
with  the  proceedinos  I  This  in  itself  was  an  excellent  couh,  and 
particularly  serviceable,  since  it  secured  to  the  Dritish  the  use  of 
twenty-six  Ocomotives  at  a  time  when    :^ey  were  much  needed 

General  brench  had  also  seized  and  destrox  ed  some  portions  of 
he  railway  south  of  Bloemfontein.  His  headcjuarters  were  made  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  Steyn  s  brother-who  had  tried  unsuccessfully  to 
get  away,  and  was  forced  to  remain  at  his  farm— while  the  troons 
were  now  posted  at  different  points  outside  the  town,  and  were  in 
comparison  with  t^eir  former  state,  in  clover. 

Kariy  on  the  13th  the  ist  Cavalry  P.ri<rade  moved  slowly  towards 
some  kopjes  to  the  east  of  IMoemfontein  and  occupied  them        All 
knew  the  great  day  was  come  when  Lord  Roberts  with  Keilv-Kennv's 
and    Colviles    divisions,    the    Guards    I^rigade,    and    the'Mount'ed 
Infantry  would  be  presently  marching  into  the  Free  State  capital. 
\\  hereupon  the  adventurous  journalist,  determined  there  should  I'e  no 
pie  without  the  impress  of  his  finger,  put  his  best  leg  foremost  and 
decided  to  lead  the  way.     The  correspondents  of  the  \Sydncv  Herald, 
the  Da^lyAczvs,  am    the  DaUy  Tc/ccrraph  were  seen  like  madmen 
•spurrmg  over  the  plain.      There  was  ten  to  one  on  the  favourite,  the 
hurleigh  veteran,  and  the  Colonial  was  onlv  backed  for  a  place,  vet 
he  It  was  who  won  !     They  were  received  in'  the  Market  Square  with 
beams.         here  was  a  shade  of  relief  even  on  the  most  surlv  counte- 
nances      Mr.    braser,    a   member  of  the   b:xecutive,   the   Mavor  of 
bloemf;,ntein,    and    others,    "bigwigs   of    15.,"    as    somebodv  'called 
them  came  out  and  did  the  hon.,urs.      Thc^^e  gentlemen  were  invited 
to  take  carriages  out   to   welcome  the    British  force,  which-dinlo- 
macy  being  the  better  part  of  hostility-they  accordinglv  did.      In 
starting  they  encountered  the  first  of  the  Hriti.sh  victors?  Lieutenant 
Chester- Master,   with    three   of  Remington's  scouts.      At  last  they 
came  to  the  Chiefs  halting-place,  and  the  surrender  of  the  town  wa's 
made  known.       I  he  mediaeval  ceremony  of  delivering  up  the  kevs  of 
arhament  and   Presidency  was  gone  through.       b\,rmalities  over 
Lord    Roberts    made    the    gracious    assurance    that,    provided    no 
opposition  wa,s  offered,  the  lives  and  properti^.s  of  the  Hlo,.mfont-:n 
public  w;ere  safe  in  his  hands.     Having  notified  his  intention  to  entrr 
the  capita!   m  state,  the   Mayor.   Landrnst,  and  others  departed  to 
acquaint  the  townspeople. 
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T-  A    n;.mc   of    milk   and    honcv,    of   (lowers    and 

..^•cry    vouv     l,rc:athccl    of   pastoral    si.nplicitv.    of   luscious 
uul  lowin-  k„,e,  ..t   -anibolli,,.,^-  ^^unc  and  purlin-  stream 
A  nan.c:  tor  a  poet  to  conjure  with  !  a  talisman  to  awaken  the  m<'llow 
mus.c  ot  a   Mernck  and  recall  the   soul   of   Walton    to   benevo.-nt 
rcjo,cm-,s  m  the  "s.^dus  and  sounds  of  the  open  !  n.lscaoe  ■'      )   „. 
orti.nately,  the  mellilluoi.s  name  was  not  derived  (m^n  the  German 
ior   llowcrs  or  from  the  melody  of  fountains.      It  our-d  its  ori<ri.,  to 
a  hoer  peasant  who  stood  -odfather  to  the  hamlet  ar.d  ;>Iso  ^,  an 
adjacent   stre-am.      Mere    in    other  days    the    innocent    Xoertrekker 
unpacked  his  wag,<^ons   and   set   out.   his   little    farmstead,   choosin- 
l^rcen  risini,.  j^round,  an  oasis  i.  the  s.ndv  veldt,  and  the  nei<rhbour": 
hood  of  a  relresh.n,!,^  rivulet  tot  comforts  sake,  and  not   .ecause  h, 
.oresaw  that  in  fifty  years  this  spot  would  b    the  central  scene  in 
one  of  the  lan^rest  dramas  of  the  world:      I.    the   year    i.'^...    the 
I  nion  Jack  first  waved  its  protective  folds  over  th-   home^read       At 
tmit  penoa   ,t   was   ce.nverted   into   the   official   ab-Kde   of  a    British 
Kesident   a,.i  froni_  that  time,  with  an  expansion  which  was   trulv 
british,  the  imy  vri-.^re  devdopt-d  till  it  became  a  town,  and  finallv 
passed  over,  ii:oM-h    British  apathy  and  dislike  fbr  responsibilitv, 

hw^''.  "  '  '•/",'  ^'%  ^'T''-  ^^"^  ^'^^'■^  't  niio-ht  and  would 
have  reniauied  iiad  not  President  Steyn.  who  owed  us  no  -rudce 
and  with,  whoin  ue  were  on  the  best  of  terms,  decided  to  put  his 
w5n  ;'V'^^,  ^''P^,^'"^^tic  pie,  in  the  hope  that  some  of  the  plums 
would  fall  to  his  share  1  hus,  in  his  greed  for  power  and  his  con- 
tempt lor  the  British,  he  embroiled  his  country,  and  bein<r  unable  to 
defend  his  capita  ,  was  forced  to  scurry  off  to  his  birthplace"  Winbur- 
some  miles  to  the  east,  where,  with  the  assistance  of  his  forei^ni 
mercenaries,  he  yet  hoped  to  save  himself  from  the  conseciuences'^f 
his  Ill-advised  interference.  So  it  came  to  pass  that  on  the  1 3th 
of  March  1900,  thirty-nine  days  after  the  commencement  of  his 
great  march,  Lord  Roberts,  with  the  macrnifkent  British  armv 
m   his   wake,  moved   unopposed   towards   the  capital   of  the   Free 

The  entry  into  the  town  was  an  imposing  spectacle.  The  Mayor, 
Dr.  Kellner  the  Landrost,  Mr.  Papenfus,  and  Mr.  Fraser.  as  we 
know,  had  driven  out  in  a  cart  to  meet  Lord  Roberts,  and  four 
mdes  outs.de  the  town  the  keys  of  the  town  were  given  up.  Then 
the  ^leId-^Llrshal,  the  most  simply  dressed  man  in  his  whole  army 
appeared  at  the  head  of  a  cavalcade  a  mile  long.  I  le  was  followed 
by  his  mihtary  secretary,  his  aides-de-camp.' the  general  officers 
on  his  staff  with  their  respective  staffs.  Then  canie  the  fbreic^n 
attaches,  some  war-correspondents,  and   Lord   Robt   .      Indian   ser- 
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At   Bloemfontcin 

vants,  who  contributed  a  warm  note  of  colour  t(3  the  sombre  filcis  of 
kharki.  After  this  came  a  serpentine  train  of  cavalry  and  .t,nins,  which 
entered  the  city  at  one  o'clock.  It  was  the  most  wonderful  military 
display  that  has  been  seen  for  years.  A  oij^rantic  army — not  a 
peace  but  a  war  army,  not  the  crude  army  of  .Salisbur\'  I'lain  but 
the  jK-rlected  article,  the  army  minus  its  raw  recruits  and  plus  its 
trained  reserves,  which  owed  its  maufnificent  development  to  the 
man  whom  Lord  Wolseley  has  called  "the  .i^^reatest  War  Minister 
we  ever  had.  "  Lookint,^  at  the  splendid  physique  of  the  warrior 
multitude,  it  was  impossible  for  military  men,  even  those  who  had 
criticised  most  severely  the  short  service  system,  to  deny  that  to-day 
the  triumph  of  Lord  Cardwell's  principle  was  com|)lete  ! 

The  crowds  collected  from  far  and  wide,  all  business  was  suspended, 
and  knots  and  cliques  ij^athered  to,!^-ethcr  to  witness  the  procession 
movinijf  up  the  slopes  towards  the  town  itself.  Cheer  after  cheer 
rantr  through  the  air,  kerchiefs  waved  and  blessings  were  prayed 
for,  as  the  procession  marched  through  the  collected  crowd  and  on 
into  the  market  scjuare.  Lord  Roberts  then  went  to  the  Govern- 
ment Buildings,  and  took  formal  possession  in  the  name  of  the 
sovereign.  TJiere  was  renewed  cheering  and  singing  of  "  God  save 
the  Oueen,"  when,  half-an-hour  later,  at  twenty  minutes  to  two,  a 
small  silken  Union  Jack,  specially  worked  by  Lady  Roberts,  was  seen 
tloating  over  the  town. 

The  day  jiassed  without  notable  incident.  A  public  holiday  was 
observed,  and  the  kharki-clad  crowds  rejoiced  the-mselvcs  by  sing- 
ing "Tommy  Atkins"  and  feasting  right  royally.  They  were  quite 
undisturbed  by  the  scarcely  complimentary  remarks  of  the  Burghers, 
who  compared  them  in  number  and  colour  and  appetite  to  a  .swarm 
of  locusts ! 

iMr.  Steyn's  brother,  who;  it  may  be  remembered,  had  failed  to 
get  away  with  his  belongings  in  time,  remained  discreetly  at  his 
farm,  where  he  entertained  General  French,  and  subsequently  Lord 
Roberts.^  One  of  the  curious  features  of  the  entry  into  the  capital 
of  the  Free  State  was  the  extraordinary  welcome  given  by  the 
inhabitants  to  the  conquerors.  Regiment  after  regiment  filed  past 
to  the  tune  of  hearty  cheers,  and  surprised  pleasure  at  the  orderly 
and  humane  entry  of  the  enemy  was  visible  on  every  face.  While  the 
public  offices  were  taken  over  by  Lord  Roberts'  staff,  the  banks  were 
visited  by  Colonel  Richardson.  This  officer  was  accounted  one  of 
the  heroes  of  the  hour,  for  sufficient  praise  could  not  in.  fivf  i\  to 
the  achievements  of  the  Army  Corps  or  to  Colonel  Riciiardson, 
whose  task  of  provisioning,  foraging,  and  transporting  40,000  men 
and  1 8, 000  horses  savoured  of  the  labours  of  Hercules.  There 
were  quibblers,  of  course  ;  but,  practically  considered,  all  had  gone 
off  without  a  hitch,   and  the  whole  arrangements  moved,   as  the 
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phrase  is,   "cm  j^rcascd  wheels."  the  inlluence  over  all  o{  the  be- 
loved "liobs"   iiavini;  been  simply  niaj;ical. 

The  next  day  Lord  Roberts  inspected  the  (Ju.irds  i}ri,L,'ade, 
complimented  them  on  their  splendid  march,  anil  expressed  his 
re,i,n-et  that  thrcjii^di  a  mistake  he  had  been  unable-  to  enter  jlloem- 
fontein  at  the  head  of  the  l)rit,'ade.  lie  consoled  them  by  savint^, 
"I  will  lead  you  into  I'retoria ! "  In  these  j^^acious  words  tire- 
troops  were  rew.irded  tor  'i  ir  disnp; .ointment,  for  the  Chiel,  though 
he  had  promised  tl  ■  n)  Inad  them  into  the  town,  had  tiiKifly 
decided  that  it  was  expedient  to  enter  the  capital  without  waitin«r 
fur  the  infantry. 

The  (iuards  Bri.u;ade  had  made  a  magnificent  manh  of  thirty- 
eight  miles  in  twenty-eight  hours,  taking  from  3  i-.m.  on  the  12th  to 
I  r.M.  on  the  13th,  with  an  interval  of  only  !>'■  -     :-id  a  half  hours  for 
sleep.     Yet,   in  spile  of  this,  and   of  naving  been  in  some  of  the 
toughest  fights  of  the  campaign,  they  were  cheery  and  elated.      ( )n(; 
of  their  number  (the  Scots  (luards)  described  their  arriv.d  :— "  We 
waited  thrt:-  hours  outside   IMocmfontein   for   Lord    Roberts,  as  we 
wen-  told  th,.  the  Commander-in-Chief  wished  to  ride  at  the  head 
of  the  Cuards   Brigade  mU)  the  town.      But  he  did  not  come,  and 
our  Colonel  got  orders   to   go   in   on   his  own.     Our   reception    in 
Bloemfoniein  wt)uld  have  surprised  you.      It  was  ([uite  funny  in  its 
way — not  in  the  least  like  entering  an  enemy's  town.      The  peoj)le 
simply  came  forth  and  cheered  us  as  friends.     A  small  group  of  nuns 
who  came  out  to  meet  us  wish(;d  us  '  (/ood  evening,'  and  said  we 
were  \ery  welccjme.      To  myself,   a'<  an    Aberdonian,    it   was   v  ry 
home-like   to   pass   by   a    shop   with   the    inscription,    '  Bon-Accord 
Restaurant.'     The   proprietor   was   standing  at   the   dcjor   shouting 
himself  h  arse.      I  v\.is  not  surprised  alterwards  to  learn  thai  he  was 
a  pure  Aberdonian.      W'e  camped  outsitie  the  town,  and  next  day 
Lord  Roberts  reviewed  the  Guards   Brigade.      His  Lordship  made 
a  short  speech,  in  which  he  complimented   us  on  our  rapid  march, 
and  said  he  was  sorry  he  had  not  been  able  to  lead  us  into  Bloem- 
fontein.      '  But,'  said  his  Lordship,  '  I  hop<;  to  be  at  your  head  when 
we  go  into  Pretoria.'     W"  all  gave  three  very  hearty  cheers  for  the 
Commander-in-Chief.  wh(    'uis  always  been  the  soldier's  friend.     W'e 
would  follow  him  anywhere." 

To  return  to  the  closing  events  of  the  momentous  15th.  At 
8  I'.M.  a  telegram  wa  .  sent  home  describir  ^  with  simple  brevity  the 
entry  into  the  capital: — "  Fri;m  Lord  Roberts  to  the  SecreMry  fur 
War.  —  Bloemfontein,  March  13,  8  r.M. — B\-  t'.c  help  of  God  and  by 
the  bravery  of  Her  Meijesty's  soldiers,  the  troops  under  my  c  >m- 
mand  ha\-e  taken  possession  of  IV 
now  dies  over  the  Presideiv.  v,  vacate 
late  President  of  the  Orange  Free  St, 
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on   the    14th,   in   uliiili   tl,.-  Chief 


An   army   order  was   is-M 
i>aicl  :  — 

"On  February  12  tl.is  force  cro  .ed  the  hour.ciary  ot  the  IV.e  State  •  tluve 
days  later  kin,l)c,lcy  was  rcliovcl ;  on  ll.c  liltcentl.  dav  tl.c  I  ulk  o    .l/e  I    'r 
army  u.ulcr  ot.c  of  tts  mo.t  trusted  ,,cn<rals  was  n.adc  rVil',,       o.wl  '  sevc  , 
teemi    day  news  came  of  ti.e  relief  of  I.adv.s„utl,  ;  and  „„  Ma  ch  ,  rtvve  u 
Z:X^T  "^  '^•^"'"'-—  ^^'-  °P-— .  tl.c  capnal  of  JheV;  "S 

"  I  liis  is  a  record  of  wliicli  any  army  would  be  proud— a  record  ul.i,-!,  ,•  ,,1  1 

r^t^diityi-s-^^sk^it-^^^^^ 

endurance,  cheerfulness,  and  gallantry  whic"!!  b^y^'d'^H^', 'aisc^•^^  '^  "' 

Lord  Roberts  added  that  he  desired  esp.-ciailv  to   rrfcT  to  the 
hero.c  sp.r.t   with  wh.di   th.  wound.d    had    borne   their   suflVri.v^ 
I\o  word  n..r  murmur  o(  complaint  had  been  uttere.I.     The  anxietv  of 
all  when  succour  came  was  that  tlieir  comrades  should  be  attended 

So  the  -reat  march  was  over-the  hurry,  the  fati-ue.  th..  loss  of 
l>Jc.  the;  perpetual  anxutu  ,  had  bro„cdit  about  the  d.'sirable  end- 
and  the  tremendous  l.rst  act  in  the  historic  drama  of  the  centtirv  was 

nc-ar.n-  ,ts  conclusion.      I kin-  back  on  the  difficulties  tha't  had 

been  surmounted-the  movement  of  some  40,000  men  and  .0000 

uadiupeds  across  over  100  mil.s  of  mostly  drv  veldt,  wlu^v  water 

Nv.is  scare-  and  heat  tropical,  and  wh.  re  the  enemv  lurked  in  masses 

:;; ':s 'ho'T^'"^^ ''"'  ''^'^  ^'"'^'^^  -''  -tcrvais-ti:":;;^^ 

appeared  ultle  sh.u-t  ol   miraculous.      Ko^v  the  curtain  was  shortly 
mf  f    'ir'"!      L   ''"'   rT  "'"  '^'''  •'^'"■""^  ■•-^'  ^^"  -'^  ^^'--^'l^  -'Hi 
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MArEKIN(i    IN    1  I'liRlARY 


TIIH  investment  was  much  less  close  than  formerly.  Owing 
to  the  increasing  activity  in  other  parts  of  the  theatre  of  war, 
Coloti'-'l  Haden  1  owell  was  relieved  of  tlie  pressing  atten- 
tions  tliat  were  pre/ioiisly  Ijestowed  on  him.  Now  lor  the 
first  time  he  found  himself  in  touch  with  the  outer  work!,  for 
telegraphic  communication  was  restoreil  in  the  ilirection  of  flabe- 
rones,  about  ninety  miles  north  of  Mafi  king,  and  from  thence  a 
bi-weekly  sei  ice  of  runners  was  instituted  lor  the  conveyance  of 
letters  and  telegrams,  of  course  at  ihe  owners'  risk.  There  was 
d'-light  all  round,  and  "Old  Bathing  I'owel,"  as  contempt)rary  Car- 
thusians used  irrexerently  to  call  him,  made;  haste  to  rejoice  the 
hearts  of  those  at  home  with  a  report  of  his  doings. 

On  the  4th  of  h'ebruary  the  eticjuette  of  the  Sabbath  was  broken 
by  an  accident.  The  machine-gun  at  h'ort  Ayr  was  fired,  and  tin; 
enemy  w.is  not  slow  to  repl\-.  Lieutenant  Orenfell,  unarmetl  and 
without  a  flcig  of  truce,  pluckily  went  out  to  tender  apologies  for  the 
accident,  ble  was  met  by  the  Hot-rs,  who  exchanged  for  a  llask  of 
whisky  two  copies  of  the  Standard  and  Dig^i:;crs  Ncivs,  containing 
glowing  accounts  of  Hoer  victories  on  the  Tugela !  h  needed  more 
than  the  contents  of  the  ilask  to  correct  the  dismay  occasioned  by 
the  lamentable,  if  exaggeratid,  news  of  the  abandoiunent  of  .Spion 
Kop,  and  the  inhabitants  could  only  console  themselves  by  remem- 
bering what  a  stupendous  and  gratuitous  liar  the  Hoer  could  be. 
Luckily  for  them,  they  only  accepted  half  of  the  Dutchmen's  tales, 
and  had  learnt  by  experience  that  the  art  of  editing  Boer  journals 
was  depcndcMit  on  imaginative  rather  than  realistic  talent.  b'or 
instance,  "one  who  knew"  described  the  methods  of  Volkstcni 
thus: — '"When  you  knew  it,  something  could  Ik;  cxtract(!d.  The 
key  to  the  mystery  was  this :  The  paper  always  published  the 
exact  opposite  of  what  had  taken  place.  For  instance,  a  few  days 
before  Cronje's  capture  it  had  a  grand  headline — 'Cronjc;  the  Captor.' 
And  underneath  came  the  astounding  statement  that  Croiijc  had 
cornered  900  British  Lancers  on  tlu;  Koodoosrand.  Alas!  lor 
Cronje  and  his  Lancers!  They  existed  only  in  the  editor's  fertile 
imagination."  So,  notwithstanding  th(;  report  of  reverses  elsewhere, 
the  large  heart  of  Mafeking  was  still  bent  on  bursting  its  cramped 
shell,    "if  antiquated  methods  of  warfare  were  carried  on  in  other 
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Mafeking  in  February 

parts  of  South  AlVica,  they  were  certainly  not  i.ursuccl  here,  for 
Colonel  Baden-Powell  was  a  modern  of  the  moderns,  'rhc  secrets 
ot  the  enemy  s  tactics  were  at  his  fmners'  ends,  and  wliere  science 
failed  to  match  them  resource  came  in.  lie  knew  how  to  make 
dynamite  spit  and  scream  and  threaten;  he  studied  the  problem  of 
tension  and  the  art  of  playinn-  on  the  nerves  of  his  adversary,  and 
Cronies  remark,  "Not  men.  hut  devils."  made  as  that  redoubtable 
one  shook  the  dust  of  ALUekin.o;  off  his  shoes,  must  have  been 
he  dearest  complnnent  the  Colonel's  heart  could  crave  The 
Colond,  in  a  despatch  forwarded  to  Colonel  Nichols<,n-an  officer 
wlio.  with  a  small  column  and  armoured  train,  held  Man-we 
1  alapye,  and  other  places  on  the  rail  -dated  I'ebruary  12,  des<  Hbed 
ins  activities  : — 

"MAri.KiNc,, /v/vvA.vT  12. 

On  tlic  3rd  mst.  our  Nordcnfeldt  was  cliicny  occupied  in  preventing;  ii>c 
enemy  ironi  completing  ti.eir  new  work  on  tlie  nurtiicrn  slope  of  the  south- 
eastern heights.  Assistance  was  rendered  by  our  seven-pounder,  en.nlaced 
...  the  busii  to  tiic  east  ol  Cannon  Kopje.  The  enemy's  siege-gun  renlied 
vigorous  y.  During  that  n.ght  the  enemy  were  nervous  a.ul  reslless,  and  kept 
h.-.ng  volleys  at  our  working  parties,  being  appa.entlv  ap,,rehcnsivc  of  attack 
ri.e.r  hnng  continued  until  dawn,  when  tlic  work  in  our  trenches  ceased 

J  here  was  a  curious  incident  at  Fort  Ayr  that  Sundav.  Our  machine-gun 
here  was  fired  accident.nlly,  and  the  enemy  replied.  Lieutenant  Grenfell  u^^nt 
out  and  apologised  for  the  accident.  Though  the  gnn  h.-ul  been  llred  and  the 
enemy  had  replied,  he  did  not  take  a  flag  „f  truce  with  him.  The  Hoers  m  t 
if  whiskv''''  '"^'  ''''"  ""''''-'"  "*"  '*''•■  ^^^""^'"■'^'"^'^J^'^:^^rs'  A\:cs  for  a  Hask 
"  On  Monda3'  ti>e  5th,  irregular  sheding  continued  all  dav.  In  the  eveiiin- 
heavy  rams  (ell,  but  the  enemy  kept  up  the  h„mbarchneut  tilf  midnight,  linn.,  a 
new  incendiary  shell,  which,  however,  failed  to  take  eObct 

busv  ^'n,'' iil"sll'T  ''"'  ''  ^'f  ^■''"'•3-  f^ombardment,  and  the  sharpshooters  were 
bus.v     Ol    the  bth  the  enemy's  sicgc-gun  llred  one  .-lull  only 

On  the  nth  the  enemy  were  quiet,  being  cii.i^aged  in  fortifying  their  bi- 

gun  emplacement,  .and  generally  preparing  to  resist  attack  from  crutsidc      A 

good  uea    of  niglu-hnng  was  exc'liangcd   between  our  outlying  positions  and 

tho.sc  of  the  enemy,  volleys  being  fired  at  short  ranges 

wnc"l^l^"^'  '^''^\  ^'"■'  '^"^"'^■/^■^■'■c  f^i'ly  quiet.     Mr.  Dall,  a  well-known  citizen 
was  killed   anc    two  Cape  boys  were  wounded,  while  two  natives  in  the  tow 
were  killed  and  some  lour  wounded." 

,  The  circumstances  of  Mr.  Dalls  death  were  deeply  tragic,  for 
his  wife,  who  was  in  the  women's  laa-er  at  the  time,  (,n  heaVin..  of 
the  news  vvas  ha  f-distracted  by  the  shock.  Owin,,.  to  the  ^aiex",us 
affair  the  dance  that  was  to  have  taken  place  was  po.stponed  to  the 
loilowiiiLj^  day. 

_     CoKinelP.aden-Powell   issued  an  order  which   broke  to  the  be- 
sieged the  information  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  had  requested 
them   to  hold  on  till   May.      Hearts  dropped   to  zero!     If  i>rwperly 
conserved,  it  was  belie\ed  that  provisions  might  be  eked  ou't  till  the 
VOL.  iv.  ,,3  ^^ 
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THUISDAV,  ZSrn   JASUART,    1300. 


With  Uua  number  commcDcea  the  »ub- 
U-rriuicoua  production  of  tho  ila/ckin.j 
Mail  .Sia,o  Sjpa,  which  wc  hope  will  now 
ftppeu  vnih  llic  aamo  iiiij.rcas.v.;  roi^- 
l*rity  that  d-stmijurshva  oux  rwiueat 
for  aabsonpUon.i,  Wc  rogrot  the  lon^  la- 
Hrval  between  the  publicilion  of  this  snd 
tbo  last  'Bsue,  but  our  eiAil  are  not  oon- 
cbophdea,  and  the  one  ahcU  through  tho 
otBco  iTe^wd  a  K-are.  It  was  th.:reforo 
nooessary  to  make  a  bomb-prouf  for  Hio 
composing  to  bo  done  in  ;  ai  wc  would  bo 
the  last  to  ooe:-M  anybody  to  oontinoo 
their  avocation  iiiider  cniditions  wiiiob 
norve  failure  made  terrifying,  eitn  tliuugh 
wo  beliovoU  but  little  in  tho  eiinleme  of 
tho  danger.  We  think  our  fnends  will 
agree  that  tho  eircum.slinccs  under  win  h 
the  slipn  arc  now  being  produced  may  cer- 
tainly be  reijardcd  oa  mtcreslmgl}-  ci- 
ceptiooal. 


The  Bank  will  be  open  on  Sunday  frrjm 
0  till  10  a.m.  to  receire  dopoait.i. 

Inconi  ection  wiih  Banka  and  Ranking 
Affairs  we  mil  attention  t»>  the  General 
Order  regarding  the  iaaiie  of  B,iiik  nulea, 
alao  one  annnuncingthe  advent  of  a  [viper 
currency.  Thii  order  clearly  eeiabLahea 
theno  notes  a  legal  tender,  bnt  does  n.)t 
limit  the  amount  of  any  one  payment  It 
would  bo  interesting  to  know  whether  as 
this  isau.'  IS  t.i  Ivilin'^e  tlie  silver  siiert- 
fall,  the  limit  of  a  legal  tender  will  be  the 
aame,  i---    £2. 


In.  our  la.n  i^.'ie  we  gave  aeynopsi.i  of 
tho  fele(,Tiims  and  paragraph  appe.iring  m 
tho  .Vnfiil  lri(n>',>j,  relating  to  Lorl 
Methaen'a  column,  that  beingthenne  to 
which  we  are  most  ii.teri^stedly  dirwlin^ 
our  attention  and  feoling  more  euh.'in 
regaivling  ite  movement.'.  In  to-niurrow  ,s 
•Up  wo  will  try  to  collw-t  all  tliat  is  re 
liable  reg.trding  the  oilier  pnrtinin  of  the 
force.  Tr^day  we  hav*  only  npa.e  to  re- 
produce the  notice  publiihe.i  yent-irday  for 
puiilic  information  br  tlu'  tj-ilorel  Com- 
manding. 


UTEST  NEWS. 


The  following  nmvs,  winrh  haa  been  re- 
ceived to-day  up  t  1  the  18tli  instant,  is 
published  for  inlormation 

Oanerml  situation  rem-iinri  much  aa  be- 
for<».  I-ord  Roberts  hasarrivcdm  Sotrth 
Africa  with  I,ord  Kit-hener  vi  h.a  Chief 
.'^t.lff  OfUcvr,  and  rcinfcrccmentsare  JiUy 
arnviag. 

Ill  Natal  Sir  n.  BuIIer  is  sHll  South  of 
th«  TiigeU,  and  a  big  engagement  is  ex- 
pected iliortly- 

A  det«niiine<l  attac'f  w.is  made  on  Ijsdy- 
emithinth^  ftth  instant  and  was  rcruilsed 
With  hv3vy  loss.  Tliepla- e  IS  iniprognahle. 
The  troops  li-ive  a  gnod  dtial  of  siekucas 
there,  ir  wiii  be  glad  to  get  '-nt 

Lord  Methiien  occupies  a  string  p-isi 
lion  on  Modiler  Itivcr.  and  had  repairc-l 
tlie  rvilwry  and  bridge  and  is  awaiting  h.s 


reinf.ircementa  in  a  strong  position  Kon- 
beriey  la  well  aupj-bij  with  f.'..d  iiid  la  not 
clmsly  inveBtod.  Similarly  Ueuer»l  Gat- 
a.-r.-  13  cntroncheii  m  a  Btnlii^  i.osu.iu  jt 
MJtono,  thereby  prevontmg  iLo  B.'.rs 
iiitetl'enng  with  the  f'.ir-,  Elizabeth  Lnu 
lo  the  >'ree  State  and  Kirabcrley. 

Geneml  Frcnoh  ba«a:;ainpu.sLe<!forwara 
from  Arondal  to  Oolesborg  lindge  after  a 
(iKC^aful  fight.  Uoisnowrep.irtc.l  tube 
surrounding  llie  enemy  at  Ooli-sbrrg 

Tho  Boers  have  got  every  availAble  man 
in  tho  lield  now 

L'p  Ni.rth  Colonel  Ilujner's  force  isncw 
at  G»liejonee  with  advanced  force  and 
armoured  train?  in  touch  with  tliv  B  .era 
near  ("roc.i,lil»  I'ools.  Tlie  Boi  r«  iiaie 
retired  within  their  own  b-irder  and  .\re 
oc<.-u|iyiug  a  atrong  poeition  with  ariiilerr 
tliere.  Colonel  I'linncr  is.  however  n-t'. 
t:ng  hu  arril;.-ry  down  irrm  the  N-.nti, 
including  a  big  .juu-k-arinj  guo,and:...pts 
shortly  to  clear  them  out. 

The  natives  there,  wl..i  liadbcen  helping 
tho  Boors,,  are  n  iw  d.-s.  n  I'g  Hum  an. I 
rtTwn  thi-m  very  short  of  fmd. 

Lord  Kolierta  telegriphs  t.i  il;,-  Csil.mel' 
0>mman.ling  Ju.s  wur-n  eongralulations  --n 
^I«feking'_s  plucky  d.^eiiei-.  ii.  only  wi,,hes 
ho  could  get  help  U)  us  ,ii  once,  and 
(imeetly  hopeswe.su  mailable  to  h.. Id  out 
f -r  a  ttm  weeka  more,  when  the  slttjation 
will  ba  changed-  This  we  can  do  for  a 
few  monihj  more  if  reqniroil 


Mafeking   Garrison. 


GENERAL^ORDERS. 

Bi)  Colonel  II.  S.  .■i.  nulm-PowrU, 
Commanding  Front: 7r  Fvrc''. 


MirKKHiu,  23bd  Ja.vriBl.   1900. 

V'tfnr  Currency.- Lhiin-^  to  tin  s.  ai^ity 
of  a.lver,  it  lias  been  found  nt-cessary  to 
i«ue  a  paper  currency  for  .-.mail  amouiita 
(namely,  3,.,  .2,.,  Is.,  9d.,  Oil,,  and  3d.). 
This  will  be  rt.sieemable  ontiietermin.'tt,  Ml 
of  the  riie^e.aiid  la current foriu  full  face 
value.  All  pcisoiis  are  tiiereforc,  WArued 
that  refusing  to  a.-cept  ;  charging  .om- 
mission  on  ;  or  Jiaying  less  than  tl.c  toU 
face  value  of  th*s  currency  is  ilU^i  anti 
will  render  the  offender  Iwble  to  sever* 
penalties. 

MilT.Kivii,  22sn  J.».MriRT,  1900- 
iMur  otJUnk  .V,.(,-,i.— It  IS  n..-„ned  f-ir 
gonerai  loroNoatinn  that  tho  ColonelOoiu- 
raandln,;  has  authitns.-d  the  issue,  by  the 
Ioi-jI  branch  of  ilie  Standard  Danli.  of 
erta.n  Soles  it  £1  jnd  £5  fl-e  value 
re(i[ic.-tively  on  Banks  outside  the  l-mita  yf 
the  Cape  CJulony 


SlArtKiMi,  ISrn  Js.vcinv.    1900 

/>i>7.ii«Wion  0/  thf  En">i»  I  Fnrfr — The 
enemy  have  moved  the  big  gun  from  ils 
position  OP  tho  .Sintli-easiern  heights  t-i  a 
safi-r  one  East  of  the  Ilace  C'l'rae.  Tho 
cred.t  ft>r  nitkitig  tliim  eva-i.-ite  their 
jii.siiioii  -s  dje  III  lii-is,  V  CO.  sandmen 
who.  under  I.-.spwtor  M.irsli'j  ot.ieri.  Iiavo 
rocupiesi  the  nli -ih.i-.l  S  K  iren.ties  and 
br.u,i'it  so  c!Ie-ti»»a  Uiu  tu  lw4. -ui-jUtlic. 


105th  day  of  Siege. 


gnn-  To  t'-ia  r»«ult  the  :;^i  w-  rk  drno 
by  the  Nonienfeldt,  under  Low  and  Wul- 
lioUiud,  greatly  aininbu-.™!,  and  aiso. 
.iwrll.ularly,  tlw  a.'iari«boo'ii-g  of  tJie 
11  -S  A  J'.lKe  and  ■Be..hi.aiu.ind  Riiien, 
in  li.e  i-liaiicfd  posuiniiB  gain«l  by  ijor- 
f«ii.  Co,!;  (hir  Artillery,  under  Maj.jr 
I'an/e.-i.  J.al  alvi  jt.e«n  lliem  ii  ..:..-  Jivs 
Ixiinbardni-.-nt  how  u-aate  the  r  po-ilwn 
"a.-  .f.i;  any  :;nieu.r  .^unscho  ie;,ahcli 
It  a^.im.  Til.,  eii.niv  luve  n  iw  liad  to 
leal..  'Iieir  chosen  pu^.r...u  aLjliL.-  i.pone 
lose  .vivanageou.tull.cuisulves,  and  opens 
up  lo  ui-  much  zr    ind  to  the  .Sc.i') 

VaruiyCunrcrt  Comftftitvtn  — T:iieu«n- 
petition  was  »,ljudged  by  tho  CVi:nmitteo 
t  .  have  l.ein  w.-n  by  the  troupe  of  Uir 
Cape  Pobce,  wl.  so  perforuiiii  ,3.  was 
on  all  bands  a/roed  lo  be  a  tirst-ratf  one. 
At  the  same  time  llie  thanks  of  the  com-. 
uiuiuty  are  due  als-i  to  the  other  trou|ie« 
wli",  tlioiigli  unsuix-c-sflful  111  taking  the 
yruc.  nevtrtheleaa  allorded  great  enUT- 
taii..-:..'!-.  by  tlu-ir  clev-r  pirfurman  «. 

'■'o^rj'int,'  Fora^.—ln  future  a  Oimpo- 
ait.-  Korage  Ilati.iu,  via.,  10  lbs  per  horse 
per  day.  will  be  issued  on  nyi-ipt  it  7-d(iy 
r.-siuisrtions  from  the  A.S.C  Iiepol, 
Isaacs  .Store.  The  wed  b.iies  conlaimiig 
the  lorai'e  on  its  lir-t  .ssue  iuilsI  be  re- 
tlirnod  the  ftlliiwi:..;  day  lo  tiit  Oef«t,  as 
only  a  very  l.miled  numli.  r  eiisl  f.>r 
bagging  tho  ration  from  tiii.c  i.i  tjne. 
(>-C  'a  of  t'lrpa  and  L'n.:s  aro  roqm'red 
therefore  to  make  their  own  arrangemtnts 
for  storing  tho  Co-npostte  Forage.  AU 
perwons  drawing  tija  Composite  Korage  m 
i^niall  quantides  or  on  p.i,vnu':it.  are  re- 
iimreil  t«.  provide  their  own  aacks, 
111-  ^r,l,r, 
E    n.  CBOIL.  Major. 

Ci_cf  .<i.ii  Officer 


Meat  Rations. 

"^^nXH  referonre  tn  a  Not  ire 

in  thfi  "  Miiffkiiifr  .M.nl, 
(latcd  1.3th  inat.,  re  rf.lutiiic;  tim 
Fresh  -Meat  H.ituin  to  }ili.,  it 
13  considered  di'-irublc  net,  to 
reduce  tho  Uatinti  at  present 
It  will  therefore  still  be  i-;-.ueJ 
lu  the  a.iuie  proportion  as 
hitlierto. 

NOTTCK. 
TOWN  DAIRY. 

QWIXr.  to  the  dem.ind  for 
.Mill;  for  the  sick  mid 
woiiiitled,  also  for  the  wnnieii 
and  ehilciren,  supplies,  e\rept 
only  to  the  above,  is  iiluu- 
tantly  stopped  from  date  until 
further  uotice. 

E.  MUSSOX. 
Mafekir.:',  18th  .Tan.,  l!««i. 


iiil.'.ls,JVjsj|»     C    .\.H    It'talu. 


F.vc-si.Mii.ii  Of  Issue  uv  25111  January  lyoo  or  niii  .U.i/ch'/ij,'  Mail. 
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iht?  j'VKi  wirk  doQ» 
undiT  Low  JiuJ  MijI- 
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!Jomposite  Kor»:;e  ai 
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T  owTi  sacks. 

COIL.  Major. 
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Queens   b.rtlulay     but    the    c,t,ality    of   the   fare    was    bad    enoL.^h 
v.thout  consKlerat.nn  of  the  ciuantit)-.      The  men  were  to]        7. 
were  .^.une   or  anytun,^  ;  but  the  wo.nen-^-helplc-s.s.  worn   t.m'rv  d 
s urrouncKjd  by  chddren,  and  linmed  to  the  conhne    of  an      !^^'  n' 
aa^cr-  hey  made  an  additional  tangle  ,.,  the  already  kno    y  s  ^^ 
tion.      i  he  townsfolk  o(„„,^.  to  the  posts  in  the  trenches   with  r 

Zc  :^d;*;ve^'H  '7f '"'  '^n  ^'^""^  ^^^  burden  .^ ;,;::;,,. '^; 

.rumL^ed  little.      It  sit  out  as  Sabbath' de^i;;:;;:.  '^r 'the^::;n:;; 
K,ndu.s  .ume  smart    L  nion  Ja.ks  which   had  been  worked  by 
lad.es  m  the  town,  and  the  dauntless  ones  en....red  in  a  concert     l-' 
l>ro,rrannne  of  which  was  vastly  appreciated.  ^1  eo.    •  '  V'  w-^  f 

known  talents  came  in  hamlv.  for  he  nlaved  the  Ch,-  •  .1,V  -  \f  .V 

1  ron  the  .esthetic  I'adereu ski  (with   his  hair  on)  to  a  Whiiech  n  -1 
Coster  ,s  a  p.od  jump    but   the   ..dlant  Colonel    who  h a '       .       " 

e'    n;   I  1    ■'     •  "  ""'^'•"  ''''  '^''''  ^•'■■'^■■■^'^  ^'overnment.  ..s    Jt    o 
ov    I  rv  11^'  '"""•■  =-^l"-^^-^"^^^^i'»'^.  l^owc^ver  various.      After  th  s 

yn  ud.ty  a  ball  was  attempted,  but  alas !   with  sorry  .success       Hefon 

'  had    bc-un.       jhey    trunl    to   dance.      It    would  have 

c^ni  a  case  ot   Xero  „ddlin^  while    Rome   was   burnin-       A  ^    f 
officer   arrived    or.lerm-  all  to   fall   in.       .S,.,,n   then-        ^a  ^vn!  , 

nu,   al.im,   the    -allopiuLr    M^xun    ton;    throu^rh    the   blue  obscurity- 
lui,   (luakmof  aivniish         I'ii<.    !!,>,. ,-u-   i-      ^  i     •     ,•  •^'    ^^•"^^" 

">-'^ "i.'i"™;.'ii  1,''^.  ':;;r:,.'x;;:'>:  ?:  ;;;:;^r-;::r: 

tK     i,,lh    til.:    .,;,miu.rs   a,;,,,,,    ,„.,.lo    tlu:ms.:lv,;.,   ..rfn.sivi-    l-v   J 
■avo„„„n.  ,„  ,,„  ,„e  ,In„,-,„ill,  and  ll„.y  su™.,.d,.d    ,    t     Ir'-for    ' 

1 1 ; 
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The  Trans\'aal  War 

The  unfortunate  officer-one  of  the  most  popular  fellows  and 
.IS  ga  lant  as  he  was  jolly- nexer  rallied  after  receivincr  the  fatal 
buXd  "n/  ""  ^'"^  iollowin,.  day.  In  the  evening  he  was 
bured.      I  he  solemn   nte  was  conducted  with  simplicity  tnder  the 

he  ri";crf\c"""r  :^'^   "'^"T^"   ^'^^  ^^^^"">'  •^-■'-  -'^    -^^tened 
regret  round  the  open  grave.  ^ 

The  Boers  somethnes  endeavoured  to  affect  jocosity.  I-rom  the 
advanced  trench,  which  was  some  hundred  and\en  vards  fron.  e 
besiegers  mam  trench,  their  voices  could  be  heard  travelling  on  the 
breeze  1  he  prelude  to  their  attacks  began  not  seldom  with  "  I  krc 's 
a  good  morning  to  you,  Mafeking."  or  Other  remarks  of  cheerv  or 
persona  nature.     I  hen  rattle,  nutle,  and  one  of  the  British  band  would 

etr^lted    '-n'  W  '''?''""'  an  amusing  if  tragic  ruse  was  pei- 

etra  ed.  1  he  Boers  were  known  to  be  fond  of  music,  and  some  one 
of  he  tormented  hit  on  the  happy  idea  of  performing  for  the  benellt 
"/en';''^  "'"''?;""  ^'^^1--S-  brcast\vas  soothed.  The  Boers 
ne'  rer  tZrr  T  "  i I  ''"^'^'"'  '?  ^'''"'V  ^■^"'-^'I>lured.  they  advanced 
nearer,  neai  er.  I<  mally.  two  enthusiastic,  inquisitive  heads  protruded 
from  cover— protruded  never  to  protrude  again  ! 

I  he  Boers  soon  began  to  try  the  expedient  of  attacking  Mafekin- 
by  proxy.  Assaults  were  made,  or  rather  attempted,  by  a  moiv-re^l 
force,   composed  largely  of  mercenaries-Germans.   Scandinavians, 

t^, '"dhnrF""''  n';T\'^"  '■'■'']  ^^''''^f^'y  "'■-^^"•"ed  empties"  from 
he  gallant  Lmera Id  Isle)  ne'er-do-weel's,  who  felt  it  necessary  at  times 
to  do  something  lor  their  living.  These  were  assisted  bv  natives 
who  were^  pressed  into  their  sc-rvice  to  make  a  convenient  paddin.: 
for  their  front  in  advance,  for  their  rear  in  retreat,  as  they  took  ..nud 
care  to  save  their  own  hides  when  retirement  was  obli-ratorv      "^^ 

fortunately  their  artillery  practice,  which  was  patiently 'kept  un 
was  very  inferior  otherwise  Mafeking  would  soon  have  been  in 
ruins.  _  On  one  afternoon  the  enemy  plied  his  siege-gun  and  another 
gun  with  great  vigour.  Out  of  eight  rounds  one  ^hot  besprinkled 
two  of  the  besieged  with  dust  ;  a  SiKuinder  gun  from  one  c.uartcr 
and  a  i-pounder  Maxim  from  another  filled  the  air  with  deplorable 
detonations  for  two  whole  hours,  yet  happily  no  life  was  lost.  To' 
this  hot  lire  the  inhabitants  replird  only  with  their  rilles.  It  was 
wonderful  m  what  good  stead  their  rilles  had  stc.od  them,  and  it 
was  thanks  to  them,  and  not  to  the  Government,  that  the  town  had 
been  saved  at  all. 

The  difficulties  both  at  Kimberlev  and  Mafeking  were  the  result 

of  the  obstructive  policy  adopted  by  the  Colonial  Government  before 

he_  outbreak   ot    hostilities.      While   the   storm-cloud   hung   on   the 

horizon.  Kimberley  had  appealed  to  Mr.  Shcreiner  for  periiu-ssion  to 

.send  up  from  i  uri  IJizabeth  Maxims  which  had  been  .)rdered  bv 
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he  De  Heers  Company,  and  the  licence  was  n-fused  on  the  -rround 
that  there  was  no  necessity  to  strengthen  the  dHences  of  the^  <n" 
he  appe.-tls  from   Maf.km.g  were  treated  in  much   the  .ame    v^ 
^ic  at.thormes  at  theCape  suggesting  that  there  was  no    "   s.^^; 
believe  that  the  situation  demanded  extra  precautions  ' 

ngenuityand  pluck  had  been  the  backbone  of  Hritish  defence 

shells  u ere  cast,  and  even  powder  manuf ictured.      Thus  the  alarm 
lest  ammunition  should  run  out  before  th,.  arrival  of  relief  wa    all  ved 
lie   great   ambition   of  the  garrison    was    to    conip'ete     ^   '- „cl 
howitzer,   and   thn,w   "home-made   shells    from   a   home-n  Pce      u 
with  home-made  powder."  ^^ 

Major  13aillie  described  with  some  pride  the  self-contained  nature 
of  the  community:  "We  have  our  bank,  our  ordnance  factory   nnd 
our  police;  and  we  flourish  under  a  beneficent  and  remote^toc'racy 
And  now,  as  regards  the  ordnance  factory,  it  was  started  for  the 
"lanufacttire  of  shells  for  our  7-pounder,  for^hot,  brass   md  in    for 

here'bvl>  ?"r"'  ''u  '"^  '"  ''r^''''"'  "'  5-poundei  '1.^(15 
clrn  ng-bands.  1  hese  have  all  proved  a  complete  success  and  too 
much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  Connely  and  C  oughlai    of  the  1  oco 

ereu";tri?''''l"r^S"'''  'i"^""  ""'"''"^"^^  ^^^^  ^'^  ^'^  factory  As 
great  a  triumph  has  been  the  manufacture  of  powder  and  the 'inven- 
tion effuses  by  L  eutenant  Daniels,  British  South  Af  Poli  "  and 
the   (damorgan    Artillery    Militia,    which   render  us   secure    'unfns 

and  wiii :;;:;,;  brrT'Tr  ^  ^^'"  ^^'^^  -^  being  ^n:;^;;t;;r:d 

anc  will  short  >  be  used.  I  his  factory  s  of  Ion-  standin<r  but  rhr- 
authorities  had  not  allowed  us  to  allude'  to  its  existence  "^'" 

mus?be'carcr";r"''T'  T'  r"-'  T"^'"^""^^'^'-  <■'"•  "^--vnufacture  it 
must  be  cal  ed-the  art  of  making  the  poor  skeletons,  at  one  time 
known  as  horses,  into  succulent  meat.'  Some-  declared  u  e 
mimber  of  cats  and  dogs  was  visibly  thinning,  but  no  e  la  !  pry 
ux,       osely    mto    the   workings    of   the   wonclerful    machinery    t    U 

J,  „t  ,  "1""'^"''  "*.  '^''  ^''••'^-^torate  Regiment's  horsel  wc^ 
slaughtered,  and  any  others  that  were  shot  by  the  enemy  ere 
passed  on  to  the  commissariat.  '       '''^"'"^>    "<-re 

A  soup,-kitclien,   under  the  supervision  of  Captain   Wilson    wis 
opened  for  the  ptirpose  of  supplying  some  600  natives  .1  Ziri 
.ng  Inod,  and  rendering  them  contented  with  the  vicissitudes  o    fate 
e     ompotiiu,   was   scarcely  inviting,  and    resembled   a   thii'l-nue 

.ati^^n.!  t;;;e;h;:  w^  s!:;;^^  -  ^^  "'^ ''  -''''  -^^^^  -  ^-■'^'  - 

pot  was  adde;i  rarious  meals 
consist 
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The  Transvaal  War 

The  blacks,  iiulctid,  suffered  less  than  the  whites.  The  latter 
\V(.Te  payiiiLj  a  s^iiinea  a  da\-  for  very  scant  fare,  while  the  15aralon»4s, 
who  were  earning;  from  is.  to  2s.  od.  a  day,  were  able  to  sustain  life 
on  half  their  wattes,  and  save  the  rest  to  buy  lu.xuries,  a  wife  possibly, 
when  the  stress  of  the  sicL^e  was  o\'er.  The  yount;  children  suffered 
most  of  all.  for  malaria  and  unsuitable  food  played  havoc  in  the 
women's  laa^^^er,  and  the  grave\;u\l  was  j'llled  with  small  victims  to 
the  Imperial  cause. 

About  the  middle  of  the  month  the  P)()ers  became  abnor- 
malh'  acti\e.  and  for  several  days  sounds  of  diiji'i^inij^  and  picking- 
su!;gested  that  they  were  throwin^j^  out  new  trenches  beyond  those 
the\-  .already  manned  in  the  region  of  the  brickfields.  The  full 
significance  of  the  activity  was  discovered  by  Sergeant-Major 
'i'aylor,  who—  in  charge  of  three  pits  which  formed  tlie  most  r.d- 
\,inced  post— suddenly  c^spied,  some  fifty  yards  in  advance  of  the 
limit  of  the  Boer  trenches,  a  hostile  figure!  The  apparition  wore  a 
(lerm.an  uniform,  and  Sergcant-Major  Taylor  was  soon  aware  that 
the  enemy  were  intending  to  sap  th(!  IJritish  i^osition.  Colonel 
Baden-j'owell  was  informed  of  the  impending  danger,  and  at  night 
a  counter-.sap  (!Xtending  loo  yards  w.is  thrown  out,  from  which  point 
it  would  be  possible  for  the  besieged  to  lire  on  the  new  work.  The 
tension  of  the  situation  was  extreme,  b^ighty  yarcis  only  separated 
the  combatants,  and  the  enemy  continued  to  burrow,  ap[)roaching 
little  by  little,  while  th(;  British  continued  to  harass  them  in  their 
labours  by  ;ui  active  fusill.ide  whenever  a  chance  presented  itself. 
But  the  operations  c<~)ntinu(xl,  and  every  hour  brought  the  Boers 
nearer.  At  last  a  night  c.ime  when  the  enemy  had  almost  reached 
his  goal,  and,  moreover,  h.id  moved  the  Creusot  '^vm  to  a  position 
on  the  .south-e.'istern  heights  so  as  to  command  the  entire  .area. 
With  due  precaution  the.  cU'fenders  tried  to  occupy  the  ad\anced 
posts,  but  the  Ivxm"  firing  was  so  correct  and  persistent  that  the 
[josition  was  rendered  untenable.  .Sergeant-Major  Taylor,  a  splendid 
fellow — who  more  than  once  had  ventured  eavesdropping  to  the  edge 
of  the  Boer  trenches — and  four  others  were  mown  down  in  their 
gallant  (efforts  to  save  the  situ.ition.  Th(!  enemy,  satisfied  with  his 
exertions  in  this  direction,  now  began  to  turn  his  attention  to  the 
forts  in  the  rear — <a  bad  nio\  e.  for  while  the  Dutchmen  hammered 
in  that  region  the  British  rapidly  seized  the  occasion  t<i  construct  a 
traverse*  .across  the  mouth  of  the  sap.  This,  of  course,  was  not  carried 
forward  without  .attracting  the  attention  of  the  enemy,  who  fired  r:i.-,t 
and  furiously.  lUit  the  t;isk  was  .accomplishetl.  alter  which  th(;  Boers 
and  the  British,  worn  out.  rested  from  their  hostilities.  For  a  day 
.uid  ;i  night  th(!  Boers  were  in  occupation  of  the  advanced  hole  and 
the  sap  that  h-ad  been  carried  from  it,  but  it  was  soon  recaptured,  ;uid 
the  connection  ma.de  with  the  Boer  trenches  blown  up  with  dynamite. 
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Mafeking   in  February 

On  the  20lh  llu;  Protectorate  Regiment  <;ave  a  dinner,  wliich 
turned  out  to  be  quite  a  luxurious  repast.  Invit.itions  were  sui)ple- 
mented  by  the  recjuest  to  brinjj^  their  own  bread!  Some  of  the 
officers  shot  a  few  Iocust-l)irds,  "small  as  quail,  which,  when  carved 
judiciously,  went  round  amon^,^  the  .t^uests.  Added  to  this  there  was 
a  suckin.t,^  pi--,  obtained  none  knew  whence,  but  nevertheless  most 
welcome. 

On  the  22nd,  .Serjeant-Major  Looncy  of  the  C^nmissariat  was 
sentenced  to  five  years  i)enal  .servitude  for  the  misappropriation  of 
comestibles  and  stores,  whicii  had  been  '^ohv^  on  for  .some  time. 
'1  he  Commissariat  was  reori^ranised  by  Captain  Kvan  (Armv  Service 
Corps)  with  untirin,:.,^  enerny  and  economy.  To  the  .sou'p-kitchen 
went  everythin,L,%  scraps  of  meat,  or  hoof,  meal,  unsifted  oats,  bran, 
aH  were  turned  to  account,  and  food  of  a  sustaininir,  if  not  luxurious 
kind,  was  provided  for  every  Oiie.  At  this  time  the  lioers  were 
.LirowiiiL,'-  despondent,  and  be.i^an  to  doubt  their  chance  of  forcin,t,r  the 
town  to  surrender.  From  a  conversation  overheard  bv  .some  wary 
ones  who  had  crept  close  to  the  enemy's  trenches,  it  appeared  tliat 
Tresident  Steyn  had  ur^ed  Commandant  Snyman  to  carry  the  town 
by  storm,  and  afterwards  to  come  to  the  rescue  of  the  b'rce  Staters 
with  his  force,  but  the  I5ur<,diers  had  expressed  their  opinion  that  it 
was  now  too  late  to  take  Mafekini;— they  should  have  done  so  the 
tirst  week. 

_  'Ihe  inhabitants  were  very  pleased  with  their  own  ini^rcnuity.  and 
m  their  ordnance  workshops  the  manuficture  of  shot  and  shell  went 
on  apace.  '1  he  mechanics  of  the  railwav  works,  by  a  svstem  which 
seemed  to  act  on  the  lines  of  a  conjunn--  trick,  turned  out  from 
the  shell-lactory  about  filty  nninds  a  day.  No  waste  was  allowed. 
Even  the  fragments  of  the  enemy's  shells  were  utilised.  The.se  and 
scraps  of  cast  iron  were  purcha.sed  at  twopence  a  pound  for  smelting, 
and  twopence,  it  must  be  remembered,  was  now  a  maj^niilicent  dis- 
bursement, as  money  was  .crrowin^-  more  and  more  scarce.  Curiously 
eiiouj^h,  the  present  foreman,  Conolly,  was  at  one  time  mana,L,fer  of  the 
.shell  department  of  the  ordnance  factory  at  Pretoria,  where  he  per- 
sonally supervised  the  manufacture  of  the  lartrcr  shells.  Me  now 
necessarily  took  a  parental  interest  in  the  shells  llunfj  into  Mafekin.i; 
by  the  Poers'  Creusot  gun,  and  also  in  tho.se  new  ones  that  were 
Hung  out  of  Mafeking  as  a  result  of  his  own  and  others'  inventive 
genius!  A  good  deal  of  shelling  took  place,  ami  that  on  the  :;  ^,rd 
was  .said  to  be  a  salute  in  honour  of  [ndepeiidence  Day  in  the 
Orange  I-ree  State.  The  inhabitants  of  Mafeking  would  not  have 
pudg^;d  their  enemies  the,  to  them,  distressing  attempt  at  festivity 
had  they  then  known  that  four  days  later  the  death-blow  of  that 
independence  woultl  l)e  .struck,  and  the  salute  was  destined  to  be  the 
last  ni  the  history  of  the  Republics  ! 
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F.irc  was  -rowui;^^  mnro  and  more  mcT^Tc.  Ilorsonesh  was 
clivcr.siticd  by  brc-ad  made  from  h..rsc  fora-c ;  waKT.  t..  say  tlu- 
Ji;ast  of  It,  was  bccomm,^r  intcrc-siintr  „n]v  to  bactrrioloMJsts  The 
n.itive  ]K>jMilatioii  for  the  most  part  star'vcl  ;  ihcv  n<,w  and  tluMi 
indulged  in  a  raid  and  brou.;ht  back  fit  hire,  wh'ich  for  a  dav  or 
two  had  a  visible  etiect  upon  their  ebon  skeletons,  but  they  brought 
It  at  tlie  risk  of  their  lives.  '"^ 

L'ninterrupted  dehi.L,a-s  of  rain  made  existence  a  perpetual  miserv 
t  !<•  trenches  and  also  the  b<imb  proof  shelters  were  Hooded,  and 
the  hapless  inhabitants,  saturated,  lied  into  the  open,  uncertain 
wliether  death  !)y  fire  was  not  preferabjr  to  death  bv  water  The 
first,  at  all  events,  pnmiised  to  be  expeditious,  wh'ile  the  second 
otiered  prospects  (^f  pn.lon-ed  sousin-  and  exquisite  tortures  of 
endunn.cr  rheumatism.  D.dly  the  state  of  affairs  became  less  toler- 
able. JyphoKl  and  malaria  stalked  abroad,  and  in  the  children's 
and  women  s  laajj^cT  dii)htheria  had  set  in. 

On  the  25th  a  messa^^re  was  received  from  the-  Oueen.  Its  effect 
\yas  electrical.  It  was  vastly  hcartcnin-  to  feel  ;7nd  t.)  know  that 
tile  -reat  Soverei-n  herself  knew  and  sxnipathised  with  the  history 
ot  tile  stru.<,r<rlcs  and  privati.Mis,  the  lovaltv  and  pluck  of  this  little 
hamlet  in  a  remote  corner  of  Her  Majesty's  possessions.  It  seemed 
more  possible  now  to  starve  patriotically,  and,  with  everv  mouthful 
of  nauseatm.q;  mule  or  horse,  to  put  aside  p.rsona!  discomfort  and  to 
remember  the  jrracious  fact  that  each  individual  was  a  symbol  a 
sorry  and  dilapidated  one  perhaps,  but  nevertheless  a  symbol  'of 
the  majesty  and  mi-ht  of  Greater  15ritain.  In  addition  to  the 
royal  m^ssa-e  there  came  two  days  later  the  stimulating  intel- 
ligence that  kimberley  had  Ix'en  relie\-ed,  and  that  Lord  Roberts 
was  advancincr  on  Hloemfontein  ! 

On  MaJLiba  Day,  all  made  sure  that  some  sort  of  attack  mi-dit 
be  expected,  and  they  prepared  to  welcome  it  with  a  salute  from 
the  new  howitzer  gun  which  had  engaged  the  genius  of  the  sie-e 
ars.-nal.  I  he  Boers,  however,  were  quiet.  A  good  deal  of  psalm- 
singing  took  place  in  the  Uoer  camp,  while  the  besieged  put  iIk'  bio- 
gun  through  his  paces.  "  ** 

pV'-^  ^\"'"^^'''^>'  ^^■■'^^  observed  without  sackcloth  and  ashes. 
IMaleking  had  b(;en  enjoying  Lenten  abstinence  lur  months  iiast 
and  therefore  when,  at  the  service  on  the  following  Sabbath  tiie 
parson  reminded  them  that  it  was  the  fast  se.ason,  everv  one  in 
the  church  enjoyed  the  joke  so  hugelv  that  smiles  were  with  diffi- 
culty suppressed.  As  one  of  the  cong|-e-ation  afterwards  su-ocsted 
they  had  had  so  much  "  I- xtra  Speci.d  "  fasting  that  thev  ou-vht  to 
be  let  off  Lenten  obliga.-ons  for  fiw  years. 
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CHAPPER     V 

A 'I    (  111  i:vi:  LKv   Ar.Aix 

ON  tlic  Sth  of  I'chriiary  riciu'ril  BuH'r  a'jain  rctifrd 
across  the  Tugchi,  I'lc  realised  that  liis  wlmlr  llank- 
injr  niovt'mcnt  had  been  a  failure,  and  ihou-h  the  ill- 
succi  ss  has  l^een  attrihr^rl  t,,  many  causes,  we  may 
safely  say  that  the   niaii  se  of  the   fiasco  was  th-' 

iilsutficient  rapidity  with  which  the  scl  was  conducted.     Napoleon 

declared  that  Hank  marches  should  h.  .is  short,  and  executed  in  as 
briel  a  time,  as  i)ossil)le.  Celerity  and  concealment  in  these  cases 
must  go  hand  in  hand,  and  when  crU'rity  is  overlooked  concealment 
becomes  hnpossible.  Delay  had  L,M'ven  the  Uoers  the  oppnrtunit)-  to 
.shift  their  positions  and  produce  a  new  front  e\<n  more  powerful 
than  that  at  Colenso.  The  General's  idea  had  been,  after  takiii'^ 
\'ail  Krant/,  to  entrench  it  as  the  pivot  of  further  operations  bu't 
the  experience  of  two  days'  hard  fightincj  tau.^dit  him  that,  owiiv^  to 
the  nature  of  the  j^^round.  and  the' despatch"  of  tlu;  Dutchmen,'~'lhe 
plan_  was  far  from  practicabN.-.  The  position  w.is  found  t.i  be 
dominated  in  every  direction  by  the  enemv,  and  unless  \'aal 
krantz  could  be  held  secure!)-  durin;;  the  advance  to  Ladysmith, 
it  was  thou.crht  advisabk-  not' to  ho]d  it  at  all.  I'or  tiiis 'reason 
the  Nat  d  Field  b'orce  returned  to  Chievelev,  the  ori<,nnal  scene 
ot  operations,  where  the  "Red  Hull,"  as  tlie  Boers  called  him, 
with  mdomitable  ener<jy,  planned  out  a  fourth  scheme  of  attack. 
It  was  now  to  be  directed  aj^-iinst  the  Hoer  left.  Th(.'  battle 
of  the  15th  of  Decemljcr  was  mainly  directed  aL,rainst  the  Hner 
ri,L,dit,  as  there  were  reasons  to  believ'e  the  rii^ht  ti)  be  the  weaker 
of  the  two  tlaid<s.  That  attack  had  failed  for  reasons  we  know. 
Circumstances  havinnr  chaii,!^a'd,  and  more  Lnms  and  men  bein;,^ 
now  ,ii  his  disposal,  the  (leneral  determined" to  direct  his  ener'^Mc's 
to  tlie  r)oer_  left.  The  task  was  ;i  complicatei!  one.  P„,th  rTver 
anil  hills  twist  themselves  mysteriously,  and  seemin-ly  in  conspi- 
r;;cy  with  lioer  notions  of  defence.  For  instance,  tlie  river  .ifier 
leavini:  Colenso  (which  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  Hoer  centre) 
twists  invisibly  into  the-  sh'eke-r  of  the  imprei^niable  kopjes,  and 
takes  a  direct  turn  towards  the  nortli,  the  rebvpassiiT^r  in  front  of 
the  15.  er  ri.i^ht  and  in  rear  of  the  IJoer  left.  '  \\\  takm-  to  them- 
^:elves  possession  of  I  Hail-wane  the  enemy  had  n'lade  thnr  position 
almost  unassailable.     This  formidal)le  left  ran  in  a  series  of  trenches, 
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sancjars,  and  rille-pits  from  Colenso  [)ast  the  thorn-bushes  by  the 
river,  antl  on  to  the  powerfully  fortified  hill  of  Hlan^wane.  I'rom 
thence  it  was  extended  over  the  rid_L,^e  called  Green  Hill,  and  farther 
to  the  companion  eminences  of  Cin_t;olo  and  Monte  Cristo,  and  the 
nek  tiiat  united  them.  The  lirst  thino-,  therefore,  to  be  done  in  a 
plan  for  turninn^  this  formidable  position  was  to  take  possession  of 
Hussar  Hill,  which  was  accomplished  on  the  14th  of  February,  from 
which  day  and  on  till  the  27th  fighting  without  cessation  took  place. 
Some  one  called  it  the  fighting  march,  for  it  was  a  series  of  fero- 
ciously contested  moves  from  Chie\'eley  to  Hussar  Hill,  and  thence 
via  Cingolo  Xek  and  Monte  Cristo  Ridge  till  the  Boer  line  had 
been  turned  and  the  British  forces  had  placed  themselves  diagonally 
across  the  left  of  the  IJoer  position.  Having  worked  round  in  a 
species  of  hoop,  which  crumpled  the  Boer  left  1  ■'^ont  it,  and  having 
deposited  men  and  guns  to  mark  as  milestones  the  victorious 
advance,  a  frontal  advance  was  soon  made  on  Green  Hill,  the 
adjacent  slope  some  three  miles  from  Hlangwane,  which  mountain 
becam.;,  as  a  natural  consequence  of  the  foregoing  proceedings,  a 
somewhat  easy  prize.  The  victory  at  Monte  Cristo,  which  enabled 
us  to  accjuire  Green  Hill,  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  turning  of  the 
tide.  From  the  hour  that  commanding  point  was  occupied  the 
future  of  the  relieving  army  was  practically  secure,  for  the  river  was 
gained,  and  the  Boers  once  on  the  run,  there  nc;eded  only  the  fine 
fighting  quality  of  our  troops — the  Ai  quality  of  the  world— lo 
bring  things  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion.  But  now  to  try  to  follow 
this  complicated  and  well-considered  march. 

On  the  1 2th  of  February  a  force  of  mounted  infantry,  with  a 
battcdion  of  infantry,  a  field-battery,  and  a  Colt  battery,  >recon- 
noitred  Hussar  Hill  (so  called  because  it  was  the  scene  of  the 
surprise  to  a  picket  of  the  13th  Hussars),  a  long  ridge  situated 
at  the  south  of  Hlangwane,  where  General  I'uller  subsecjuently 
established  his  head-quarters.  The  South  African  Light  Horse 
and  another  Colt  battery  were  treated  to  some  fierce  volleys  by 
the  enemy,  with  the  result  that  Lieutenant  J.  Churchill  and  another 
officer  were  wounded.  T'our  men  were  injured  and  one  was  missing. 
The  fieht  was  a  brisk  one,  thousjh  of  but  half-an-hour's  duration,  for 
the  hill  was  not  strongly  held.  The  troops  then  moved  forwards, 
winding  through  a  series  of  wooded  ridges  to  the  right,  till  they 
reached  an  entrenched  ridge  connecting  Hlangwane  with  higher 
hills  on  the  east.  As  there  were  continual  increases  and  changes 
in  regard  to  the  troops,  it  will  be  found  advisable,  before  going 
further,  to  refer  to  a  table  of  the  distribution  of  the  forces  as  far 
as  they  were  then  known  : — 
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SIR  REDVERS  BULLER'S  FORCE 

Second  Division. — (Major-Gcncral  Lyttclton). — 211(1  (Ilildynrd's)  r.rigadc 
— 2nd  Eaf^t  Suircy  ;  2rid  West  ^'orks;  2nd  Dcvcms  ;  2nd  West  Siirity.  4tli 
( Xorcott's  l>rif^ade) — ist  Rifle  Brigade;  ist  Durham  Light  Infantry;  3id 
King's  Royal  Rilles ;  2nd  Scottish  Rifles  (CanicroniansJ ;  Squatlron  Ijlh 
Hussars;  7th,  14th,  and  66th  Eield  Batteries. 

'J'lIlRD  Division. — 5th  (Hart's)  Brigade — 1st  Royal  Inniskilling  Fusiliers  ; 
1st  Connaught  Rangers;  2nd  Royal  Dublin  Fusiliers;  1st  Border.  6th  (Bar- 
ton's) Brigade — 2nd  Royal  Fusiliers;  2nd  Royal  Scots  l'"usiliers  ;  1st  Ro3'ai 
Welsh  Fusiliers;  2nd  Royal  Irish  Fusiliers;  S(|uadron  13th  Hussars;  63rd, 
64th,  and  73rd  Field  Batteries. 

FiFiH  Division. — (Lieutenant -General  Sir  C:harles  Warren). —  loth 
(Coke's)  Brigade — 2nd  Dorset  ;  2nd  Middlesex  ;  2nd  Somerset  Light  Infantry, 
iith  (Wynne's)  Brigade — 2nd  Royal  Lancaster;  2nd  Lancashire  Fusiliers; 
Ist  South  Lancashire;  1st  York  and  Lancaster;  Squadrun  l  ;th  Hussars; 
19th,  20th,  and  2Stli  Field  Batteries.  Corps  Troops — 1st  Ro\-al  Dublin  Fusi- 
liers ;  Imperial  Light  Infantry  ;  Thorneycroft's  Mounted  Infantry;  6lst  Field 
Batter}'  (llowitzers) ;  78th  Field  Batter}- ;  Natal  Battery,  9-pounders  ;  twelve 
Naval  l2-pounder  quick-firers  ;  4th  Mountain  Battery  ;  two  4.7  Naval  guns. 
Ist  Cavalry  Brigade  (Burn-Murdoch) — ist  Royal  Dragoons;  I4',h  Hussars: 
dough's  Composite  Regiment.  2nd  Cavalry  Brigade  (  Dundonald) — Natal  Cara- 
bineers (squadron);  South  African  Light  Horse  (four  squadrons)  ;  Imperial 
Light  Horse  (squadron);  Natai  Police  (squadron). 

General  Lyttelton  sticceeded  General  Clery  (disabled  by  blood- 
poiscininrr)  in  command  of  the  Second  Division,  while  Colonel 
Norcott  (Riile  Brigade)  temporarily  took  command  of  the  l-'otirth 
Brigade. 

On  the  14th  the  army  mo\-cd  to  occupy  the  new  positiiin  on 
Hussar  Hill.  As  we  know,  the  irregular  cavalry,  the  .South  African 
Horse,  had  secured  the  position,  and  some  disappointed  lioers  who 
had  thought  to  be  beforehand  with  them  had  disappeared  with  much 
haste  and  not  a  little  chagrin.  After  a  short  time  Generals  Wynne 
Coke,  and  Barton  with  their  respective  brigades  joined  .Sir  Charles 
Warren's  division,  and  l)ivouack(!d  on  the  new  ground.  There  was 
.some  trouble  about  water,  as  Hussar  Hill  was  arid  and  the  nearest 
river  was  some  miles  away.  However,  necessity  is  the  mother  of 
invention,  and  necessity  brought  to  light  a  system  of  water-waggons 
by  which  a  small  but  appreciable  amount  of  wat(^r  nas  carried  to  the 
troops.  While  this  was  going  on  above.  General  L\ltleton  was 
moving  to  the  east  of  Chievelev  round  the  eastern  S[)ur  of  Hussar 
Hill. 

Here  during  the  afternoon  a  number  of  Boers  hiding  among  the 
boulders  and  dense  scrub  made  themselves  obstreperous  ;  l)ut  their 
fire  was  overcome  by  our  artillery,  and  befjre  long  they  were 
dislodged. 

Little  happened  for  two  days  save  some  artillery  duelling,  then 
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an  apprcciabi(;  advance  was  made,  A  wooded  liill  called  Cingolo, 
part  of  the  range  east  of  lllangwanc,  was  the  next  to  be  seized 
by  an  adroit  Hanking  movement  of  the  infantry.  They  gained  and 
kept  the  top  of  the  hill  with  Init  few  casualties  owhig'to  the  dense 
cover. 

At  dawn  on  the  17th  a  general  advance  was  ordered.  Conse- 
quently soon  after  midnight  the  business  of  movement  began.  At 
daybreak  the  cavalry  under  Lord  Dundonald  marched  to  discover 
the  enemy's  left  llank  through  the  tangled  and  rugged  country  to 
the  east — country  so  broken  and  wooded  that  on  occasions  it  was 
impossible  to  ride,  and  all  that  could  be  done  was  to  lead  the  horses 
through  thicket,  and  tiiorns.  and  over  boulders  by  the  light  of  intelli- 
gence rather  than  military  regime.  And  while  this  was  going  on 
the  artillery  was  performing  a  boisterous  symphony  on  seventy  in- 
struments, an  aubadc  to  awaken  such  l^oers  as  might  si  ill  be  dozing 
in  rock,  ravine,  or  ridge  in  the  regions  of  Hlangwane. 

At  last  the  troopers  had  wormed  and  torn  and  scrambled  their 
way  up  the  ridge,  where,  on  arriving,  the  P)oers  accosted  them 
with  the  music  of  musketry  in  tolerably  fast  time.  Bullets  whizzed 
and  commenced  lO  send  the  now  well-known  cataracts  over  the 
advancing  troops,  and  for  the  moment  it  seemed  to  be  a  toss  up  as 
to  whether  the  toil  of  gaining  the  position  would  be  in  vain.  How- 
ever, the  Boers  were  in  small  number,  and  very  soon  they  fell  back 
leaving  the  top  of  the  hill  before  th<!  advance  of  the  Imperial  Light 
Horse  and  the  Natal  Carabineers,  who  slew  or  captured  some 
Burghers  and  horses.  In  their  attack  they  were  supported  by  the 
Queen's,  the  right  battalion  of  Hildyard's  attack,  who  had  taken 
a  short  cut  and  came  up  in  the  nick  of  time,  so  that  the  Boers 
promptly  scurried  off  and  left  tlie  troops  in  undisturbed  possession 
of  Cingolo  Hill. 

Further  important  movements  took  place  on  the  i8th.  Through 
the  operations  of  the  day  before,  the  Boers  had  been  hunt<"^  :tIong 
towards  Monte  Cristo,  nnd  from  thence  at  daylight  they  co  :nced 
to  pour  Creusot  shells  on  the  British  troojis.  The  Queen';;,  s.-.o  had 
bivouacked  on  the  northern  slope  of  Cingolo,  and  came  in  for  ?  good 
deal  of  fire,  valiantly  crossed  the  nek,  and,  supported  by  the  rest  of 
the  2nd  Brigade  under  General  Hildyard,  assaulted  and  finall)'  took 
the  southern  end  of  Monte  Cristo.  The  4th  Brigade  occupied  the 
left  or  western  slope.  Operations  were  begun  very  early,  and  the 
long  precipitous  climb  in  a  baking  sun  occupied  till  midday.  The 
advance  over  country  that  is  trelliscd  with  spruits,  dongas,  thorn- 
bush,  and  scrub  at  times  was  painfully  slow,  and  the  scrambling 
and  stumbling,  sometimes  on  all  fours,  to  the  roll  and  rattle  of 
musketry  and  the  liantring  of  unseen  and  unlocatable  guns  occu- 
pied   some    hours.       The    words    of   the    Scripture,    "  Kyes    have 

124 


hrough 

'  .tlonsr 

;nced 


I" 


The  Transvaal  War 

th(;y  and  see  not,"  mi<;ht  havt;  been  applied  to  this  nerve-tryinjr 
assault  ac^ainst  hidden  men  with  .smokeless  weapons.  No  sooner 
had  the  troops  reached  the  top  of  Mcjiite  Cristo  tlian  they  were 
assailed  by  a  well-directed  artillery  tire  irom  the  direclii^i  of  the 
invisiljle  foi',  shrapnel,  Maxim,  and  Nordenleldt  i^uiis  pouring-  over 
the  men  as  they  advanced.  ISut  they  steadily  pushed  on  and  up 
till  at  last  they  entirely  routed  the  JJoers.  These,  fmdin^-  thcni- 
selves  in  a  desperate  situation,  took  to  their  heels,  leavini,^  tents, 
food,  bilt(M]<T,  lurd,  poiatoes,  onions,  clotliini;-,  bridles,  blankets,  and 
liibles  behind  them  in  disarray.  In  their  retreat  tlu'y  were  fu-ed  on 
by  the  ca\alry,  but  they  made  small  reply.  (Quantities  of  ammuni- 
ti(jn  were  captured,  and,  unfortunately  for  those  who  still  main- 
tained their  respect  for  the  enemy,  several  forms  of  expandin,!^- 
bullets.  The  Royal  Welsh  Fusiliers,  su]:)p(^rtcd  by  the  rest  of  the 
6th  Bri,u:ade,  assailed  the  eastern  llank  of  the  enemy's  position.  The 
2nd  lirii^r.ide  of  Cavalry  on  the;  extreme  ri^ht  watchetl  the  eastern 
slopes  of  .Mont(;  Cristo,  and  drove  back  those  of  the  enem\-  who 
scurried  there  to  escape  the  artillery  tire.  They  had  bec-n'  com- 
pletely taken  by  surprise;  they  had  expected  the  IJritish  to  bei^^in 
a  frontal  attack  on  Green  Hill,  a  smooth  j^^rassy  eminence  sliced 
with  the  gashes  of  Boer  entrenchments,  some;  of  these  six  feet  in 
deptli,  others  blasted  in  the  solid  rock.  Assaulted  now  by  big 
guns  in  front  and  llank,  attacked  in  llank  ami  r(;ar,  the  enemy, 
without  iMfering  much  resistance,  evacuated  their  strong  positions 
and  tied  across  the  Tugela.  That  their  tliglit  was  preci|)itate  was 
testified  by  the  fact  that  they  even  left  letters  behind.  One  of  these 
was  trom  General  Joubert  in  answer  to  a  request  for  support.s,  in 
■rhich  he  said  these  could  not  be  sent ;  the  position  was  sutiiciently 
garrisoned  with  the  nten  they  had. 

The  crest  of  Monte  Cristo  gained,  all  at  once  took  heart.  This 
hill  was  the  hinge  on  which  all  the  subsequent  movements  turned. 
Hy  means  of  it  Green  Hill  and  the  frowning  emin(;nce  of  Mlangwanc 
could  become  ours.  bTom  Hlangwane  the  whole  western  section 
of  the  great  Colenso  position  could  be  rendered  untenable  by  the 
enemy.  This  the  Boers  well  ki:ew,  and  this  was  the  reason  for  their 
tough  resistance  on  the  dreadful  15th  of  December.  Now,  seeing  us 
masters  of  Monte  Cristo,  they  wTsely  decided  to  make  themselves 
scarce.  The  British  guns  once  mounted  on  Monte  Cristo  made  a 
complete  difference  in  the  situation.  It  was  now  possible  to  enfilade 
many  of  the  choice  positions  which  for  two  months  had  been  the 
snjg  hiding-places  of  the  enemy.  Now,  in  the  distance,  was  visible 
— the  subject  of  many  dreams,  many  nightmares — Ladysmith. 
Anumd  it,  here  and  there,  were  dotted  the  enemy's  camps  and 
hospitals — oniy  eight  miles  away — a  comlortable  walking  distance 
— eight  miles  ahead  of  our  advanced  lines  I      Ladysmith — an  austere 
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queen  to  be  wooed,  ;i  faiiuin.iL^  be.iLity  to  be  won— so  she  h.ad 
seemed,  with  hves  risked  and  sacriliced  Hke  nitre  handhils  of 
sand  tor  the  sake  ot  lu;r,  for  a  lew  yards  of  approacli  near  to  tlial 
cestus  which  eni^drdletl  all  the  L;rand  Hriiihli  blood  that  had 
palpitated  for  our  coniiii;^',  so  long,  so  \ery  lonj;'.  It  was  L;!orious 
merely  to  know  that  Ladysmith  was  now  in  slight  of  the  l)ritish 
picquets  :  there  was  a  sense  of  exhilaration  in  the  thought  of 
real  proj^^ress  after  the  ,L;hastly  six  days  at  Spion  Ko[),  the  lluctuat- 
'\n<^  lour  at  \'aal  Krantz,  the  fourtecMi  in  anci  out  ami  round  about 
the  precincts  ot  fatal  Colenso.  Success  was  now  almost  wiiliin  a 
stone's  throw,  and  all  hearts  throbbed  with  expectation  and  con- 
fidence. All  were  in  some  way  loni^dnj^-  for  tin."  handclasp  of 
those  belea,L;"uered  men.  'riu;re.  in  that  cu[)  of  the  hills  were 
kindred  ;  if  not  kindretl,  friends;  if  not  friends,  comrades  in  arms — 
comrades  who  had  beloni^ed  to  the  same  old  rei^nments  or  "  ;^round  " 
with  the  same  "crammers"  at  the  same  schools.  .And  e\cn  tor 
complete  stram^ers  there  was  a  thrill  of  excitement,  almost  of  exul- 
tation, at  the  ijrospect  (jf  comin!^f  in  touch  with  these  men,  of  grasp- 
ing hands  with  renowned  warriors,  every  one  of  whom  had  helj)ed 
to  illuniinate  one  of  the  most  sunqjtuous  [jages  of  the  histor)'  of  the 
nineteenth  century. 

The  intense  heat,  the  terrific  toil,  the  unparalleled  hardshi])s  were 
forgotten.  The  enci'gy  and  dash  of  the  troops,  hitlurto  unfailing, 
were  now  redoubled.  They  had  now  taken  possession  of  the  mo!-t 
imi)ortant  ridge  which  pointed  towards  the  frowning  gura'dian 
eminence  of  the  beleaguered  concave — Ikilwana  Hill — and  hopes 
were  high  and  spirits  exuberant.  There  remained  but  Pieter's  Hill 
b(  tween  them  and  the  imprisoned  multitude.  The\-  now  saw  that 
the  turn  of  the  tide  had  a.rrivetl,  and  already  they  Icjoked  towards 
the  distressed  town,  veiled  in  the  haze  of  distance,  and  pictured 
the  hour  when  their  long  spell  of  strain  and  turmoil  should  meet 
its  reward.  In  this  day's  fight,  the  Queens,  the  Scots  Fusiliers,  the 
Ritle  Brigade,  and  the  irregular  cavalry  had  especially  distinguished 
themselves.  It  was  tlie  distinction  of  endurance  rather  than  of  dis- 
play. The  dogged  pctrseverance  with  which  they  launched  them- 
selves at  the  p(jsitions  to  be  taken,  toiling  through  scrub  and  thorn, 
"potting  away"  at  an  invisible  foe,  was  more  to  be  applautled 
than  more  demonstrative  feats  of  heroism.  Colenso  and  Spiijn 
Kop  had  been  showy  in  their  tragedy,  but  the  "fighting  march," 
as  it  was  called,  was  a  feat  of  superb  endurance,  of  obdurate  pluck. 
A  perpetual  stumbling  and  tearing,  an  eternal  pushing  up  and  (;n 
against  opposition  the  more  terrifyini,  because  unseen  ;  the  s'jund 
of  booming,  smokeless  murderous  guns  ;  the  sight  of  maimed  or 
mutilated  human  beings  dropping  suddenly  under  the  senne  and 
smiling  sky  were  experiences  to  test  the  grit  of  the  toughest  and 
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most  stoical      A  bolt  from  the  blue !     That  was  all.     Yet  presently 
here  were  dead  mrn  huered  about,  and   far  auay.  unconscious  of 
their  woe,  were  widows  and  orphans. 

On  the  ,9th,  Hlan.^rwane  1  lill-the  impregnable  Gibraltar,  as  it 
Has  been  called— was  taken  by  the  Fusilier  IJri-ade.  As  this  hill 
which  commanded  Colenso,  had  been  evacuated  by  the  enc'my-who 
had  left  three  camps  and  all  their  paraphernalia,  thousands  of  rounds 
ot  ammunition,  and  2000  Maxim  automatic  shells  behind  them— 
we  were  now  free  to  cross  the  Tu-ela.  Whether  the  c:nemy  wotild 
continue  to  fight  inch  by  inch  was  uncertain,  but  still  there  was  one 
suijject  of  rejoicing-thc  river  was  ours.  The  following  officers 
were  killed  and  wounded  during  this  day's  operations  :— 2nd  R.-val 
H.siliers-kill.^1    Captain   W.  L.  Thurburn  ;    wounded,  2nd    Lieu- 

.''n'!n     I   \t    r  r^  u-^    ^'''''''^'    Killcs-Wounded,    2nd   Lieu- 

ten.uit  J.  M.  Lolchestcr-\\  emyss. 

On  the  20th  General  Hart,  after  a  slight  resistance  by  a  weak 
rearguard,  occui)ied  the  village,  and  now  the  line  of  the  Tu-^ela  on 
the  s.,uth  side  from  Colenso  to  luigle's  Xest  was  in  British  hands. 

Colenso  was  found  to  be  a  desolate  ruin.      The  enemy  had  evi- 
dently tried  to  make  matchwood  of  the  place.     Windows  and  doors 
told  the  tale  of  wanton  destruction.     They  \\  ere  wrecked  past  remedy 
f louses    everywhere    were    redolent    of   the    Boer,    the    walls    bore- 
traces  of  his  illiterate  caligraphy,  and  his  offensive  remarks  in  many 
tongues  amused  without  disturbing  those  who  read  them       They 
could  afford  to  smile  now.     And  while  they  went  on  their  tour  of 
mvestigation  the  hidden  Boers  could  not  resist  some  snipino-  shots 
Irom  their  trenches  in  l-'ort  Wylie,  which  were  only  silenced'by  the 
forcible  arguments  of  the  Xaval  gunners  on   Hussar  Hill.     On  this 
c  ay_  another  trooper  of  the   South  African   Light   Horse  (Walters) 
distinguished  himself  by  swimming  across  the  Tugela  and  brin-imr 
over  the  pontoon,  thus  repeating  the  gallant  deed  Jf  his  comrades  a"t 
1  ctgieter  s  Drift.    1  horneycroft's  Mounted  Infantry,  though  peppered 
by  boers  who  were  ensconced  on  the  kopjes  on  the  opposite  side 
succeeded  in   fording  the  river,  and   proceeded   to   reconnoitre   the 
kopjes  on  the  other  side.      All  the  guns  were  gone,  and  the  kopjes 
themselves  seemed  to  be  weakly  held.      In  the  distance  small  clus- 
ters of   boers  were  seen  in  the  act  of  digging  trenches,  but  It  was 
generally  believed   that   the   enemy's   tactics   were   now  those  of  a 
rearguard  action. 

Terrible  reminiscences  of  the  battle  of  Colenso  greeted  them 
wherever  they  turned.  Fort  Wylie  was  seamed  with  bombardment. 
1  ne  railway  bridge  remained  a  lamentable  picture  of  upheaval  Out- 
side the  village,  Iving  as  they  had  dropped,  were  the  rotted  carcases 
of  horses  which  had  fallen  victims  to  the  enemy's  volleys— fallen  in 
tangled  masses,  all  harnessed  toL'-ether,  whik 
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to  save  the  -mis  uf  the  14th  and  6O1I1  iJattcrics.  i  lie  trenches, 
bc^^Miimn.i,^  on  tht;  very  brink  of  the  river,  with  their  protceiive  lay.r^' 
ol  siiiKllia.Ljs  and  liieir  in-eniousiy  arran-ed  earthworks,  tokl  how 
conilortahly  and  with  what  ininuinity  iVoni  dan^^er  th<'  lloers  had  set 
about  their  IVll  work  on  the  fatal  15th  of  iJecendur.  The  kd^our  in 
ni.ikiiiL;  Colenso  and  its  surroundin.-s  impre-iiable'  nuist  iia\e  bi  en 
as  immense  as  it  was  skilUiL 

General  Hart's  advanced  jfiiard  now  proceeded  to  cn)ss  the 
lu<,^ehi,  the  Boers  havin,^^  vacated  all  their  ])ositions  south  of  the 
river,  and  on  the  21st  he  was  followed  by  the  5ih  Di\  isiun.  who 
drove  back  die  enemy's  rearguard.  The  enemyliad  moved  north 
and  turned  into  a  strongly  fortified  line  of  kopjes  midway  betwei  11 
the  river  and  Grobler's  Kloof,  and  from  thenc(;  there  was  some 
doubt  whether  he  could  ever  be  displaced.  At  the  approach  of  the 
liritish.  he.  Iiowever,  retired  precipitat<:ly  towards  (irobler's  Kloof 

1  he  crossing;-,  on  both  days,  of  the  ma.i^Miificent  infantry  was  apiece 
with  all  that  had  -one  before.  First  came  one  shell,  then  another, 
but  the  troops  steadily  pursued  their  warlike  course  while  the  missiles 
hurtlin^r  over  their  heads  exploded  in  the  plain  behind  iIk m.  The 
.threat  (piestion  had  been  as  to  where  the  river  should  be  crosseil. 
Now  that  the  British  were  in  possession  of  the  whole  area  of 
Mlangwane  and  its  connecting  hills,  it  was  possible  to  cross  either 
where  the  river  ran  nordi  and  south,  or  where  it  ran  east  and  west. 
Ihe  idea  was  to  cross  and  -et  alont,r  the  line  of  railroad,  and  follow 
a  straight  course  up  to  Ladysmith.  The  enemy  wv.v<-  beliexed  to  be 
m  retreat,  and  therefore  it  seemed  perfectlv  fcasibk.-  to  atlvance  in 
the  way  attempted. 

_  On  the  2 1st  the  gunners  contiuLied  persistenllv  at  work,  deter- 
mimng  that  the  Dutchmen  should  h.ive  no  spare  •ime  for  tl:e 
buildmg  of  further  entrenchments.  The  foe  managed,  however,  to 
render  themsehes  aggressive  by  firing  on  an  ambulance  train  that 
was  steaming  out  of  Colenso  station.  Meanwhile  the  army  was 
moving  westward  from  Hlangwane  plateau,  with  a  view  to  marchiivr 
up  beyond  the  stream,  and  getting  out  of  the  valley  of  the  ri\er  and 
beyond  the  kopjes  that  Irowned  over  it. 


LADYSMITH 

The  story  of  famine  is  an  insidious  story,  a  creeping  horror  that, 
scarcely  visible,  yet  slowly  and  very  gradually  saps  f^rst  the  spirits, 
then  the  energies,  then  the  blood,  and  finallv  all  the  little  sparks  of 
being  that  serve  to  divide  us  from  the  dead.  The  seal  of  hunger 
was  set  on  every  action,  though  there  was  no  complaint,  'iTe 
cramped-up  Tommy  in  his  sangar  was  scarcely  as  conscious  of  his 
risk  of  danger  from  shot  and  .shell  as  of  the  aching  void  that  assun  d 
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him  how  much  nature  ahhorn-d  a  vacuum.  W  luii  Iil-  marched,  he 
marched  now  with  the  st.  |>  of  one  who  hushands  liis  resources; 
wh(.Mi  he  whisth-il  as  of  old,  he  ceased  abrupt,  ilu-  Ihdl;  power  heintj 
scant  and  short-lived.  His  eyes,  phicky  and  nritishl>"doMjrcd.  Mrcw 
lary^e  .md  wi-^tlui,  as  tli..u,i,r|i  l,„,kiM,t;-  for  somethin-  that  never  came. 
Dysentery  and  fever  cau,irht  him  and  let't  him,  l)ui  lelt  him  still  in 
charge  ol  lamin.;,  which  held  him  in  leailin.g-strint^s.  allowin-  him  his 
freedom  to  cr.iwl  so  far  ami  no  farther.  Vet  daily  routine^ went  on 
as  of  yore.  The  shadow  of  the  man  went  on  picket  or  fatii^uie  thity 
and  nv;t  his  fellow-shadows  as  .pften  as  not  with  a  jest.  In  ordinary 
lile  you  don't  look  upon  cheek-hones  as  the  features  of  a  face.  You 
takc^  stock  of  eyes,  nose,  mouth,  possibly  cars.  In  Ladysmith  a 
man's  character  betrayed  itself  in  his  cheek-bones  and  in  tlie  ana'mic 
tone  of  the  tanned  parchment  that  was  stretched  across  them.  Vou 
could  read  of  patience  ami  heroism  in  the  hard,  distinct  outlines,  and 
comi)rehend  the  maiijniric.iit  ciidiirance  of  one  who,  e.\pictin'«,r  ti, 
fight  like  a  devil,  was  contlrmned  to  feed  like  an  anchorite. 

The  nien  were  very  near  the  barbaric  brink  of  starvation.  On 
one  occasion  a  shell  plumpeil  into  the  mule  lines  and  killed  a  mule. 
There  was  a  general  rush.  Sh.jls  followed  on  the  first,  crashiiu--  all 
around,  but  the  funished  racing  throng  heeded  th(;m  not;  their'one 
desire  was  to  get  at  the  slain  beast,  \o  capture  the  wherewithal  to 
stay  their  grievoLis  cravings.  (Hiickly  with  their  clasp-knives  ihcy 
possessed  themselves  of  gre.it  chunks  of  the  llesh,  and  then,  with 
death  hurtling  around  them  and  over  their  heads,  they  proceeded  to 
carry  their  prize  to  safer  quarters.  Here  they  determined  to  have  a 
good  "tuck-in."  Fi'-es  were  kindled,  and  the  llesh  was  toasted  and 
sw.dlowed  with  lightning  rapidity. 

For  some  weeks  the  inhabitants  had  been  reduced  to  an  essence 
of  horse  politely  termed  Chevril,  which  was  declared  to  be  both 
pal.itable  and  nourishing.  The  horses,  with  their  ribs  shining  in 
painful  high  lights  along  their  skins,  dropped  day  after  day  from 
sheer  f.unine,  and  were  boiled  down  to  meet  the  pressing  demand. 
Their  bones  were  gelatinous,  however  wizened  their  poor'flesh. 

The  horses  that  were  used  fur  fo(,d,  like  thixse  that  yet  crawled, 
were  mere  skeletons.  When  the  General,  In  view  of  making  an(  ither 
sortie,  inquired  how  many  there  were  in  camp  that  could  still  carry 
their  rider  for  six  miles,  he  was  informed  that  there  were  only  twelve 
equal  to  the  task. 

I  he  lack  of  fat  and  milk  and  vegetables  was  irremediable,  but 
dainties,  so  called,  were  jirovided  in  curious  ways.  Blancmange  was 
manufactured  from  ladies'  violet-jjowder  which  had  been  '"com- 
mandeered" for  service  in  the  kitchen,  and  biscuits  were  fried  by 
the  men  in  the  axle-grease  providt^l  for  the  carts,  in  hope  to  make 
the  task  of  biting  them  less  like  crunching  ashes. 
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of  water,  thus  saving  many  lives.  X  umbers  of  officers  who  haJ 
been  hit  by  Mausers  or  Ix'e-Mitfords  were  now  pronouncctl  out  of 
cLuii^er,  amontjf  them  Colonel  C.  E.  15eckett  (Stafi"),  Major  i*".  11am- 
mcrsl(!y  (Staff),  Captain  \V.  B.  Silver,  Ca[)tain  M.  J.  \V.  Pike,  Major 
II.  Mull.ily,  l.ieutenants  Crichton,  .S.  C.  Maitland,  W.  W.  Mac- 
Gre^n)r  (of  the  Gordons),  and  A.  A.  C.  P)ond.  Captain  Lowndes, 
who  was  wounded  dani^^erously  on  Surprise  Hill,  was  picking-  up 
wonderfully.  Lieutenant  Campbell,  of  the  Imperial  Lij^ht  Horse, 
vvh  )se  c.ise  at  first  seemed  serious,  was  rapidly  Lj^aininij^  ground. 

Very  capricious  sometinies  was  the  action  of  bullets.  Some  of 
the  injured  would  have  as  many  as  four  or  five  wounds,  all  "outers," 
to  use  their  musketry  jjhrase,  while  others  would  suffer  strani^e  and 
•vonderful  thini^^s  in  consequence  of  the  vai^aries  of  a  sinL,de  shot. 
A  strange  ch.apter  of  accidents  befell  one  officer.  He  was  liit  under 
the  left  eye,  the  bullet  passing  out  of  his  cheek  into  his  left  shoulder, 
and  then  into  his  upper  arm,  which  it  broke.  Not  content  with 
doi'ig  this  damage,  the  shock  of  the  ])low  knocked  him  dmvn,  and  in 
falling  the  unfortunate  man  broke  the  other  arm  !  On  the  other 
hand,  there  were  some,  re[)orted  doing  well,  and  e'xpccting  to  be  fit 
for  duty  shortly,  who  were  veritably  perforated  with  bullets — "a 
perfect  sieve"  one  man  called  himself,  with  a  touch  of  excusable 
pride. 

The  bravery  of  these  men!  Tht;  bravery  of  these  women! 
Outside  we  knew  only  of  the  husk  of  their  suffering  ;  but  the  kernel 
of  it,  the  bitter  sickening  taste  of  it,  the  taste  that  lived  with  them, 
that  was  there  when  they  woke,  and  remained  after  they  had  closed 
their  eyes  in  sleep —that,  none  but  themselves  could  ever  know. 
Boredom  and  llies,  they  jestingly  said  it  was !  Rather  was  it  a 
slow  petrifaction  of  the  soul.  Death  to  them  had  lost  its  sting, 
as  life  had  lost  its  fire.  L.idysmith  was  the  grave  of  corpses 
that  were  not  dead,  forms  in  the  cerements  of  burial  now  too 
weak  to  knock  themselves  against  the  coffin-lid  and  cry,  "  Save 
us!  our  last  breath  is  not  yet  spent;  we  are  living,  loving  men!" 
Yes,  they  were  too  weak.  They  made'  no  sound,  no  cry.  They 
wb.o  had  so  long  resisted  ccnild  resist  no  longer;  they,  who  with 
their  last  effort  on  that  fatal  6th  of  January  had  been  a  terror  to 
their  enemies,  were  now  onl\-  a  terror  to  themselves.  Could  they 
bear  it  longer?  Was  it  possible?  Might  they  not  in  some  fit  of 
madness,  some  palpitating  moment  of  lust  for  dear  life,  begin  to 
spell  the  letters  of  the  unframable  word,  begin  just  to  think  how  it 
miglit  be  spelt? — S  -u — r — r —  No!  They  could  not  get  to  the 
end  of  it!  It  choked  them.  They  could  stand  the  fetid  water,  the 
foul  air  with  its  loathsome  whispers,  its  hidetius  suggestions,  which 
at  eventide  grew  strong  as  phantoms  from  the  nether  world  ;  they 
could  face  the  sight  of  virulent   disease  and  gaunt  famine  stalking 
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up  and  down  as  the  hyena  slinks  round  and  about  his  prey  thcv 
could  gasp  under  the  lierce  heat  ;  they  could  tune  their  ('ars  to  the 
racking,  rending  t<,rtu.jus  explosions  of  deatli  dealing  shells-thev 
cou  d  do  a  1  this,  but  tlicy  could  not  get  beyond.  Tlie  lirst  syllable 
ol  tlie  crushing  word  could  never  pass  their  lips  ! 

Food  now  was  only  interesting  because  of  its  mysterv  ;  it  was 
begmning  to  have  -nerely  an  ornamental  value  in  the  pnVrrannne 
Various  "confections"  made  of  violet-powder  that  had  been  im- 
pounded, strange  brawns  of  mule-heel  and  suspicious  "savouries" 
uere  the  subject  of  speculation  and  awe.  People  pretended  t.; 
be  pleased  and  to  put  a  good  face  on  matters,  and  indeed  they  had 
every  reason  to  be  thankful  ;  for,  owing  to  the  in^enuiiv  of  Lieu- 
tenant Al  x^alty,  AS.C.  under  whose  auspices  potted  me'ats,  ic-jlies 
soups,  were  manufactured,  the  imagination  if  not  the  appetite  was 
appeased  with  what  when  not  too  closely  investigated,  a/.peared  to 
be  quite  delectable  fare.  '  ^ 

The  follovving  prices  were  realised  at  an  auction  on  hebruarv  - 1  ■ 
-l-ourteen  lbs.  of  oatmeal,  /;,,  .gs.  od.  ;  a  tin  of  condensed  milk," 
los.  ,   I  lb.  of  fat  beel,  i  is.  ;  a  i-lb.  tin  of  coffee,  17s.  ;  a  2-lb.  tin  of 

rZ-l'  fcJ'  V'  ""  ■^^*^'^1"^^-P'^'-  ^■'-  '7^-  =  ^V^^gs,  /-c,  Ss.  per  dozen  ; 
a  fowl,  i8s.  four  small  cue.  :  x-rs,  15s.;  green  mealhs.  :s.  Sd. 
each;  a  small  quantity  of  grapes,  /,-,,  5s.  ;  a  plate  of  tomatoes^  i8s.  ; 
one  marrow,  ^i,  Ss.  ;  a  plate  of  potatoes,  19s.  ;  two  small  bunches 
of  carrots,  9s  ;  a  glass  of  jelly,  i8s.  ;  a  i-lb.  bottle  of  jam,  /;i,  ,,s.  • 
a    I-lb.   tin  of  marmalade,   £1,    ,s,  ;   a   do/en  matches,    ,  ^s.   6d   •   a 

tobacco,   /,2,  5s.  ;   }.  lb.  of  tobacco,  ^3.  5s. 

A  doctor,  writing  home  about  this  time,  said  •— 
"  Ihings  are  getting  very  trying  here  now.      l<or  two  or  three 
weeks  we  have  had  only  half  a  pound  of  horseflesh  and  a  quarter  a 
pound   c,f    very  bad  mealie-meal    bread,   with   one   ounce   of  su-ar 
Sometimes  a  little  me-alie  porridge  is  added  or  a  little  more  bread 
1  his  is  precious  low  fare,  I  can  tell  you,  especially  as  the  bread  is  so 
bad  we  can  hardly  eat  it,  and  it  makes  us  ill.      Of  course,   drinks 
gave  out  after  the  first  month,  and  tobacco  followed  suit  some  time 
agro   but   f>rtunately,  they  discovered  a  little  Kaffir  tobacco  recently^ 
which,  vile  as  it  is,  we  smoke  eagerly.     Alas!  mine  won't  last  lono' 
now.     It  IS  impossible  to  get  proper  food  for  patients,  and  not  much 
ot  improper.     Consequently  men  are  beginning  to  die  fist  of  scurvv 
enteric,  and  dysentery.     We  have  reduced  the  number  of  sick  from 
wo  thousand  to  seventeen  hundred  liere,  of  which   I   haxe  about  a 
iiundred  severe  cases,   and   am   alknved   about   two  to   three  wine- 
l^lasses  of  stimulanls  a  day  for  the  lot;  so  vou  can  imagine  what  a 
larce  that  is.      Drugs,   too,   are   almost   finished,    and    firewood   for 
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cookin;^  is  an  endless  difficulty  ;  so  you  can  imagine  I  am  pretty 
tired  of  the  daily  duty  in  these  terrible  fever-tents.  About  half  of 
our  doctors  and  half  the  nurses  are  sick,  and  there  were  always  few 
enough.      One  d(JCtor  has  already  died  and  a  nurse." 

Among  the  severe  cases  alluded  to  was  one  especially  to  be 
deplored.  Colonel  Royston,  whose  name  is  intimately  connected 
with  X'olunteering  in  Natal,  was  hopelessly  ill.  In  spite  of  his  iron 
constitution,  he  succumbed  to  the  ravages  of  enteric  fever,  and  was  in 
reality  marked  by  the  fniger  of  death  at  the  very  time  when  the  relief 
force  was  pressing  to  deliver  the  town  from  the  awful  doom  that 
hung  like  a  miasma  over  the  whole  place.  The  gallant  Colonel  had 
done  splendid  service,  and  for  two  decades  had  worked  energetically 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  Colony  and  stimulate  interest  in  the 
Volunteer  movement.  As  trumpeter  in  the  Carabineers  in  1S72,  the 
youth  was  found  engaging  in  operations  against  Lang;dibalele,  in- 
cluding the  flying  column  in  the  Double  Mountains  and  the  capture 
of  the  chief;  and  in  1879,  in  command  of  a  troop  of  Carabineers,  he 
distinguished  himself  in  the  Zulu  campaign.  Later  he  acc(Mnpanicd 
Sir  Bartle  Frere  t:)  the  Transvaal  in  command  of  the  High  Com- 
missioner's escort.  From  iSSi  to  1SS9  he  commanded  the  regi- 
ment, and  was  appointed  Commandant  of  X'olunteers  in  1S9S.  When 
the  call  to  arms  came,  the  brave  Volunteers  of  Natal  were  readv  to 
a  man,  fully  equipped  to  go  to  the  front — a  practical  proof  of  the 
splendid  ability  and  foresight  of  their  chief.  All  agreed  in  deploring 
his  illness,  and  declared  that  an  officer  more  fitted  to  lead  the  gallant 
regiment,  more  trusted  and  more  beloved,  it  would  be  hard  to  find. 


THE  BATTLE  OF  PIETERS 

On  Wednesday  the  21st,  as  we  know,  our  troops  were  back  at 
Colenso.  The  day  was  mainly  devoted  to  "sniping,"  to  bring- 
ing up  heavy  guns,  and  to  getting  the  troops  across  the  Tugela. 
But  the  i2-pounder  Naval  guns  on  Hlangwane,  and  the  6ist 
Howitzer  Battery  in  the  open,  indulged  in  a  stupendous  concert 
addressed  to  the  enemy's  position,  in  which  they  were  assisted 
from  below  Monte  Cristo  on  the  right  by  more  Naval  guns. 
The  enemy  was  not  inactive.  No  sooner  had  a  pontoon  been 
thrown  across  the  river  below  Hlangwane  than  they  began  to 
drop  shells  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  troops  who  were  attempt- 
ing to  cross.  These,  however,  accomplished  their  intention  with- 
out sustaining  much  loss.  Meanwhile,  Corporal  Adams,  of  the 
Telegraph  Brigr.rle,  distinguished  himself  by  swimming  across  the 
Tugela,  wire  in  mouth.  The  troops  now  advanced — General 
Coke's  Brigade,  followed  by  two  battalions  of  General  Wynne's 
and  a  field-battery.     The  Somersets,  Uorsets,  Middlesex,  covered 
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by  shell-fire  from    two   field-batterles  and  the   heavy  guns,  moved 
across  the  pl.un   to  the  foot  of  the  hill,   with  the  object  of  rec 
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hidden  in  the  don.^as  and  thorn-bushes,  which  crowded  th(;  vicinity. 
I'.ut  no  sooner  had  tlie  Somersets,  who  had  hccn  the  fu-st  across 
the  pontoon,  approached  the  base  of  the  iiill,  than  a  cataract  from 
the  rilles  ot  ilic  enemy  suddenly  burst  over  them.  The  I^.oers  had 
withheld  their  hre  till  the  troops  were  within  point-blank  ran<;e, 
and  then  rent  the  weird  mystery  of  the  diisk  with  jets  of  iLuiie! 
Nearly  a  hundrt:d  of  the  gallant  fellows  dropped  and  "three  officers 
were  killed.  Some  said  that  they  were  fighting-  the  enemy's  rear- 
guard, but  in  reality  a  large  port'ion  of  the  whole  P>oer  army  was 
engag(^d.  Thcuigh  it  was  the  first  time  the  regiment  had  been  under 
hre.  the  ailmirable  behaviour  of  the  men  in  the  face  of  overwhe]min<T 
hostile  numbers  was  remarkable.  Xcvertheless,  the  unpleasant  dis^- 
covery  ol  the  enemy's  strength  at  last  involved  the  retreat  of  the 
troops,  and  decided  the  Cieneral  that  an  advance  in  fr)rce  must  be 
made  on  the  following  day. 

The  folhnving  officers  were  killed  and  wounded  in  the  operations 
of  20th  and  21st  February  : — 

I. St  Rillc  Brigade— Woundcu,  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Wingfield-Digby  -nd 
Somersctsiiirc  Light  Infantry— Killed,  Captain  S.  L  \'.  CrcaiocI<,  Lieutenant 
,,•  f.-  "i-  l^citii-Lalconcr,  Second  Lieutenant  J.  C.  Parr;  woundeii.  Captain 
1'..  G.  Elger.  2nd  Dorsetsiiire  Regiment— Wounded,  Second  Lieutenant 
F.  Middleton.  2nd  Royal  Irish  Fusiliers— Wounded,  Colonel  J.  Reeves 
Staff— Wounded,  Captain  H.  G.  C.  Phillips.  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps- 
Died  of  wounds.  Captain  R.  F.  Holt. 

On  Thursday  the  2:nd,  part  of  General  Wynne's  Brigade  began 
to  advance.  They  were  supported  by  Hildyard's  Brigade  from 'the 
region  of  Fort  W'ylie.  (General  Barton's  Brigade^  and  part  of 
General  Hart's  were  left  on  the  south  side  of  the  river.)  Proo-ress 
was  slow  and  painful.  The  country— a  strip  some  two  miles  broad 
and  stretching  out  between  high  hills  and  the  river— was  richly 
veined  with  irritating  dongas  and  covered  with  bushes  and  scrub. 
The  position  was  commanded  by  the  wooded  slopes  of  Grobler's 
Kloof,  and  enabled  the  Boers  to  worry  the  men  in  their  advance 
with  an  enfilading  fire.  All  around  were  steep  kopjes  such  as  the 
Boer  soul  delights  in,  and  thorny  tangles  which  afforded  com- 
lortable  shelter  for  the  enemy's  guns.  The  movement,  therefore, 
was  cosdy,  as  it  was  difficult  to  locate  the  guns,  and  the  sharp- 
shooters of  the  enemy,  well  hidden  in  their  rocky  fa-tnesses,  main- 
tained a  continuous  fire  on  front  and  flanks  of  the  advancing  force. 
With  their  usual  wiliness.  the  Dutchmen  had  evidently  suspended 
their  contemi)lated  retn-at,  and  had  gathered  together,  crept  up, 
and  taken  up  a  strong  position  on  the  left  flank,  whence  thev  were 
enabled  to  hamper  the  troops  considerably.  Nevertheless  the' Royal 
Lancasters  leading,  the  South  Lancashire  following,  valiantlv  ad- 
vanced  towards  their  objective  so  resolutely  that  the   Boers,'  who 
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The  Battle  of  Pieters 

almost  to  tin.-  last  stood  their  orouncl.  pdted  off  to  the  sheltcrin-^ 
nooks   and    dongas   ,n    the   shadow  of  Grohlers   Kloof.      On  t- 

renyuned  to  face  the  bayonet.  Hut  the  l,.sses  consequenVon  s 
MiM  t  da>  s  work  were  many.  Hrigadier-General  \Vynne  while 
conductmo-  operations  was  slight!)-  wounded,  and  ahout^  lund  I 
and  hity  more  were  put  out  of  action.  'Hmciud 

The  tnmps  were  n..w  movin-  on  a  route  alon-  the  line  of  river 
and  ra,      o  ,  .adysnmh.  half-way  between  Colenso'^and  l>iete      Hill 
-Kl  w,  h  kopjc^  to  be  stonned  at  intervals  durin.^  the  onward  cCe 
I  hey  had  per  ormed  a  species  of  .ig.a.^^  movnnent.  pointinc      n  ni 
Ch,evelev  north-east  to  Cin^olo  and  Monte  Cristo.  and  con.i^  h2 
m  an  acute  hne  north-west  t.)  the  ri\-er.      Now  the  forward 'Inarc 
.nvolved    the    capture    o(    all    the    stron.^.   positions,    be^inni  l 
the   tw.n   kopjes,  _    errace  and   Railway   Ilill,   and  endin..  wilh  tl  e 
whole  P.eters  pusaum,  a.id  possibly  Hulwana  " 

On    the   three    hills-Terrace    Hill,    Railway    Hill,   and    I'ieters 

c.race   H.  1.  lay  about  a  in.le  and  a  half  to  north-east  of  the  ri-du 

lank,     farther  east,  duided  by  a  ^■aIley,  was  RaiKva^•  Hill,  s    c  1  k^ 

because  on  ,ts  east  came  the  railway  line,  on  the  othc'r  side  of  w    d 

was    P.eters   H.ll.      .Sir  Redyers   Huller's  plan  was  to  acK.u  ce     he 

•ntantry    K^yond  the  angle  of  the  ri^•.r,  a./d  then  stretch         nd     I  e 

moyim'ofr  I?  -r  '^'"'^  r""'  ^^%^l^-,.I^^'tclinien  were  l)elieyed  to  be 
a  s^  It^w'  'no^  t?  T'  -^^^f'-^-'^^^^-  discovered  that  they,  seeing  the 
assault  was  not  to  be  made  at  once  upon   the   weak,    he  left  ed-e 

con t'"  rV'  Y  ■P^^'^'^''""^'  <=oura.c:Jand  returned,  reinforced  by 

rCrob^^Ky'^f^'^-^T"^'^^   "'  ^^"''^  -^'ll-^""-"    huntin,-,round 

tl  er  .      i  ?  I  ''"'  elsewhere,  preparin,..  to  o-ive  battle  so  k,nc.  as 

there  was  safety  for  the.r  extreme  left       Most  of  the  ni^rht  of  the 

2nd  was    spent   m   ho  uin.o;   of  desperate   character,   the*^}  o  vit.er 

a ttery  keepn..^  up  an  uKessant  roar,  explosion  following  exp  osL. 

.the  sombre  blackness  of  nudnioht.      The  Boers,  meanw-hile    we  e 

a^  ackm,.  w_,th  nlle  f  re  all  alonn-  the  line,  and  so  persisten    we^e  tl  e 

Dutchmen  ui   the.r  effort  to  get  rid  of  the  troops,  that  some  ev  n 

were  only  repulsed  by  the  bayonet 

Details  of  that  dreadful  n'i.^ht's  work  are  scarce,  but  a  faint    ^■et 
trag,c,  outlme  was  g.yen  by  an  officer  of  the  6oth  Rif  es,  wo  was  o.^e 

e  of  Hildyard  s  P>n,q;ad<-,  and  were  swinging  along  a  boulder-strewn 
Inllside,  wh.ch,  surmounted  by  a  series  or  uneven  and  indefinite 
crest-lmes,  gave  on  to  a  plateau  where  they  intended  U,  tke"   a 

ne  of  outposts  for  the  night.      It  so  happened  that    he     trs  had 

troops,  m  the  belief  that    .t   was  evacuated,   were  so  incautiously 
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approachin<j.     Accordin^s^ly,   in  the  j^rjulierin.cr  gloom  a  collision   of 
amazing  violence  occurred— amazing  to  both  Britons  and  Burghers, 
for  the  former  surprisedly  plumped   upon   the   Dutchmen,   who   as 
surprised!)-  gave  way  befcjrc  them.      In  an   instant  the  gallant  6oth 
were  after  the  fugitives,   charging  and  cheering,   but  assailed  now 
by  fierce  volleys  from   undreamed-of  trenches."    This   sudden   and 
furious    attack    forced   them,    unsupported    as    they   were,    to    seek 
cover    till    reinforcements    could    arrive.       But    no    help    appeared. 
The  plight  of  the  unfortunate   band,  whose   peril  had  been   hidden 
in  the  grim  density  of  the   night,  was  entirely  unsusi)ected  by  the 
companion  forces  that  fringed  the  crests  in  the  vicinity,  and  there- 
fore the  unhappy  fellows  lay  all  night  clinging  to  the  cover  of  the 
boulders,  and  rained  on  by  showers  of  bullets  that  traced  a  tale  of 
agony  along  the  ground.     At  dawn  on  the  23rd,  no  supports  having 
arrived,  and  under  the  same  fervid  fusillade,  they  began  to  retired 
In  twos  and  threes  they  commenced  to  go  back,  fmaTly  covered  in 
their  retreat  by  the  East  Surreys,  who  had  grandly  gone  forward 
to  the  rescue.     But  the  cost  of  splendid  succour  wa"s  dearly  and 
almost    instantaneously   paid.      Men    fell    thick   and    fast    over   the 
hilltop— the  Colonel,  second  in  command,  and  four  officers  of  the 
East  Surrey  Regiment  dropping  one  after  another,  some  wounded 
in  many  places.     Captain  the  Hon.  R.  Cathcart,  "the  rearmost  of 
his  cc^mmand,  as  he  had  been  foremost  of  the  night  before,"  dropped 
dead,  and  round  him  within  a  few  moments  fifty  other  noble  fellows 
had  passed  to  the  Unknown! 

General    Buller's    orders    on    the    23rd    were    brief      Push    for 

Ladysmith  to-day,  horse,  foot,  and  artillery  ;  both  cavalry  brigades 

to  cross   the   river   at  once.       The    advance,    which  had    hitlierto 

been  slow,  was  now  hurried  on.     At  midday  it  was  in  full  swing, 

the  cavalry  having  crossed  the  Tugela  and  massed  at  Fort  Wylie.' 

Meanwhile  the   Boers  had  taken   up  a  formidable  position  on  the 

right— on  the  well-entrenched  height  called  by  the  gunners  Three 

Knoll    Hill,    to   describe    the    three    hills,    Terrace,    Railway,    and 

Pieters,   that   formed    the  entire  position — while  on   the  left   they 

plied  their  activities  from  Grobler's   Kloof     The  artillery  in  front 

of  Railway  Hill  concentrated  a  brisk  fire  upon  the   Boers  therein 

entnjiichcd,  who  returned  some  animated  replies,  assisted  by  other 

Dutchmen    from  a  hidden  vantage-point  on  the  north-east  of  that 

eminence.     General  Hart's  Brigade,  to  whose  valiant  Irishmen  the 

difficult  task  of  capturing  the  position   was  entrusted,  was  ordered 

to  advance.      This  advance  from  Onderbrook  Spruit  to  the  base  of 

Terrace   Hill,   the  companion   of  Railway   Hill,   was  a  feat  of  cool 

courage  that  has  seldom  been  equalled.     The  hill,  triangular  and 

standing  some  three  hundred  feet  above  the  Tugela,  was  approached 

by  a  wide  open  space,  wliich  was  commanded  by  the  Boers,  whose 
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complicated  position  on  Railway  Hill  and  its  component  rid  -os  -^ave 
from   the  Tugela  a  mile  from   PI  Uelayes'   House  ?  ^ ''", '"'•'^^^ 

is   way   to   IM     1   c™ •'"      "'■"''  "'"-■  r"'"">-  l«--^<=»  "I'"arJs  on 
no„l,  „...,.rly  „„e  of  m  ,„.-,,..  .../"'kjio^'u^ck'     .Iw  ^nllr:  ^ 

Wh l       ,1„  '■'■'"'f    '■°"'"'    ""^    '•^'■'    ""-^    "f   'I'O    hill    to    ,|,c      0„   ■ 

•IS  the  hill  r.m  still  upwards  on  an  incline  f  .r  three  hundred  vink  or 

mmmm 
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Oik:,  iwo,  llircc,  four,  six  more  and  yd  more  down,  <inc  alter 
.iiiollier.  So  ihc  miMi  hci^aii  to  fall.  'The  ironwork  of  tlu:  l)rid.L;(: 
had  now  its  frin^^e  of  faintinjij  forms.  Still  tlu:  splendid  fellows 
pasheil  on.  Still  the  air  reverberated  with  the  puissant  pom- 
p  imin;^^  of  the  Boers'  automatic  i^nui.  This  they  had  turned  on  to 
th  :  [)osition  the)-  knew  must  he  passed  by  the  advancini.;  warriors. 
Meanwhile  the'  British  artillery  was  salulinL,^  the  hill,  throwing 
up  to  heaven  dust  and  splinter  spouts  that  filled  the  whole  atnuj- 
sphere  with  blindin;^,  chokinj;  debris,  and  causin^i:  the  purple 
b(julders  far  and  wide  to  j;ivc  forth  rumblinj.^  echoes  of  the  infernal 
rampa;4-e. 

(rradually,  in  face  of  the  deluj^e  of  shot  and  shell,  the  InniskillinL( 
k'usiliers,  the  Connauj^ht  Ran^^ers,  and  one  company  each  of  the 
Dublin  I'usiliers,  had  wound  their  way  towards  the  eastern  spurs  ot 
Railway  llill,  and  in  the  late  afternoon  were  ready  for  the  attack. 
General  Hart  'j;<\.vc  the  word.  Then,  up  the  rugjj;ed  stone-strewn 
heights  the  troojjs  laboriously  began  to  climb.  .Soon  they  reached  a 
point,  some  luuHlred  yards  above,  whence  the  l)oers  could  pepper 
them  with  ease.  At  the  same  time  from  the  adjacent  liill  more  bullets 
whizzed  upon  them.  Vet,  with  this  horrible  fire  on  their  Hanks  aiul 
the  deadly  fusillade  from  the  front,  they  persevered,  dropping  one 
after  another  like  ripe  fruit  in  a  gust  of  wind.  X'olley  after  volley 
poured  down  on  them,  but  u])  they  w^ent,  cutting  through  wire,  leap- 
ing boulders,  and  hurling  themselves  forward,  and  in  such  grand 
style,  that  the  Boers,  seeing  the  determined  glitter  of  the  bayonet, 
thought  it  wiser  to  retreat.  They  receded  some  two  hundred  yanls 
up  tiie  hill,  while  the  troops  occupied  the  first  position.  Then,  in 
the  growing  dusk,  the  Dutchmen  were  seen  taking  a  commanding 
place  on  a  somewhat  higher  or  parent  peak  of  the  hill.  iM'om  this 
point  the  Inniskillings,  llushed  with  their  first  triumph,  deemed  it 
necessary  to  rout  them.  T'lre  streamed  and  spouted,  the  dim  gloom 
of  twilight  came  on  ;  still  the  Irishmen,  through  the  mist  of 
evening  and  llashings  furious  from  every  side,  advanced  along  the 
hill — a  glorious,  a  tragic  advance.  One  after  another  bit  the  dust. 
Men  in  mute  or  groaning  agony  lay  prone  in  the  gathering  dusk. 
First  went  a  major,  afterwards  another,  and  then  two  captains  of 
this  gallant  band.  The  Boers  had  known  their  business.  Some 
of  their  kopjes  are  of  the  nature  of  spider-webs  ;  the  outer  fringe 
involves  entanglement ;  and  this  especial  eminence  was  of  that 
particular  nature  that  the  second  Boer  position  commanded  the 
first.  The  Dutchmen,  even  as  they  receded,  were  able  to  mow 
down  the  men  as  they  advanced,  by  a  converging  fire,  against  which 
it  was  impossible  to  stand.  It  was  now  an  almost  hand-to-hand 
struggle  between  doughty  Dutchman  and  dashing  Briton.  The 
Inniskillings  were  close,  but  every  inch  was  gained  with  appalling 
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lo^  t,,  i!,cir  nunjbers  -indeed   ih.  charging  conuunies  nught  aln„ .st 
lia\e  been  described  as  individual  nun  .' 

I'inally.  some  one  gave  ihr  .,rd<T  to  retire.  lUil  hou  ?  Mo.i 
ot  tiic  valonnis  band  w<re  stricken  down,  or  had  perished.  Tlir 
wounded  cou  d  not  be  removed.  ^Vt  those  that  remained  were  too 
few  to  hoM  th(..  ground  m  the  darkn..ss.  All  that  ou.Id  b,  dnnr  was 
to  retire  below  the  crest  and  wait  till  morning.  A  retirement  was 
.Utempted  under  th(.  personal  direction  .,1  the  Colonel  (C-olonel 
S.twell).;  but  m  the  course  of  the  movment  he  was  hit.  never  to 

llZ-uZ     ^  ^'-'">i;V?^  ''^■'^^.^^"t  t"  the  cover  of  the  hill,  when- 

the)  built  schan/es  and  bivouacked.  iU.t  from  this  point  throu-di- 
out  the  night  hring  continued,  while  the  Boers  above,  betuem  die 
intervals  of  do/ing,  peppered  the  bivouacs  with  bulhts 

At  7  A.M.    while  cannon.iding  had  (elsewhere  assumed  dan-mnis 
pro,)ortions,  the  Irish  regiments  were  again  a.ssailed  in  their  schan/.s 
by  the  persistent  Dutchmen.     These  had  crept  round  the  base  of  tin- 
lull  and  attack..]  ihe  trenches  from  the  western  side.     VoUevs  poured 
from  all  din.ctions  on  a  scene  that  was  alreadv  deplorable.     Only  fo„r 
ofhcers  of  the  Innisk.llings  remained.      Of  ihe  Connaught   Raiva-rs 
five  ofirers   were  vvounded.      The    Dublin    b-usiliers    h/ul    lo.t    tJieir 
gallant  Co  one    (Colonel  .Sitwrll).  and  also  Captain   Maitland  of  the 
Gordon    1   ighlanders   (attached).       The    picture    at    dawn    and    on 
th.oughout  the  day  was  truK-  appalling.      The  trenches  of  the  Boers 
■.uu\  those  of  the  attacking  force  were  now  onlv  sonu.-  thre.;  or  four 
hundred   yards   apart,   and    between    them   was 'spread   an  arena  ol 
carnage  heart-breaking  as  irremediabh.-.      It  was  impossible  for  anv 
one  to  show  a  nose  and  live.      Wounded  lay  here,  tlnre,  and  every- 
where, heaped  as  they  had  fallen,   drenched  in   the-ir  own   ..,re  and 
helpless,  yet  struggling  pathetically  to  edge  thems,  Ives  wkh  hands 
or  knees  or  heels  nearer  some  place   of  safety.      Dead.   too.    w,rr 
entanged   with   the  .sinking,   huddled   together   in    grievous   -diastlv 
comradeship.   ...  .^  .-.  '  ^^^') 

For  thirty-si.x  hours  some  of  tlK-c  heroes  lay  in  wretchedness. 

'  I'l'cvet  I.icutenam-ColoncI  Claude  (ieoi-c  IIltiiv  Sifivoll    u<i\    ,    i  i.        ,• 
Dublin  Fu.lics,  uas  bon,  i„  ,858,  and  em..;^:i  Itan.w    h   u    i',    ''^m  i';^::^=;';^15  '' A?' 

:iiimiiniofacdvcscrvi,:c.l,;«ilrsioNn  ■'.,«!,;,.  ,|,r\i,^  lijJ  in-n  .1  .  ..n»„l,.r,-,l,fc 

ser™,l  .1,1,  ,1,0  Ko„„„„  I)i,i?i,,,  a,     ?  ,,k  ™,    ,r,i,r'5'''  ""',"'  '«i,'T8°,"'  -Iii'l'  1,>- 

Service  Orcf"r.         °    ''■"  '  ^''"''  ''""^^'"'-'^"'"nelcy,  and  decorkted  with  tl,.  Distinguished 

141 


The  Transvaal  War 


IM 


.H'l: 


h;in(j;!iii(  Ji<t\\  n  hi<-  nj  ticatli.  Mt'icifully  ilu:  I'.oiirs  hroujjjht  tlicin 
wat'T,  but  i(  '-if  ids  were  not  e([ii,illy  j^renerous.  riifdriun.itcly, 
soil^  mlsintr  1  ,  lofS  rt'gardiflg  the  Red  Cross  llag  accentiiated  the 
misfarlitM^s  i.i  the  »     v. 

riie  r^oers,  it  aj-jitaled,  had  begun  ,,j  producing  one.  'I  liis 
aij,'/Ml  should  have  ix-en  res[;onded  to  by  wiir  troops,  who,  how- 
ever, were  not  prepared  to  show  another  Red  Cross  llag,  which 
dispf.'^  Would  have  been  the  .signal  for  truce.  This  being  the  case, 
the  iLMf-f*,  after  carrying  off  their  w  "unded  and  giving  certain 
of  the  MrilUf)  vl'ountlcd  some  water,  rem  v«jd  their  rilles.  I'urtlur, 
they  rilled  their  ,  'ockcts  and  despoiled  dead  and  wounded  of  boots 
and  other  property.  Naturally,  those  who  saw  them  were  so  in- 
furiated at  tills  wanton  belia\iour  that  the-y  began  to  fire.  I'rotn 
this  time  hostilities  recommenced,  and  the  innate  cruelty  of  the  Boers 
was  evidencetl  in  several  cases.  It  was  stated  on  tlie  authority  of 
an  officer  that  many  of  the  wounded  in  act  of  crawling  away  were 
deliberatelv  shot.  Let  us  hope  that  the  aggravation  at  the  n(Mi- 
appcar.mce  of  the  British  Red  Cross  tlag  wat,  the  cause  of  the  ugly 
display  of  character  on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 

During  the  late  afternoon  the  worn-out  troops  in  their  trenches 
at  the  base  of  the  hill  were  fiercely  attacked  by  the  enemy's  guns 
from  all  quarters.  Xo  such  effective  shell  fire  had  been  experienced 
since  .Spion  Kop.  Indeed,  with  the  assistance  of  Krupps.  and 
Creusots,  and  Maxims,  and  other  diabolical  instruments,  the  Boers 
nanaged  to  make  a  fitting  concert  for  Beelzebub.  Many  of  our 
positions  on  tlie  lower  slopes  of  the  kopjes  were  enfiladed,  and  thus 
many  gallant  fellows  in  Iliklyard's  and  Kitchener's  brigades  were 
killed.  Several  officers  among  those  wiio  were  fighting  on  the 
left  also  fell,  among  them  Colonel  Thorold,  Royal  Welsh  Fusiliers. 

At  this  juncture,  finding  that  the  original  passage  of  the  river 
was  commanded  by  entrenchments  on  every  side,  and  that  further 
advance  would  be  C(5Stly  in  the  extreme,  the  General  decided  that 
he  must  reconnoitre  for  another  passage  across  the  Tugela.  This 
was  forthwith  discovered.  Meanwhile,  the  day  being  Sunday,  there 
was  an  armistice  f(jr  the  interment  of  the  dead  on  both  sides. 
Grievous  were  the  sensati(jns  of  those  whose  duty  brought  them  to 
the  awesome  scene  of  death,  who  ^pent  the  long  hours  surro'inded 
by  sights  hideous  and  forms  uncouth,  the  remains  of  heroeS:  dis- 
coloured from  days  of  exposure  to  the  sun's  scorching  ray;,  to  iho 
damps  and  dews  of  night — lying  limply  rigid  and  rigidly  limp  in  the 
unmistakable  a:id  Lindescribable  abandonment  of  untenanted  clay  ; 
or  succouring  still  more  i)itiab]e  wrecks,  wrecks  joined  ])erhaps  by 
an  invisible  !■  ir.dclai-p  with  comrades  in  the  other  world,  but  still 
here,  making  v.    \-t  struggle  for  the  dignity  of  manhood,  or  fainting 
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slowly,  pcaci-ahly,  luyoinl  all  Uiiowlml^r,.  ,,f  p^i,,  ji^  ,,f  ilu;  splciulid 
heroism  that  had  placed  thtin  u'iimc  ihcy  wore! 

Out;  who  was  present  coiitn'/iited  to  lilackw'     f     Magixzinc  a 
curious  account  of  that  armistiie— that  was  not  eiitinly  an  armis- 
tice— ol  Colonci  iiamilion's  appi-ach  with  the  llaj;  of  fraternity  (so 
often  misused  and  ainisial  hy  the  Dutchmen),  and  of  the  .stran"-e 
apparitions  that  came  forth  suspiciously  oik    by  onu  from  the  depths 
of  the  hostile  trenches.      1  h;  said:   "Seldom  have   I   set  eyes  on  a 
more  ma,L;nilicent  specimen  of  male  hun)anity  than  the  Cuinmandant 
ofthetrcnchfulof  Hoers,  I'ristorius  by  name,  a  son  of  Anakby  descent, 
and_  a  ^Mllant,  ^L^olden-lxjarded   fi,i;htin.L,Mnan   by  preent  occupation; 
for  in  t.u'-away  Middlebur^-  those  miuiJity  linibs -he  told  it  us  without 
any  of  tiiat  stupid  deprecation   which   would  probably  have  ch^uac- 
terised  a  similar  confession  on  die  [)art  of  an   I''n,L,dishman— were 
wonL  to  stretch  themselves  beneath  a  lawyer's  desk.     Close  on  his 
heel.'-  came  what  a  i)erson   who  had   never  seen   Boers  be.-fore  would 
have  thoui^rlu  the  strangest  band  of  warriors  in  the  world— old  men 
with  llowiiii,',  tobacco-stained,  white  beards;  middle-aj^n  tl  m,„   uith 
beards   burnt  black    with   the   sun  and   sweat  (jf  their   forty  years  ; 
younji^   men,    mostly   clean   shaven,    e.xhibitini,^  stronL,dy    the    heavy 
Dutch   mouldin.u:  of  the   broad  nose  and  chin;  bi^f '  boys   in  small 
suits,  suits  (jf  all  kinds  and  colours,   tweed,   velveteen,   honicspun, 
and  '.shoddy,'  aU   untidy  in  the  e.xtreme,   but  mostly  as  .servi'  eable 
as  their  wearers."  ^  These  stran^je  bcnngs  formed  a  stron.t;  contrast 
to  the  men  who  joined  them,  particularly  in  their  attitude  when  con- 
fronted with  the  ghastly  f)re.i.,aound  of  death   which   madi:  the    iro- 
mine  It   feature  of  the   amicable   j)icturc.      The   eye-witness   betore 
quoted   declared   that  "  it  was  much   more  diflicult  for  them  to  c -n- 
ceal  the  natural  discomposure  which  all  men   feel   in   the  presence  of 
the  silent  dead  than  for  their  more  artificial  opponents.      bVom  the 
airy   and   easy  demeanour  of  the   unifcjrmed    British   officers,    that 
dreadful  plateau  in i_i.,rht  have  been  the  lobby  of  a   London  club.     .\ 
Ih-iton  is  at  all  times  prone  to  conceal  his  emotions,  and  certainly  in 
this  Instance  the  Idiosyncrasy   j^ave  him   a  tj^reat   social  advantage- 
over  the  superstitious   Burghers,    with   their   sidelong   glances   and 
uneasy   shiftlngs."      By-and-by,    however,    both   parties'  grew  even 
friendly,  and  the  writer  went  on  to  descril^e  an  animated  dialogue 
between  himself  .md   "a  deep-chested  old  oak-tree  of  a  man,  wlmst! 
sw.-irthy  countenance  was  rendered  more  gipsy-like  by  the  addition 
of  ear-rings.      The  opening  of  the   conversation  had  Its  humours. 
'Good-morning!'   quoth    I.      'Gumorghen.'    rumbled   the   oak-tree 
sourly.     'Surely  we  can   be   friends  for  five  minutes,'  I   ventured, 
after  a  pause.     The   rugged  countenance  was  suddenly,  not  to  say 
starthngly, Jilumijied   with  a  beaming  smile.      'Why  not,  Indeed! 
^ohy  not,  officer!     Ha\e  you  any  tobacco?'     Out   came  my  pouch, 
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luckily  filled  to  burslin-  that  very  morning,  and  the  oak-tree  pro- 
ceeded to  stuff  a  huge  pipe  to  the  very  brim,  gloating  over  the 
fragrance  of  the  'best  gold  tlake '  as  he  did  so.  1  he  rumour  ol 
lobicco  had  the  effect  of  dispelling  the  ch.ll  that  still  Img.red  on 
the  outskirts  of  that  little  crowd,  and  many  a  grimy  set  ot  hngvxs 
claimed  their  share  as  the  price  of  the  friendship  ot  the  owners,  th.- 
Commandant  himself  not  disdaining  to  accept  a  li  1  with  a  graceful 
word  oi  thanks.  Thes'  were  out  of  tobacco  m  that  trcnich,  it  ap- 
peared, and  suffering  acutely  (vom  the  deprivation  ol  what  to  a 
lioer  is  more  necessary  than  food."  ,  •  ,     , 

Near  to  the  place  where  they  were  stricken  the  Irish  heroes 
were  buried.  Their  last  bed  was  made  in  a  picturesciue  spot 
within  the  whisper  of  the  spray  of  the  river,  and  sheltered  by  the 
lc,w-spr(.ading  thorn-bushes.  The  rest  of  the  day  was  unusual  >• 
peaceful,  but  in  the  evening  the  crackle  of  musketry  Irom  lei L- 
ri-ht  ..f  the  positi.m  tak<-n  up  by  the  Durhams  again  showed  that 
tlfe  enemv  was  on  the  alert,  and  it  was  believed  he  was  preparing 
fur  offensive  operations  during  the  night.  It  was  discovered,  how- 
ever that  a  gallant  deed  had  put  any  effort  t-  rush  the  british  lines 
cut  of  his  power.  Captain  Phillips  with  eight  11  ucjackc:ts  had  effec- 
tually rendered  their  searchlight  useless,  and  had,  more».-er,  go 
safely  away  after  the  venturesome   act   had   been   perpetrated  and 

discovered.  i     ,i>  >,..,i    i.,, 

The  new  passage  was  found  by  Colonel   Sandbach  (ko>al   Ln- 
criner-rs)  at  a  point  below  the  waterfall  on  the  east,  and  again  guns, 
ba--aae.  &c.,  w-ere  ordered  to  be  removed  to  the  south  side  (>1  the 
TiK^ela       It  mav  be  advisable  to  note  that  the  armistice  mentioned 
wa'an  hiformal  one,  which  did  lu.t  interfere  with  iml'tarv  movements. 
Owin-  to  the  desperate  straits  of  the  wounded  on  Inniskilhng  Mill 
(as  the  position,  bapti/ed  in  the  blood  of  our  heroes,  had  nou'been 
christened),  the  General  had  sent  in_  a  Hag  asking  ^^^\  ^'\^' ''';;;''';;■ 
The  P.oer.s  had  refused.      On  condition  that  we  should  not  lire  on 
their  positions  during  the  day,  they  only  consented   to  =^1  ^'^^the 
bearer  companies  to  remove  the  wounded  and  bury  the  ^  «^^^^1-         '^^ 
Boers   meanwhile   improved   their   entrenchments,    and   die    Bnt is 
troops,  as  stated,  prepared  for  the  operation  of  removal  across  the 
river      This  thev  at  first  did  with  some  misgnmgs,  for  tlicy   had 
tacked  about  so  many  times,  but,  on  the  whole,  they  bore  the  strain 
admirablv.     What  with  the  hammering  of  Maxuns.   Xordenleldts. 
and  the  lluting  of  Mausers,  the  men  had  for  twelve  days  past  run 
throucd.  the  gamut  of  discomfort.      They  had  been    ed  up  with  xvai. 
They%vere  in  the  davtime  fried,  grilled,  and  toasted.      At  night  the 
cold   with   its  contrast  had   bitten  and    numbed   them.       1  hey    had 
bivouacked  now  in  keen  chilly  blasts,  now  in  intermittent  downpours 
of  rain,  which  had  drenched  them  and  made  e.xistence  a  prolonged 
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wretchedness  And  nothin-  had  I^ccn  achieved.  Lives  only  hid 
been  lost.  But  they  still  munched  their  bully  beef  and  biscuit  witli 
an  hemic  cheerfulness  and  resio-nati,.n  that  served  to  astonish  and 
insp.nt  a  I  who  beheld  it.  There  was  no  doubt  about  it  that  the 
pluck  and  perseverance  of  the  British  Tommv  had  become  subjects 
lor  wonder  and  veneration  !  '  ■' 

_  Durin.c,^  the  nioht  the  pontoon  brid-e  was  removed  from  its 
original  position  and  relaid  at  the  point  indicated  by  Colonel  Sand- 
bach.  Ihc  i^oers,  watching  the  commencement  of  the  move  were 
under  the  mipression  that  a  repetition  of  the  retirements  from  Spion 
Kop  and  \  aal  Krantz  was  f.  be  enacted.  They  therefore  deemrd  that 
i.ic  movement  might  be  carried  out  with  m.;re  expedition  did  they 
start  a  UK^gazme  lire  at  long  range  at  such  troops  as  happened  to  be 
between  Colenso  and  the  angle  of  the  river.  When  tiiev  discovered 
however  that  only  a  portion  of  the  troops  had  departed,  tb.ev  sub- 
sided and  reserved  their  ammunition  till  morning,  wlen  a' brisk 
artillery  cluel  commenced  operations-a  duel  in  which  the  liritiTi 
selves"^'^^'  '  "'  "^'"'^'^^  ""^  ^''"'^'''''  ^'^^'"S^'i^^ln^d  them- 

General  Huller's  revised  plan  was  now  to  avoid  the  enemy's  front 
and  work  back  again  to  the   Hlangwane  plateau,  whence  he  would 
In'hTu     '-'''1"'^'  ''f  "  '''r'^'  "'^^^'^  ""  redistribution  of  his  troops, 
now    In"]     r  ."■'^       ,'"   "'  expensively  acquired  position  would 
To  H.  .  """?   '^"  f-^^''"''"^  '''^^'''  ^^^^^""^  '^'■^'^  e-^treme  left, 

posted  on  the  Hlangwane  and  Monte  Cristo  positions,  while  Hart's 
l3sHIl""'  ^^%^''^''T^^  ''^  ^'-.  ■^'-^-^-  -  to  s  .eak.  of  'the  enem  at 
on  frei^^^  ''"      preventing  him   from  congratulating  himself 

bioke  into  an  aniadc,  but  awakened  few.  I- or  there  had  been  littl  • 
s  eep  that  mght.      All  had  dozed  in  their  boots,  readv  1  e  w  '  ^ 

He  cavalry  proceeded  to  range  itself  at  the  northe'rn  poin^^f  1  e 
Hlangwane  position,  ,n  order  that  by  their  guns  and  h.ng-rano-e  r  e 
fire  they  might  ass.st  the  advance  of  P.arton's  Brigade.      This  bit     e 

olkn^       (/./"''•    ,,^'^!:.^''-^P'>^'tion    of  the    forces  was   as 

wi       C;;i;>;i    .''>  ^''■'"^■\  l>rigadeon  the  extreme  rl,ht, 

lnvn<^      I    1  'T''   V'\^f'^"""   ^^'•i.^^'-^^J^^-Colonel   Kitche^e 

I     worn  d         "''"  ,    '"??^    Y>'""^''^    ^^'^^^'^'   ^^•'^"-   that    officer 
^Ms   vvounded--on     his    left,     this     latter    being    on    the    ri-ht    of 

Colonel     Northcott's    Brigade.      Colonel     .Stuan.    workin-/ w  th 

comr,os,te  regiment  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Tiigela.  prou-c^^d  the 
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Royal  Duhlin  I'usilicrs,  crept  one  and  a  half  miles  down  the  banks 
of  the  river,  the  Scots  Fusiliers  leadinir.  Mere  the  Tiij^ela  ilowed 
between  high  shelvinc;-  h.mks,  while  above  them  frowned  the 
three  spurs  of  the  threat  I'ieter's  position.  As  usual,  these 
eminences  were  well  ribbed  with  shelter  trenches,  and  em- 
bedded everywhere  were  l>oer  sharpshooters,  ready  to  pit  cunnin.ijj 
against  courage,  and  sniggle  at  the  victory  of^one  over  the  other. 
A  hot  fire  commenced  on  the  river-banks  while  Darton's  Brigade 
advanced  gallantly  towards  its  destination.  The  top  of  the  hill  was 
being  rake"d  noisily  by  the  gunners.      "  Hell  was  dancing  hornpipes 


S;iMi;€5' 


Signal  Aitaratus  of  11. M.S.  lor/r,  Moi-nt[:i>  on  Tkixk  and  usi;d  Nichtly 

TO    COMMl'NICATF.    WITH    LAnVSMITH. 

aloft,"  some  one  said.  However,  in  the  afternoon  British  bayonets 
glittered  against  the  skyline,  and  the  thing  was  done.  _  This,  the 
most  wonderful  infantry  in  the  world,  had  ascended  precipitous  cliffs 
500  feet  high,  assaulted  Tieter's  Hill,  gained  the  crest,  and  turned 
the  enemy's  left. 

This  storming  of  the  main  position,  which  was  accomplished  by 
the  Royal  Scots  Fusiliers  and  the  Royal  Irish  Fusiliers,  was  a 
remarkable  achievement,  thougli  the  enemy,  conscicnis  of  then- 
weakness  at  this  point,   and   knowing  how   completely  they   were 
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dominated    by   the    ^b)nte    Cristo    ricl^^e,    ,nade   no   very   prolonc^ed 
opposujon        .\o    sooner   had    the    brigade   occupied    t   e'hH      ha 
the  disheartened    Doers  removed   in  considerable  stre.vnh   to  .„n  e 
donoas  on   the  cast    whence   they  continued  to  be  r.oo^.ss  vc    •      1 

s.duabe.       I  hey  faded,  however,  t.,  dislodL^e  them.      At   this  lime 
smitjltaneons  attack    was   taking  place   i,?  the  ret^inn  of  t  k^       o 
other  h.lls   which   composed  the    Pi<,er's    position.  '^These  the  4 
bn^ade    under    Colonel    Xorthcott    and    L    nth    Brigade    und 
C  k,ne     Kitchener   were   now   assailing  with   ma.ninccM;t   coura^ 
1  ;  r  tuo  hours  every  spot  on  the  kopjes  had  been  s<.arched    painted 
-th    he  noxnuis  hues  oflyddite,  and  teamed  with  shrapi^t  e 

I  u  chme,  there  were  who  cared  to  remain  to  welcome 'the  bayone 

^co^  hSr  1-1     ?"'■     ,  V"'-     >'-'—■>•   advance    was    s^uxe^ 

i.rono        n  "    ^'"f    '^"I'J^    •'^^'   ^"^-"thly    blendincr   themselvc.s 

n  one       1  hc„  on  a  stidden,   as  in  the  transformatio.r  scen<.  when 

took  to  the    selves  human  shape  and  human  tonoue.  and  up  Hew  a 
suru.n.,.,  yelhnn:  mass  of  fierce  warriors,  rushin,.  the  hill   in   dec. 

g^U  of  the  setting  stin.      The  crest  was  earned  n^a^nificenUy  by 
the  Ko>al  Lancasters,  men  who  had  been  in  the  thick^f  evervthin^r 

Bnti.h  qualities  without  a   Haw;  and   the    Boers,    recocmisino-  that 
he^ame  ..s  up,  were  seen  skin.min.  the  distance  like-swallo.. 
iirht^     home  man-mficent  seiv.ce  was  done  by  the  i^nuiners  of  the 
Koyal    Navy   and   the    Xatal    Xaval    \  oluntee  s.    setwice   that    w  s 
especially  etilo.cjised   by  the  General,  who  declared  that  tl       o  se 
CO  sequent  on  the  taking  ..fthe  position  mi^ht  have  been  ftr  ,r  a 

t  to.   the  ethcient  manner  in  which  the  artillerv  was  served.      Be 
e tr'l'   I'r'^''  "'':Tr  ■'^""^^  ^^'^'-'^  "^'•'">'  c.choed, -namely,  that  h.w 
de^tde^'v"^   r"  '""'•""?•  "^^'  ^^"^^-^^  instrumental  in  winning 

dole^llv     "7  ^■'- ^'"  T'^'  ^""'y-"      ^'""^  ^1^^-  ^'-^^^  -^  ''--St  foi.'d 

unten  Ll        ir:  ^^t'  ^V^'""''  "^  ^'^^  '"'-^^'-y  -^-'<-'  ^1^--  po-sitions 
untenable.     In    urn  three  hills  were  stormed  ;  in  turn  clu^er  on  rheer 

-u  d  floV'l''  ''"'  T"^''  -'^'""^  ^'^^^  ^--^'-'''-'  banks  of    h        i     ' 
Cn  ^  who^i;.^  the  rejoiced  ears  of  those  on  HIangwane  and  Abm  e 

consummation        I  he  son^  of  victory  seemed  to  be  taken  up  bv  the 
dements,  earth  and  air  and  water,  and  the  last  Hare  o      he'o    ,s     f 
he  enemy  repeated  ,t       All  now  knew  that  the  wa^■  to  Lacl     n  I 
h^  n  \        '  ">'  t"'  ""'  ^-^''^^tion,  the  perplexitv  and  si  ^: '   ! 

an  end       Thel"       1?^  "'1'^  r^'  ^'''''^  ''''^>^  of  Colenso  had  come  to 
end  .     There,   n-ht  and  left,   were  little  black  figures  scuddin<r 
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away  like  ants  clistiirb(.'d  ;  here  streams  of  prisoners  who  had  thrown 
ii[)  hands  at  i^lint  of  bayonet  ;  on  all  sides  kopjes,  kopjes,  kopjes — 
ours,  unchallengaljly  ours! 

Some  id(ja  ol  the  situation  may  be  (gathered  from  the  description 
of  a  sert^eant  in  the  2nd  Royal  Irish  luisiliers  : — 

"On  the  27th  we  put  the  damper  on  them.  .  .  .  You  have  read, 
no  doubt,  of  liarton's  BriLjjade  deployinj;  to  the  right  early  in  the 
day.  That  dei)loyment  was  made  by  crossing  the  pontoon  bridge 
put  ii|)  during  the  night  by  the  I'^ngineers.  Instead  of  climbing  up 
the  banks  on  the  opposite  side,  we  cre[)t  down  the  water's  edge  over 
huge  rocks  for  about  a  couple  of  miles.  In  the  meantime  our  Naval 
guns,  artillrr\-,  Maxims,  were  all  blazing  away  overhead,  and  a 
terrible  rille  lire  was  raging  on  the  left  As  we  struggled  up  the 
steep  banks  the  beggars  spotted  us,  and  things  began  to  get  lIveK'. 
We  got  under  a  little  cover,  and  blazed  away  for  all  we  were 
worth. 

"  The  whole  brigade  gradually  pushed  forward  from  one  bit  cf 
cover  to  another,  but  still  the  Boers  held  their  ground.  About  five 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  staff  passed  the  word  round  to  charge 
them  (Mit  of  it.  We  left  our  cover,  and  advanced  by  half-companies 
at  the  double.  The  company  officers  were  given  a  point  to  make 
for,  and  as  soon  as  we  got  in  the  open  it  was  a  case  of  every  man 
for  himself.  It  was  a  g(.)od  8co  yards  of  open  ground  where  my 
company  had  to  cross,  and,  of  course,  they  fired  at  us  for  all  they 

were  worth.       A  good  many  dropped,  including  A and  the  two 

subalterns.  What  with  shells  bursting  and  a  front  and  cross  fire,  it 
was  like  a  full-dress  rehearsal  for  the  lower  regions.  We  got  on  the 
hill,  and  made  short  work  of  our  Brothers.  Needless  to  say,  they 
didn't  all  stand  for  the  steel.  They  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  on  us  until 
long  after  dark.  Orders  were  passed  to  hold  our  own  until  daylight. 
As  many  of  the  wounded  were  without  water,  a  terrible  night  was 
put  in.  '  The  shouts  for  water,  mingled  with  the  groans  of  the 
dying,  the  sparks  from  the  Mauser  bullets  as  they  struck  the 
rocks,  the  blackness  of  the  night.  &c.,  fairly  made  me  say  my 
prayers.  .  .  .  The  stretcher-bearers  searching  for  the  wounded 
carry  lamps,  and  these  lamps  made  a  nice  target  for  P)rother 
Boer  to  snipe  at.  Daylight  came  at  last,  the  night  mist  began 
to  clear  away,  dead  Tommies  grinning  at  dead  Boers,  wounded 
men  of  all  sorts,  everybody  stiff,  sore,  dirty,  and  tired.  The  Boers 
scooted." 

And  the  next  day  c.ime  the  serene  happiness  of  viewing  the 
Boers  in  full  retreat  behind  lUilwana  and  in  the  direction  of  Acton 
Homes,    the   winding   string   of  waggons   trekking  away  from   the; 


sccMie   of  past   triumphs 


Tht 


m 


isery,    the    lives,    the    pains,    the 


doubts,  the  disappointments  were  well  repaid  by  that  vision  of  the 
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The  Buttle  of  Picters 

departing  foe,  the  foe  moving  off  for  ever  from  the  strongholds  of 
iNatal.      .\li  had  been  accomplished  by  a  blend  of  phuk,  obduracy 
and  perseverance  that  can  scarcely  fmd  its  match  in  the  records  of 
British  prowess       They  had  suffered  at  Colenso,  they  had  tested  tlu^ 
deadly  suinmit  of  Spi,,n  Kop.     They  had  backed  out  from  that  cruel 
region  with  their  lives  in  their  hands,  and  repeated  the  same  process 
in  the  equally  terrific  area  of  \'aal  Krant/.      'Jlu  v  h.id  come   fortli 
smiling,  sta  wart,  staunch  as  (-ver,  beliexing  and  trusting  and  deter- 
mining to  hew  their  way  througli  the   rockv  wildern.ss  sown  with 
destructum  and  save  the  8o30  odd  of  tlicir  fellows  whose  lives  verily 
hung  by  a  thread.     And   now  tor  fourteen  davs,  each  hour  frau-rlu 
with   blood  and  br.ilmg,   they  had  moved  on' from   one  danuer'ous 
position  to  a  second  more  dangerous  p.)sition.  till  at  last,  aftcTr  pro- 
tracted   tonnent   and   suspense,    they   had   driven    before   them    die 
who.e   horde    of  adventurous    Dutchmen— foes   allowed   to   be    the 
Ijrayest  of  the  brave,  it   the  shiftiest  of  the  shittv.      Now  they  had 
their   reward.      The    PK)ers  were   scrambling  to  be  off-that  much 
they  ccMild  see  of  them.      It  was  only  in  those  fleeing  moments  they 
saw  theni  at  all.      At  cnher  times,  when   battle   raged  warmest,  all 
that  w;is  known  of  the  Brother  Boer  was  the  shape  and  number  of 
his  bullet ! 

The  following  officers  were  killed  and   wounded  on  the  22nd, 


-J 


rd,  and  24th  of  February  :- 


Stafl-Wouncicd,   Major-Gcicral  A.   S.  Wynne,  C.P..     3r<l    King's   Royal 

I     Rl      Tim''"^',  ^--"/.-^'-^r, /''"'"•  ^^-  ^'■'^"'^''"-^ ;  ^^•'^""^'"1.  Lieutenant  D. 
I.    B  UKicll-HoIi.nslicad-Bluncicli    and    Lieutenant   A.    F.    MacLarhlan.     2nd 

Koya    Lancaster  Rey.ment-Killcd,  Lieutenant   R.  IL  Coe  and   Second  Lieu- 
tenant iV  J.   Parker;  .TOundcd,   ALnjor  E.  W.  Veatlierd,   Lieutenant  A.  R.  S. 
MartMi,    Lieutenant   F.  C.    Davidson   (since   dead),   and    Lieutenant   R.  G.   D 
arker.   _  2nd  bast  Surrc^y  Regiment— Wounded,  Lieutcnant-C<,loneI  R.  II.  W 
L  Hams,  RLnjor  H.  L.  Smitli,  ]\Liior  IL  P.  Trcebv,  Capt.dn  F  L   \  Pacl<man 

sluie  Re^r,„,cnt-\\ounded,  Captain  P.  R.  Goren,  Lieutenant  IL  R.  Kane 
.!Zr\v  ^Tl'T-  ^''"""^  Lieutenant  C.  1 1.  Marsh.  2nd  Devonsliirc  Rcgi^ 
uent-\\ounded.  Lieutenant  E.  J.  F.  X'augi.an.  2n<i  Royal  West  Sunty 
Regiment-Wounded,  Lieutenants  P.  II.  Mastie,  IL  C.  Winfield,  an<l  A.  E 
MAamara.  1st  R.fle  Png.ade-Wounded,  Captain  and  Quarter-Master  F 
Stone  and  Second  Lieutenant  C.  D'A.  I5aker-Carr.  2nd  Ki'ng's  Royal  Rifle 
rorps-Wounded,  Lieutenant  W.  Wyndliam  and  Second  Li^utena /t  G  C 
'^r     f,"'   .l^'f,*:.  I^'-'P^'c-Wounded,  Second  Lieutenant  II.   C.  Duma  ^sq' 

1st  Rox-al  Inn.skdluig  I- us.licrs-Killed,  Lieutenant-Colonel  T.  M.  G.TI.ackeravi 
^^IaJo^  F.  A.   Sanders,    Lieutenant  W.  O.  Stuart;   wounded,   Mr,jor  C.  J     L. 

l^,v.^nn^S^';I""-'^''"'"^^^'"'''"  f-'-^«I'nia<kcrav,  commanding  the  ,st  liattalion 
in  ,uIv^.!^^:!:!?k'^:}:'"^':}^V^^  ^^  est  jnd.a  KcKmient.  subsequently  cbtninin^  lii.s  eaptain.y 


■Joval  I 


nniskillinj'-  i'"u£!!icrs  in  1881.     J) 


Adjutant 'at  .Sieira  Leone.     H 


unng  io8u  and  p.-iit  of  iSoi  li 


;iptf 
e  hcivcd  as  i'ort 


nniskilhng  Fusiliers  in  February  1897. 


e  was  promoted  to  the  c<jmmand  of  the  1st  Battalion  Royal 
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D.iviilson,  Captain  R.   M.   Foot,   LicutciiaiU  J.  Kvans,   Lieutenant  J.  N.  Craw- 
ford,  .Second   Lieutenant  C   Ridings,  Second  Lieutenant  11.  P.  I'ott,  Second 


Lieutenant.).  G.  Uevenisii ;  missing,  Second  Lieutenant 'J".  A.    D.   Hest. 


:nd 


Royil  Dublin  Fusiliers — Killed,  Ilrevct  Lieutenant-Colonel  C.  G.  H.  Sitwell, 
I)..S.C).  ;  wounded,  Lieutenant  A.  \'.  Hill,  Second  Lieutenant  A.  Broadliurst- 
Ilill,  .Second  Lieutenant  F.  15.  Lane,  Second  Lieutenant  J.  T.  Dennis.  2nd 
Gordon  Jligiilanders — Killed,  Captain  S.  C.  ^L^itland.  Inijierial  Light  Infantry 
— Wounded,  Major  Hay.  1st  Connauglit  Rangers — Wounded,  Lieutenant  J. 
L.  T.  Conroy,  Lieutenant  R.  '\'.  ILirling,  Lieutenant  H.  Moore  Hutchinson, 
I^ieutenant  A.  Wise,  Second  Lieutenant  A.  T.  Lanib(  it,  Secontl  Lieutenant  J. 
M.  B.  Wratislaw,  Captain  K.  M.  Woulfe  Flanagan  (5th  13attalion,  attached). 
Royal  Welsh  Fusiliers — Killed,  Lieutenant-Colonel  C.  C.  11.  Thorold,'  Lieu- 
tenant F.  A.  .Stebbing:  wounded.  Second  Lieutenant  C.  C.  Norman  and  Second 
Lieutenant  H.  \'.  W  Kyrke.  2nd  Royal  Fusiliers — Wounded,  Lieutenant  R.  H. 
Torliington. 

The  following-  casualties  occurred  on  the  27th  of  l'"ebruary  : — 

/w7/rv/.  -1st  South  Lancashire  Regiment — Lieutenant-Colonel  W.  M'Carthy 
O'Leary."  2nd  Royal  Scots  Fusiliers — Brevet-Major  \'.  Lewis,  Captain  11.  S. 
Sykes,  Second  Lieutenant  F.  J.  T.  U.  Simpson.  1st  Royal  WnrwicUshire 
Regiment — Lieutenant  11.  L.  Mourilyan.  Second  Ro3'al  Irish  Fusiliers — Second 
Lieutenant  C.  J.  Daly. 

WoniidiuL — -Major- General  Barton.  2nd  Scots  Fusiliers  —  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  E.  L.  Carr.  Captain  C.  1'.  A.  I  lull,  Captain  E.  E.  Blaine,  Lieutenar.  C.  II.  I. 
Jackson,  Secoiul  Lieutenant  H.  C.  Fraser.  2nd  Royal  Irish  Fusiliers — Major 
F.  F.  Hill,  Lieutenant  A.  G.  Knocker,  Second  Lieutenant  A.  Hamilton,  Second 
Lieutenant  V.  H.  Kavanagh.  ist  South  Lancashire  Regiment — Major  T.  Lamb. 
2nd  West  Yorkshire  Regiment — Captain  C.  Mansel  Jones,  Captain  C.  C.  B. 
Tew,  Lieutenant  L.  II.  Spiy,  Lieutenant  A.  M.  Bo3'all.  2nd  Derbysliirc  Regi- 
ment— Lieutenant  11.  S.  Pennell,  \'.C.  2nd  Royal  Lancaster  Regiment — Cap- 
tain G.  L.  Palmes,  Second  Lieutenant  C.  W.  Grover,  Lieutenant  E.  A.  P. 
Vaughan.  ist  Royrd  Inniskilling  Fusiliers — Seconrl  Lieutenant  G.  R.  V. 
Steward.  1st  Rifle  Brigade — Captain  and  Adj  .ant  .S.  C.  Long,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant J.  L.  Bu.xton.  2nd  Royal  Fusiliers — Lieutenant  H.  B.  G.  Macartne\'. 
2nd  Royal  Dublin  Fusiliers — Lieutenant  J.  M'D.  Hastard,  Second  Lieutenant 
De  B.  Bradford. 

1  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thorold,  of  the  Royal  Welsh  Fusiliers,  who  was  killed  on  February 
24,  became  lieutenant  on  Jinie  13,  1874.  a  captain  on  Ortoljer  2;,  1882,  a  major  on  July  10, 
1890,  and  was  promoted  to  he  lieutenant-colonel  on  March  4,  iSg6. 

^  Lieutenant-Colonel  Willi.-im  M'Cutliy  O'Leary,  conimandin.t;  the  1st  liattalion  of  the 
South  Lancashire  Regiment,  was  born  on  January  6.  1849,  ,in<l  entiMX'd  the  cSnnd  Foot  (now  the 
2nd  B.i'taiion  of  tlie  .South  Lancashire  Rej,nnient)  as  an  eiisij^n  in  th(>  old  i)urchase  days  on 
April  17,  1S69.  He  obtained  his  lieutenancy,  also  by  purchase,  on  Fel)ruary  15,  1871.  He 
was  instiuctor  of  musketry  10  tlie  rej,Mment  from  July  19,  1874,  to  March  19.  1878,  when  he 
became  captain,  re<:eived  his  major's  conuiiission  on  Auj;ust  13,  188^.  and  from  the  January 
])rccedin^''  until  January  18SS,  was  an  adiutant  of  Auxiliary  forces.  He  had  been  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  the  battalion  since  November  1X96.  He  w;is  a  Justice  of  the  I'eace  for  the 
County  of  Cork  and  one  of  the  Under  Sheriffs  of  the  city. 
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the   "f^th  of  1^  •   ^         '   V"*''>^'"'.^-..^1"">".'"      So   said   one   on 

tie   26th  ot    I  ebruary.  oiu.-   who  was  la.st  .sinkin-  in   the   slouch  of 
despondency  uuo  which  so  many  l,ad  shpped  iowc:r  and   I       ^   i^ 
they  were  sttcked  down  and  ended  iheir  trotihies  with  le^  er  u  d  i 
K'-avc.      Some  tew  days  bdore  all  heart,  hael  leapt  uith   ^n^  .  t     .'^ 
jn^  of  hopelul  s,^nals.  li.umin^  to  b.,onm„  ,.uJ.  whichiA       ."ht 
to  he  burstm.;^  the  pites  ol   their  i,npris.,nment.      .So  certain   we  e 
they    hat  the  joytul  hour  of  freedom  was  at  hand  that  the   f    ce  W"  s 
i^luced  on  fnll  rations.      -We  ca.t  alford  to  have  a  blow-.        now  • 


K.No's  Post,  tiu:  L^n.kkn.hm,  Position  of  2m>  lUrr.  k,,,,i  Lki^adi:  at  LA.nsMn,,. 
(Ruduced  facsimile  of  sketch  by  Melton  I'ricr.) 

\Mien  h.  at  la.st  came  face  to  faa^  with  civiHsation.      Then  had  come 
,loo,„-^  ootn  blacker  than   K.-ebus-ior  it  was  ,lootn  witlJ;  and 
tl  Ihe  ,L;uns-the  welcome  o.,n.s-not  tlie  obstrei)erot,s  ones 

of  Lnhvana  and  the  companion    hilLs-had    ceased    their    clamour 
Hope  vvas  gone,  and  even  the  "helio"  refused   its  communications.' 

ic  .  now  begmt  to  breed  apace.      The  air  of  Ladysmith  was  thick 
Mtl     them.      No  word   from    Huller's  column.      K^fhrs  hinted  tl 
ior  the  fourth  time  the  relief  column  had  retired  at  the  back  of  the 
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Tu,L,a-la.  Doubt,  anxiety,  suspense  s.t  in  with  renewed  terrors, 
guarter    rat.ons-the    mor..  tryin^-  bec.ui...  temporarily  dronpecl- 

Hulle.  had  novv  si-na  led  "  lu'erytiun-  pr(,.<rressing  favoural.lv."  It 
scenu.  tbat  theyhad  h.ard  tbat  message  before,  those  pooV.  lu  f- 
hoi)ehiI,  iialf-sccptical  sullerer...  ' 

Some  said  tliat  on  Tuesday.  Majuba  I  )av.  ihr  spirits  of  the  com- 
mumiy  arrived  at  the.r  nadir.      When  the  baVo.n,,,  r  o|  fate  r<...isters 
us  lowest,  u  >s  bound  to  rise.      It  rose  m  skips  and  {umps.     '-rh.Te 
r.une  thegrand  news  that  Cronjc;  had  surnMukred  tu'Lord   Rob,.rts 
It  was  evident  that  the     loers  too  had  heard,  understood,  a.ul  decided 
that  taey  must  scuttle  the  nc-xt  .nornin-.      Si-ns  of  disturbanc  e  were 
evu  ent.      Lon-  serpentine  lines  of  trekkin-  wa--.)ns  we-e  ihrowin^r 
up  dust  columns  in  the  ro.uls  leadin-  to   .Modder  Spruit  and   IW 
worth:  drove.s  of  oxen   were   hurried  alon.^r  ^s  fast  as  hoofs  would 
earn-  them       (,uns     the  terrible  guns  which  for  i  18  davs  had  baved 
and  barked  and  rumbled  and  thundered-^were   in  course^  of   bein- 
dismantled.      \\  hat  ,hd  it  all  nu-an  ?     Time  was  wh,-n  the  "braves'" 
in  Ladysmith  would  have  sallied  forth  with  th.eir  inherent  dash  .nd 
turneu  the  retreat  into  a  rout.      lUit    things  were    changed.      Men 
and  horses  were  now  almost  too  weak  to  enter  into  sustained  r.,„- 
flict  with  a  mosquito,  h.id  a  mos<|uito  deigned  to  look  at  them       Hut 
most  0   them  were  past  even  the  attentions  of  mosquitos.      All  thev 
could  do  was  to  send  a  salvo  at  the  heels  of  their  torm^.-ntors,  and 
hope   that  one  or  two  shells  at  least  might  serve    to    -speed    the 
parting  guest.       This  was  all  they  could  attempt.      They  also  flashed 
to  Monte  Crist.)  a  message— a  deplorabl.;  messa.re-r,,ll  of  their  de- 
spair and  despondency,      ft  said,  "  (Harrison  liitterly  disappointed  at 
delay  o    relieving  lorce  "     This  was   at  twelve  o'cloci<.  "Then,   as 
nough  bate    with  a  full  appreciation  of  the  picturesque,  had  placed 
iier  highest    ight  against  her  deepest  dark-then,  within  the  hour 
came  back  glorious  news  ! 

"  I  lave  thoroughly  beaten  the  enemv.     Believe;  them  to  be  in  hill 
retreat.      Have  sent  my  cav.ilrv  to  ascertain   which   wav  they  have 
gone.       Surprise,   rapture,   prolonged   jubilation!     Cheer    on    cheer 
rcse  on  the  clear  midday  air  and  rang  for  miles,  till  the  sick  in    In- 
tombi  camp  lifted  pallid  heads  and  strained  their  ears  and  wondered 
1  hen    came  the  ro  hng  National   Anthem  and    "Rule    Britannia" 
and   Sir  George  W  hue  and  those  around   him  who  had  grown  old 
within  the  spell  of  those  awful  ,  ,8  days,  began  to  grow  young  again. 
And  soon   the  jack    I  ars  set  to  work  and  the  Naval  guns  pounded 
away  with  a  reckless  disregard  for  ammunition  and  a' zest  that  did 
them  credit       "  One  more  go  at  him  !-only  one  morel-only  one 
more       ami     Long  Tom,    which  was  in  act  of  being  dismantled, 
was  the  subject  of  boisterous  farewells. 
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The    Relief*  oF  Ladysniith 

THi:  Rv.wr:   ..r  ladvsmith 

At  six  ();i..ck  on  th.-  .venin-  ot  il,c  2S1I,  .,1  \\^n-uurs  all  tlx' 
suM.rm-.  suspense,  uiul  t.nsicn  ca.nc  t<.  an  .ml.  Tin.  nhstin  ,1, 
res.stana.  ilu.-  h.roic  cmbats.  the  mm,,  -  starvation,  tlic-  annalli  ■ 
melancholy  ui  entorced  exile,  all  u,  ,e  ov(  r.  '  '  " 

In  the  latr  altern-HHi   tlmse  vi.-win-  thcr  departure  ..f  tl„.   I!,,,  rs 

'  t   tl,.,     alle>    horsemen  recklessly  apprnachin.n.  rich.i^^  at  lull  eallnp 
acioss   the   open.     (,.. nurtures   wild    were  attempted.      Hearts   he- 
S^an   to  liutter   to  stand  still,  to  heat  a^ain  with  sharp  cjuick  thuds. 
H.KTs.>     Orliullers  cavalry  .^     V.s-  no-y.. !     Ihulah'      Hurrah- 
I  II  •)■  wrre  i:onin.i(~the  s(|uadron  was  distinctlv  visible  -  tliev  w.  n- 
making  d,n-ct  lor  La.lysmith.      A  roar  went  up'  Iron,  a  nu.ltit^ule  of 
th        s.         he   .Ma.uhestcrs  on   Ce.sar's  Can,p,  th<-  Cordons  at  Mv 
Kr.al,  and  presently  the  troops  in  the  town,  hroke  into  shouts  u{ 
exultation.      Soon   it   was   known    everywhere  thev  were  .oniinL'- 
a,mmi^p.>mnij,.---at  l,ast--at  last!      It  was  <,uite  'true.      There  was 
Lord  1  undonald  w.th  Major  Mackenzie  (Liiht   Mors,.)  and  Ma 
Oou^h  (.6th  l.;u,cers).  accompanied  hy  tiie  little  column  of  Colonial, 
.errand  ,,.alant   le  lows  ol   the  Li^ht    Horse.   Natal  Caral.inee.s       uj 
Bo  der   Alounted    I'ohce.    .some   three    hundred   of  them,    pou   cl     J' 
across  the  open  coimtry  as  last  as  hors.s  would  carrv  th,m  ^ 

In    the  twilight  the   troops  sped   alon-  over   ho'ulder  and   n  rk 
;'>vn   don.cra  and   ravn,e.  reckles.  of  every  olxstacle,  an.l  at  1 '  s,  t    '• 
.n.    ujcholy  ,,ernneter  was  reached.     Then  from  out  the-  ,loon  '  a    e 
a  cl  al  en^^e.     A  Hnt.sh  voice  called  "  I  lalt !     Who  ^.>es  There  ^  '     A 
Br,  ,sh  voice  .^aveanswer-the  almost  unbelievable-  answer-'- T 
Ladysm.th  Ke-hevn,Lr  Army."     Four  words,  just  f..ur  words  '      J- 
dH^e  seemed  to  be  opened.      I-'rom  all  cjuarters  came  crowdin<' 

Ir^en"  I  ~'l   7'"^^  ';""';■  ^^"'^'\^^'''^''"^^''  voices  of  the  lamished--n- 

bat    red  and  almost  bootless-h.appy.  yet  for  all  that  deplorablv  saci 
n   their  happmess.       I  ears  even  .^listened   on   some  cheeks  .•uul 
ome_eyes--the  ''unconquerable  British  blue-  eves  "  of  the  Lady  mi 
.nvincibles.       \\  ,th  a  due  sense  of  decorum.'and  in  the  detern  in 
.on  to  o,ve  none  tie  precedence,  the  procession   had  arran' hI   if 

n  special  order.      I  he  Xatal  Carabinee-rs  and  Imperial  Li-ht  s. 

ndmo-  two  and  two  abreast,  with    Major  (;ou,h  at  the  head  o      1  c 

column,  now  marched  in  triumph  into"  the  town 

rl.f^nl  '''^Vl'"l''''''-''^"^''   '''^>'  '''''''  '"^-'t   ''V   r.eneral  White    the 

fender  of  Ladysm.th.  levered  and  thin  and  , rev-haired,  vet  n 
nth  tie  carnaue-  of  one  who.  without  the  strenoth    has  the  inev 

S'lo ';i.rr'r  ''^-^  r-' '''''  ^'^^  ^^"'  ^^  ^^-  '^'^  -•>'  - -^ 

Mn    Hamilton,   heroes   of  the    defence.      Each    instant   the   .scene 
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The  Transvaal  War 

trained  in  colour,  in  vehemence,  in  pathos.     Cheers  and  tears  were 
com.nin-led.      Women  wept  unreservedly.      Men,   to   dispose   o     a 
lump    iiT  their    thn-.us,    shouted    with    all    the    scanty    vigour   that 
a  limited  diet  of  horse-sausage  and  mule  would  allow.       but  new 
life   coursed   through    their    veins.      There    was    no  glow   ol    health 
on  their  checks,  but  the  gleam  of  joy  in  their  eyes  rcndered_  them 
voun-    .ilm<yst   hale.      The   Kafhrs  and  coolies  gave  expression  to 
their  mpture  bv  dances  and  shouts  that  relieved  the  almost  solemn 
ecstasy  of  the  moment.      Then   General  White,  surrouiu  ed  on  one 
side  by  his  pallid,  worn,  and  wounded  heroes,  on  the  other  by  the 
bronzed  warriors  of  the  relieving  force,  made  a  bnet  address  to  the 
crowd:    -People  of  Ladysmith,"  he  said,  in  a  voice  Uiat  wavered  with 
the  emotion  it  was  needless  to  conceal-"'  People  oi    Ladysmith, 
thank  you   one   and  all    for   the  patient  manner  you  have  assisted 
me  during  the  siege,      l"  rom  the  bottom  ot  my  heart   1   thank  y<ui. 
It  hurt  me  terribly  when  I  was  compelled  to  cut  down  ratuMis,  but 
thank   God,    we   have   kept   our   Hag    Hying!"      Cheers    broke   out 
afresh    and   then   the   battered   multitude  with   one  voice   rent  the 
erev   ^loom   of   the   ex'ening,    and    the  strains   oi    '•  God    save    the 
Oueen  '•   rang  forth,  till  the  banks,   hollows,   and  rocks  of  the  sur- 
,-ounding  country  gave  back  the  glorious  retrain.         hat  night  Sir 
Geon-e'  White,   with   his    valorous    olleagues  around    him    gave   a 
dinner  to  the  newly  arrived,  and  these  sat  down  with  a  leelmg  of 
exaltation,  almost  of  awe.  to   find   themselves  thus  in    the   lamihar 
company   of  heroes.     And   all   were   conscious  ol    a   strange  sense 
of  unreality  which  pcvvndcd  the  scene.      It  was  almost  impossible 
to  realise  that  the  drama  was  played,  that  they  were  about  to  ring 
down  the  curtain  on  the  last  act.      jt. was  scarce  p.,ssibletc>  believe 
that   for  three    months  the    Natal    P  leld    Porce  had  kept  at  ba>    a 
force   double  its    number,    had    fortified    and    held    a    penmeter    of 
fourteen    miles    against    the    most    fiendish    inventions    ^^"'^'^ 
artillery,    had    made    brilliant    sorties   and    repulsed    assaults    innu- 
merable—two of  them  being  ferocious,  almost  hand-to-hand  combats 
—had    fouoht   and  watched   and   sickened   and   starved.      .   .   And 
now,  all  wa's  changed.      Those  dire  experiences  were  over  for  ever ! 
Yet   the  effect  of    them    remained.      As  a  consequence  ot    the 
close  confinement   of  some    20,000    persons,    disease   was    stalking 
abroad,   even   attacking   those   who    but   an    hour   ago    had   neared 
the  place.      Away  at   Intombi  camp,  too,  where  drugs  were  scarce, 
many  of  the  patients-convalescent  patients-were  sinking  for  want 
of  the   sustaining   food   which   was  necessary   to  recovery.       1  here 
was  re-ret.  poignant  and  newly  awakened,  m  this  moment  ot  reliet, 
regret  standing  dry-eyed,  yet  with  a  grievou.s  ache  at  the  heart- 
regret  that  before  had  learnt  to  bear  and  be  still.      It  was  ^po^;^^!' 
to  see  the  glad  side  without  also  remembering  the  deeply  pathetic 
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The   Relief  of  Ladysmith 

one  The  pestiferous  atm.xsphere  breathed  of  fever  and  dise  ise 
and  those  commy-  into  u  realised  only  too  well  what  Iku'o  su ch  ui 
atmosphere  must  have  played  on  tl.:  sicklv  and  the  starve  Vic 
sides  this  there  were  -aps-woeful  ^aps.  Names  that  dared  not  be 
mentioned,  spots  that  could  scarce  bL  looked  upon  wi  drv  eves 
he  bronzed  warriors,  who  da>-  after  day  had  shown  touoh' fn  nt^ 
to  the  enemy,  and  whose  ceaseless  struggles  should  have  har  1  ■  'l 
thenwo^anotion.  now  turned  aside  to  conceal   the  agony  .:^t^t 

Outside  the  town   in  a  sheltered  hollow  below  Wa<r,.on  Hill    was 

l^Zrf"  ''    t^^^-       "^'"^-    "'^^^^  ^'^^^    shacl^-  of       p     s 
rets    laN    the   honoured   remains   of  bra^■e  fellows  who  had  'rWcn 

hemselves     o   save  the  town,   and  with   the  town   the   prestioe   Jf 

e.r  n.otherland.      fhc  earth  barely  covered  them,  but      r  •  f  that 

then-  iKjace  was  perfect       They  had  struggled  to  save   Nat  id 

Natd     hrough   them  and  the   survivors  was  saved.      If  the  e  is 

3':  i.;;'!;;;^' f^-!::,.^yi-  '^--^  p--^^  -  ^o  ti.  invi:^b;e': 
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peer  >  „v„  and  observe  ci.e  issues  ,7  i^.r      d  c  s%      w"  % 
grcu    l,„>H-    those    siJenuid,  those  seh-ab„e,..ti„..  o,  "s      vl  o     Ld 

be  t Vr^l   d"  ""'  "'"  '"  "'^-  »'---'  -J--i"S  ■'■■.'-  reaped  their 


The  effect  in   England  of  the  ne«s  of  the  relief  „.as  trulv  snr 

On    1  liursday  the    ist  of  A  arch  the  wIioIp  Cif,-  -.r  T        i         '•■'"• 
consent  burst  into  jubilation.      Ex4rv  Invm  l^e-i    .•  V?'''"  'T  T 

m   the   llesh,  had   been   there  m  the  spirit  these  manv    manv  d 
Never  was  such  a  spontaneous  outburst  of  rejoicina  l' '    \       tioi ';  f 

5^;:te"^api^/--te- 

as  it  :™;L'^;*'.r:  ;;'::ith'"'  The ,;:;;;.  "•■'""^  '-^'-'^  ^'-"^'-^ 

1  1      .-■         >-  »>-i\  t-aiiii.       1  ne  news  came  in  at  k-i  \  m       ^\^r 

pf^-i:-.;^ir:^rXe.-rr-:€£ 
.o„;  .C^^:n -;i£-r  ^ct^i/z:;^-  ^^i^i,-:^ 
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The  Trans\aal  War 

patriotic  scnv^,  till  an  ignorant  spectator,  if  t)ne  such  there  could 
have  been,  might  have  imagined  Bedlam  to  have  broken  k)ose. 
"Rule  Britannia,"  "(iod  save  the  Queen,"  "Tommy  Atkins," 
"The  Absent  -  Minded  Beggar"  —  all  tunes  poured  forth  to  an 
accompaniment  of  cheers.  Ihe  Lord  Mayor  was  called  out,  and 
appeared  on  his  balcony.  He  was  forthwith  invited  to  speak.  The 
great  man  opened  and  shut  his  mouth — he  was  much  moved  with 
the  general  emotitjn — but  no  sound  penetrated  the  uproar.  Cheers 
loud  and  \-ehement  tore  the  air,  and  the  walls  of  the  civic  domain 
literally  shook  with  the  inspiriting  fracas.  Then  for  a  moment  or 
two  there  was  a  lull,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  opi^ortunity,  in  a 
short  sincere  speech  the  Lord  Mayor  expressed  himself. 

"Fellow-citizens,  this  news  of  the  relief  of  Ladysmith  makes  our 
hearts  leap  with  joy.  We  are  now  satisfied  that  at  last  our  sacri- 
fices of  blood  and  treasure  are  not  in  \'ain  ! " 

Upon  that  the  crowd  roared  itself  hoarse,  sung  "  For  he's  a 
jolly  good  fellow,"  and  never  with  better  cause,  for  Sir  A.  J.  Newton 
had  put  the  best  of  himself  into  the  launching  of  the  glorious  C.LX'.'s. 
By-and-by  came,  with  banners  and  much  ceremony,  a  deputation 
from  the  Stock  Exchange,  and  after  them  wa\-es  on  waves  of 
shouting  enthusiasts  —  a  spectacle  so  un-I\nglish,  so  genuine,  so 
unrestrained,  that  the  gloomy  decorous  regions  of  the  City  seemed 
suddenly  to  have  become  things  apart,  card-houses  to  fill  in  the 
background  to  a  soul-stirring  scene.  Everywhere,  in  the  alleys  of 
"'Arriet,"  in  the  haunts  of  the  "wild,  wild  West,"  at  the  Bank,  in 
Leadenhall  Market,  and  along  the  Thames,  went  up  the  jubilant 
echo — "Ladysmith  is  relieved!"  Whereupon  windows  and  balconies 
were  dressed.  Hags,  red,  white,  and  blue,  and  the  green  of  lu-in  with 
its  romantic  harp  in  the  corner,  lluttercd  wings  of  ecstasy  from  every 
British  nest,  and  from  everv  British  household  there  rose  unani- 
mously  a  rapturous  cry  that  was  almost  a  sob,  a  cry  of  thanksgiving 
that  the  end  had  come,  and  that  Ladysmith  and  the  honour  of  the 
old  country  were  saved  ! 


lif  bi  < 


THE   FORMAL    I£NTRY 

It  seemed  but  artistic  that  Lord  Dundonald  and  his  brave 
irregulars  should  have  met  the  keen  edge  of  joyous  welcome,  that 
the  burst  of  enthusiasm  which  greeted  them  should  have  been  the 
heartiest  of  which  Ladysmith,  after  a  siege  of  i  iS  days,  was  capable. 
It  was  right,  almost  beautiful,  that  the  staunch  Colonials,  wlio 
so  well  had  fought  for  the  Empire,  should  be  the  ones  to  throw 
open  the  doors  of  the  dolorous  prison,  ^uid  deliver  those  who  had 
been  not  only  victims  to  the  devilish  machinations  of  the  Boer, 
but  had  suffered  from  the  active  ache  of  suspense  and  the  passive 
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The   Formal   Entry 


one  of  survat.on,  from  iIkt  hellish  hnndagc.  Tlu.-ir  inlor.nal  n.,nin.r 
uas  part  an.I  p,u-a:l  o.  the  unn.hcarsed  ancflhc  splendid  U.at  appe  ed 
at  ev<.ry  corner  m  ih.s  absolutely  inconiprehcnsihle  war  ' 

1  he  next  day  thni.L^s  were  more  decorously  done-niore  I^n-dish 

re^l  7''T^-^n^u''''  ^"^'  ""^""^  '•-^""-'  ^'^-■-  -vay.^a^d 
o}  e  rmv  ''  ''^'  i  l-nter  straightened  out  the  Innp  hadd.one 
c  1  mn  -  V'"  '""'"  't''"'^'  1>'-I'--^-"^  to  wc.lconle  the  relief 
column.  Ihere  were  cleansni-s  and  p..lishin-s,  washing's  and 
l-.shu>^s  up.  o  a  ramshackle  kind,  it  is  true,  bui  the  u  .  ed 
oi   the  (>ld   parade  clays    returned.       Poor  skeletons  of  horses  w  re 

don^that  ti  "^  ^'"'-'  ''"-''  ''"•''  """"^'^-^  -'^'  everything  as 
•   1  Sh    'il       r'''  •■'"""■"'■'^,  "'  '^'''  '"^'^^"cholv  perinieter  would 

a  1     V.      Shortly  .-jlter  noon  on  the  3rd  of  March  Sir  Redvers  Duller 
nalc    his   f.rnjal    entry.       H.s   arrival    was    somewhat    une.vpected 
ad  thc.-e  was  httle  effervescent  demonstration.      Sir  C;eor^e\\hi  e 
and    S>r    kedver.s    ]  uller    meetni^^   with   a   handclasp,    said   at   first 

Ulat  el.e  could  be  done?  1  her,,  was  much  to  sav.  so  much 
that  must  remam  ever  unsaid,  and  throats  to-day  were  too  tLdulv 
co,npressed  n,  stran^lny,  the  lar<,e  and  unspeakable  emotion  tll^ve 
treets'  la']  'i^""'^^-"-'  j-^^^.^'i^^  of  speech.  Meanwhil,.  the  forh.rn 
strcets_  had  be,<^un  to  1,11.  1  hey  were  maroi„ed  by  the  <rarrison 
and  with  them  were  collected  such  of  the  s  ,rrv  ciJilia  V^s  were 

IKA    came  out  wondenn-    almost  difndcnt.      Was  it  possible  that 
e  mormn^  message  ot  n.elenite  was  no  lonc^er  to  be'heard?     1 
e  hoa,s<    cadence  o    hostile  artillery   was  silent  for  ^ood  ?      Was 

tl^-U^'"'Z/""^'  ■■;"'-'—!'--  -'--l  peaceful  as  a   Swi;! 

landscape:  ley    scarcely    recogmse<l    themselves    or    thc-ir    sur- 

ro^mdmo..  .vnd  looked  da.edlv  to   ri^ht   and   left  as   on  a  clan  ^ 

uorld.  ^  Sn-  Georcre  \\  hue,  with  his  staff,  now  took  up  a  nositi   nin 

^on    o,  the      own  Hall,  where,  backgrounded  by  the  ruimi    u^^    " 

h,  d  b.en   battened    as  .t  w-re,  by  the  whole 'armourv  of  Satan- 

the  brokcMi  blue  fn  hou.ses  and  the-  parched  trees.  theVrout,  made 

an  appropriate  picture  of  noble  wreck_of  aristocrktical^hL^^' 

I  he    relievers,    thouoh    physicallv    hale,    were    externallv    tarcev 

-ore  presentable  than  the  relievc^d.      The  outsi,;;^        '     'tn  e    we    • 

H.,,n-imed    and    tattered,    thou,,di    robust    and    swarthy;     w    if e     1  : 

nvmcibes   ri^.cved  up  in  honour  of  their  deliverers  in\sund  v  1  es  ' 

and  was  u;d  and  scrubbed  to  a  nicetv.  .s<-em<.l-soap-like-      hat''- 

oudd  s ;  theT;"T  r^^r^  ^'  ;^'^^"''^"-  ^^  ^^^y  ^'  ^^^  ->'-^ 

II        iu  in-^r  ■''i^nnka.tre  that  was  printed  on  man  and  b.ast. 

r.    1  Z'l  f       ^;^'™"'^^  r:"  1^^'".^^  -strips  of  colour,  national  emblems 
.leathered  from  hither  and  thither  to  mark  a  rapture  that  it  was  imj    s 


."1/ 


The  Transvaal  War 


if  '.'J 


siblc  for  human  tnn-iic  to  dcsci-ilK:.       Vmm  h<.tcl.s  and  habitations 
the  citi/rns   lu'-an   to   pour   ioilh   and   to  con,i,rrc,<;ate.      And  thrn, 
when  all  were  collected,  the  curtain  drew  up  <.n  the  most  womh-ous 
scene  that  the   nineteenth  century  has  witnessed— the   march   past 
of  the   Ladysmith   Relieving;  Column!      Sir  Redv(-rs  r.ullrr.   imper- 
turbable of  visa-e  as  usual,   accompanied  by  his  statt    rode;  at   ihr 
head    of   his    ma-nificent    warriors,    and    l.-adin-,    ui    the    plac;    ot 
honour,    were  the  valorous    Dublin    1-usilirrs,  the  poor  but  -  nnous 
remnant,  consisting  now  of  40')  of  the  ori-in^l  battalion  who  had  so 
Lrrandly  acquitted  themselves  in  many  battleticlds.      Next  came  Mr 
Charles   Warren    and    the    Fifth    Division,   and    aiteruards  (.eneral 
Barton  and  CeiK'ral    Lvttcllon's   llri-adc^s-.-oodly  iellows  al  ,  who 
had  proved   themselves' deliberately   brave  and   dou-htily  unde  eat- 
able      Meanwhile  the  pipes  and  drums  of  the  Gordon   Highlanders, 
with   sue;     .i-our   as    was   left   them,   made   c-xhilaratin-   music,   to 
which    was    united    the    clanking    and    clampm-    ot    the-    .\rtillery 
Howitzer   Balterv   and    Naval    P.ri-ade  as   they   tiled  past   with   up- 
roarious martial  rampa-e.      K ach  section  was  greeted  with  admini^ 
cheers       The   re-im<nts   moved   al.)ni,^   in    review   order,    a   sujmiI) 
thron-r,   bronzed,  "and   battered,   and  brawnv,  a  curious   contrast   to 
the   irdlid   and    emaciated    comrades-In-arms-morally    superl)    too, 
but  physicallv  de'^nnierate— who  welcomed  them.      1  he  spectacle  was 
unitiue  in  soiil-stirrin.n:  .crrandeur  as  in  unsi^oken  pathos 

''A  march  of  lions,"  said  Mr.  Churchill,  who  had  played  his  part 
with    Lord    Dundonald's   torce.  and  was  now  looked  on  as  a  critic. 
"A  procession  of  c,nants,"  said  some  one  else,  who  watched  the  lines 
and  lines  of  heroes  t^reeting  each  other  with  wild  hu/.zas  .      1'  riends 
kindred,   comrades-in-arms-from   cither   side   the  yawnm-  -ult   et 
destruction,    iVom    even    the   voracious   maw   ot    death— tliey    came 
together    a-ain,    all    jubilant,    all    .c,renerously    api)reciative.    all    se  t- 
resnectincr'and  -lowin'^r  with  honest  and  honourable  emotion.       I  lie 
Gordon   Highlanders  cheered  the  Dublins.  the   1  )ublins    with  little 
spricrs  of  crreen  in  their  caps,  responded  ri-ht  royally  to  the  -reetm- 
of  the   Scotsmen.      One  battalion  of  the  Devons  met  its  twin  bat- 
talion :  the  men  of  doughty  deeds,  lai-e-hearted  and    ar-.-lun,Licd 
accosted  with  zest  the  men  of  equally  dou-hty  deeds  but  dwindled 
frames,  whose  deep  l)ass  iiotes  cracked  with  the  strain  of  rollicking 
intention  and  futile  realisation.  ,      ,    ,  r    1  1 

While  all  this  was  going  forward,  from  the  balcony  of  the  ga.  I 
a  wonderin'r  crowd  of  P.oer  prisoners  lookt;d  on  agape.  1  hey 
could  barelf  believe  the  evidence  of  their  eyes  :  the  town  was  free 
Had  their  compatriots  at  last  turned  tail  and  bolted  .  i  hey  st.irecl 
down  on  the  va^t  inrerminal)le  av(>mie  of  men  and  guns  winding 
throu-h  what  only  the  dav  before  yesterday  was  a  hery  concave— 
watcircd    a   continuous   moving  multitude,   tattered    and   begrimed, 
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s.KldIe-brow,i  and  burij-^and  little  by  little  bc,;an  to  fathom  the 
meanm.^.  to  themselves  of  this  mi.^hty  displav.  The  de  pi  '  1 
rooM.eks  had,  a  tc.-  all,  not  .ven  been  thrust  into'tlu.  sea:  in  f  c^^ 
appeared  that  th-  sea  had  cultivated  a  trick  of  castin..-  up  ronineks 
l^^jhe^  thousand,    to    be    killed     in    scores    only    to^o^J    uph; 

l".y-and-by,  when  the  military  parade  was  over,  the  .\b.vor  of  the 

V     .  Mk  baniuhar.  presented  .Sir  (leor^^e  White  u.th  an  address, 

ion  1      r  ^■'"'l";''''\'"r   '-'"V'    '"''"''itants   expressed   their  ..pprecia! 

Irin         ;      "'     "'  ^'"'r  '^"  \'^'"  '■"  ^'^"■^"  ^'--'^  ^'--^vs  of  ,'hlrance. 

1  lat  er  n,^r    e  erence  was  also  made  to  the  se-rvices  of  C.'eneral  1  lunter 

and  Colonel  \    ard  (.  .A.( ;. ).     To  these  officers  the  (ien.M-al     n  r  • 

aluded    .rratelully.    c.ulo^,sin<,   the    wo,-k    do,,,    bv  the    lo  „     ,'       "i 

cs  n,,,,     ,H,,,„^^,^^^^,^^.  ..,^^.^^  supply  officer  since    Moses."  ' 

-X";  m'  ::"T^';'"/;'  '"^  f^'""""    '"^^'^•"-    "'"  ^'-    --Hans      f 
hro  X     '  .,  r  ':        '"■'•"  "^^"^'-^  ^^''-  ^""^'  -^^i  true  sokhc.rs 

Ir  h  .  7^'  ""-■'"■'''  ,'""'"•  ^  '^^^•'^^'  '■'•'"^"-'^■^  ^vere  followed  bv 
^  ^ssed  hi^  "7  '•'■  ^"  ""'"'"  "'"  1--Iysmith.  The  Abu.  • 
expressed  his  prale  m  the  manner  the  civili.an  population  had 
con,K.rted  useli,  and  the  excellent  feelin,,  that  had  exiited  ,  wee 
both  cm  md  m.luary  authorities.  He  then  presented  an  illu- 
mmated  audress  to  Sir  Kedvers   Duller,  of  which   the   f^,llown,ris 

b^  mo      ™i^    V  L  Tr!  '■^'"■"^"""^  "-  inl>abitants  of  the  said  bomugh, 

Siilillil 

lo  Sir  Redvers  BulIerT— 


"TlianL  Cod  for  news  you  have  telegrapiicd  to  nie. 
Congratulate  you  and  all  under  you  with  all  my  heart. 

To  Sir  George  White  :  — 


'V.R.I." 


tryi^Jlg,  ti^'Stn,3;lc^^i:ir^^ '-'' '-'  -  -^  ^^-  y-  '-^  -^^ 

"  Wv^!:^  ^n"  'r'  ^"  '■"'"'  >-°"  ^•°"'  '^'^  botton.  of  ,„v  heart, 
i  rust  >ou  are  all  not  very  much  exhausted. 
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Reply  from  Sir  GciDr^^c  White  to  the  Queen  :  — 

"  \'uur  Majesty's  most  f,M'acious  mcssa.^-e  lias  been  received  I)}-  nic  wiih 
deepest  giaiitude  and  witli  entliusiasni  by  tlic  troops. 

"Any  liardsliips  and  privations  arc  a  innulred  times  compensated  for  hv 
tlie  sympathy  and  appreciation  of  our  Queen,  ami  vour  AFaiestv's  message  will 
do  more  to  restore  botli  ol'licers  and  men  than  anytliing  else. 

"Gknkr.m,  .Siu  Geoi;i;i:  Whiti:,  Ladysmiili." 

The  following,'  idet^rain  was  received  by  the  ( )iieen  from  Sir 
Redvcr.s  Pniller  :  — 

"Troops  much  appreciate  your  Majesty's  kind  telegram. 
_      "Your  Majesty  cannot   know   how  much  your   svinjiatliv  has   helped   to 
inspire  them.  .  .  i 

"Gk.nkrai,  RuLLi:k." 

An  additional  tele,^rram  was  .sent  Ijy  the  Oueen  to  Sir  Kedvers 
Buller  on  the  2nd  inst. : —  "  "" 

"  Pray  express  to  the  Naval  r.rigadc  my  deep  appreciation  of  the  valuable 
services  they  have  rendered  with  their  guns. 

"\'.R.I." 

Later  on  a  special  Army  Order  was  issued  as  Io11<avs  :— 

Gall.vntrv  of  Irish  Ri:gimkxts  i.v  Soi'Tii  Africa— I  )isti\ctio\ 
TO  i!i;  Worn- ox  St.  Patrick's  Day. 

Her  Majesty  the  Queen  is  pleased  to  order  that  in  future,  upon  St.  Patrick's 
Day,  all  ranks  in  her  Majesty's  Iri.sh  regiments  shall  wear,  as  a  distinction, 
a  sprig  of  shamrock  in  their  headdress,  to  commemorate  the  gallantry  of  her 
Irish  soldiers  during  the  recent  battles  in  South  Africa. 

Soon  after  this  came  the  transformation  scene.  Sevent}-three 
wai,^gon-loads  of  supplies,  eleven  of  which  contained  hospital  comforts, 
beganto  wind  into  the  town.  Maj(jr  I\Iori,ran  and  Colonel  Stanley,' 
like  fairy  godmothers  in  the  story-book,  waved  the  wand  of  office,  and 
promptly  the  machinery  began  to  revolve,  and  manna  in  the  form  oi' 
nourishing  food-stuffs  poured  into  the  famished  regions.  The  lioers. 
too,  in  the  precipitate  retreat  had  left  welcome  loads  of  grass,  herds,' 
and  ammunition — the  ammunition  of  the  besieged  was  well-nigli 
exhausted — besides  individual  necessaries  whicli  came  in  handy.  J  kit 
of  course,  the  macliinery  of  relief,  well  as  it  worked,  could  scarcely 
work  fast  enough  to  make  an  appreciable  result,  and  save  inv.ilids 
who  were  sinking  from  the  protracted  trial.  It  was  amazing  how 
the  .sick  list  swelled.  Many  who  had  come  into  the  town  jocund 
and  jaunty,  found  themselves  in  a  (qw  hours  clutched  by  the  fell 
fever.^  It  was  enough  bit  to  breathe  the  tainted  atmosphere  to 
fall  sick,  and  those  who  were  .seized  at  once  discovered  ;ill  the 
horror  of  helplessness  in  an  area  where  provision   for  the  comfort 
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of  the  suffcrinor  ^as  vvcll-ni<rh   cNlvumf,.,!       I       i  ■        .      . 

impossible  for  iHii-uishi ,,,,',.,  1      '■',""^  "'  ■■'■''•■■'•     '^  "•'••> 

talons  needc-d  scirce      t         ,-  -staryafon  and  fanzine  ;  the  .aunt 

s..mc  of  tlu-n    ^^rc     lad    o     o       Th      T  '^'P'  ''''''  -^'^--trct  and 
were   24  officers    uKf--,;"  i  •  '"  'l''"''^'''  '"''  '''  '"^'^"'^  "''  ''^'il''"^' 

numbered  ix'nke^.uKl-Tr;/'  f'^-'^  ^^"'■"^''^'■^'    ''>  ^'^'^"^^^ 

Ti.ef.iio.in:s;:eS'Ar:n;o^i:^^:^-:;Lr;^^ 

Queen  and  cot.ntrv.  Tlic  ''  ison  "  '  '  '°/"^.""''""  '''''  ^""o"'"  o'"  tf'Hr 
position  a.^ainst  every  at  ack'u  I  r^    ^1   Lady.sm.th   for  lour   „,o„tl,s   held   the 

-i.h  adnurable  fortL'udr  T;:e  V  ^"i'.'^ro-i^rT";  T'  "l'"'*^^'  ''^  '"■'•-'"•-« 
unknowncountry,ncrossimfordal.i/r  "rs  and"  !'"  "  "?''^  "'  '^■'''>'  ''"'^^g'' 
m  the  face  of  a  fullv-nrcmrr,!    ,  ■    i  ',         ^^"^  '''""'-'^^  inaccessible  hei-dits 

tion  of  the  truest  ciuTu-hi,''''"''''^'  ''".'^"-^  ^"'-^"•>--  ^^^  tl>e  exhib  ^ 
it  accon,piished  its  o^  ;t^:;,d '^d  rinon'''^^'  '""'"'^^  "'^■^'"■"^^  '^'■■"'•-•''^■' 
soldiers,  Colonials,  and  tl^  Imtbred  I  .  °  1  ''''"',  "'  ""^  ^''''°'y-  ^^^^^^^' 
and  inspired  by  one  patriotism  '  "'"'  ""'^"'   ^^^  O"'-^  desire 

"The   General   Commanding  congratulates    hntl,    f...  ,    • 

qualities,  and  thanks  them  for  Ihrir  rl^r ,  .     rr        ''''''''    °"    "''^"'    "'•I'fi'i' 

l'i«  sincere  svmpathy  to     I  e  re    t  vc      Tl'T     f^T.    ^^'  '^"^'''''^  '"  °^''<^'- 
^^nliant  comrades  who  lKaveSlenirth;fi!:ht'"''         °'  "''-^  ^"•^°'   ''''''"'  ■•"-' 

to  h!f  ;:^ ';dr^^i?:3.:^d'  -^s: d:^:^^  ^'^^  chief  add.-essed  idn.e,f 

and':S;:^:;^|;;r^,r;^,:t.;f  ^^^--^^  -?  ''--l-y  ^ugm  every  dav 
soldiers ;  reallv,  the  nianner  in"  which  Zv  '  -yJn'iration  for  the  British 

during  the  last  forttught  "..  he     "  one     i  !"Lr"t''  >''''  ""'  '''"'^''^ 

a  burning  sun  by  day.  drenched  in  ."n^n   k      '^   "iore  than  human.     JJroiicd  in 

enemy  who  shoots  you  iT    ou  sJ  ou  ^  T^"''''  ^^'l"^  ^"'    'OO  yards  off  an 

VOL.  IV.  ^  ^        '''°"    "'  "'"^''  ^^  ^  fi"yer;  they  could  hardly 

I6l  ^ 
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eat  or  drink  l)y  day,  and  as  tlicy  were  usually  attacked  at  night  they  got  hut 
little  sleep;  and  thruunli  it  all  they  were  as  ciiecry  and  willing  as  coiiid  he." 

Tclcjfraphic  wires  a'ul  cables  wore  themselves  out  in  repeating 
coivratulatioii  on  the  relief  of  Ladysinitli.  \'erilal)ly  all  iIk-  winds 
of  heaven  seemed  to  repeat  them.  From  north,  south,  east,  and 
west  came  the  chorus  of  acclamation,  a  chorus  most  revixini^'  to  the 
mafniificent  multilutle  i)oth  inside  antl  outside  the  place,  who  had 
been  readv  to  offer  up  their  heart's  blood  on  the  altar  of  patriotism. 
ThoULjh  the  haunted  and  worn  look  could  not  die  out  of  the  laces 
of  the  sufterers  in  a  moment,  they  had  already  bcL^un  to  mend  ; 
thou^Ljh  th(!  shrunken  and  emaciatcid  forms  couKl  not  at  once  be 
relieved  from  the  starvation  and  disease  which  h.id  wasted  them, 
there  was  over  all  a  soothiniLj  ,l;1ow  of  hojie  that  acted  mai,ncall\-, 
beatificallv,  as  the  mists  of  sunrise  over  a  squalid  landscape. 

On  the  9th  of  March  Sir  CieorLfc  White,  lookiuL,--  much  worn,  Ik; 
havinj:,^  suffered  from  Indian  fever  brouj;ht  <in  by  the  malarious  sur- 
roundinLjs,  left  with  his  staff.  Thi;  General  addressed  the  Gordon 
Mit^hlanders  who  formed  the  tjuard  of  honour,  and  in  f(;w  and 
affectint,'  words  bade  them  farewell. 
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CHAPTFR  VI 

CHA\(;i;:-,  j\  cai'I,  ( oi.ow 

north  or th,Mou„,'h:7h.V;;r^^^^ 

ljy<hnt  ot  mueh  li-htin  ■    tn.l  si  , •,•.„;  '  '""'  ^'"""tinned, 

V"  tlH=  9th  l-.hrnarv  the  h;^  ;;■''•  ''  '"•'  ';  "'""  '"  ''<-'- 
tu.  Hritish.  and  shot, :n,.,  I  i      ,         ^'^  r  "r*' 'l  :''':   '"'^''^  "-'<  "'• 

taptau,  Sahnon  and  hftv  \ns,  •  P  '■'""'"'■"  ^""tni^ent,  with 
o^'t  from  Kenshup^  on  a  nV-o  ,  ,  '  '""  ,  ' -• ^''"'^'"N  started 
a  detachment  of  tlu-   In  is      1  "''''"'•       "''    '''^'   supported    hy 

son-IIamilton.  Tl  e  e^tv  w'^s  "^'''''"  '""''■'■  ^"''I'^''''  ^^-en- 
S-c  the  Australians  "nnWnr";  T""V^'  ^"'''  '""'"I'tJy 
I>>^^i"-      These  cleverlv  to.  k        .It  .,        I  "'   ■■'/'^■""'•*'I    across 'the 

l-ttlH.   Hoers  seen..]   ':  1.    "    ^^  ,!' h;''''"'  'T  i-^'- '^-"ade. 
I  lie  .Austraii.ms  with  oreat  oal hrnVv  '>v^''-whehiim,<r  nmnhers. 

7-"^-'-''  their  <,rip  of  tl'.^    t  ,;:'';  j'^'^--'""  -^  a  kopi.,  and 

the  crowds  opposhio  tl.  ■  ,  J  .,    t  '"^   "'    '^V'""  ■''"''  '''  '   '"'•■  '^"t 

worked  round  lo  the  uu  ured       ^-'^  ''"''  ''';''"  ^'^'-  '  '''tchmen 

tj-ncto  come  dou.,  n.Ku  d    ;      .'^'■''"'^;''--^\'^'  ^'l'^  ^'""..ht  it  in'^h 

ti>e  loe.  The  sanu-  action  v.si^Y'ir,"  T'''"'"  "''  '^''^'  "••^" 
and  the  evacua,:  „,  ot  it    ncon^,^^^'  ''f  ^'l^'"'^"'  another  koj.jc., 

^'-■.  '•<--  :  anu  nnallva      t^^  I  tlV    \r"'";''  '"  ^'"^  ^^^'^  "^ 

plain  e.xposed  .o  fierc,-  voll.v  r  „  L  '"  '''.'^"^^^•^J  •''^'-"ss  the  open 
to  say.  vers  1,  w  of  the  Co  /mu  .  V  '•"•'""r  ''""""^>'-  ^^^^"^^  'U^' 
t|H-ir  t^ro  uKl  throut^ho  i:  d  wi  n  "T"'' ^''  ^'"'"^'^  ^'^^'V  '^''^' 
tlu.  IUkms  with  Uexteritve   u-1    oVl    ;  '"'r    ^''^'^'^-  ^'"^'  ^''^''^'''^l 

and  courage  of  Captai^  C  m  r  ^  ^  ""li-  ^'r';:^^'  ^'^^^  --'"-- 
Captain  .Sah,..„,  whose  hn^n  ]/^'' ■'''^^''''''^  b>'  '"'^  '"^"n.  and 
^I'^play  of  talent  in  the  i  d  Q  -ri  ..',  ,"'"n  '"'^'^^  "'^  '"-"ari.d^le 
c^nd.      .S{>cciailv  noticeahle  was  the'  f; 'antry  there  was  no 

theTasmanian;s.whohurrierot  e  '  '  '  "  ^e''^'"''''  ^^''^'^'•'^'V  of 
and  throu.^.h  a  sionn  of  n  I  le  s  h,^    ??•"'  "^  "  ^''-^'"ounted  comnule, 

More  of  the  At.str  di     s      '       '"^^'^^  '^""  f '  ^  l^'-'^'"  "^  ^afetN . 
share  of  work.     A  rec;n!:X:    e^^^;:;^ ;';'y  ^^^V  >"  ^-  a  ,ood 

cUK.e^nas  made  freia  Shn.L,rcr.sfontcin  by 
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the  Inniskillintrs  and  some  Australians  under  Captain  Moor      Tiie 
Australians  discovered  the  enemy  in  the  act  of  preparmg  to  shell  the 
Ikitish  camp  from  the  south-east.     They  therefore  took  up  a  posi- 
tion on  a  hill  some  9000  yards  from  camp,  but  here  were  assailed 
bv  a  party  of  Dutchmen  who  endeavoured  to  torce  them  to  surrender. 
So  close  had  the  B.^ers  approached,  that  their  shouts  callm-  them  to 
c-ive  up  their  arms  could  be  heard  by  the  Colonials,      lor  answer 
however    the  Australians  only  fi.xed  bayonets  and  ye  led  dehance  . 
Their  position  was  most  critical ;  nevertheless  they  held  their  -rcuind 
with  ;uch  tierce  tenacity  that  the  Burghers  were  cautious  o   approach 
Meanwhile,  ihrou-h  the  maze  of  tiery  elements  and  in  the  teeth  of 
the  enc-mv.  a  ser-cant  and  two  troopers  had  -alloped  olf  to  inform 
the  comm.mdin./officer  of  the  safety  of  the  1  ttle  band,  and  o    their 
intention  to  make  a  -ood  fight  of  it  until,  under  cover  of  ^'^f'^f^ 
of  night.   tlK.y  could   effect  an  escape.       1  his  they  ^v^!]  ^'f '>/     ; 
Three  of  their   number  were  wcumded  and  oik^  was  killed  m  the 
act  of  succouring  a  wounded  comrade. 

On  the    iitii  of  February,   at    Reiusburg,   a  picket  o    live   \  ic- 
torian  Rilles  had  a  nasty  experience.      After  pluckily  holding  a  post 
for  several   hours,   during  which  they  were  lired  on  bv  the    l.oes 
from  an  adjacent  kopje,  they  were  forced  to  retire       1  ^^^^  f    '  . 
partv    were    slightly    wounded,    and    one    gallant    fellow.    xNho    had 
heli)ed  the  otheVs  to  mount  and  escape,  was  missing.     A  patrol  from 
lusfontein,   consisting  of  eight   Tasmanians  juul  eight    ot  F  rench  s 
Guides,    also    came    to    grief       Only    two     1  asmamans    and    three 
Guides  returned  to  camp,   the  rest   being  captured  by  the  enemy-. 
In  course  of  the  day's  work  Trooper   Bosch  ^'l^tingmshed  himself 
On  his  way  with  two  comrades  to  join  the  main  bodv  at   bl  ngers- 
fontein  he  came  on  a  large  party  of  Boers  on  a  hill.       I  h<u,gh  lire 
on.   the  partv  made  off  in    hot   haste,   when     1  rooper    Bosch,     vo 
was  ahead,  came  suddenly  on  a  solitary  horseman.       I  he  twj,  ndeis. 
each  believin-  the  other  to  be  a  friend.  appro;iched    then  discover- 
i."  their  mismke,  thev  raised  rifles.      But  Trooper  Bosch  being  the 
qt^cker,  promptly  disarmed  his  antagonist  am    made-  him  prisoner. 
With   the    Dutcliman   in   charge,    Bosch   and   his   companions   pro- 
ceeded.     Presently  they  came  on  seven   Boer  riders.     On  these  the 
scouts  opened  f,re,  with  the  result  that  the  enemy  hurriedly  made 
off,   leaving    behind   them  one   wounded,   who   was^  taken   prisoner. 
So  the  three  scouts  returned  to  camp  very  proud  of  their      bag. 

The  correspondent  .^f  the  JlM/^our^e  Herald,  accomp^^nied  by 
Mr.  Cameron,  the  Australian  correspondc:nt.  bearing  a  llag  of  truce 
went  to  the  Boer  line  west  of  Rensburg  t..  make  inquiries  fnjm 
Commandant  Pelarey  regarding  Mr.  l.ambie  --  .  ^  ^^i^^i  T' /  " 
missin.r  Australian  correspondents.  I  hey  were  blindfolded  before 
beiiv-  taken  to  the  Boer  camp,  where  they  were  informed  that 
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Air.   Lambie  had  been  killed,  and  were  handed  the  portrait  of  his 
w.e   wh.ch  had  been  fonnd   in  his  pocket.      Mr.   lialis,  ouim    t 
fall  from   his  horse,  had  been  taken  prisoner.      The  correspondents 
were   informed    that    some    ,20,000    men    were    fighting     vitl         e 
Federals,  which  was  probably  a  piece  of  IJoer  hv^xxlldn 

It  was  now_  found  necessary  t.)  retire  from  Coles  Koi)  and  the 
outposts  round  it.  as  the  Hocrs  had  placed  a  40-pounder  off  Hastard 
Ack.  <UKl  thus  commanded  the  vicinity.      'J  he  Wiltshire:  Regiment 
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retired  from  Pink  Hill,  and  the  Australians  and  IJedfordshire 
Regiment  moved  from  Windmill  Mill.  The  R.erkshire  RecWmem 
had  also  to  m(,ve  Irom  their  post-indeed,  a  wholesale  withdrawal 
t.ccame  imperative  owing  to  the  actixitv  of  the  Doer  pieces  There 
was  now  no  camp  west  of  Rensburg,'  and  presenti v  the  camp  at 
SI  ngersfontein  h;,d  to  withdraw  on  Rensln  r-,  the'  eastern  ihn 
ban^  threatened.  There  were  l^oers  on  all  sides  bXhln' 
the  hills,  and  the  overwhelming  number  of  the  enemy  made  retreeft 
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to    Reiisburg    inevitable.       In    the    course 
Coningham  was  mortally  woundecl.' 

On  the  13th  the  British  "  stratcn^ically "  evacuated  Rensburg, 
and  ('ieneral  Clements  fell  back  on  Arundel.  The  guns  from  Coles 
Kop  were  safely  rc-moved,  and  a  Maxim  was  destroyed  to  save  it 
from  the  clutches  of  the  enemy. 

The  retirement  was  quite  orderly.  On  the  pre-'aus  day  the 
stores  and  baggage-waggons  were  removed.  After  the  evacuation 
the  Boers  held  a  prayer-meeting,  and  offered  up  thanks  for  their 
success.  They  then  marched  off  in  small  parties  to  their  various 
outposts,  chanting  in  nasal  toiuis  their  fa\-ourite  hymns. 

The  gallantry  displayed  by  the  members  of  General  Clements' 
force  during  the  retirement  was  amazing.  It  is  found  impossible  to 
note  all  the  acts  of  pluck  and  heroism  which  took  place,  and  elicited 
the  profound  admiration  of  those  who  witnessed  them,  but  especially 
noticeable  was  the  devotion  (if  some  score  of  the  Mounted  X'ictorian 
Killes.  These  were  surrounded  by  the  enemy — caught  in  a  verit- 
able trap — but  they  revised  to  surrender,  and  declared  they  would 
"die  game."  The)-  fought  like  heroes,  not  one  of  them  being  left 
to  tell  the  tale. 

Near  Dordrecht,  too,  which  had  been  occupied  by  General 
Brabant,  the  Colonial  forces  were  performing  ])rodigious  feats  of 
pluck.  They  forced  the  rebels  to  abandon  the  country  between 
Dordrecht  and  Penhoek.  During  the  attack  on  a  Boer  laager 
on  the  1 6th,  Trooper  Drysdale  bnively  rushed  to  the  succour  of 
Sergeant  Weinecke  under  a  close  and  heavy  fire  and  carried  him 
off  \o  a  place  of  safety.  The  young  Colonial  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  lieutenant  in  recognition  of  the  valorous  deed.  Un- 
fortunately two  gallant  officers — Captain  Crallah  and  Lieutenant 
Chandler — were  killed. 

Curiously  enough,  when  the  Boers  and  British  became  acquainted 
with  each  other  tliey  grew  friendly  with  great  rapidity.  When 
Captain  Longhurst,  R.A.M.C.,  from  Arundel,  was  attending 
wounded  Australians,  he  remarked  on  the  e.xceeding  kindness  of 
the  enemy  to  the  wounded.  He  also  fraternised  with  the  lioer 
commander,  and  discovered  they  had  mutual  frientls  in  London. 
The  ''Ttjuimies"  chatted  most  amicably  with  the  Boers,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  their  bandoliers  were  filled  with  soft-nosed 
bullets.  To  account  for  their  having  them,  the  Boers  said,  "We 
must    use    whatever    we    can    get."      It    was    suggested    that    their 

'  Liouienant-Colonel  Ch.irlcs  ConiiiKliam,  2ml  r,,iitalion  Worct'stcisliirc  RcKiment, 
was  born  in  1851,  and  joined  the  army  in  187:.  His  fust  .ippoinlnifnt  was  to  the 
103rd  Foot,  afterwards  t'.ic  2nd  liattalion  Roy.al  Dublin  Fusiliers,  with  wliidi  he  served 
until  1891.  when  he  was  transferred  as  major  to  the  \Voice-lcr:,l;ire  Kej^imcnt.  Colonel 
Coningham  was  an  adjutant  of  Militia  from  18S9  to  189.^.  He  also  served  in  the  Soudan 
with  the  I'rontier  Field  Force  in  18S5-S6. 
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Ihe  n„„.,l  effect  „l  the  relief  uf  iMntherle,- »„,„  l,e  a,   e    bv  ous 
K..,.be,Ie)-  was  KHHlually  settii,,,- doui,  '"    *-"'"">■  ""^' 

the  day  "'    '*'    °^  "'"^    "'    '''^    '»-'    brilliant    ..ff.cers   of 

of  iT'\?!"£V^J"'  '^■™""="f''"^<^  "-as  to  ascertaia  the  .stre„c.,I, 
Mo  '.    'l  I,  r    ,'  ^"•""^^'■M-     Accordingly,  with  fo„r  companies  of 

tl>e  nisht  of  the  fatal  affair  i„  1  )e'e  ,|  e  '   V'  ,f  r   "^;eir,l  't"  "" 
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creeping  round  to  a  tlank  to  surprise  the  enemy.  Not  long  after 
Colonel  Hoskier'  received  his  second  wound,  a  mortal  one,  and  two 
comrades,  Collctt  and  Vice,  adventurous  and  dashing  Colonials,  were 
shot  through  the  head.  Lieutenant  Hockley,  rendered  almost  blind 
and  sensuiess  by  a  wound  betwetn  the  eyes,  was  taken  prisoner. 
A  gallant  attem[)t  to  rescue  the  Scouts  was  made  in  the  midst  of  a 
treniendous  storm.  All  were  drenched  to  the  skin.  The  thunder 
and  lightning  re  -'.lered  artillery  fire  almost  impossibks  and  very  few 
of  the  daring  pa  cy  got  away  from  the  scene  of  the  fight.  On  the 
kopje  by  Sh'oeman's  Farm  were  left  seven  killed  and  five  wounded. 

"On  the  following  day  the  bcxlies  were  recovered  by  the  military 
chaplains.  Deeply  to  their  regret,  they  discoveretl  that  the  dead 
li  id  l)ecn  robbed,'  and  it  is  asserted  that  a  Boer  was  seen  in  the 
feathered  hat  of  the  heroic  leader  of  the  Scouts,  while  even  the 
clothes  of  the  others  had  been  filched  by  some  despicable  Dutch- 
men. Mr.  Duncombe-Jewell  in  the  Moniino^  Post  gave  a  pathetic 
account  of  the  affair: — "The  chaplains  to  the  forces,  leather 
Ryan  and  Rev.  R.  Armitage,  proceeded  under  a  Hag  of  truce 
on  the  following  mornmg  to  recover  the  bodies.  This  they  were 
permitted  to  do,  but  they  fountl  tliat  the  Bo'^rs  had  stripped  .  nd 
robbed  the  slain,  one  of  them  riding  aljout  in  triumph  with  poor 
De  Montmorency's  hat,  with  its  l)lack  riband  ornamented  with  the 
white  skull  and  cross-bones  and  the  black  ostrich  feather  at  the  lide, 
hanging  at  his  saddle-bow.  So  far  did  they  carry  these  ravages,  that 
on  the  funic,  which  they  hastily  replaced  as  the  chaplains  approached, 
there  remained  only  one  button.  The  rest  of  the  unfortunate  men 
were  as  shamefullv  treated,  the  three  buried  by  tlie  Boers  before  the 
arrival  of  the  fiag  of  truce  being  interred  without  either  clothing  or 
ceremonv  of  any  sort." 

A  sad' funeral  took  place  on  the  Sunday  following,  when  the  remains 
were  buried.  The  band  played  a  dirge  as  the  procession — in  which 
was  the  younger  officer's  gallant  servant  and  comrade,  Byrne,  V.C, 

and  uas  awarded  the  Victoria  Cross  for  the  following  service  :— "  At  the  battle  of  Khnrtouin 
oil  September  2,  1898,  Lieutenant  dc  Montmorency,  after  the  charge  of  the  21st  Lancers, 
returned  to  assist  Second  Lieutenant  U.  C.  C.rcnfcll,  who  was  lyin^'  surrounded  by  a  large 
hodv  of  Dervishes.  Lieutenant  de  Montmorency  drove  the  Dervishes  ott",  and  findu-ig 
Lieutenant  Crenfell  dead,  put  the  body  on  his  horse,  which  then  lirokc  away.  CajnaHi 
Kenna  and  Corporal  Swarbrich  then  came  to  his  assistance,  and  enabled  him  to  rejoni  the 
re-iment,  whi.h  had  bei;un  to  open  a  heavy  fire  on  the  enemy."  Lieutenant  de  Mont- 
morencv,  in  addition  to  being  mentioned  in  despatches  and  receiving  the  \'.C.,  had  also  the 
r.ritish  'medal  and  Khedive's  medal  with  clasp.  He  was  promoted  to  captain  -Vugust  -. 
1>S')';,  having  in  the  previous  October  been  despatched  on  spcci.al  service  to  South  .Africa, 
when  be  raised  and  commanded  the  special  body  of  scouts  whose  gallant  services  liaye 
under  him  been  so  frequently  referred  to  in  connection  with  the  operations  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Stormberg  and  Dordrecht.  . 

'  Lieutenant-Colonel  Commandant  F.  IL  Hoskier  was  a  well-known  .unteer  olticeT, 
wlio  had  brou-ht  the  force  which  hr  commanded  to  a  high  stale  of  military  rffieiency.  He 
held  a  certitlcate  for  proficiency  in  several  subjects,  .and  had  obtained  special  mention  in 
•i-xarri nations  in  t.actics,  besides  having  qu.alihcd  as  an  interpreter. 
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were  placed  on  the  newly-t  urnec   cnrtl    b      h    9^"^^^^'7-     ,  ^^''^^^ths 
-ephemeral  symbols,  but  in     h i s  c •    !    Lt  "7?'  '"'-'^  '^''^  ''■•'''^' 

for  iKToes  sacrilked  on  the  altar  Vdutv  ■'"'  ''    ^'''''''^  '^""^'"^ 

.ret';^e  ^::;;f;"^1i:?tLh^Tc'  SmT  ^^^'^^^'-'^^^^'^  ^'-'^  - 
'"andinir  Montmorency  s  Scouts  T,  '         .  i^^"""""''^"^)-.   V.C.   com- 

f  Middlesex  ^  olu,:?::r'^r;^L^ ';  o'::^^^;;;::^'^^  '"^'^■-• 
l:^^:^^:z^:t^^!:^  ^--  concK^^:;;'-;,-.;;---- 

grandly:  waited  with  fixe  bavonLi;;  '^"^'V-V'^r"^l  '^''''  •^^''•'^'"^' 
-Kl  then  promptly  ad^'Ic^^^^^^^^  i^^:  ^^^  ?-^'>  '--^'. 
Captam   Wallis  was  shot  dead       I  ie    en  n         '  "'^'^^tunately 

but  rescued  in  the  midst  of  •  I,'  /^'^  '  ^"•^"t,  ]^  'J^on  was  wounded. 
(Frith),  who  rusLuo  1  is  ,;  i^  '^T''"^-  ^>'  ''  -^^^^"^^"^  ^^■''^^^■a" 

to  a  place  of  she  ^  Sca":^  X  T"'  """r'  ^'"^  "'^'"^  '^^-^'^ 
the  fhce-in  the  left  e^c  ?»(■,.'.  T  '""^  "''  '^T  ''^  ^^'''^  ^^"""^'"l  •'" 
Frith   were  placc.l  iV  -  n  "  ^^^        Lieutenant  Wilson  and  Serjeant 

stc.-n.  which  pr<^aIc'h;rti;eS^^^  '"^'"^  ^"  ^'^^  trememlous 

-uulereciainllcsslvthro  Kd   H,  *  he\     dr^'i^^  '^  '^r'"^^  -^^' 

tal  on  thetollo'vinc.'dav    O,  t      ^r\lr  I'  .         '^^'^^^'-ers  reached  hospi- 

wcre  held  by  ouAnSps         fo,        ;^^;j;'^;^'7'^°'-l-^^- J-'cti!:n 

O.ithe  Sthof  March  Can  ■       \     v'-      V""^"''.^^  ^^^s  reoccupicd. 

tain  de  Alontmo'-encv     -aT      n^    /  ^^^,11  who  after  the  death  of  Ca,)- 

encys  Scouts/ li.'o'^redtiru^  '"  'Y  T"""""^^  °^  ^^""^■"-- 

The  Scouts  ncnv  pur  ued  tl  e  entn     w'  ''^l^.^^'^^^^l^^^^^  Stormbero. 
run.     This  they  l^i^^^^Vt'l^^l^^^Z"?  ^°  "^^P  ^--  ?"  ^1- 

^^■^oni^t;nrtr^^^'S~ 

relief  i„t,:„se.     Tl ?"re     'nt'  "'=  ''",'"?  ""^  «''<="'  ""J  'I'eir 

=!-■  National  Antl'e,^  ^^SjlZ,:^^;^  f  T"^  "r'-  f*'''-'' 

we..a,.i„,^:rpi;^:-:i— ;-->;;n....e.^ 
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The  oath  adininistorcLl  Ui  rcixjls  was  as  foIlMws  :  — 

fnJ  h'i''  ^/>''")I'  ""''^r^'  '^'^  ^''"'''^y  '"^"^  ''^^'■"'"  s"'C'i'-  and  declare  that   I  was 
forced  l)y  the  Queen's  enemies  to  take  up  arms  a-ainst  llcr  M-Ti  ^t   V  n 

and  that  the  rine  and  anuuunition  were'  is.S  tf  m  ^y^^.m  ,  /d^n^"::!!^' 

tliat  I  joMK-d  the  commando  on  ..r  about ,  and  left  it  on  or  about  —      i 

now  hand  u,  ,„y  horse,  rifle,  and  an.munition.  and,  if  pernntte  i   w  1  proceed 

djrect  to  my  own  farm,  to  remain  there  as  a  loyal' Hriish  s^l'^n    until  To 

Myesys  pleasure  be  made  further  known.     I    iurtlier    pronnse     o   hod    no 

f  u  her  connnun.cation  either  directly  or  indirectly,  with  I  Ic-r  Majesty's  enemies 

oi  to  aid  or  abet  then,  in  any  way  whatever,  under  penalty  of  death"  ' 

General  Clements  now  took  up  his  qtiarters  at  Norval's  Pont    on 
he  south  bank  ot  Oran.,e  River.      The   north   bank  was  still   Ix'i    ! 
stron,c.Iy  held  by  the  enemy,  who  had  succeeded   in   blowin.^  up  the 
bnd,-(;  two  days  previously.  ''     ' 

Aliwal  \orth  was  next'occupied,  but  the  occupation  was  attended 
w.h   severe    t.,dun,^   across   the   river.       But   the    I^ritish  took   t: 

.be  pos.t.ons,  wh.le  the  Boens,  after  a   wholesome  experience  of 
Bn    sh   h.e.  removed  the.r  huti^er  from   the  hills.      Th-  inhabitants 

shells,  ^^cre  full  of  enthusiasm.  Colonel  Paor  Henderson  and  his 
advance  party  s^^ed  the  heights  beyo.Kl  Lundeans  Nek.  The 
enemy  shelled  the  bruln^e  with  Krupp  ^uns  with  .reat  vi<rour  and 
twenty  men  were  wounded.  The  British  front  Iheir  entrenched 
pos.t.ons  s.lenced  these  barkings,  but  were  then  attacked  bv  the 
Boer  rilk.men,  who  were  fmally  driven  off  by  the  Border  Horse  and 
a  Maxnn  gtin.  A  wag-on  of  ammimition  was  captured  and  several 
Boers.      1  here  were  general  complaints  as  to  the  treatment  expe- 

trelson  '''"'      "'"^'  ''''''"  '^''^'^'^'^'^^l^'  •'^'-iested  on  a  charge  of 

Railway   and    telegraphic   communication   were   now   carried   to 
Burgnersdorp.     Everywhere  the  commencement  of  a  new  svstem 
was  evident.      In  the-  north-eastern  districts  of  the   Free  .State  the 
rebels,   on    the  withdrawal    of  the  commandos,   slowlv  rett.rned    to 
heir  senses       Both   hnghsh  and  Dutch  lovalists  were  beginnin.^  to 
breathe  freely  ;    they  had  both  ecjually  suffered  from   B.^er  opp'es- 
•sion.      Europeans  and  natives  were  jubilant   at   the   now  continual 
laying  down  o    arm.s  by  re^bels  and  Boer  refugees  .long  the  whole 
of  the  Coonial  borders.      The  Boer  refugee.s.  som.  of  whom  were 
in  a  pitiable  plight,  .nany  of  them  having  subsisted  for  weeks  mainlv 
on   bread  and   wat-r  and  a  species  of  coffee  made   from  rye   were 
anxious  for  protection.      They  stood  in  fear  of  their  live.s.  as  Com- 
mandant  Oivier   had   threatened   to   shoot   those   who   should  sur- 
render.      Major   Hook  of  the   Cape    Police,    with    his   smart   men. 
occupied   Barkly   East,  and  at   Lady  Grey   British   rule,  after  three 
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AM  vot,.,l  (■„,.  ,1k.   M?.!"!,  '""■■'■"'    ""■    l'""fnl-iU,:    rcv.Jt 

"-'  [iH-  .•in,,fc,;i.„  si.,ui;i  i;  „ ,,  v:rr''''';' ""  "■-"' 

an  a  ,l,;t,;rrent  Inr  the  furiin.   „„1   r      ,  ''■•-^'■"i|>lai>-  s<:u■m^■, 

tothns,,  who  had  suffor.     an,'       ,;        1"  ''"''"T'  "'  d>-■">""-t^^i„^; 
was  son,,  ;„lv.„„a,  „•",,:""■■  ■""''■'■''■  '■«'^-  ""'I  an.vi,.tx-,  ,hal  ,1k," 


I     :^L:rr'-''''«-=  "■''-"----,, :-i;-i>-.- 
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Sir  William  Gatacre  owliifr  tr.  tU 
had  been  set  on  fbot  I^'l^^rkobm^'  3'"%'^  ^f""^'  '^"^^  ^'^^^^ 
found  himself  releasecl  fro^  he  !h  ,  '  f ''  "'  ;^^'^-"'^^^'.  suddenly 
we   kn.,w.    the    enem v     Z    .  .  '''7  ''^'^'  '^'•^^'  '"^^""1  f^'''"-      As 

B;..-.hersdorp.  TowI^'IT S S'r'^^^,;:;;;-^'-^'  /-'  ,^<- 
sc^lves  m  hot  haste,  and  it  was  now  tim^to  ilv' •  i  H^'"'"'"  ^'^'.■■"- 
foe,   to  catch   them,   if  nnssibl<-    .  ."^  .'"''-.'"  ">  '^[ter  the  retreating 

-as  still  the  railwav  brid-'e       iiu     e      '    "'""■■       '^'    ^^^■^'^^''''^    ^'^^'•"'^ 

f:ecrthe:-;r-:c&^^^^^^ 


valued    bv    the    Colonv    -.r     /•, 

directlv,    and    the    I.  "I  *^i.  °°'°°°-       f^'".  bourse    that    wot,i. 


nd    the    crreat    nn;.^t;,,n  ^'/-"ursc;    that    would    n,, 

•>y  putting  the  spt,rrt,r  "eh"- j;r'"^  '"  '^^'^'f'^  ^'■'-'^• 
to   reach    the   pi  ice    in    tinu     t  .     I'r    ^f       ''"''JS'''^'  ^^ould  be  able 

thirty  Scouts  Lde  rtlfo  it  r  'S  ^''^''^'^^'  ^^'^^-^^  -h1 
'>f  action  in  time!  ThrDerb  w  '  '  ^"''  '''''^''''^  '^'^  ^^-'^^^ 
The  Scouts,  like  luuned  fiends  'in V''  "?''''  '"'T  '"'^'>"  ^""tested, 
gain  the  goal  before  t^  H  t'.r  If  fi'  iT'"'  "'^'^''^^'^  -'^'  ■■^-■'-  ^o 
won  by  a'^neck.      The  p'.' r'     vet    1        /      ""''•  '""'^'  '"■^'■"-      ^hey 

--ipuiating  with  wi^  aiuu:;;  L^'t't  n;;:: ;;' -'t-'"^  '^'t^ 

on  their  design!  At  siojn  ,\f  nZ  v  \  ^ ,  finishing  touches 
to  north  .,f  the  river.      Hc^^etle'^^^^^^  ^'"'^^  "''"  ''^  '^^-^^P-J^' 

;--arefully  hid  the  fact  thev  Ik  1  no  e  '  H  "''T''''  <^^"'^^'  "^^"^''^ 
1-nself  and  prepared  to  do  L  w "  Th?  S  "  ^■"-^^>/---'>ced 
position   HI   the  kraal   of  a  firm    fV  i  ;  '''*"^'  ^'^"'^   ^P  their 

"-■^^^-•'^  -PP'-oach  to  h;  .d  e  dv  i  ir  "'^  ^'^'^  "^^''^'  -^^--P  ^'-' 
urgently  praVing  for  reinf-.i;' .Ve  L     O^  \"''    '""'  '"'"'^   ''"''^ 

rest.      Meanwhile  with   fe rod    r       ,  ""'''  '''^-'"-  "■^'ll<Ieser^■ed 

on   to    the   bridge,    hauk^ed     ^^  ""l^T^  ^'^^^^ 


atch 
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less,  it  s™„ed  I,;  a,L.Z^"  '■^^•:^J^T^"'"''~'r'^''■'■ 
c.e.r  ..,„,«„,,„..  „.„„,a  ,„  „''ct';i-^;;  i;.;;l;,;;cs,:'v- ;;iiuirbi  -I  •;: 

of  tin-  bncl-e  that   stood  hcfon:  ilu-m     bits    t,,,,    .Vlr  i 

vvfrc  '     "sfi'll  fK,.,,  1  I  >-'i<^  "1      iJiis,    loo,   ol   tic;   men    that 

noiit        \l   .„     »  v'"-"     "'^■^•^'y  "Scouts  CLin<T  to  the  r 

•said  one  ;      k.uydoni  come  !  "  said  another.     Bu{  up  they  took  than. 

I  -  T 


r 
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a       tl   -re  ami    h.,,    .mdcr  a  ,str>nn  ..f  hull.ts  that  n,.w  .n.anL  .nor. 

.    •M   than  ,,.atl,   ih,-  spluulid   Idl.nvs  .nardu.l   back   a,aiM.  u' 

a^  nnsh,„^  .at  j  ast  .l.s.nay  n^  cr  the  l-ccK-rals  .„,  th.  ..thn^i    •  nf       . 

NNho   u.H-    ,,nv,lr^,..l    f)   vi^Nv   a   s-ht   scl.i.Mn    sen    in   a    lifrtum 
A.Hl  then,  later  on,  as  though  the  ,,uality  uf  h.Tois.n  we  v    nexl        i 
e)u.Hs^!rth'V'"  "■""■  '"■  -'•  -'-^'-'-  ^I'''".lici   aet   »..ll.nvecl  ?  , 
*>i  the  K.  >al     •.n-ineers  .L^roped  his  \Nav  iw  the  l.ncke.      '|h..   |!,,ers 
were  on  the  alert,  but  he  ^n.ped  cautiouslv.      The  ^o  die  ''    n         . 

w:;[k7hau:7t'\'"/"'''^'r^^i'™'^^'-'''^'''  '^--u^ki";! 

t   I  rh  ,  '   done-w..rk   that    need,.!   time   and    niretv  of 

to     h       lit.t  he  ,n.-ant  to  .    .  ,t,  and  one  hint,  one  rumour  o(  .Miivitv 
would  have  rot.sed  the   whole    Dutch    hor<le   and    ruined    his    pi. 
he  brul^^c   as  we  know,  was  mined.      Lieutenant  I'ophain  ha  1    -  i 

he  vires.^  Hut  the  char,,..-  ol  .i  nann'te  were-  s,.meJhn-e.  Those 
C.iptam  Crant  tound.  rem.  ved.  an.;  de.xten.uslv  .Iropped.  buried  for 
ever  n,  the  pnrhn^  river!     Th-n  wi.':  inhnite  care  1  i  dKa  t" 

other  connectm,    w.res.   an  I    ihc    bnd^e  was    sale!      This  ■ 

H^j^nnm;.  ot  the  end.  A  lev  ...c  passages  at  arms,  and  then  e 
I^ntish  on  the  15th  of  March  crossed  the  Oran^^e  River 

Vet  another   brilliant  act  was  performed   suon   after  ih.  arrival 
of  the  troops  at    Hethuhe.      Captain    I  lannessv  of  the  Cap<.    I'   li- 

T      '     .     ir^n"^'^^  was  s.tuated  some  distance  Iron,   L  tou  n. 

me.u    m         -u    '  1 ''''"",""^  ''"'  '''^':^'''^'^'  '■""'"•  '"^•"''  ^''•'  '■"'^^'•^'- 
here  were    l(  ni  •  '^-V'T^'"'^^''^^'"'^  ^^'^'^    Sprin.^fontein   that 

once  s?.     %'■'■'       "  '"   ''•','  'hre-ction.      Without  hesitation  he  at 
Tn-V       ;     •  '"J-'^'"P-''">-  ^^'^h   another  adventurous  spint  (Captain 
Turner  of  the  Scouts),  on    his  wav  to   Sprin-fontein.      Th  . 
nandeercd    a    trolley   and    mo^•ed '  up    thL    line.       ()n    nL    iU     1  e 

snor     '  •?/"?    ""Tr    ^^^'''''~^^^^   ^'im    Boers  this    time- but 

snorm-  ones,  with   bandoluTS  awry  and   rilles  lolloppin-^       h  was  • 
n  oment  to  be  grasped.      The  rilled  and  the  band<    iLrs^  <•,■     ."mU 
rem<,vecl       I  hen  the  slee.pers  were  awak(.n(>d.      Thex   rubbecftl     ir 
eye.  and  nnm   .  not  riiles  or  bandoliers,  but  that  they  1:^';^^^ 
ot   war!       I  hry   were  without  arms,   resistance   was  Useless       Thev 

'7.;::^;:    Ir  'r  '■"'^">'  ^'-"^'^^^   =^"  <-^ine-driver  w^;  Anmc 
I H    presently   the   two  olhcers  with   their    '■  ba,' "  (two  trains  and 
<.-.^ht  prisoners)  returned  in   triumph  to    Hethulic.      Here  tleir 
Ijamejunun^n.  .,,,        Uy  appreciated,  as  at  this  time     hei^^  o   u^s 

.,  ock  ^^a.-,  of  trc:mcndous  nnpurtanc(^      Soon  after  this,  troops  fron^ 
Bloemfontem  were  sent  off  to  occupy  Sprinafontein.  ^ 
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CHAPTER    VII 

BLOE.MrONTKIX    UXUi-R    liRITlSH    RULE 

Tun  past.^ral  little  town  of  brick  aiul  tin  in  the  vast  expanse 
ot  toasted  .^mss  had  now  heconi<-  a  centre  of  civih's.ition 
one  may  ahnost  say  a  fashionable  rende;^vous.  Then" 
re-iments  multitudnions  were  con-reirated.  and  these  helped 
to  convert  the  sleepy,  do/in-  capital  into  a  miniature  sphere 
f  many  dialects  born  of  a  common  ton-ue.  Human  bein-s  the 
con<iuered  and  the  coucjuerors.  brushed  shoulders  in  fri.Midliness' 
bot^oht  and  sold,  listened  to  the  bands  plavin^^  the  well-worn 
Br.  .sh  a.rs  m  the  mark,.t-plac,..  and  discoursed.'  under  the  .eois 
of  he  Lnion  Jack,  which  ih.ttered  from  pinnacle  and  spire,  of  trade 
and  prospects  as  thm.oh  such  thin^^s  as  bi,^^  ,^t,ns  had  ne^•er  acted 
place  of  handshakes,  and  such  men  as  Steyn  had  never  staked 
tlieir  all  on  the  |)ossibilities  of  a  nn'r.i^e. 

That  potentate  had  betaken  himself  to  Kroonstad.  which,  in 
new  conditions  had  also  assumed  a  new  aspect.  It  was  now  the 
capital  ol  the  I'ree  Staters,  and  the  seat  of  the  polv-lot  armv  that 
was  -athered  to<rcth(.T  to  consider  the  new  face 'of  affiirs'  A 
Nc,rvve-,an  .attache,  who  was  with  the  stra.v^<.  horde.  <rav,.'  a  de- 
scription ot  the  quaint  dust-bound  t.)wn  and  its  still  c.uainter 
nihabitants  ;    -  ' 

'•  KKOdNSTAli,   J/„r,  //    U,. 

witneis"'%iM'nlH  "'^"'°''  extraordinary  life  it  l,ns  ever  been  n,v  lot  to 
V  tncss.  Ail  liotc  s  and  private  liouses  arc  filled  t..  overHowinK,  whilst  little 
aage.s  are  spread  everywhere  in  and  outside  the  town.  A  u^ Id  strea  n  o^' 
oose  horses  „,ules.  donkeys,  and  oxen,  and  little  hodies  ..f  troops  an  1  solitary 
..del.  p„ur  hrough  the  streets,  l.rokcn  by  heavv  ox-wa^^gons  and  tmd.-c-.rts 
c  nven  by  whips  a.ul  shouts.  All  nationalities  and  all  eoluns  are  .e  en,  u  d 
lie  n,ost  Babylonian  babble  of  tongues  resounds  on  all  sides.  He  e  .'  e 
oreign     nnhtary    attaches,     surgeons,    nurses,    regular    and     irregular     Boer 

.oodb  !   t  which   I  can  only  st.unp  as  'freebooters/  for  thcv  do  not  belong  to 
any  fixed  eomniando.  but  look  upon  th.  lighting  as  sport  or  chase.    Fre  uenti 
hnne"''.rr?   '\''"       "'""  -■•-.\"-"  °f  high   culture  and  of  fn'st-dass 

noken  w    I    .  ,''  .   '     ''""''  ^]'''^    '^'■°"'  °'''    '''''    '^'    '''""t'^^'-      '    '''''vc 

wis      An     ul    r      r    '■'"?  ^'r  ''"■""■^''  '^''  ^■'"^■''•'^■'  ^""'••'>^  '-'"d  Philippine 
ua.s.      And  what  uniforms  do  these  mercenaries  wear?     None  at  all   or   more 

oorrec  ly  speaking,  ea^h  one  has  invented  his  own  !     The  onlv  eon     o    'bX 
IS  the  handohcr  acres.,  the  shoulder  and  the  sloucb  liat.     Otherwise  every  one 
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d  these  helped 
mature  spliere 
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n  frifndhness, 
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ider  the  airjs 
spire,  of  trade 
d  nex'er  acted 
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f  affairs'.  A 
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inf,^  wliilst  little 
wild  stream  of" 
)ps  and  solitary 
and  niulc-rarts 
ire  present,  and 
les.  Here  are 
irregular  Boer 
and  besides  a 
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;c.  FrecjuentI}-, 
id  of  first-class 
y  side  witii  the 
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i(?y  hcir.in   to  Iool< 

rs,    who,    thcv    had    been 

■\V"I'athy    with    them,    and  '  to 


selves  that    LnrtrK  ,1,!  ,,■      '  3,  '"!->  T        ''■,'"  l»''-'<""'le  tlicm- 

anxiottsy   ,„„ards    the-  C.,n,i„.:„tal'  Powc^ 
Jed    to    be]ie\-e,    we're    in 

when  some  int(-rvcntion  woiild  V.Vv'fl. '/"^•"'.    <''iui    lo    womler 

bronoht  on  themselves       1,1  '",  '''    '^   '''^"  ^'"""^   ^'^^'y  l^'i^l 

clearK-   and    to   u,u     ^  ..nd     t   at^l'         "^"'-rT  '^^^'""'"^  ^>  see 
British   into  the  as  a'ch  nera    u^Tif   ''?''    "'^  "^'"f''"^  ''^^ 

aim  to  retainin-  their     w      fV^     1        '  f  ''^''>'  '"^'^^   ''"^'■^  ^'^'■'> 

dui^d  in  and  dtn.^';;;;:-r;-^th^^^^^^^ 

scorn'iL  th:^l;r;:i:ht'!s'srdv;:f'""  '"'"^  'r-'y'^'-->'- '-  ^'-'•• 

%hts,    had   they     c  v«^^^  ^'^'■''^'^-      ^  >'-•  repeated 

those  wlio  had\lared   to      o      1   ^''T7^   sticceeded  in   e.h.catin^. 
•the  effect  of  the  s  Ivvh         n     '  '"  1  ''^'"'  ''^"  ^'^^''^^""^-"  *''"  ^'•■""i'e 

\\  e  shall  send  another  50,000  or  60  000  " 
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were  a  decadent  race,  that  the  Old  Ccnintry  was  played  (jut  and 
her  children  effete.  As  witli  the  empires  of  Xerxes,  Alexander, 
AiiL^ustus,  HO  with  that  of  \'icti>ria,  they  said  to  themselves  ;  and  since 
tlu:  wish  is  father  to  the  thoiii^lu,  the  idea  was  rapidly  propag-ited 
that  Great  Britain  was  fast  becomini^f  a  second-rate  Power. 

Almost  the  whole:  of  luiropc;  had  iiidiilL;ed  in  >)ijjeclionable  com- 
ment on  the  subject  of  the  campai^i),  and  treated  us  to  naked  truths 
that,  thou!^h  unpalatable,  were  use'ful  as  an  excellent  oj)portunity  to 
see  ours(;lves  as  others  s(;e  us,  and  correct  a  somewhat  overweening^ 
passion  for  resting-  on  Hritish-t^rrt)wn  laurels.  Hut  however  <^ood  as 
a  tonic  the  cosmopolitan  criticism  may  have  been,  it  was  distinctly 
ill-timed  and  decidedly  ungrateful.  Our  sneering  foes  should  ha\e 
patted  us  on  the  back,  have  applauded  us.  Tlu;)-  might  c\rA\  ha\e 
subscribed  to  hel])  us  to  do  the  hard  w.jrk  of  iuirojx",  lor,  iis  the 
Norwegian  showed,  we  were  not  fighting  the  IJoer  alone,  but  were 
attacking  thousands  <jf  his  mercenaries — the  scum  of  luirope.  We 
were  scouring  a  veritable  Augean  stable.  Xe'er-do-weel^  o|"  e\ery 
nationality  were  congregated  under  the  Transvaal  llag — vagabonds, 
for  the  most  part,  who  had  made  their  own  country  too  hot  to  hold 
them,  and  wIkj  hoped  l)y  promoting  a  general  upheaval  to  come 
down  on  their  feet  safely  —somehow,  somewhere! 

Fortunately  Lord  Roberts'  masterly  combinations  had  rapidly 
brought  about  a  general  disillusionment,  and  served  to  prove  to 
our  critical  neighbours  that  our  martial  nice  -  from  officers  to  the 
most  raw  aiul  lledgling  "  Tommies  ' — was  the  same  race  as  of  vore, 
"game  tor  anything,"  even  when  the  thing  might  range  between 
and  include;  shot  and  shell,  sickness  and  starvation!  The  object- 
lesson  was  ;i  grand  one,  and  could  not  pass  unrecognised.  Vor  us 
the  sad  p  u-t  of  it  was  that  the  llower  of  our  countr\-,  the  \::liant 
sons  ot  bra\-e  men  ami  the  noblt;  desceiulants  of  kings,  shoukl  iiave 
had  to  risk  their  lives  against  such  ,i  mob  of  athcnturers  ami 
filibusters,  creatures  who  wt^re  actuated  by  none  of  the  thier  and 
natural  impulses  of  the  lioers  to  secure  their  independence,  but  llun^ 
themselves  into  the  fight  merely  because  the  spirit  of  ruffianism 
which  had  dri\-en  them  trom  their  native  soils  was  too  ramj)ant  to 
be  appeascxl  I.iy  any  other  exercise.  Ihit  tliere  is  no  achievement 
without  sadness — no  success  without  pain.  Li\es  must  e\  er  be 
sacrificed  to  maintain  any  gre.it  nati(jn"s  prestige,  and  now  how 
much  more  noble  seemed  the  sacrifice  when  it  secured  the  prestige 
of  a  Power  that  had  propag.ited  e(]uality  and  ci\ilisation  over  the 
whole  face  of  the  woriil ! 

'i'he  IJritish  once  having  put  their  hand  to  tlu;  plough,  had  stuck 
manfully  to  their  v.ork,  not  in  hoi)e  of  reward,  but  in  the  belief  in 
the  ministry  of  their  great  race.  Deyond  the  minor  considerations  of 
franchise  and  political  advantage,  there  had  been  greater  and  higher 
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wl,u  almost  fK  ,   ec  t- tiK  w  V      uT"'''^         'n^pi^NincI  refresh  tl'„se 

nas  feed,,,,,,  cniiiht'n,  :„:'.„.  ^,:':;it;,i;:"  ,:'■'»  "'^"''  "■^^^■ 

aiRl   the  spread  of  civ  Mis  ?imL  ,•    "-■'"■•-■   "'  "'■'''^''  ''• 

amluillcontinuetoc      for    "„         1        ""    ?'""""■'  ^""'  '"■'"■-)■». 


Koberts    glorious    position    was    f; 


impossible  to  i-nio  c  t  c  cos  '  .t  Vl  Z  ''  ''"'•''>■  ^•""-  ^^  ^^'^^^ 
ani  his  splcndkl  sliced"  ^^  £i,  !  '^'.^  '^H '^f  "' /t-  ^"T^^ 
l^locmfontein   with  the  wn-d-   of  m  /^  /ound  lumsclf  at 

had  llnwc  FdoJn  fr  m  k"|  o,.r''"'  '""'"  '''''  '",'■  ''""-''S  I-n««c-s 
-.d  was  poMut  h'ot  ,:;.;'"''•  ;','"''>■  ^'■'''  ^'  '""■  "l>  tl><^  river, 
tinn,  and    as  a  ,nt  ,r,l       n  "''"''""  ".various  stajjes  ol  docomposi- 

lein  was's  u  K  I  u  :iu;''';;;'"  "'„"""'^  "'",'""""^'  '"«■""■""- 

^ooo  patients  sL,le       ,  frT,      ,;"l,  'T       ,''''  ""'"''"  "^  '*''-"'^'   »"""-' 

.«c.ct  the  huge  d:n;and:;;;e;  u  '^-i^-rs-n  htio„T'^r''"-^="*.'" 

mere  accommodation  for  so  lar-c  an  i,     ?x  -.i  .'",""l™visc 

fron't  the   Modd  Tu'tm's  uer"'"'-'V''- ,"'';''"''>'  "^  "«^  """-I' 
were  available     nti    r  lilw  v  ,  •    "" '  ''"=  '"'•"'■  =""'  """<^ 

he  restored.     •        V;    r„dein'("l'-'f"'V"T''  ^^'''^  *-'"'"">•  "'"''' 
this  dilemma  Iml  but  ;  "■'   "^''"■''  """"nse  arn,y  in 

himself  an    h       as    son     ■;„  "'T'"';^''""''  '""=  "''  ""^''''y  •'^"ecn 
""t  yet    V    1  ble      T      fi^  ',  7  7       ''"''""•.•■""I  ""■»  I""-'  of  rails  was 

of  supplies  .Xien    t'"sta    "  ii^b^e'hfc'jtl'  'h  ","5  '7""'"«  ">' 

»i.,  htuilse  ouid  u":,^i;'r?r;h  rr' '"■^'■'i''^ "*^"-' ""'^^-' 

oc.n.i,  small,  this  accomniodation  was  meagre  in  the  extreme. 
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aiv!  quantities  of  the  sick  in  ihc  lickl  ho,pituls  had  to  place  their 
blankets  and  waterproof  sheets  on  the  'ground,  and  lie  there  huddled 
to<,rcther  m  ..  condition  that  was  ,L;rievous  in  the  extreme  The 
mortahty  v  ,  tremendous,  and  the  sufferin-s  of  those  who  were 
recoverincr  vyere  piiiahle,  but  these  things  it  was  impossible  to 
avert  ;  Uiey  have  belonged  in  all  ages  to  the  horror  of  w.ir,  and  in 
other  times  were  the  natural  and  ordinary,  and  not,  as  in  the  i-r  ;sent 
case,  an  abnormal  consequence  of  an  exceptional  situation.      ' 

The   relief  of   Lad)Mnith    ;uk1    Kimberlev   ac  ompH.sii.d     I.ord 
Roberts  was  able  to  adhere  to  ihe  cherished'  Xajx.leonic  mnxim— 
an  army  should  have  but  one  line  of  operation,   wliich  should   be 
carefully  preserved,  and  abandonei  only  a.i  lii,;  result  of  w<'i<>-htier 
consRleratujiis.      This  army  was  wr,s  being  reorganised  as  onc'^reat 
whole,  a  task  which  involved  gigantic  labour  ar,d  c  liled  f  ;r  rare  dis 
crinMivilion.      lUit  llie  marvellous  tact,  one  might  s;.y  magnetism,  (.r 
Lord    k..berts  smoothed  every  difficulty,  and  the  en;.hasiastn  mva 
which  those  wh-^  va:re  brought  into  contact  with  the  a.MmKuv;.-: -in- 
Chief  alluded  to  him,  -.vas  remarkable.      An  army  chaplain,  writiiur 
home,  voiced  the  popu!:.r  feelings  for  the  one  and  onlv  "  Bobs  "  ■— 
"We  iu-e  serving  i,:.ds>r  tlic  best  and  noblest  man  who  ever  led  an 
anny.      Ymi  caa  havr,  -.-.o  conception  of  the  passionate  and  de\oted 
ahection  which  Lo-d  Roberts  inspires  in  all  ranks.      It  is  not  artifice 
or  adroitness,  or  dramatic  power,  but  a  simple  overfluuing  of  thi 
milk  of  human  kindness.     Every  one  notices  it ;  all  rema-k  it      The 
rougrhest  and  most  cynical  of  the  brave  men  out  here  cannot  escape 
the  fascination  of  his  delightfully  quiet  and  natural  manner,  his  trans- 
parent unselfishness  ;  and  one  sees  in  him  the  value  in  a  b(;rn  leader 
^^v    c:  '^  ^         '"^'^  musical  voice,  and  eyes  bright  and  piercing, 
yet  full  of  kindness  and  benevolent  sympathy.      He  is  entirely  without 
aftcriation,  and  takes  care  that  the  troops  are  fed,  and  not  stinted  of 
recreation  whenever  it  can  be  found.      Nothing  pleases  him  more 
than  to  mix  with  the  men  when  at  play.     And  he  is  an  example  to 
all  in  his^  regular  attendance  at  public  worship  and  in  resting  on  the 
Lord  s  Day.      His  staff  take  their  '  tone '  from  him,  and  this  is  <rood 
for  all  who  come  into  contact  with  that  staff.      I  never  met  so  active 
a  man.     At  daybreak  he  is  in  the  saddle,  riding  round  the  camp 
before  he  makes  an  informal   inspection,   without  notice,   of  .some 
portion  of  the  lines.      He  shows  no  sign  of  failing  strength  or  of 
impaired  energy,  and  fatigue  is  a  word  not  to  be  found  in 'his  voca- 
bulary     I  ani  told  that  the  secret  is  frugal  living  and  early  to  rest 
which  keeps^  him  in  such  excellent  health.      It  is  a  privilege  which  all 
value  yery  highly  that  they  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  s.  rxc  under 
our  Field-Marshal." 

No  such  raptures  were  expended  on  the  silent  man  ^'    Li-yptiau 
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U.U,    vv.  I.Kl  a  fic.ki-ar„,y  ,l,c  a         -     ,  J^, '  '.^ ""    '^  ''-"">  ■  ^'"'1 
of  the  |>.)sit  .ill.      It  is  not  f,sv  t  ,'/  r  '"fV,"  '■'•'^toiit  masters 

wearyii  ,  eiier,>-  iiell  x        "  le     ■       ;?e%'";;'''  '""^  ■""'  ""-■  ""- 
possessed  in  So  itli  Alrica  am   t  i  r,  I   ,        '•<:""^T«I  tau  material  «e 

all  parts  of  the  Empire    It       ihruaml';;:?,''^:-,""'^^ 

now   directed    by   Ihe   Coinniaicle  -    "S      T o'    "^ 

under  him    le  ,m.'s  the  credit  „r  .1,   ,  ,    ,  ,  '  "'    '^inliener 

has  not  only  nK:;si:dlen  e       .'m   ."^ ^1 ;  ^  -   ic^•en,ent.      Me 
corps  nuo  a  workmanlike  flghtin"  W  Int    „'  l"'!-'-/-'")' 

roads  m  a  European  sense   -md     Trh  r     '  ,     ''"''"''■>'  '^'^'"'^t 

seen  that  they  were  fed     nd  rl    I     1       '/'"''  ¥''  '""''"■''^)-'^'  '^<^  ^as 
numerable  art  clesmlis  en     bler?  ''''^'  ■''''  ^'^-'  ■•"" 

has   won    the   battles       rdKVr/^^  ' 'Lord  Roberts 

victory.'"  '    ^°'''    '^>tchener  has   been   the  'organiser  of 

wasi;tu;:j:it^:i;:al:;:tTw!r'^  ^^^'T^  ^^-^  s--  -'^'-^ 

JVcllington,  and  co.:;i^e  he  .ny^^M J'f  '-SV/'- ^'^')- of 
Bloemfontein,  we  can  but  wn,  7^  of  h.s  day  with  the  army  at 
ourselves.  '   ''""'^'''  ^^"^'    •'^^^'""-c    and    congratulate 

whiS'^idlXed'.cISii^dv'l'^""';""'"-   ''''■   ^•'^^"■-''-    --V. 
Boers,  comported    hcmse^^^^^^  Z'^"  '"'"?>■  ••'"-'vances  of  the- 

reserve.      Brave  a     tl  "  I  nt  s     w  'rli    '^'  'f  'IT]^'^'  "''^^^  '-^^'"^'■-^l^'^ 
■selves  men  of  Hner  st.U      ',     u{7'''V'^.i^'  '^'''y  ■'^'^o^^^'^I  them- 

followed  Wellington.       v'e  h     e    1^\'"  h"''';''',"'  ^'^^^"  ^'^  '--  -'^^ 
to  assure  us  that  his  f  re  ',"      1       '''I' '''^  ^'^''^^''^-^t  commander. 

that  his  own  troops^  tl^l^LuTfrrr^'^'^'-     "^  ^'^-^I-^^' 
rabble,  who  cannot  be  r  s  cSs       L  '  ^^'^'^-'^^''^r  war  were  "a 

army  could  bear  failure."     He  also  12"  ''Z""''  ^"'^"  ^'°«^^''^ 
to  tame  them,  but  if  I  should  mt  =  fr''      ^  '^"^  endeavouring 

-.Plamt  of  Ihem.  andtn  fr  Tuv^'c     "^1"^"-    ''V'"''^ 
They  plunder  in  all  directions."  ^      ^°'"^'  '"  ^''sgrace. 

1  hings  in  Bloemfontein  were  verv  diffcr-.u     Ti        • 
under  Lord  Roberts  walked  in  h^^  ^!t^,,]^::JT''"'''' '''"""^ 
their  predatory   nstincts  at  a  worrl  .,,/i      •,      ^  ^"^>    ^^^'^^'  stopped 
themselves  like  gen  leme ,V      L I'h  .^'''^r'''"''^  conducted 

pockets  almost  to^o  .sScLlv  a  ;^^^^  I'ree   Staters   lined    their 

.    Meanwhile  the  en^    v  ^  Ij  red  :n\^■r.?^''"■^-'^ 

of   March,   at   Kroonstad    a  "o^rAr  ^         •      ^^  ""'^'''       ^^"   ^^e    17th 

two   Presidents,    whic'^^  ^^^.^"^  f -^-.^Jd   by  L 

^)    a   birange   and    monirrel 
r  7n  o 
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Cdmmimity.  Amon,!^- the  motley  crc;\v  were  some  Inrty  Hocr  leaders, 
De  Wet,  l)e  Larey,  liolha,  and  l)e  X'illebois-Marcui!  (who  was 
kill(;d  at  I'>osho[)  later  on).  '1  hey  were  not  jj^oodly  to  look  on,  as 
uniform  was  non-existent,  and  clean  shirts  were  luxuries  that  lonj^ 
since  had  been  dispensed  with.  The  action  of  the  Uoers,  their 
strength  and  weakness,  came  under  discussion,  and  all  decided  that 
they  must  fight  to  the  bitter  iM\d.  President  Kruger  offered  up 
prayer,  and  petitioned  the  Almighty  to  give  ear  to  the  just  claims  of 
his  people,  while  Trcsident  Steyn,  when  his  turn  came,  stuck  to 
j)ractical  matters,  discussed  the  situation,  and  declared  that  if  the 
l-"nglish  thought  that  because  they  had  captured  the  Free  State 
cajjital  they  had  won  the  battle  they  were  self-deluded.  lie  went 
on  to  say:  "How  should  we  now  continue  the  war  .^  Should  we, 
as  before,  defend  ourselves  in  fortified  positions,  or  should  we  try  a 
new  method?  I  am  no  soldier,"  he  continued,  "but,  according  to 
my  con\'iction,  wc  ought  no  longer  to  occupy  fortified  positions,  as 
the  I'^nglish  have  learned  to  maiKeuvre  us  out  of  them  without 
fighting,  for  which  thev  invariably  have  plenty  of  men.  Therefore, 
we  ought  only,  as  much  as  possible,  to  hamper  the  enemy's  forward 
march,  and,  whilst  threatening  his  rear  ami  llank,  attack  him  every- 
where where  there  is  a  chance  with  small  commandos  without  train. 
We  must  l)y  this  method  proceed  more  offensively  than  hitherto, 
and  before  all  turn  upon  his  lines  of  communication." 

The  President's  scheme  was  much  applauded  and  aj^proved,  after 
which  De  Larey  began  to  com[)lain  of  the  state  of  the  Hoer  army, 
the  size  and  irregularity  of  the  commandos,  and  the  huge  waggon 
laagers  behind  their  positions,  stating  that  owing  to  these  bejng 
threatened  by  a  maiiueuvre  of  the  British,  the  men  were  forced 
hurriedly  to  leave  the  ranks  to  look  after  the  safety  of  the  waggons. 
lie  attributed  the  Boers'  flight  at  Popl.u-  Grove  entirely  to  anxiety 
regarding  these  waggons.  He  suggested  in  future  fightin'j  with 
small  commandos  without  train,  as  he  declared  it  impossible  for  the 
Boers  to  succeed  in  wielding  big  armies,  because  when  the  enemy 
attemptetl  to  surround  or  outflank  them  the  Boers  lost  their  heads. 

General  Joubert  proposed  "that  the  so-called 'veldcornetschappen,' 
which  are  too  large  bodies  to  be  led  by  one  man,  should  be  reduced 
to  sections  of  twenty-five,  with  a  corporal  at  the  head.  In  the  Trans- 
vaal this  had  already  been  initiated  with  very  satisfactory  results." 
This  proposal  was  also  adopted,  with  the  proviso  that  "  '  veldcornets  ' 
who  did  not  at  once  adopt  it  should  be  fined  ^lo."  The  position  of 
such  a  corporal  is  similar  to  that  of  a  sergeant  in  Europe. 

Discussion  later  turned  to  the  coalfields  in  Dundee,  and  to  prevent 
them  becoming  of  use  to  the  British  it  was  decided  that  they  must 
be  de-troyed.  Genera!  Injtha,  however,  objected  to  this  destruction, 
on  the  principle  that  the  fields   were   not  contral  and   of  war,  but 
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private  property.     Thereupon   I'residrnt  Ste\  n  •.na.f.l  •   ••  r 
of  a  destructive  disposition    but  thl.  k   ,.        ■      ''rgued  .       I   am   not 
the  law  of  .wttions       1      "'         •  '\".^7^^'^;"y-  ^^"^1  ">  accord  will, 

let  a  vessel  w       onl  hi    ^v''''  'I"''  '^^"^•^   '-"^"^''   "-^''<! 

up  half  the  ()  an.rle  •  S   u.    n'":V"'  ^'^  ''^'  '        '"  '   ''■'^'  '"  '^'^^ 

the  A  J.,  i,;::M;^;:;.kJ  'sti^;:'^ -Tl;^;i;'--'  v'^ 

inciepencJent  nation  0^^  o  ^  sh::s  '  ^^'^7/'^  ^'""  ^^^'"^''^  ^^" 
-Hi  so  does  also  .nv  elder     ro  her    Kr.-)  '  '^  '"  "V\J-7'-' 

you  officers  are  i-u'l  t,.  v  ^'^"-^  l/^nig.M).  I  am  n,.  soldier,  biit 
country.  \^  V;\*  r  iVl'l  1.'"'  ,  ''^  '-■"''•^'■''^-'  ^  ^he  future  of  otir 
a  verv  dif.L  It  one  M  f^T  ^  ^ '.""'.f^''""^-  "^'^^'^  ^^^^k  is 
is  thJre  a  m!^J  ^^.rio  :\l  'uh  llv  /';"  f  ,m>  "'^  ""  '''"'''''  '^^ 
1-ple  at  the  hea^  of   ^^u^l^^n^  :  w!!:      '^l^.^^-l^r  h  7  ""' 

carefully  inCdin^.,'::,;f  ^'^','"^-'^-   -hy   the   speake.^  had 
fully  tal  in.r  t o  1  i    h e  . k  «"  .^^'^nous  an  exit  from  life  by  care- 

SomJ  Hun.S;    e  kla   if;;;'';  '  'T  ^•^"""'-^-'  ^>'  tl^e  I^itish  ! 
worth  a  ton  of  prece   t         ■'•  I  "^  '^'r   "",  "^'"^^'  -'' '■■^""iple  was 

peace  with  al    me^^     j;   ,    -^t  '''''  '"  ''^  ^'"'■''^^"'>--  '^^'^  ^'^  '^    ^^^ 

backs  on  their  pa:;;:uKi  ^;;i:„!::;r  tC'^x' '^'^"^'>'  ^^"•"-'  ^''^''• 
witi^intne'Zh:'miH^:;;.r^r'  ^^^'^'''■'"^'  ^^^'■^'--  --"^^ 

;'P.aIl  arms  and  :^n±-:i:;'2^:::^:}ZZ'tt  T  "  'f'^- 
being  punished  and  haxin-  th,  ir  ^    I  r  \  ''"''"-'''  ''^'"*^'^>"  "' 

as  a  consenuenre  ,  f  H.       "  ^^     '''  ^'^"^'scated,  and  bv  degrees 

were  hZi^i:^  o  'uir::;;:;:!^! ''^^  ■"  ^--'-^^'^'< '^uamitie; 

weap  .ns  were  surre.    it    n  J   li;  ,'  r    ''^''''''  '"^^">'  '"'""^  '"'^^■'^'-n 

in  ORler  to  be  du    u  '     •'"''"";'  "'^^  '"^'">•  "''"  ^''^-"^  being  buried 

surrenderecHn  their  pLe"'"  "'''      ''''"""'  ""'  "l^-'''^--  ^-earms 

whe^e"t;:r''^;^''K!;";^;:"  r"  ?"*"-  ?"  ^'J^^^  ^^^   Springn^nt^ln. 
Royal  Artnievgt^uK[;;^;^M.':;;  3-1    Grenadier    Guai^Js,    i.ur 

R^>^n^^  Ut;;^:  e  ris-:^.,^'??^^^  "-^-   ^t^-P'-d'^^,  ^Lord 
treme  east  of  the  Free  Sr-^^  i       \\  epener  (a  town  at   the  ex- 

their  arms,  anc;  if  vvas  stated    If  '''""'''''   ^"  ^''>'  ^""'i 

fVinge  desiVed  ^,  :dij;;v^su?t  ■    "^"'■'  '^""^  ""   ^'^^  ^-^^'-^ 
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With  marvellous  cdrrity  iliin-s  bc-an  to  shape  themselves. 
The  law  r.H.rts  resumed  w-.rk.  Mr.  I'apenfus.  wlmse  services 
as  Llaiuln.si  had  I)een  dispensecl  witli.  was  replaced  l,v  Mr  C.llins 
A  traiii  service  was  speedily  established  between  i;loemf..ntein  and 
Cape  lowii,  aid  the  l!ank  of  Mnm  and  the  National  Hank  Of  the 
I'rce  State  were  permitt.   ,    •    :  ;■      ;„  rc^trictioni  i„  nntinue  Inisi- 
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SKINAI.    SlAIION    AT    I;iOI.Ml(iNTtl.N. 

Om  ihe  l.f.  of  ,1,0  picture  N  ,ho  helio...rnph,  an,l  ..n  the  n^ht  a  Regl.ie  si.nul  lamn,  for  use 
when        re  IS  IV     ..n,       (I'lmto  hy  K.m.IioM  Thiele.)' 

ness.      Transactions   with   towns  in  the  Trar^sv^-al  and    Free   State 
still  occupied  by  the  enemy  were  not  allowed 

Naturally  some  of  the  best  typ.  f  tanuers  in  the  vicinity  who 
had  surre-ndered  were  an.Mous  for  ote  on  a.crainst  a  tacks  by 
Boers  st.Il  m  rl.,  fidd,  and  Lord  Rob.  .-ts.  b<  iring  this  in  mind,  sent 
out  columns  to  register  names  and  take  over  arms,  and  gi..  ^ssur- 
a!.c.(.   ,nat   tne  necessary  i^rotcctlMii  was  forthcoming.     Durincr  the 
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who  an;  fiiriiishcd  wlih  amiimnition.  ston-s.  and  money  I.y  Goncn.! 
d.i  1  .Ml  at  l-„uru;t,-n  Streams.  The  F.n^lish  have  hu\rr,\  lost  much 
valuabl.;  time;  the  n(;xt  few  weeks  shci.Kl  show  i(  ihe  Doers  li  ivc 
iincIcrst.MKl  to  take  aclvantuj^^.  of  it.  15, u  tlu-re  seems  to  be  too  little 
plan  and  too  liiile  oroanisation  anion^  them." 

I'helossof  time  was  ileplored  oi?  all   hands,  but    Lord    Roberts 
rather  than  do  ihm.^rs  imperfectly,  was  cont<nt  to  wail.     '1  here  w  is 
no  use  in  attemptmL;  to  hammer  at  the  demoralised  Hoers  till    rail 
horses,  and  eonsiituiions  b.in-  in  workin^.^  ord.r.  his  tools  should  be 
equal  to  the  task  refjuired  (.    ihem. 

Hut  the  Chi(.-f,  thouj^h  stationary,  was  not  allowin-'  tlu'  ^rass  to 
.irrow   under   h.s   re.-i.      h   ,nnst   !..•   rcmemh.red    th.'it   prioP  to  his 
entry  mto   ld..emlonlcm   he  had  been  marchin-^r  and   IlLditin'^  for    i 
month  away  from  the  railway,  and  that  his  pnn'iarv  duties  had  been 
first,   to  capture    md  secure  the  railroad:  st-cond;  to  repair  it  and 
get   It    to-:(;ther  with   brid-es.   .^c.   in   workin-   order;  and   thirdly 
to  shift  his   base  from    Cape    Town  to    Port    I-li/abeth.   a   distance 
of    7^o   niiles.    by    a    sin^rK:    H,,,,    „f   ^aJls   with  a  rise  of   4500  fret 
Mucli   nine   had  also  be.m  sp.  nt  in  d(featin<,r  detached  forces  of  the 
enemy  which  threatened   his  communicaliMns  with  Cape  Town  and' 
1  ort  ]•  hzabeth.  and  blocked  them  from  JCast  London. 

I  he  question  of  horses,  too.  was  a  most  important  one,  one 
which  could  not  Ik,-  scUtl.'d  without  much  del.iy.  because,  do  what  it 
mi-ht.  the  (.ovc-rnment  could  scarcely  send  them  off  with  sufficient 
liaste  to  meet  the  demand.  Durinrr  the  first  four  months  of  the- 
new  year  there  had  been  shipped,  as  remounts,  in  addition  to  those 
sent  with  the  troops,  27,041  horses  and  17.143  mules.  A  further 
supply  was  expected  in  ALiy.  consisting  of  7500  horses  and  4sa> 
mu  es,  and  after  that  date  another  batch  of  7500  horses  and  20000 
mules  was  to  b.:  forwarded.  The  t.^al  of  remounts  bought  since 
the  openiivr  of  1900  was  about  42.000  horses  and  23.000  mules' 
Hut,  until  the  steady  How  of  these  into  the  country  commenced,  the 
great  final  moye  could  not  be  more  than  planned  out. 

Lhe  art  of  battle  had  resolved  itself  into  a  question  of  pace. 
Ihe  Ho,;rs  had  taught  us  that  to  be  successful  we  must  be  slim 
swift  and  sudden.  Lord  Roberts  decided  that  there  must  be  no 
breatliing-time.  that  their  cunning  commandos  mu^t  not  be 
permitted  to  collect,  and  that  mounted  tr(K)ps  must  be  met  by 
mounted  troops.  It  began  to  be  eNident  that  the  arnn-  of 
the  (future  won  d  need  to  gallop-machine  guns  with  the  Horse 
Artillery.  Royal  hngineers  with  the  cavalry,  while  guns  of  position 
and  traction -enginc^s  would  have  to  follow  a  corresponding  process  of 
activity!  With  llymg  cavalry  and  mounted  infantry  must  also  go 
ffying  engineers,  ready  to  take  their  share  in  schemes  of  scientific 
demolition,   effective  destruction  of  lines  and  culverts  and  bridges, 
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l^ercafter  a  vast  and  w  mdS  ^^^^^'r-sc  ,„  hand.      In  fact. 

in  the  word   "mobih-tv"  '"'''tary  dictionary  will  be  comprised 

the  extrac,rdinary  raniif.c  i  M  s  s^.••  ^  ^^;"^>'^^»"i'"^-sil,|(;  to  follow 
with  the  t.nn.  To  i  en  r  I  .  :  1'?''''^;  ""f  '''''^'^'^^y  -nnicctcd 
which  had  to  be  facLT  by  L  -V\V  ;  ';■  "'  ^  ^'  ^^nny-the  problem 
a-'  a.am  at  Hloemfbntl  J:;7t  '^^.f '^  ^''''•'^■^''  ^'^  ^^-^  Cape 
have   quicker    movin-r    tran^x  rt      Jfr- ^  ^hnip,  ,mp,.rative  to 

hand-tied  without  it.  Ster  h L'  ■'/''^^"-'^••^">'  '^  '^'a^i^T  would  be 
perpetual  relay.s  of  mounts  for  th,/''''i  "^'"'.'T'^'-.y  t<'  provide  for 
the  saddle,  and  to  feed  ,„  I  ,  r  '''^'•■^'  ^'^'^  ^'''  I^-ss  weight  on 
"ien  their  menta  ancl  „u,^c  h  "l  r'"''  "^^  "'"^  ''^'•^^*>'-^-  ^^  the 
dependent  on  these  consX?r,  ""'^^^ V",'^'-  ^  ^^«'^al  mobility  was 
-H'^  the  .reat  dirtk  1  oT  o^i  "d  '  "^■-^i'^^^'^  '- faced  equally 
•U'niber  of  sick.      The  Hoe  s  Id   h  -''"'^   '^'''  ^'''^"y   '"creasinr. 

time  at  first,  and  the  deh v  Iv  d  t.    I'"  ^^'T"  '"^  "^^'^'^  breathi.i^^ 
and  costly  swoop  ,m  CVnie\h' h  T'V"  T  ^"''  '^y  the  hurnVxI 

It  was  .^.w  iml3ortanr:;^  a m^   " ^^^  Ji^;^  1'^  '^^^f  ^^^^une. 
without   the    "interv.lc   f,..       r      ,  ^nould  be  made— a  rush 

Boers  so  convc^nlen  ^    an      .-nSfXh      "''^'    '^^^^'    ^^'^^•-^^' 
assert    itself-and    to^  or.-   n^^    t  •"^^^'Perative   c..ura<^c  to 

obhVatory.  -Jr^am.se    tins    a    somewhat     loner    halt     was 

n>r  t^'"i.w!;^nrtir'lt'v^:^d"t^  f-?T^^'  ^'-  '^^'— •  ba- 
n;ove  till  .sixty  days'  suuX^t^U^''^^^^^ 

The  l^etero.enec,u^uni^';7  Ue^     u  d  C.1  "'T'   '^'""  ^'"  ^'"P^ 
Tor  redistribution.     Gaps  had        »    '  i;  ';*"':''  "'""1'^  ""^^^  'tailed 

out.     General  Warren  '  v  ,    i     o         1  "1 '""''  '"  "-^'"^^-'^'nts  '•  weeded 

General  Nicholson  was  o  .^  '  ^    .      '  ,' I"-' ''  r^riqualand  West ; 
and  onerous  po.st ;  GeneP-     (  he   i    M  '''  ^'-ansport- a  thankless 

from  General  Ga  acre  (LudH  /'''''  '"^T  ''^"  ™'^^  ^^'vision 
Hri,^^ade  from  Natal  to\h<  F  4  U  '"^^^  ^''^  /  "-aw"  with  Barton's 
--'  K-ndle^ot  Divisi;.  aL^^,^^;^/^;;^'  ^---'^  Pole-Carew 
to  the  command  of  a  Hivisio  of  V  ,  ,^ ';"'''''''"  was  apj.oint.d 
all,  compo.sed  of  two  Hr  .  idT"'  '"'■•"^'■>"' .'/'°°°  "^-■-  ■" 
artillery   attached.      The        n,M  ml  r",'"  ''"■'''^'  "  '^'^   ''^^^^eries  of 

Inftntry  was  an  uncU  r  akin     n  '"^^  '-^  "'"■  '^^"'^'^y   ^^"^'    ^f'H.ntcd 

of  the  British  wo;  r' Ac^t"r; ';^^  n'T  n"'  •'"'''  /^''"^   '^"  i-'t^ 
li!oemf..ntein  bomfn  I  "''^  ''"  '^^'''ot's.  however 
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munications  diirinjr  the  military  occupation  of  the  capital.  But  for 
that  rc-soii  it  did  not  lose  the  sense  of  humour  with  which  the  free- 
lances of  the  press — Kudyard  Kipling  amoiij;  them— were  bubbling. 
A  specimen  of  the  jocosity  of  our  exuberant  scribes  serves  as  a 
memento  of  a  woiulerful  period. 

"STINKOSSMULKFONTEIN" 

TiiF  Drscriptivk  Art 

We  have  often  felt  that  tlic  gallant  members  of  Lord  Roberts'  force,  although 
themselves  daily  engaged  in  doing  deeds  which  will  live  in  history,  yet  have  to 
exercise  a  vast  aniomU  of  patience  before  they  can  read  for  themselves  the 
brilliant,  graphic,  and  wonderful  accounts  of  their  doings  sent  home  by  the  war 
correspondents  attached  to  the  force.  England  is  three  weeks  away,  and  it  is 
a  long  time  for  the  gallant  soldier  to  wait  to  see  his  name  in  all  the  glory  of 
leaded  type.  With  the  usual  entcrpri-e-  of  the  I'riaui,  we  have— we  will  not 
say  how— managed  to  see  and  copy  the  telegrams  sent  home  by  the  leading 
correspondents  describing  the  action  at  Stinkossmulefontein  Kopje.  It  was 
not,  it  is  true,  a  very  big  engagement,  for  two  companies  of  Mounted  Infantry 
were  sent  to  see  if  there  were  any  Hoers  in  the  said  kopje.  They  found  them 
there— in  the  usual  manner — one  man  wounded  and  six  horses— and  then 
retired  to  report  the  fact.  That  is  the  bare  solid  truth  of  the  whole  thing;  now 
for  the  correspondents'  accounts  : — 

Times  (London) : — I  luman  element  in  what  commonly  supposed  be  machine, 
namely,  two  companies  Mounted  Infantry  to-day  severely  tried.  To  put  to-day's 
action  form  algebraic  equation  situation  briefly  this  I'joers  keen-eyed,  rugged 
held  kopje  (forget  name  kopje  but  know  stink  and  fontein  in  it  but  see  Renter) 
sitting  bciiind  boulders,  while  other  portion  equation  represented  two  companies 
Mounted  Ir.fantry  (don't  know  commander  or  regiment  see  Renter)  is  possible 
work  whole  thing  algebraically  P.uer  on  kopje  c(|ual  ten  Mounted  Infantry 
advancing  along  level  plain  therefore  fifty  boers  on  kopje  more  th.in  match  for 
two  hundred  Mounted  Infantry  advancing  across  plain  whole  thing  followed 
math.cmatical  sequence  Mounted  Infantry  returned  from  kupje  having  tried 
solve  impossible  equation. 

Ihiily  Tclcp-aph  (London)  : — Early  morning  wh.ile  camp  asleep  rose  pre- 
pared my  coflee  saddled  horse  left  camp  each  side  lay  poor  wearied  soldiers 
fast  asleep  dreaming  doubtless  home  mothers  wives  sweethearts  some  tossed 
uneasily  hard  veldt  moon  shone  pouring  paling  with  silver  light  features  [please 
insert  here  one  my  night-bcfoic-i)attle  scenes  No.  4]  but  I  could  not  help  feeling 
-Army  doing  wrong  sleep  knew  enemy  front  determined  myself  go  forward  find 
out  position  enemy  passed  outlying  picket  told  officer  keep  good  look  out  as 
knew  enemy  front  officer  answer  and  actually  wished  prevent  me  passing 
picket  but  when  told  him  my  name  allowed  pass  sun  now  rising  glorious  [insert 
suin-ise  scene  No.  j]  moved  cautiously  forward  saw  near  distance  kopje  ap- 
proached near  suddenly  whole  kopje  burst  forth  into  flame  of  flashes  bullets 
whizzed  past  but  I  remained  still  counting  carefullv  each  flash  till  I  found  out 
exactly  number  Hoers  then  putting  spurs  galloped"  back  full  speetl  flying  past 
picket  sentries  hor.sc  lines  arrived  my.'^elf  and  horse  breathless  Field  ^larshal's 
cart  dismounted  saluted  told  him  I  had  discovered  fifty  enemy  in  position  four 
miles  on.      Field   marshal   drinking  coffee  said  thank    you   continued   eating 
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^^^'^tJa':;Zu:^1:;;^^^^^^^  d.-  statement  correct 

marshal   following  my  plan  o  do  red  tuA  r^  '^  ll'""''  ^'"^  '  '^'^  '>""  fi^'d 

enemy  opening  into   ski  „n\him     ore  er  sn -.IM  "'  '°"'    •''''''"•'"■^''    ^^  ''^''1 

range  when  enemy  opened  he  vvfirM.io^^^  "^''?"''^1  ""  "•''''""  ''"- 

inniiediateiy  ordered  retirenie.  ^of  fL'ce  wh ho.  ?  l' •'"'^  '""''  "''"'  ''"  '''''"'''^ 
man  wounded  six  horses  ei'emv  oss  ,?,  ,  'T'-^"'*-""  ^"'-^"'3-'^  "'c  our  loss 
of  horses  woundciabom^-,  50^  "'^  '^"'  "'"-"'   ''"^  ^"o™ous  value 

just^i:;;.^^;:  ih;r";;mi;7b:s'^:i,°r'"'  r'  r^  ^^^^-^  '--^  --»' 

rode  forward  fullv  sure  Z  T  b  Id  seeT  !  7  '"'i""^'  "'"^''^  "■''^"  ^  '"ose 
forward  two  gallant  com  ,il  .  ''Mom'tecTnf 'T  "f  ^•^''''  '"'""  '"''"'^'•^  ^'^  '^^^ 
the  shining  pomp  war  lor  cne  ■     tT  """?■'  ''■''■'"^''  ''  '^  ^'^^<  "one  of 

covered  whh^halkr;;  il  ,Ue^r  "SeS'^S'l  '';"'"^  ^f  ^'  ^'^^'  -"  "-^"» 
Janie.c  Cirant's  novels.     Xe  dt  n  i    'ree.^u       ^  "•""«''   '-^"""^i'd  me  one 

i'>  the  air  evervthing  was  peacef ,  '  omd  l77-'  T'  '^'"''  ''''  '  "'^^''""^ 
and  death.      I  ;tood  on  ris  n'  e     nui  1    ;"  '^'■°"'  ''''  " •'"■  ••"'''  "■«'"")« 

the  little  band  of  Hr  is h  o|f  ^  nnr  -  r '  f"'"  "'"  "  ''•'^""'"•""'''  "'""-'^"1 
watchful  Boer.  Clos^  an  do'e,  rod^T  ^'"'^  "",  '''""'  "^'^f^J*^  ^^'•^'•^  %  the 
out  and  work  like  a  peSt  'nc  d. f  .-o  .  T7  "T^  ""'  ^^"'''^ '''  ^^em  open 
across  tiie  still  niornin-.  air  c  me       o  "  '"f?  °^  "'^  '^•"PJ<-^  ''"'d  then 

grim  garne  had  eomme^c^^^Uen.^  '';:;:;"  rrS^  "-  ''-^  ^he 

the  Doers  were  firing  on  our  mr n       ,.  s"e  n?  .  '°'''"    '"  ^'""'^  •'^"ccession 

enemy,  but  they  not  ?nly  .vlt  .rhi,;'  :  ::^l,rZ  T!"^  ^°  '^^'-'^^  ^''^ 
man  was  wounded  in  the  neshv  mrt    ,r  tL  n  >    ,        "^  '^'^  ^''^  '^^"■^''  ""e 

''uH'-'ts  passed  though  wi, ho  t  S     J^^^^^^^^  -■--  ''orses  Hoer 

little  force  who  in  spite  of  trsl^wer  ^f  t.d  "v  I     ,    i'"  , '   ""^'  ^''^  ^''^'^   ^^c 

Infantry  tuulerM.^r  n e  '^^i^Z^T'''  ^""  '""""^'"■^■^  ^'-"'«' 
Stinkossmulefontein  Konie  vv  H>  11.  '  r  "•"r."'"^  ^ourh  with  enemy  at 
k.nrkel    who    well     kM.Svn  ,<  "  i  He^Tl . 'V°"f'«  ^''''    ^'"'^    B-l>'c- 

Pimplewinkel  who  lost  an  eve  fiX  in^  in  H J  r'  V'^''";.  "'•"'•'■"'  ^^"'^'^^ 
maternal  mMc  is  Jack  lack^^on  wl  fs  '"  !''^.V'"^'''"r,^'''"'I^'' '8"  '"'^  ^°»sin 
Scouts,     nut    ,0  r'eturn    o    he  n   .1    H  ""'''    '^''''^•'""'^  ""^•^'  '-^^fvc 

locating  the  eneniv  re.  red VimArt,  M  "  "'"""'^'1  .'"'"'^"fy  succeeded  in 
and  six  horses  wmni.ie  i  on  va,  bac  I  m  T'''  "'?-'^^'  Y'"'  ^'"^  ''■^'^  ^''"^'"^  "'-" 
Boer  force  Lucus  Prussie  c^^i  Srson- d  friend  n       '   i''""  '°'. '   "'^  commander 

owes  me  five  pounds  which  boK'ri  U       1,"   ilo' Tm"'''"''';  '"  ''''''  '''' 
Diu  V  M.iil  (\  ondr„i\  •     CI    I         •        "cioic  I  left  Johannesburg. 

oarlv  morni   g    ^        1  c     bTt   PI  r""?'''  ''."^  '""^'"  "^  ^^''  »''^"  ?«  fighting 

abroad   nioral' cowa  ^  am     ot  n  onl  cowi^  "il"   "^   '■'^'^''  when'wirk 

decent  hours  fancv  going  ourfUt'icHd';  '"'"  '^'^''  '^''^f^'*^  ^^^' 
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enemy's  hand  one  liorsc  Cape  cart  pipe  lucky  got  off  witli  life 
iiiiiRled  celebrated  lines  Heine  "wo  ist  mein  pferd  und  niein  kaap-tart  ■' "  nu 
breakla.st  when  arrived  camp  kept  thinking  how  Boers  enjoying  mv  sausages 
drnikmg  u^y  whisky  Boers  must  be  destroyed  now,  with  spirit  (^Id  Roman 
I  now  say  "  delendi  sunt  Boeri  "  thongh  I  have  greater  reason  for  saving  so 
snice  Hannibal's  soldiers  never  stole  sausages  and  whisky  from  Roman  corre- 
spondents. 

J/(;/7////i,'- /',;j-/ (London): -Stinkossmulcfontein  mounted  lones  reconnoitred 
kopie  half  ilismonnted  half  rear  enemy  fired  returned  front".  K.xperience  sav 
hall  gone  left  flank  greater  success  turning  movement  onlv  against  Boers  sec 
Page  43 1  N'apoleonic  Legends  also  Life  Moltke  Page  2^9  Battle  Schweitzer- 
kasse.  Had  Jones  read  more  Schweitzcrkasse— no  Moltke— would  capture 
whole  army  waggons.      Paper  sliould  impress  importance  this  all  arms. 

Nr/i/rr  (London) :— Stinkossimilefontein  Thursday  via  Disselboonilaagte  per 
despatch  riders— Yesterday  two  companies  Mounted  Infantry  Major  Jones 
under  orders  General  Flanker  proceeded  reconnoitre  kopje  was  present  what 
some  may  call  unimp.^rtant  rearguard  action  can  sav  was  most  important  event 
entire  expedition  at  distance  2033.4216  vards  enemv  opened  lire.  I<.nes  dis- 
mounted .1  company,  P,  company  sent  E.N.K.  by  E.  direction  rear  enemy.  At 
6.3 1,  a.m.  front  rank  left  section  A  after  returned  lueC.4l  a.m.  Trooper  Metford, 
fourtii  man  rear  rank  right  section  A  received  wound  four  inches  below  left 
elbow.  Having  ascertained  strength  enemy  force  returned  camp  object  recon- 
naissance acconii>lished  si.\  hor.ses  missing  five  receiving  wounds  sixtli  left 
behind  with  staggers  not  shot  as  some  declare. 

!•: very  oiu-  e.x(;rt(Kl  hini.sclf  to  make  tlie  newspaper  a  succe.ss. 
and.  as  ma\-  he  inia,t,ri,H;cI.  the  journal  hecame  a  source  of  merriment 
aiid  delicrlit.  ^  Xor  was  it  without  pathos.  .Mr.  Rudvard  Kipling-, 
whose  patriotic  feeh'ncr  had  draircrfd  liim  to  the  scene  of  action  To 
view  the  British  llat,r  ;,s  erected  there  by  Mr.  Thomas  Atkins  con- 
tribiiti'd  ins  quota.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  G.  W.  Steevens,  the 
briUiant  younnr  war  correspondent,  who  died  in  Ladvsmith.  he  wrote 
the  following  lines  : — 

"Throu.nh  war  and  pestilence,  red  siet,'e  and  fiiv, 
Silent  and  sell-contained,  he  drew  iiis  breath. 
IJrave  not  for  show  of  courage,  his  desire: 
'I'ruih  as  he  saw  it,  even  to  the  death." 

The  Xaval  iirigade  was  now  busy  furbishing  it.self  up,  and 
veritably  be-an  to  look  as  "  fresh  as  paint."  The  guns  received 
new  coats,  and  the  iJliiejackets  anil  marines  made  themselves  .spick 
and  span.  It  is  not  often  that  Tommv  waxes  enthusiastic  over  Jack, 
but  over  the  conduct  of  the  Xaval  'lirigade  he  was  even  eloquent' 
One  writing  home  said  :  -"  It  wa.s  a  good  job  the  I'.oers  did  not 
m;ik('  a  stand  ;it  Hloemf  mtein,  for  it  would  have  been  a  great  pity 
to  have  had  to  destroy  .so  line  a  town.  It  would  not  havc^taken  us 
long  to  Irtive  made  the  town  .i  heap  of  .stones,  as  in  addition  to  our 
ordinary  batteries,  we  had  with  us  'foe  Chamberl;iin  '  ,,n.d  five  of 
his  'chums  '  belonging  to  the  Xavai  Brigade.      I  hope  when  the  war 
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party  instantly  atlvancecl  to  meet  the  enemy.      These  promptly  hid 
themselves  behind    the   friendly   boulders,    where  they  were  joined 
by  three  other   Dutchmen,  who  assisted   them   in  pourin.L,r  a  smart 
shower  of  lead  u[)on   the  approaching  officers.      These,  "with  only 
four    Lee-.Metfords    between   them,    nuule   an   effort   to    get    at    the 
unseen  enemy,  but  in  a  very  few  moments  all  the  members  of  the 
iJritish   band  had  dropped.      Colonel  Crabbe  had  a  bullet  through 
arm  and   leg,  and  his  horse  was   killed.      Colonel  Codrington   was 
injured  in  the  thigh.      Lieutenant  Lygon  was  shot  through  "the  heart 
and  died  instantaneously,  while  Captain  Trotter  and  Private  Turner 
were  also   wounded.      The   situation    was  a   lamentable   one.     The 
veldt  was  strewn  with  helpless  men,  while  from  the  kopje  the  Dutch- 
men  continued  to  fire,   the   ilute-like  song  of  the    Mauser   falling 
omniously  on  the  ears  of  the  gallant  men  who  were  unable  to  mov'e 
a  limb  in  defence.     Then  between  the  prostrate  Colonels  a  debate 
took  place.      Now  that  resistance  was  useless,  each  invited  the  other 
to  display  a  white  handkerchief.     One  reUised  because  he  declared 
he  couldn't — his  handkerchief  was  a  crimson  one.     The  other  refused 
because  he  vowed  he  wouldn't— his  handkerchief  was  a  British  one, 
and  never  manufactured  for  waving  at   Hoers.      Hut,  finall)-,  he  was 
brought  to  reason,   and   immediately  on  the    display  of  the   magic 
square   the    Hoers    ceased    fire.       They    now   emerged   from   their 
boulders,   tended  the  wounded,  spoke  apologetically   of  their  good 
markmanship.  and  finally  carried  off  their  pri"zes  to  the  neighbouring 
farm.      Here  the  prisoners  were  fed  and  carefully  looked  after  ti'll 
evening.       A  messenger  was  sent  to  the  Guards'   Camp  at   Glen 
requesting  surgt.-ons  and  an  amljulance  to  remove  the  wounded  to 
their   headquarters,    and   on    the   arrival   of   the   medical   party   the 
officers  were  given  up  by  their  captors  and  allowed  to  return  to  camp 
in  their  charge.     They   were    relieved  of  their  warlike  belongings, 
firearms,  and  glasses,  ^:c.,  but  their  private  effects  remained  in'^their 
pockets  undisturbed. 

The  body  of  the  Hon.  E.  Lygon  was  also  removed,  but  the  next 
day,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  his  family,  it  was  interred  in 
the  wild  and  lonely  spot  where  he  met  his  death. 

On  the  27th  of  March  Sir  Alfred  Milner  arrived  at  Bloem- 
fontein  on  a  private  visit,  and  was  met  by  Lord  Roberts  and  his 
Staff  General  I'rench  returned  from  Thabanchu  after  having 
occupied  the  town  and  captured  the  Hour-mills. 

Lord  Kitchener  also  reappeared.  I  lis  operations  had  been  short 
and  to  the  point.  He  came  on  the  same  day  from  Prieska,  having 
received  the  submission  of  some  200  rebels,  and  put  to  llight  such  of 
them  as  had  no  taste  for  an  encounter  with  "the  man  of  ice  and 
iron  "  as  the  Italians  called  the  hero  of  Omdurman. 

Towards   Ladybrand   news  was  less  satisfactory.      The  British 
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'•'"prisoned,  and  sonie  v  "e  s^^  ^.^  Kr"^'  .  '^r' ^-T  '"^''''''^^' 
declared  to  be  the  capital  oUhT^^^^rfii  ','•  "^'l-  "r^'  '""> 
;vere  comn^andeered  robbed,  tlrealne  T  ^  ^''  ''-"•^^^'^'^  ^^^""^'■•^ 
Ohver  had  produced  a  hunentabl":  ^^  ,n  ^^.^T^f  'fr' •  "^"  '•' 
was   now   mipossible   to    iffonl   fnll   .     7  ,^  '''  •'"'"''•-'.  as  it 

south-east  and  c.ist  wl  o  1    d  si^^^^^^^  '"''"^■'■-^  '"  '^'- 

subjected  to  the  n4  l^R,  b  ^  '^  ^  "'If  '''^''''  ''"^'  ''^'^^  ^^'^ 
policy  of  leniency  t(X    Ue     S      '  '''"   ^"'7'-       '^'''^'   '"'^t'd^'''^ 

the    'live  and  Zu^^"lM^"^^^^ 

together  under  his  b  uu.e  u  ,^f ' r'/^  '^^-'I'-V^livi-  to  gather 
Janus-faced  surrender  Tho  <  u  ^i  ""l^'  '''  '^''^^  '"^'^  '''  ^^''th  a 
a'KHher    day  •    urn     on    chi.  '^'^^  f ^^'  '''''  ^^^^^^>'  ''^■^--  t'>  f'ght 

modelled  tie  r  u  nners  o  T^"  "'^'^'  ^'Z''  ^''''^  ^'^^'^-^  '-^ 
truculent  exploits  A'ainBHish  r""-'"'"- ''""'"•^^•'^'^■^  '"'"■  ^"^"-tl-T 
weakness,  and  the  temp  rary     ^^  ^^^^^   '"'^^^''^^'^    '^'r 

was  causing  the  Bot-  s    o  i    Inl  7  "'i"^^*-'^'^''-'-^^  '""  the  east 

British  born  peop Wh  .se  f  '  ""^'''"'"^1  "'  ^^•^'""'■"^^^l--  ki'Kl  on 
sible  one  in 'd  ;^  ciVcu^^  J^^^^^^^^^^^       '"  —-i-n,g  was  the  only  pos- 

Prcsident  Steyn  had  s;^  "  o  ^rs  dr;t' m 'irr'/l"'  '!''"'  ''^^'"''^ 
to  fight  with  the  Boer  ann^  w:'^"^:*:^,;:^   '''''''''  ^^""^'^''"^  ^'^^^ 

clran.;\n  S.H^h'^iea'"^:^ '"'rf'^^'1'^  ''^^"^  ^^''^^  — ->  '^■"'"  the 

what  delicate  iK^lh  (so  S.  I^'h"'  "'^V  .^"^'  '""■^^ ''-"  '"  -"-- 
accompanied   by  1  is  u  ^  ?  ^«  t'^at   m    h.s   campai.^r„s   he   was 

cumbed  to  an  aL  eat  cl.'.n<l '"''"•  ^'"^  l'''\'^'  ""^^  "'^^'^'^•-''v  -'-- 
Joubert  was  nn,ch  e"^l't"l'urf  ""  1^^^''">-^-  ^^'^^'^ 
Boers  lost  not  <,nlv  a  re  mH-  L^^^^^  ''V  '"f"'^'  ^^""-      ^'^  ^im  the 

level-headed  polit  dan         f^  '  T^'f'^l'  '"'/  ''''  ^'"l'-.^lH.,.ned  and 

ceededtothe  Vesidencvin  iSo  ^U  T\  '^;^'"'^'  ""-■  ^ '••"''••■''  •^^'^- 
have   ceased   to   exis^  ^  '  V^^^^^^^^^^^ 

progressive  views  md  h,  ^'^^^"^^^^^1  Dutchman  had  moderatelv 
Ir'l  five  y;;:;^^,,:^^';-':;-'  '-  j^f^rthat  the  den,an^ 
countenanced  the  id  a  f  w.r  n  I  "  ''''^"^''^''  '''''■  ^^^  ^^''"^  'I'-^- 
h-  had  with  his  cou  n  Ln  in  T  ;"  '"""^  ''''^''  ^'^^^^  ^''^^  '"'^''-^^e 
outlook.      At  times  1  ?  seem    1  ,    '      '//^'^^'^'^'i  and  liberalitv  of 

Great  Britain  For  this  cu^  t"'  ^'"''1^1  --I--t;on  with 
countrymen  of  bei  r  If.  '  '  >• ''"^  ^'^"/^r^'  K>-  '^'•'^  '"-••-  '^.rrow 
'■'Urigued    against    l^-    Mr     K  the  Aincandcr  cause,  and  was 

sym,Mthiser.^as  he  Vres  dem  -T  iS  '"^  ''''^'  '^'"  ^'^^  •''^'-i^l'-^«' 
attitude  may  be  -  m^c^cI  bv  f-  n  ^''^'''"T  "'^^""^'  '^''"-  -^^iH  his 
"I  have  btn^rr l"^  ..'^  ^^'rr  ^I^^-^  '"  '^78 
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thank  (iod,   it  is  not  almijrluy."     And  his  motto,  which  he  invented 
lor  himself,  was,  "Trust  in  (iod,  and  tiL,du  I ".n^; land." 

On  hearing'-  the   news  of  General  Joubert's  death,  Lord  Rcjberts 
sent  the  following  to  President  Kriiger: — 

"  I  liave  just  rcccivcii  tlic  news  of  General  juiibcrt's  dcatli,  and  desire  at  nnce 
to  oder  my  siiscerc  condolence  to  your  Honour  and  the  burghers  of  the  South 
African  Republic  on  tlic  sad  event. 

"I  would  a^k  you  to  C(5nvey  to  drneral  Joubcrt's  iariiily  the  expression  of 
my  most  respectful  sympathy  in  their  :iad  bereavement,  ami  to  assure  them  also 
from  me  tiiat  all  ranks  of  her  Majesty's  forces  serving  in  South  Africa  share 
my  feeling  of  deej)  regret  at  the  sudden  and  untimely  end  of  so  distinguished  a 
general,  who  devoted  his  life  to  the  service  of  his  country,  and  whose  personal 
gallantry  was  only  surpassed  by  his  humane  conduct  and  chivalrous  bearing 
under  all  circumstances." 

On  the  alternoon  of  the  29th  the  funeral  took  place,  and  many 
wreaths  were  sent  by  the  British  officers  in  the  Pretoria  prison. 

THE    BATTLK   01     KARREK 

Karree  Station  is  situated  some  se\enty  miles  north  of  Hlocin- 
fontein,  and  here  the  Dutchmen  were  distributed  on  kopjes  com- 
manding the  railway  west  and  north.  As  they  promised  to  be  an 
impediment  to  further  i)rogress,  Lord  Roberts  d^'cided  that  they 
must  be  removeil.  Oenerals  Tucker,  Wavell.  and  Chermside.  with 
infantry  and  artillery,  were  already  in  the  vicinity.  To  join  them 
General  P'rench  started  from  Bloemfontein  with  reinforcements 
on  the  2Sth  of  March.  These  consisted  of  a  Cavalry  Brigade 
composed  of  12th  Lancers,  the  Carabineers,  the  Greys,  the 
Australian  I  lorse,  a  Mounted  Infantry  Brigade,  Kitchener's  Horse, 
and  three   Yickers-ALixim  guns   under  Colonel    Le   Gallais. 

The  artillery  plant(;d  their  shells  witli  admirable  exactness  on 
the  kopjes  west  of  Karree  where  the  enemy  had  ensconed  him- 
self Meanwhile,  in  a  wonderful  and  almost  invisible  manner, 
an  enveloping  movement  was  organised.  Colonel  Le  Gallais,  the 
-Mounted  Infantry,  ami  Kitchener's  I  lorse  operating  on  the  right  wing, 
while  General  I'Vench  with  ist  and  3rd  Cavalry  Brigades' were  on 
the  left.  General  Chermside's  Brigade  was  on  the  right  centre,  and 
Geiutral  Wavell's  on  tlie  l(;ft  centre.  About  midday  the  enemy  was 
discovenjd  near  a  farmhouse  some  two  miles  east  of  Karree.  '  The 
Dutchnvn  then  btjgan  to  fire  from  some  small  kopje.s,  on  the  in- 
fantry. I*"r om  this  point  they  were  routed  by  the  smart  action  of  the 
Norfolks,  but  they  continually  reappeared,  there  bi-ing  some  five 
thousand  of  them,  under  Grobler,  occupying  four  different  positions, 
with  a  frontage  some  three  miles  long.  Both  ends  t)f  the  position 
were  strengthened  by  trenches  and  guns.  The  right  flank  consisted 
<ji  <i  thickly  wo(xied  hill  coimected  with  the  main  position  by  a  ridge 
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.novn,,.  the  enemy  Ir/.rn  his  m  ui.  s     .    -t'  n'^'lf^  ^^^^^'^-^^-^l   in 
\oiunteers  also  clltin^uishec  „^^'^^^^^^        ^ '"^  ^ ''V    '"M-rial 

'•''■S..I1  that  the  n.rlu  was  (MactiX  "t  ,  '^""r  '""    ^^'"'^  ^'"^''  .^--^' 

^-«:""    t..   ^vu  a  retreat  lce^t//\:^         '^"    ''^^  J^'-rs   iKuin^ 
'p  would  earrv   then,,      'nlf's^  ^^  '  )    '"'  ^^^'^^'^  ^•'^"  '^^  '-^t  as 

'  '^■"i'y  -tttentions  to  the  various  konU^iu  />'.?."'^'"'"''I  to  dinct 
'^'-\  ^'>-  r  efforts  to  run  a.ul  r^  urn  n  Id  I ' '  r'^'" '^^  '1'^"  l^"t^l-'n<n 
«^^ttn,^.  n,,  and  consccju,  ntly  tl  e  ca  fV^  ""  ■''"'•"'•      '^"^'<  ^^'•^^ 

t'H-y  succeeded  once   more^n   c.!^    1   '^\^!;^'^^/"  I'-sue  then,,  and 
■'P.Hl.ty   u-.th   which   the   ni.du  c-u      'l,;     ^^    "'"■'ir-  ,  ^^^^ino    to  th,- 

'l^'^lcxperi,  ncedsomevervtm-nXurs    ;-,'";"'  "^ ''^'^  ^''""l'^-   "J^" 
tl^^v  were.  '  ''-  '"-^  ^">'^'^  '^'  ''.^'luin-  bivouacked  where 

^rv'!"^-^^^^^^  r-  --  action 

blotched  with  irrenu,an-tic.sri;u  ,.;.;'  /'^V;^^^  \v,th  ravines  and 
;V"-'<  ^vas  satisfactory,  as  the  c  nnr  -  'r  "'"  "'^r''"'  "''  ''^'•-  ^''O's 
'  '■■"'dfort-in,i.o,-tant  to  t.s  'n  '  V,  T'  "  "'  "''  '''^'''  ^<'^^"  "'" 
clear  of  the  enin,y,  and  he  ,-.    rt     th,     >' V  '/'''^'■•■''">"«-vvas  swept 

^n>und  gained  and  preserved   Uvl,;;'r'       ""'^"'^^  "'^"'•^^'  '^^- 
1  >titchmen.  "^'""  lurther  nicursions  of  thc^  nimble 

i'he  casualties  were  numerous  :— 

Kind's  Own   Scottisli  Borderers— AV//./      r- 
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CHAPTER    VIII 

MAFEKIXG   IN    MARCH 

">IYE  months  of  beleaguerment  and  no  nearer  the  end! 
Ruefully  the  ca,c;ed  crowd  bei;;ui  to  draw  pictures  oi 
themselves  as  weird  Rip  Van  Winkles,  curious  fossilised 
thing^s  that  would  some  day  be  unearthed  by  the  inquiring 
historian.  They  wondered  whether  Ginevra  in  her  sealed 
oaken  chest  felt  more  lost  to  the  world,  more  forgotten,  more  im- 
possible of  rescue!  "We,"  said  some  one  who  shall  be  nameless, 
"we  are  all  modern  Ginevras— or'  •  no  one  seems  to  look  for  us, 
and,  by-and-by,  perhaps  no  one  will  even  mourn.  It  is  five  months, 
you  see  !  Ginevra  was  probably  asphyxiated  in  five  hours,  whereas 
we — we  do  the  thing  more  sluggishly — more  painfully— we  starve 
mentally  and  physically  by  slow  degrees.  If  we  get  air,  it  is  air 
that  is  best  not  respired."  Nevertheless,  these  people  sent  forth  to 
the  world  radiant  accounts  of  their  doings,  and  sported  the  mask  of 
Punchinello  over  the  visage  of  Melpomene.  It  was  very  British, 
this  jocose  unreserve  that  was  a  still  more  tragic  reserve,  this 
festivity  on  the  lips  with  famine  gnawing  at  the  vitals. 

Fever,  the  fever  of  heat,  ennui,  and  mental  and  bodily  depres- 
sion, had  begun  to  assail  the  unfortunate  besieged.  The  climate  of 
Mafeking— in  ordinary  circumstances  most  inspiriting— was  be- 
coming tainted,  and  the  feeling  of  creeping  malaria  swept  over  all 
who  were  forced  to  remain  cooped  within  the  sorry  regions.  But 
the  chief  on  whose  wits  the  whole  community  depended  defied  the 
malign  influence  of  his  surroundings.  During  the  day,  with 
reserved,  adamantine  calm,  he  busied  himself  inventing  the 
thousand  and  one  projects  by  which  might  be  defeated  any  possible 
move  of  the  enemy,  in  reviving  the  spirits  of  his  followers,  and 
providing  for  their  appetites,  in  fighting  against  the  encroachments 
of  disease  and  retaining  the  perfect  discipline,  which  was  no  easy 
matter  in  so  small  a  radius  with  so  many  conflicting  emotions  to  be 
dealt  with.  At  night,  stealthy  as  a  cat,  he  would  creep  forth  to 
make  the  necessary  investigations  and  acquaint  himself  with  the 
state  of  the  force  opposing  him,  and  if  possible  discover  the  Boer 
machinations  of  the  future!  Creeping  along  the  veldt  all  eyes  and 
ears,  he  gathered  inspiration  from  a  glimmer,  the  sound  of  a  hoof, 
the  flutter  of  bird  and  rustle  of  bush.  Even  the  colour  of  the  dark- 
ness in  east  and  west  gave  him  unspoken  hints  of  designs  nefarious 
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Mafeking  in  March 

^'^^^rrr^:^!:^;:::^::^^^^^^  -  ^e.     And  then  he 

ingenious  and  plans  elabo  ate  udrf '''•'' r"'^  J^""''"^'^'  -'^'^  -  o  s 
roofot  the  verandah  of  tlie  e.d  l^  "'L'"'"  '^'^  ^'^X  ^'"cler  the 
the  multitudinous  schemes  h  S  7'  °?""^  concocting  sohk  of 
tratgi  their  best  efforts   "L:';f  ^^-'oun^-^l  the  Jioers^•uKi  W 

^isap;.;.::;.^:^/^:,^^^^;-;-  ^^^  peace,  was  secured  owing  to  the 
been    what    was    described    as     'nro  h     .    li  '^'^^e  gun.      U^  i.^d 
other  hand  a  more  valuable  life  than        ^  Z'^'    J^""^^''"      «"    the 
^yf  been  sacrificed,  for  Srr^^^Zj'^'' ^ '^"^  ^^''"'•'^n  mercenary 
who  had   been  doing  splencll   w^^fe   I^'^''^''  '''  ^^"^  ^''^l-  ^'-^l 
tlie  mormng  mortally  wounded         1,/^    '^'%^°""try,  fell  early'i, 
forty  shells  before  breakfast    ind  ml  -I  ."''•"'  ^'""'^  ■'something  undc-r 
^he  whole  day  had  the  C :^tS^^^^r  ^""""^^  '^'''^'  -^'-tleJ 
ardour  and  forced  them  to  postpone      o"  ■^"  •"^''.  "°'  ^'^"^^P"'  their 
vement  period.      They  neveSu   '''.""  ^^^tivities  to  a  n ore  con 
out   the  fl.lIowing  ^.^^t^:,^:^^  ^^i'Jtervals  thn,^!  i 
avenge  then- artillery-man:         """''^'^   ''''^'  the  nghteous  desire   to 

i\ew  brooms  sween  clp-,n       a  r     , 

the  scene,  there  now  becj,  "^nie  n.''  ^'"'^^  §^"""er  had  com     Mpon 
the  activity  was  no  longer    -IntT  h  ^  T  ''"''"^  ,'^on^bardment.      But 
"ess  of  the  fare,  and  theVea        L^'tlt  radoT '  "^^^^'V'°'"  ^'^^  --.^- 
became  mv.sible,  the  besieged  wou^^^^^^^^^^        "''^'^^'  ^''"^'"■■^^^  till  they 
he  7th  there  died  an  adven  urous   S   ?  '  •"^'  "''  ^^''''^>-  ^^'1-     On 
have    delighted    the    heart    o^e    lateTr^  "'^r  ^^'■^^->--^^^ 
Major   Badhe  in   his  sparklincr  Zo:Tr     ff''  .^°"''^   Stevenson 
outlme  of   his  romantic   ca  eer        <  Trl       ''\"r  ^"'^^  -^''^^'^  ''   '-"'er 
Argyll  and  Sutherland  HigSmders  h    iS?l  ^^'^^",^^^'^'  J"'"-'   '^^- 
(French  and  Sardinian  medals     nc     wo    f^'  "T'""'^  '"  ^'^^  Crimea 
A^.tnj>'gvas  kidnapped  when  ^baU^h^^  in  the  Indian 

or  the  i\orth  agamst  the  South   deser  ed  v^  Americans,  fought 

the  South,  afterwards  went  t  W  ,h  '  ^''''^'  ^^"^'  fought  fer 
and  served  in  the  Maori  \\^r  in  w  v'h  /'"'"  '°  ^'^^^  ^'^^^'"<^' 
Later  he  came  to  South  Af^a  erv  d  ',  '''T,  '^^'^^'^  P--'^""^''-- 
Sn- Charles  Warren's  expedition   r  V'^    ^^''^'^^'to   War  with 

'ancl  Border  Police.  anT  n  "fe.^d  To\T" 'V"""^/  ^'^^  ""'^"^-^^^-^ 
corfxshehasdiedofhardshi,  uHlodt^^  U-^'""  T^^''^^'  >'"  ^•'^■^'^ 
Major  went  <ni  to  say:  "He  i  not  f*E  '  ^'f'''"^.'^'^  ^^oers."  The 
have  here.      Both  the"  Navv  and    \  ""''^^  Crimean  veteran  we 

J:-ned  the  Royal  ^^avy  i  w^s^^'sm'-ec^  in  d^'^T.^r"^^^''  "^'^  '^^^ 
Sea,  came  to  Africa  and  served  h  the  CH  ^'^'  ^"^^'  ^'^^  ^^'-^'^ 
ser^■ed  m  the  Crimea  and  the  Mut  m  ?f^'''  ^^  '''■  ^^'-  ^^^asier 
records  of  ser^.Ve  I  am  no  so  cer  ai  '  '  Th''^'"'  ^"^  '''^'"^'^  ^^^ -'--^e 
and  the  cadet  corps,  utilised  for  o   le  Jy  work  T"''"'  '^'^^"^  ^'^^^ 

^  jeriy  ^^ork,  c^c,  is  remarkable,  and 
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if  the  Boers  have  their  greybeards  and  boys  lighting,  why  so  hav  we. 
The  cadet  corps  was  composed  of  youths  ranging  from  the  age  •  of 
ten  to  fifteen  years,  game  Httle  fellows  who  did  their  duty  si)lendidly. 
The  great  news  of  the  capture  of  Cn)nje  and  his  horde  now 
served  to  raise  the  drooping  spirits  of  the  community.  U  was 
also  reported  that  Snyman  was  .-n  the  move,  and  that  iMalan,  who 
was  opposing  Colonel  Plumer,  had  come  into  the  neighbourht)od  of 
Mafeking.  Sounds  of  rejoicing  came  from  the  Boer  camp,  and  on 
the  following  day  Boers  with  their  field  Kit  were  seen  to  be  clearing 
off.  The  information  that  the  force  wtis  marching  to  Bloemfonteiu, 
that  Cape  Colony  was  being  swept  of  rebels,  that  Ladysmith  was 
relieved,  now  poured  in,  and  caused  the  whole  place  to  become  simply 

inebriated  with  joy.  ,  t,        i  i 

On  the  9th  of  March,  to  commemorate  the  victory  at  1  aardeberg, 
a  special  siege  slip  was  published  at  the  newspaper  office.  _  The 
news  was  announced  in  the  form  of  a  poster,  ;md  concluded  with  the 
effectively  printed  information:  "  CrcMije  a  prisoner.  _  Snyman  to 
be  hanged."  Copies  were  afterwards  liberally  pelted  into  the  Boer 
quarter? who  digested  the  news  with  their  morning  biltong. 

On  the  nth  (Sunday)  a  truce  was  observed.  '1  he  Colonel, 
writing  at  that  date,  said  : — 

"  Our  men  sitting  upon  the  parapets,  held  a  friendly  conversation  with  a 
detachment  of  tlie  enemy,  and  an  enterprising  photographer  cnde;ivoin-cd  to 
get  them  into  line  while' he  photographed  them,  hut  they  w- re  evidently  sus- 
picious and  feared  tlic  temptation  to  turn  a  Maxim  upon  them  instead  ot  a 
camera  would  prove  too  great.  Small  parties  appeared  throughout  the  day, 
and  amicable  relations  were  maintained  until  dark." 

The  Boers  outside  were  a  hardy  and  stalwart  lot,  brawny  and 
uncouth  and  unkempt,  though  from  a  distance  not  un picturesque.  In 
their  rouo-h-and-tumble  attire  no  two  were  alike.  Some  \yere 
slouchin'^^'in  velveteen  coats  and  soft  felt  hats,  others  in  black 
jackets  with  "billycocks,"  and  all  with  the  inevitable  well-worn 
neckerchief  that  some  one  suggested  might  •' '  e  in  handy  tor  turtle 
soup  "     Their  bandoliers  and  dieir  Martin!  Mauser  ritle-  gave 

them  a  certain  uniformity  of  aspect,  but  otherwise  they  seemed  the 
most  motley  gang  that  the  hands  of  fate  cou.d  have  shuflled  to- 
(Tether.  Some  of  the  Boers  did  not  approve  of  the  camera,  and 
were  inclined  to  suspect  the  British  of  attempting  dodges  equal  to 
their  own.  but  others  took  a  pride  in  being  portrayed. 

A  remarkable,  almost  a  pathetic,  feature  oi  Mafeking  fighting 
was  the  strance  ability  of  both  sides  to  fraternise  when  hostilities 
were  suspended.  The  fact  was  that  the  combatants  were  linkec. 
too-ether  by  ties  of  relationship  so  mysteriously  interwoven  that  the 
t>  •'    .       -    ,  r    .   ■^  u  ....u^j.g  .^,^j  cousins-m- 

n  either  side  of  the 


fir^hts  partook  of  the  nature  of  civil  war 


law,  and,  in  one  case. 
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a  l.cutena„tu^;,;in  Z^Z^ZvTi^tnr  ''  '"'■''-^'^-  ^"''^^^^^^ 
rceonimeneed  the  bon,bnrdi,iei,  w kh  t  ,c°r  ^i^  ,'  f '  '""■'""r.  V"^^'')  ^'^^  ^'-O' 
Parat.vely  silent  tlic  j.revious  weel  „u  ri"  :  J'  ^^","'  V  "^■''  ''•''^'  '^^^"  '^""=- 
'"  tlie  open  the  fire  if  these  prr^  ^ti le^  :^"."-  "''™P"^'-  ^  -^^-1  aj;ainst  troops 
obtained,  bnt  they  arc  nio  c  -  e  ous  o  T  '"'  ''">'"^'  ''  ^°^--- ^^  '"^ 
the  streets  of  tlie  town.  A  et- d  L  °t  S  r  7  ^^''^  "'  ">^'  '"'•""t  from 
Lieutenant  Maeken.ie,  inade  a  nl  n  "'  .  r  °',"^r  "'^""""  ^'•'"'l'-^'  ""''^r 
on-fiinally  oeeupied  by  he  L-e.e  Ln  on  t^/^''  /'^^^^^  ^'^'^  I'^ort,  the  position 
got  wind  of  th.i  niovc^ent,"  fd  ev  u  e  t,;?n  •r'l'"';-  ''"?'"'^-  ^^''^  ^^°'^'- 
tinough.     To  eover  the  ac Ivance  0^141^^-    ^K  ^  f'V  ""'^^'  ^'  "^'"'^'''^ 

natives  were  despatehed  to  niake  a  ij  u  a Unek  ^^1^' f'^"'""'^"' -^^  ^^ 
recently   erected    by  the  Boers    -in,]     hi   I  o'^'o't  Snyman,  a  new  work 

position.    They  succeeded    rJreenioSr^  '"°'^'  ""'^'"''''^   ^"■■^'^'■■" 

of  whom  were  sleeping  ou  side    md\  I  ^  ■'«3;  Jards  of  the  enemv,  mnnv 

rapid  volleys.  Trooped-  wSb  l^o  st  hllnH  "'■.  '  '^^''t  Poiued  in  two  or  three 
brains  of  one  of  the  enem^f  Tiie  „!  jver  ^'  ^  '°  "'"  ^"''^  '°  ^'°^^'  ^'"^  ^he 
ance  with  instructions  prel  ous   "J^^en  to    l"  '  '''''"'   '"''''''  ''"  '''^'-■^■■^'- 

upon  the  etiemy.  I„  thj  br  SL^t  ,e  Cane  p'"'  ''''''"'''  ""''^'^^  ^°"'^  '««^^''^ 
n.ent  of  Protectorate  troops  unier  Caplam  ';.^tSerc-'"'"'°"''  '^  ""  '^^^'^'^'^- 

you^'  :::::^:^t^''^t:'^::T^^T'  ^f  U.  death  of  the  genial 

the  heaclwiile'on  guard  in  bc^;S.f;eW^^^^  Tl  "  "T,  ■^'^";  ,f'--^?'^ 
been  previously  wounded  in  O^tXr         I  i  '^''"^'"^  ^''^^"''-  '^•'^^' 

fire  by  Trooper  Stevens   and  hi      '  ^'''"'^  ''"'^"  carried  off  undcr 

he  lost  his  life-poss^hlv  in  rl         T  ^' J;"'  ^""^^""""^^  ^'^  ^^^'^X  ^^hcn 

.  According  ^o'S^jr^::;::::?-^^^^^^^^ 

^:em,   killing   one1.;^.:^^S,,f  ^  : -->i;.,;;;^;^,  ^per^^         upon 

^;n.l  the  ..emy  feuti^fi  1  conSn!  lo^i^  l^^;;;^;-'^'    ^i^'"^' 
longs    bemg  unable  to  cope  with  Ion  ^ai^^^  fr.     1  ^ ''''': 

to  retire  on  Alrfekin.v  b-.x  inn-  .  \  ,  "\  ^'  ^"^'"  commencec 
bridles.  lM-,Ki  nJ  le'  Bi  e V^  '  ''"'■  ^''''''''  ^^'^'^  '''^'^^^^^  ^^"^1 
of  reinforce,  en  s  from  TlZTy''  ^r^'''''^^^  '"-''^'"'".^  the  arrival 
to  a  koj^e  i„  tt^Jich -t^  rrSli^i'^^lSrerr^'  they  retun.c.1 
position  until  dark   and  then  nv  ,        •    they  maintained  their 

haying  lost  one  kil     1  and   h  ■"''•'''  "V"""  '''''''''  '"to  the  stadt, 

the  party  we^'tfissinf.  "'"^^"^^  '"  ''^  ^^^^  ---'-'•      Three  of 
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raids  of  this  description  upon  those  wiiom  they  called  tlie  murderers 
of  their  \vt)men  and  children.  Mr.  C.  G.  Bell,  however,  rendered 
invaluable  service  in  dealini,^  with  the  natives,  and  a  Ijoard  was 
appointed  by  the  Colonel  commanding  to  go  thoroughly  in'.o  the 
native  question. 

The  Colonel  described  the  effects  of  the  bombardment  on  the 
following  day  : — 

"  On  Tuesday  a  slirapncl  slicll,  burstin.t,' just  about  my  bomb-proof,  sprinkled 
tlic  wall  of  the  fire  brigade  office  with  bullets,  which  entered  the  bedrooms  of 
Dixon's  llctel.  These  were  unoccupied,  but  afterwards  a  steel-plated  shell 
passed  through  the  wall  of  the  office,  and  when  spent  fell  beneath  the  table, 
and  was  scrambled  for  by  the  staff  of  clerks.  In  the  afternoon  a  shell,  bursting 
in  the  court-house,  killed  two  natives  and  wounded  four,  slightly  injuring 
another.  All  these  belonged  to  an  unfortunate  working  party  who  happened 
to  be  passing  at  the  moment.     A  woman  was  also  slightly  wounded." 

The  conduct  of  the  Boers  towards  the  natives  varied  according  to 
the  policy  of  the  commandant  engaged  in  subduing  Mafeking.  A 
Scottish  farmer  who  remained  some  ten  miles  south  of  the  heroic 
hamlet,  said  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  war  the  Boers  were  not  so 
severe  on  the  natives  as  they  were  later  on.  About  Christmas-time 
natives  began  to  come  out  of  Mafeking  and  loot  cattle  to  take  back 
into  the  town.  Then  the  Boers  were  ordered  to  give  no  quarter  to 
natives.  If  this  order  had  had  reference  to  those  found  looting 
catde,  it  would  only  have  been  according  to  the  rules  of  warfare,  but 
the  Boers  were  told  to  shoot  down  any  strange  native  found  in  the 
veldt  without  a  pass  from  their  people  ;  and  this  was  done  in  a  very 
large  number  of  cases,  their  bodies  being  left  to  rot  on  the  veldt  as 
if  they  were  dogs.  In  some  cases  they  had  come  out  of  Mafeking, 
which  need  hardly  be  wondered  at,  in  view  of  the  scarcity  of  food 
amongst  the  natives  there.  Considering  the  risk  run,  it  was  vvon- 
derfui  how  natives  could  be  found  willing  to  creep  through  the  Boer 
lines  with  despatches  ;  but  the  natives  are  certainly  anything  but 
cowards. 

Towards  the  middle  of  March  the  attitude  of  the  Boers  towards 
the  natives  improved,  and  they  began  to  allow  fugitives  to  escape 
through  their  lines.  The  reason  for  this  change  of  front  was  attri- 
buted" to  a  desire  to  conciliate  the  Baralongs  in  the  event  of  Boer 
defeat,  and  to  keep  them  from  raiding  into  Boer  territory  when 
their  time  for  reprisals  might  come. 

Native  spies  brought  in  all  manner  of  rumours,  to  the  effect  that 
Colonel  Plumer's  armoured  train  had  reached  Pitsani  Pothlugo, 
notable  as  Jameson's  starting-point  on  his  famous  raid,  and  that  the 
enemy  was  concentrating  at  Ramathlabama  to  prevent  the  advance 
of  the  relieving  force.  But  news  certainly  lost  nothing  by  passing 
through    the   medium   of   native    channels,   and   the   inhabitants  of 
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fro,,,  Buiuu.,..^  wir:;;,-;:; ,  ^;::ii:,:i- :,-•;  t"'  '"'"■ 

had  It  that  the  fimnn«  m.vi       i     i  ^     „      ^^^'^"^ '-^'"k'-     One  rumour 

with  a  bomb\^;r;:'L  t, '^;:^,!:"  [ :-*^^'!-«^ '^  ^^--  'a.g<r 

south  of  Mafekin.r  all  thr-  n-  fi,-.    i     i  u     ^■^^^'"■'^■^•^'  '^rea,   west  and 

was  thouoht-to  nt^PvpL    f  ,^'^''^"^^'i'?'  '^^rder  with   a  view-it 

W'hatever  1  e  o   iect  ' u    ,tn?      '^-  '^''''"-  '^'''''^^^'  '^  Mu(.klu^. 

was  very  cruel    ^  The  "'o;  TT    "^  "'^^^''^y  '"  '^'^  ^^-"^  ''^^^^'' 
>       uci.      1  iK  poor  people  were  robbed  of  their  herds  and 
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.ft   nuist    be   nut.cl   thai    l„...sicie.s 


who  suca-cdcd  CaiHiin  (■;,  .     '''t^ntcnaiu  Currk,..  H  S  C  V 

crowd.    call.d    th.    Milarf  \^^^^ --^X'  M^  l'"'"^  =  "^^'  ^^  ^^•'" 
^^•"l^'"^'^"ts  "put  their  hacks  in^     1  '•  Z^^[  :^'^'cl<on..c.       All   these 

^'v--ives  ia  thf  inS'::^;;:!^:;-  /^'-  -'-^-,us  int...-ested 

^J'th   the.n   that  they  resurte     t,    ii:  ''^'"]    "'  '^'''''   ■^"   '"•"n.liar 

-'Uic     be    called  ■-  J^ovv-le^    '  '     i   t  ^/"  ^^rT"^^'  i^li^'-''^"^--      ^^'^ 

"''■••^■'l-      J  Respite  his  year     u      his         .    n'^'"  /^"^    partict.iarlv'^ad: 
^^^'-,up  his  post  iro,!,^:"  i    \,1",:^^''V'^  '^'^  --''' 

^^•^hy  a  better  cause.      I  ti     c "       ,     '"''"^   ^^■'^''   I><.rsiste,u: 

-ndc..red  hhn  to  the  ^.nko/t^ZT     P^';!^^'"'''^"^^  so,„ewhat 
'"'-^-n.^.  in  the  ^:>:c\u.mcnt^     ' M   jt^  '^' ^  ^"  '^^'  -sonicthin^r 

;--y  or  lus  compatriots,  L^f   tn     Zr^  T'"  ^r""'  ■^'^^^'  ''^-  '''- 
!;>•    Lieutenant    Currie,    H  S  C  P      ,n.  '     '^^'^^-•'■^^•'■'^^'   "dished." 

hese   cheery   fellows    in   off  mome   ts    ven''''''^''""''"   ^""^'"•^^•"t. 
chano-e   jocosities   with   the    fnl       ]       \  •'''''''^y  ^""^u^di   to  ev- 

barbarisn.,asoneofthen;.selves     "'   """^'""^^    ^^''"'    ^'-Pi^e    his 

1  lie  corres[)(nident  of  the  /W/    7/,,//  /  •      ,, 
scene  to  describe  the  style  of  Iri,- ,  II  ''-''^^''  ^""^^'^'  <^  •'sample 

balances  a  hat  onX' iS  of  ,h'.''f   J;,  '"■*•'■'     C''"-   Cape    ■  l,oy  ' 
you  can  ,scc.  that.')    Vl  c  Roer  fi' '        ''?  ?"',"">•=•  'Tlicrt, 'you  arc  ■ 

•■  Cape  ■  boy  •     .  XV'Mt  to    ht  I  >;'      A '"  ''"""  "'^'^  '^■'*' 
■  Is  tllat  nearer  > ')  '"  """  ''"■'^'^       ("'*■•  A^s  again  a,ul  asks, 

«l-ou.g'';h='  lo°!phoif '""  '"■'''■'     "°"  f--  ^'  "">d  »hot  that  conK-s 

that'he'^iinS  s''''''Tod™rt's ''r  "•'"','•  ='"" "- "«-.  <■'■-"..' 

ty  I..-S  bad  display,  sin^s  „7-  "^  ""^^sn.anship,  and  an.^ercd 

bot.les,''butmt'"  '""   "°""'''    ^'-^  "-«  -"'   here  no.   to   shoot 

-cUa^opi^L^S"  Ti;:^  ;;^^!  {!«-  --  I'opelcssiy  i^nonnn 

or,   and   one  raw  indi,  id„  ,1  w,  f  ,e-   d   ,,rT' ,''''>'  ,""=  ''•"'"'"« 

behove   the   0„ee„   had  caused   ^!:t.:i^t^^:,^:^,:^tl 
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r'ni^Iish  Riiiul.  Tlicy  r(;taiiu:il  their  huinptioiisness  in  all  cir- 
(umslaiiccs.  Alter  .i  \iclory  they  wouKI  hrai^  n{'  the  iiiimher  of 
iJritish  killed,  about  So.ooo  as  a  rule,  their  news  heinj^f  ^leaiKitl  Irom 
the  iiiia'^iiiativc  columns  of  the  Shiiit/ari{  am/  /^iji^i^irs  Nvz<.'S.  On 
tin.'  subject  ot'tleft.'at  they  wi-re  reticent,  but  fairK'  contideiit  that  the 
Dutch  tla;4  in  a  month  or  two  was  bound  to  be  lloating  over  South 
Africa. 

On  Sunday  the  25th,  a  j^'reat  Slei^^e  I""..\hibition  took  {)lac<! — an  ex- 
hibition nota!)Ie  for  its  orij^Miialily.  Anioni^^  the  article-s  on  \ie\v  were 
jjonnets  whii:h  had  been  trimmed  with  "  sie^e  "  materials  l)y  ladies  of 
the  town.  These  were  never  tired  of  showinj,'  their  usifulness  and 
versatility,  but,  as  Lady  Sarah  Wilson  —a  host  in  herself  declared 
in  the  Daily  .}fail,  "  even  thedoifs  j)la)  fd  a  prominent  part  in  the  sietje. 
(  )ne  bt:lon^dn;4  to  tlu:  base  commandant  was  wounded  no  less  than 
three  times;  anothiT,  a  rout^h  Irish  terrier,  accompaniinl  the  Protec- 
torate Rei^dment  in  all  its  entfa.^e'nuMits  ;  a  third  amused  itself  by 
runniuL;  after  the  small  ^blxim  shells,  barkin^r  loudly  and  tryini^^ 
hard  to  retrit:vc  pieces  ;  while  the  Resident  Commissioner's  doi^s  a 
prutU;iit  animal,  whenever  she  heard  the  alarm-bell  tore  into  the 
l)omb-pr()of  attached  to  her  master's  redoubt,  and  remain(;d  there 
till  the  explosion  was  over.  The  saj^acious  creatures  rendered  them- 
selves most  valuable,  for  no  sooner  had  the  warning,'  1x^11  announced 
the  firini^  of  a  shell  than  the  town  do^^s  be^^an  to  bark  loudly  in  all 
quart(.'rs,  thus  enablini^  persons  who,  owinj,'  to  the  tlirection  of  the 
wind  or  other  circumstances,  had  failed  to  note  the  sii^nial,  to  escape 
to  their  shelters"  The  natives  were  much  more  apathetic,  and 
Renter's  correspondent  L^ave  curious  instances  of  their  stupidity  and 
laisscr  faiyc.  "They  would  <jjather  in  t^^reat  crowds  round  the  soup- 
kitchens  in  the  town,  and  when  bells  were  rung  warning  them  that 
the  enemy's  6-inch  gun  had  been  fired  they  were  too  lazy  to  take 
cover  in  the  lee  of  the  surrounding  buildings,  and  had  to  be  driven 
to  do  so  by  means  of  sticks  and  sjamboks.  Many  would  rather  die 
than  work,  and  were  too  lazy  to  attempt  the  now  comparatively  safe 
journey  to  Kanya." 

It  was  annoying  to  hear  perpetual  rumours  of  relief  and  to  find 
relief  as  far  off  as  ever.  Runners  continually  brought  in  telegrams 
of  congratulation,  which  adtled  not  a  little  to  the  bitterness  of 
incarceration.  At  one  moment  Plumer  seemed  to  be  coming  ;  he 
was  said  to  be  only  eleven  miles  off,  and  the  town  was  in  ecstasies  ; 
at  another  bombardment  began  briskly  as  ever,  and  spirits  descended 
to  zero.      One  of  the  besieged,  writing  home  on  March  22,  said  : — 

"Tilings  arc  going  on  as  usual.  Every  one  is  heartily  sick  and  tired  of  tlie 
siege.  Colonel  Plumer,  with  1500  men,  is  only  about  tiiirty-fivc  miles  away, 
with  provisions  for  us.  .  .  .  Every  one  here  feels  the  want  of  more,  better, 
and  varied  food.     A  friend  of  ours  was  very  ill  for  ten  days,  and  the  only 
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"  •''••"■i.il  ••111,1  1}  |,|,„i,|  f„,^  .      '"■  '""•'"'■'I  1^  «,  J-  lull ,  a,„|  ,1,,,,^.  .        '  '  ™  " "i-'i 

«■  ioc..,,|y  ..ii,,.i,,„ ::::;  „,,;,,•  ,^i"-  ■■;-'.-■  i..c.-..i  i.  .•,„■„„,  i„;:,t  ' ; , 

very   tl,a„kiul   tiiat   the  dcfi  >  e  o    'm  .     '  "^'"'  '''  '''"'  '''"''  ^ve  „nv  J 

oa|)ah|,.  man."  ''"^'"^^  ^'    '^''''^^'k'ny  Las   been   entrusted    to    su;i,   a 

I'iic  menu  was  not  variecratod  V.u,  r  ^ 
■^  -^Pcacs  of  porrid,,r.  (niade^froni  tlu-  In  l"  V'"  '^'•'''''  ^"''''^^-^' 
M'MK.  hours  prior  to  boiling.)  and  n  xi,  l'  'I'-'  ''''""^^'"ted  for 
'l^^^-^ns  called  it.  "chupaaie."  ,  uS  r'"'"  r'f"'^'  •"-•  ^'^  ^'^^ 
['!  ^'\^'  cluipattie.  and  was  d(.sc  I  .  c  •  s  '"'  'f ''^^"  ■'^'^vouriness 
biscuit  and  a  baked  brici-  r  '^"''"  ''■\  'i  cross  betwe.  n  a  shin's 
fi'lin,tr.  in  fact,  that  tW 'wh     ,  1 ''  '"'';""'>'  ''"'"^'  ''•^  ^'^^  Pric     '  . 

styled  ••hippopotanui:::    d  ^t^rs"  ^t'"'  '^■"•"  ^''-^  -- 

,^Iarch  2;th  was  dc^scribed  as  rh  "^  ^T''  ''^'^^•'•"ards. 

'V^^    avails  of  Mafekin.^   .h,/    ,J  ^/^•^^'•'^^'J'-^        the  sie^r.,  th,- 

shells  by  Creus<,ts  and  :1uS;LS;'^^^^        ^'"  ^^^^  ''"^oo 
were  said  to  have  been  fired   i     hit    T'     ^J,  '"^"^>'  ''^•'^  "5°  •'^I^^-'Ils 
wa,s  responsible  for  70.      Sen      nf    \l    ^"'  ''''''""  ^^^^'    'oo-pounder 
"fhcer  who  had  been^'n  tiie  t^rof^l  "''wrV''  •'"  ^'^'^^=  ^''^''-•-  '"' 
a  hio-h-velocitv  shell  and  hul    b        '  r         ''''''-'  ^'^^&^''  ^^as  cau'dit  bv 
"f  the  shells  penetnued     i  e  tnb^T'  '^'"^^  '^'^  '^^^   ^^-n' 
were  more  or  less  injured       It     ns  r^  ^ ,    '  T\  ""^'  '''  ^'"''^  P^'-'-sons 
f-'ur  days  of  the  sic<^c     s  J  calculated  that  durincr  the  sixtv 

Creuso^  indepencSiy  'of  mZ^mS^^'t'/^V^  ^'^^  ^-I-''^ 
niKst  of  the  valorous  commu  7  '""''''^%  ^^'^  descended  il,  the 
cunos  and  fetched  as  nnicras^^,,  •';re."  '^''  ■^'^^""■'^  "^'''^  -^''  -^ 
r.)r  ten  or  twelve.     The  losses  offh>  ''P'"-'^^" '  '■'^•"^''  ^>"^''^  sold 

K.llcd  and  missin,.  :   7  officers     ndo?"''"'""\  ''^'-  ^"  ^'^''^  ^'^^^^  -^■'-^- 
othernon-combatams.      w'ounci;        r  r'   T''  ^"'^'''"'^  -^^^^  "^^^''ve  and 
'14  nati^-e  and  other  non-com bltaiits      ""  "^^^  ^''^  "^-^'  '---^1- 
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Heavy  Unu'^  was  reported  from  the  narih  on  the  31st,  and  there 
was  treniendous  excitement.  One  and  all  agreed  that  it  was 
Ct)lonel  Plumer  cominy  to  the  rescue.  They  hoped,  they  praved, 
and  when  at  last  the  sounds  died  away  hope  died  with  them.  'I  he 
next  mornin<,f  explained  it.  General  Snyman  .sent  in  a  letter  under 
a  llai;- of  iruce  recjucsting  C(3lonel  Baden-Powi'U  to  send  an  aml)u- 
lance  for  Colonel  Plumer's  dead!  A  hcM'rible  description  of  the 
battlefield  "strewn  with  corpses"  followed,  and  caused  deep  concern 
to  those  who  were  the  cause  of  the  tjallant  enterprise  whi  :h  had 
cost  so  manv  lives.  Fortunately  only  three  bodies  were  found,  but 
these  had  rilled  pockets,  while  the  boots  of  one  had  been  removed. 
The  action  of  removing  boots  from  the  dead  savours  of  the  barbaric, 
but  it  must  l)e  remembered  that  the  Uoers,  and  indeed  some  of  our 
own  men,  wer(.'  almost  solelcss.  War  brings  about  strange  con- 
ditions and  strange  ethics.  A  trooper,  one  of  the  remnant  of  the 
Light  Ih-igade,  told  a  strange  story  of  how  on  that  "great  occasion  " 
he  came  on  the  corpse  of  a  Russian  officer  magnificently  booted, 
while  he  himself  could  barely  hobble  in  his  tatters.  He  could  not 
resist  the  prize,  and  possessed  himself  of  the  much-needed  apparel. 
He  was  in  the  act  of  going  off  in  triumph  when  his  conscience 
smote  him  ;  he  returned,  and  taking  off  his  own  boots  reverentially 
clothed  the  feet  of  the  dead  man  !  He  iippeased  his  qualms  by 
arguing  that  exchange  was  not  robbery  ! 

COLONEL  PLUMER'S  OPERATIONS 

Colonel  Plumer  lived  in  the  hope  of  joining  hands  with  Cc^lonel 
Baden-Powell  at  Mafeking,  and  messages  were  successfully  inter- 
changed between  the  two  officers.  Life  in  the  north  was  occupied 
mainTy  witli  skirmishes  and  the  repairs  of  railway  lines  and  culverts, 
which  were  needed  along  almost  every  mile  of  route.  P^etween 
Gaberones  and  Crocodile  Pools  the  engineers  worked  arduously,^ 
under  the  protecti')n  of  an  armoured  train  and  a  strong  bwdy  ot 
dismounted  men.  Very  useful  information  was  received  of  the 
Boers'  whereabouts  frt)m  papers  contained  in  a  Boer  mail  -  bag 
cai)tured  between  Seciuani  and  Sauerpoord.  The  Boers  were 
found  to  be  in  force  at  Crocodile  Pools,  and  to  have  in  their  pos- 
session two  cannon  and  two  machine-guns,  and  here  it  was^  evident 
they  meant  to  harass  any  progressive  movement  of  the  Piritish. 

On  the  nth  of  January  Colonel  Plumer,  with  a  portion  of  his 
forces,  arrived  near  INIochudi.  The  Boers— about  200~were  re- 
ported to  have  gathered  some  thirty  miles  to  the  south-east,  while 
others  were  entrenched  on  the  kopjes  by  the  railway  at  Crocodile 
I'ools.  With  them  were  said  to  be  guns  in  charge  of  German 
onable  disc(n'erv  fnr  the  British,  who  were  almost 
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!  There  was  reason  to  suppose  that  discontent  reigned 
among  tlie  Boers  owing  to  scarcity  (jf  prcn'isions,  and  that  they  were 
longing  to  throw  up  the  sponge  and  return  to  their  farms.  They 
found  \[(c  in  the  trenches  and  kopjes  not  wliat  is  vulgarly  described 
as  "all  beer  and  skittles,"  and  began  to  think  of  the  coming  seasons 
which  would  find  them  empty  as  the  fabled  grasshopper  in  "winter. 

Some  of  the  troops  also  proceeded  to  Gaberones,  where  three 
armoured  trains  were  kept  active.  On  the  I2th  a  lioer  patrol  made 
an  etfort  to  burn  a  bridge  a  mile  north  of  the  station,  but  was  frus- 
trated by  the  promptness  with  which  Lieutenant  Wallis  brought 
No.  3  armoured  train  on  the  scene.  When  the  enemy  fell  back  on 
the  station  they  were  welcomed  by  No.  i  armoured  train  under 
Colonel  Llewellyn,  and  the  welcome  was  so  unexpected  and  so 
hearty  that  the  enemy  bolted.  Owing  to  the  darkness  they  got  off 
in  safety.  Reconnaissances  were  made,  and  it  was  discovered  that 
the  Boers  were  located  one  mile  south  of  Crocodile  Pools. 

Major  Wird  made  a  reconnaissance  on  the  23rd  of  January — with 
four  squadrons  of  the  Rhodesian  Regiment — in  the  direction  of  a 
Boer  laager.  In  consequence  of  a  storm  of  rain  operations  could 
not  be  carried  as  far  as  intended,  but  some  of  the  enemy  were 
dislodged  from  a  hill,  and  two  horses  and  two  Transvaal  Hags 
were  captured. 

On  the  31st  an  animated  artillery  duel  took  place  between 
Colonel  Plumer  and  Commandant  Eloff,  and  on  the  following 
day  it  was  some  satisfaction  to  see  the  Boers  busily  engaged 
in  repairing  the  havoc  wrought  by  the  British  12^,-pounder  (jn 
their  fort.  On  the  2nd  of  February  more  activities  took  place. 
Major  Bird,  with  150  mounted  infantry  and  one  7-pounder,  made  a 
demonstration  on  the  right  flank  of  the  I3oer  position.  This  occu- 
pied a  ridge  running  for  a  mile  and  a  half  from  south-west  to  north- 
east. In  the  centre  of  the  ridge  was  a  nek,  which  was  protected  on 
either  side  by  a  fringe  of  Boer  sharpshooters.  This  nek  became 
the  object  of  British  attention,  and  Lieutenants  Marland  and  Pdunt 
with  their  men  poured  on  it  some  forty  volleys,  to  which  the  Boers 
replied,  but  without  serious  effect.  While  the  rattling  of  musketry 
was  kept  up  by  the  mounted  infantry,  a  7-pounder,  manned  by  the 
British  South  African  Police,  escorted  by  troopers  under  Captain  Mac- 
laren,  shelled  the  nek.  Whereupon  the  Boers  brought  into  play  a 
i2.Vpounder,  which  forced  the  British  7-pounder  to  retire.  The 
weapon,  however,  was  met  by  one  of  its  own  calibre,  which  was 
posted  near  Basuto  kopje,  and  a  spirited  contest  ensued.  On  the 
4th  of  February  the  hostile  guns  were  silenced  by  well  -  directed 
shells  adroitly  dropped  by  Lieutenant  Montmorency  in  the  middle 
of  the  Boer  fortress, 
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Colonel   Plumer's  Operations 

opportunity  Major   Hird  clev  sed   -,  ?  ''''^''^"'■-      ^^"   ^he  iir.t 

nately,  was  mori  cost!  than  s"c;sa;l"f'^^^"^"'^•,  "'^■^'^'  ''"'-"t- 
">ght  .  -  the  nth  of  P^-bruartht  in  ",',"'"  t^'*'^"^'-^'^'  <>"  ^i^' 
^  tlo.  :     and   rocky  ndoe  at   CVocodl^-^^^  ''^  ^'^^^   '^••'•^^-  "' 

enennvas  entrenched.  ^V  soone  ],  f ,,  ^^''^  ^''''^^''^  '^^^^^'^  ^lie 
than  they  came  on  wire  entaria,  m^^^^^^ 

surmounting    wire    and    l^h^^";^'^^^^^^  and   i„ 

1  His  set  the  H<)erdoo-sb-irl-n...,  I  w  n''''^'  '"'^^'^  ^'>^''^  'u.ise 
tHcir  rifles.  Thereurin  M  o  1/  f  '^f  ^^r'  ^'''^''''  '^^^'^'"^^  with 
'-<!    forbidden  ride  ^"    '^^/'^.X^^^f  =^  '->-net  charged    I  J! 

■stonmng  party.  Before  the  men  could  t"7  ^'  J"'''^'-'  ^^  ^he 
^ver,  the  Dutchmen  exploded  dvnmV"  ^'' '^"''-"  ^"^^^^^^ 
fracas  with  volleys  of  muske  rv  X^  T'""'  ^^"^  ^^'"'^^^•^'d  the 
>ritish  and  M^lr  Bird^;Sd  a  r^eT"' C^^  ''T'^^'T  ''^  ^^- 
Irish  Regunent)  was  among  the  kXd  S.^  '  "?  ^'^"'"'^  ^^^'^>''^' 
more  or  less  .severelv  iniurerl  \;  r  ^''''  "^  ^^'"^  P^rtv  were 
y^  the  dead  and  wou^.d^ '"  Vh^  Vichde ""  ''T'  r''^'^'  ^''  .^'•- 
Hartmann,  under  cover  of  the  vv  liJ.    I  "",  ^f,'"'^"'"  ^^"^'  ^''^^ther 

ficc lared  that  they  could  no  cspec  th  f'  "'."''"  ^'^^,^^^"-^"J.  thev 
had  stated  that  the  British  u^dd  no  1^'"  °^'  ''''  ^""^'"^^'  J^'^'"^'r 
'eventually  gave  up  five  of  he  dead  b ut  "f  T-'^^"^  ''■  ^^''^^>' 
part    with   the  wounded.       ALuTtUn       '"''"'^'l  ^'^''  '''"'"^  ^■"^^'  to 

e«l>rts  a^d  ''th !uL  'ffi^^tc:!,^?^^'  ^''^  "-">'  --"-us 
Crocodile  Pools,  the  Boe  ]::i;.i,^:"  ^^  f^  ^^^^^-Y^  position  at 
south  to  Lobatsi.  Trains  were  'now  n  ^.'^^"^f  ^^es  off  and  gone 
Ramoutsa.  A  cairn  was  erected  over  7^"'''  ^'"?  '^''^  ^^^^"''^  ^'^ 
officer,  Captain  French,  me^S  fate  PI  '^'°'  '"'^"'""^  '^'^  ^•^^''■'■'"t 
Major  Straker  in  the  di.;astrou  nflht  .tt-  c"  """"''^  T'''''  '^>' 
and  great  hopes  were  entertainerl     f    •  '''-"''^  niendmg  slowlv 

Colonel  Aumer  andt^  i tt "  rorc^\r  'T^ '•  ^^"""■•'>'-  ' 

continued    to    suffer  many   ha  assmenV  7'?^"  '^'"^'  ^^°°  ■'^  all, 

"manfully  for  the  assistance  of  IS  ^      '    '?   '^•^"'^^    '"'"^^   '^^    'struggle 
could  not  be  long  deiayj^  ^  ]!±'^a;:^r.'■^''^^^'->^  ^eli^d 


could  not  be  long  delayed7  TolX  in'SislSrr'''^'^''^-^^^  ^^''<^^^1 

■       -'  Colonel   Plui;"     ca^^'^^::S" ''"'V"^'"^^'^^' 
<  some  sixtv  mil..  ..  .1,      '.''"  H'  '^  vast  quantity 


aim,  and  to  this  ena  i^oionel  Plumrr  -,..        -       7 ""  i^^'l^^-^iai 

of  stores  at  Kanya,  some  sixtv  n.  '^^f  ^'"^^''ated  a  vast  quantitv 
so  that  when  oi^rtuni  v  "l  >u  ffS  1'  ''"''  °^  Crocodile!  Pooli, 
"ot  have  to  wait  for  provisio  s  Fn^-  ""  ''■"";'"•?  ^'"''^^■^'^  '"''^ht 
been   fixed  on  a  string^of  k   ,1"  to  the  T";?  7^'^  .^'^^  ^''""1-  ''^-' 
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River  lor  some  miles.  C)n  the  26th  of  February,  for  some  uii- 
accountuble  reason,  the  Boers  siicldenly  made  themselves  scarce,  and 
suspicion  _<;re\v  that  events  elsewhere  were  demanding  their  jjrompt 
attention.  The  disap[)earance  caused  some  sensation,  as  it  was 
reported — erroneously  as  it  afterwards  pro\-ed — that  not  a  iJoer  was 
visible  between  the  British  and  Mafekini^^  Thereupon  Colonel 
Plumer  decided  to  be  up  and  doini^^  and  an  advance  on  Lobatsi 
(situated  some  forty-five  miles  from  Colonel  Badcn-PoweH's  king- 
dom) w.is  (n-L,fanised.  First  of  all  telejj^raph  lines  and  rails  were 
repaired,  an  armoured  train  beini^  sent  forward  to  Pitsani  Pothlu;j^o 
to  protect  the  operations.  This  work  accomplished,  rations  for  thirty 
days,  the  base  hospital,  Sec,  wen-  transferred  to  Lobatsi. 

There  on  the  morning-  of  the  6th  of  March  Colonel  Plumer's 
torce  arrived.  The  efforts  of  the  relieving'  party  were  now  directed  to 
the  reconstruction  of  the  railway  and  bridj^es  which  had  been  w  recked 
by  the  Boers  in  October.  These  were  slowly  _<^0)t  into  workint; 
order.  Reconnaissances  were  pushed  south  with  a  view  to  farther 
advance,  and  pro\-ision  was  made  for  the  protection  of  the  railway 
behind  him  as  Cc:)lonel  Plumer  advanced. 

At  daybreak  on  the  i3tli  of  March  a  column  of  some  300  men 
with  three  t^uns  marched  towards  Kanya  on  the  west,  while  Coloiiel 
Bodle  (B.S. A.P.)  with  150  men  and  a  ]\Iaxim  proceeded  towards 
Pitsani.  When  the  former  party  had  succeeded  in  reaching'  a  place 
some  twenty  miles  beyond  Lobatsi  camp  they  were  suddenly  ordered 
to  return.  '  Captain  Maclaren  with  his  party,  thoui^h  fairly  worn  out 
after  a  Ioul^  day's  tramp,  at  once  obeyed  orders,  marched  thnuijj^h- 
out  the  night,  and  by  dawn  on  the  15th  had  rc:traced  his  steps. 
The  reason  for  the  recall  was  this.  Colonel  Bodle's  advanced  scouts 
had  come  upc)n  swarms  of  the  enemy  to  the  north  of  Pitsani,  and  the 
colonel  with  his  small  force  had  been  compelled  to  retire  in  hot  haste. 
His  [)osition  was  a  ticklish  one,  for  all  round,  in  every  available 
kopje,  the  Boers  had  ensconced  themselves,  and  only  by  great  nerve 
and  splendid  presence  of  mind  was  it  |)ossible  to  execute  anything 
like  an  orderly  retreat.  But  these  qualities  were  possessed  by 
Colonel  Bodle,  who  promptly  retired  his  ambulance  and  waggons, 
covering  their  move  by  forming  his  troops  in  Zulu  fashion  in  crescent 
shape.  L^nluckily  the  right  horn  of  the  crescent,  under  Lieutenant 
Chapman,  was  pounced  upon  by  some  hidden  Boers,  who  succeeded 
in  making  three  or  four  of  the  party  prisoners,  and  ca[)turing  a  box 
or  two  of  ammunition.  Owing  to  an  accident  to  his  horse  Lieu- 
tenant Chapman  was  thrown  and  captured.  Corporal  Gait  nearly 
shared  the  same  fate,  but  while  he  was  engaged  in  a  smart  tussle 
for  freedom.  Colonel  Bodle  came  to  the  rescue  and  put  the  Boers  to 
llight.  The  Dutchmen  then  commenced  to  follow  at  the  heels  of 
the  column,  apjiroaching  to  within  some  2500  yards  of  the  camp, 
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Colonel   Plumer's  Operations 

but  not  before  Lieutenant  Tyler  (U W  "^.^^•■^■'^.^•'■"tually  returned, 
i^  victun  to  a  shell,  which  c^^u' 4  hh /in  I  "^^  J^-'.^'>nent)  had  lallen 
instantaneously.  The  next  daWthe  6t  h'  T  ""^'  '^'"^'^'  ^^''"^ 
apr.ivat.ons.  and  the   liritish    as     su  d  '''  '''"'"^■^^  ^'^'-••■'• 

o»  then.seh-es.  though  their  'a  Le  1  af  n'-H  '''■^'  -""^'  '•'^'^-'"^ 
range-table.  An  animated  arTi  "  '  lei  ,  IT'  '"'^"•^■^-''"J^t  "or 
vv  IS  only  terminated  at  SLinset   bv  ,h  r  ['T  "'^""^^  l^^^''-'^.  '-^"cl 

'"  the  midst  of  the  iJoer  .  ,  Th  sf^T  '^''"^''■"■^^  "'"  ''^  ^'^^''1 
rest  of  the  day.     That  d     e  thJl  '''  ^^'  "'^"^'^  them  for  the 

movin,.  from  I-batsi  £e      "'c  o'  odir^'V^'V'^^'',"^"^^  «^  ^'^-'  ^'"-  ' 
•        bad  been  removed  bv  rad  d  rinc.  .1        "i   ^''""H  (''^'''^'^'  stores.  c\:c 
^vhi]e  Colonel  Plumir     ,  d  t    /^      '  ''^',°'"  ''^  '^'^  P'-^'v'ous  n  <.ht)' 
Kanya.       On    the    :   th    of   M    ^X  """  '"V'^^  ^'^^^ 
towards    Lobatsi,   where    it   w        s  duted   r^'T't  '''''''    ^'^y-^^^^ 
returned    in   hordes   with    nvrrvellonf     I     >'   '''"^   ^^'''''''    ^'^^    had 
round  that  place.  ma•■^cllous   celerity,  and  were  hoverin<. 

camp,   but  fortunately  VZluTj  '°  '''"  '^"^^  °^  ^^e  main 

Bathoen.    who   defied   the   le  s   ^  enT'  r'""'"'^   ^>'  '^^^    Chief 
<lank.  however,  e.i^aged  Colonel  vlZ''  ''''  '"'"'■'^^''J'-     '^'^e   left 
every  fear  that  the  enemv  repdse  Hn^f.  ""'"''""'  =^"^^  ^^^^^^  ^^-^^ 
.      fall  n.  force  upon  the  Rholeslans      tTc  dIT'''''  ^'''"^'''  "^'-^'^^ 
m  wrecking  the  rail  south  of  LobatJ  and       '"'"•  ''"''"  ''''''  ^'^'V 
further  advance  made  by  Colonel  pS         •  f^P^^"-'"?  to  meet  any 
the  1 8th,  somewhat  exhausted  withVn     I     ''''^?,  ''°"^  resistance.     oA 
and  hgnting.  the  troops  w^re  on  en^^^^^^^^  ^^"^  endless  marching 

ridges  overlooking  the  Metsln^r^  ^,  ^l'.^""  ^darting-point  on  the 

Plunder's  force  now  ^c^^i^Z^  Notwani  l^virs.  Colonel 
the  Boers.  ^^'^  ^"^  position  there  formerly  held  by 

^t  bad  been  evacuated  by  cl^fe^P wlt"^  '''  "\''?"—  that 
all  sides  announced  that  he  al  o  w^i  Z?   T'""'  'T^  ^"'^Plo-sions  on 
the  railway.      W^hile  the  Boers  urrpn-"^^^?'^  '^  '^"^  destruction  of 
-they  utilised  the  shinin^hou    bv  I    '?''  "'"  ^^'^'^ongs  made  hay 
and  driving  them  in  tn^^^phZX^H^  ""¥."'  '^''  ^^^'  -"^^ 
Snyman's  attack   on  Plumer      's   h  1.      '^'     ^^^'"'^'  '^'^  '"^'^^^  "f 
enjoyed  temporary  repose      The  bomL^^^^  approved;    the  town 
or  two,  and  the  besieged  were  buoverT         """J'  ^?'''^"^^  ^'''  a  day 
Plumer  was  pursuing  his  advance  ^         ''     ^'  '^''  ^^^^P"  ^'^''^^  Colonel 
lo  intercept  the  same   the  enemv   hnd   ^  i 

Mamzuni  and  R.mathlabama,   but  t?ey  't  .he    "  '^  5^°"^!""'^  '^'' 
VOL.  rv.  '        "■  "^"^y  at  the  same  time  had   to 
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The   Transvaal  War 

engaiijc  themselves  with  a  native  chief  in  the  south.  This  personage, 
who  had  hitherto  been  friendly  to  them,  working  on  the  good  old 
principle  of  "  kick  a  man  when  he's  down,"  had  heard  of  the  Boer 
reverses  in  the  Free  State,  and  promptly  seized  his  opportunity. 

On  the  25th  Colonel  Plumer  left  his  base  camp  with  a  force  of 
infantry  and  as  little  impedimenta  as  p(«sible,  and  invaded  the 
Transvaal,  making  two  rapid  night  marches  for  the  purpose  of 
threatening  the  Boer  lines  of  communication.  In  this  way,  though 
he  found  himself  tO(j  weak  in  men  and  guns  for  really  aggressive 
operations,  he  determined  to  make  himself  a  thorn  in  the  sicle  of  the 
persecutors  of  Mafeking.  and  keep  the  Boer  hordes  too  busily 
engaged  to  allow  of  their  attempting  serious  operations  on  their 
own  part. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  31st  Colonel  Plumer,  with  270 
mounted  men,  some  infantry,  and  a  Maxim  reached  Ramathlabama, 
where  the  Boers  were  said  to  have  made  their  headquarters.  The 
advance  guard  under  Colonel  White  proceeding  within  six  miles  of 
Mafeking,  encountered  a  P)oer  C(^mmando,  whereupon  Captain 
Kensman  on  the  left  and  Major  Bordan  on  the  right  simultaneously 
became  engaged.  Desperate  fighting  ensued,  the  Boers  almost 
doubling  the  British.  The  Dutchmen  formed  a  semicircle,  vainly 
endeavouring  to  outflank  the  party  east  and  west,  while  Colonel 
Plumer's  small  force,  fighting  "  tooth  and  nail,"  retired  slowly,  the 
squadrons  covering  the  retreat  of  the  unmounted  men  for  a  good  ten 
miles  till  the  force  reached  its  base.  Owing  to  the  close  proximity  of 
the  Boer  laagers,  reinforcements  of  Dutchmen  and  guns  were  con- 
stemtly  at  hand,  while  Colonel  Plumer  was  entirely  at  a  disadvantage. 
Little  cover  was  available,  and  the  railway  embankment,  which  was 
his  only  protection,  was  barely  two  feet  high.  Captain  Crewe, 
a  most  popular  officer,  was  mortally  wounded  while  covering  the 
retreat  of  the  rest,  as  was  also  Lieutenant  Milligan  while  gallantly 
defending  his  position. 

Some  interesting  particulars  of  the  fighting  outside  Mafeking 
came  in  a  letter  from  a  trooper. 

"  On  our  latest  patrol  we  had  a  real  exciting  time.  We  went  to  have  a 
look  at  Mafeiiing,  and  actually  saw  the  promised  land,  but  we  had  to  pay  dearly 
for  the  sight.  We  marched  from  here  (liaifway  between  Kanya  and  Mafeking) 
on  March  30th,  and  arrived  a;  Ramathlabama  on  the  31st  at  9  A.M.  Between 
300  and  350  men  went,  with  one  Maxim,  all  under  Colonel  Plumer  himself.  We 
were  all  mounted  except  thirty  men  of  E  Squadron.  We  formed  a  camp  at 
Ramathlabama,  and  at  1 1  AM.  all  the  mounted  men  moved  off  towards  Mafeking, 
our  unmounted  men  and  the  Maxim  remaining  in  camp.  Our  troop  and  Crewe's 
scouts  formed  the  advance  guard  under  our  skipper,  Colonel  White.  We  rode 
on  about  eight  miles,  and  then  we  got  our  first  glimpse  of  Mafeking.  We 
raised  a  bit  of  a  cheer  on  spotting  the  place.  Very  soon  we  saw  a  large  body 
of  Boers  coming  up  in  front  at  a  fast  pace,  while  others  were  working  round 
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Colonel   PJumer's  Operations 

ii^I  S'Sr '"^"^--^^^^  -ee  to 

t'.cir  base  hoi^:],^';;^'^'^'  '"'>'  ''-'  ->  -^^i^dLtZ^/r  ""'"'"'^ 

we  retired  bv  -.itLZ  '''^^'^>''  ^\"'"'Je  wc  ind  tn  „    ' ?  •         <T"nuinition, 

"\Vc  w  squadrons.  ''^'^  ^°  So  slow  with  ours      So 

onl^r  ^isfrr  ^---"wlS^e^^^^^^^  on  our  Hank, 

Tor  the  first  nAccri'  '"''''''''  ■'^''"^''«'  '1'-  mo te  ^,  im  'T  ''•''^'  "'^  ^'^^'^b- 
also  ,.ot  th  re  fi  .,t  'uv"-  ?'r''  "'-"-  ^vl.oTere  s  t  'to 'tl  ""  "^^'^  ''''"^ 
afterwards  quite  so  Jcn  '^'  "''"'  ^"'■"  '^il  and  bolt  \nH  ','  '"'""^  '^'■'''''''' 
■splendid^-.  I  w-isn  .  '"  ^'^'"'S  round  our  flank  '  O  f^^'  "''^''^  "^^c'" 
till  6  ]..M      W)    '  ""'"^'  ^-''t  fo'-  about  ci.drn:-,    ^^  ■''^■'I'i^^'-  ^vorked 

75    liorscs    vcic    i.ll„  '"""I.  2fi  wounded    nSd  r  ■    ,  V^'^"Sl"'l"es  ,vcrc 

away  as  nianv  Hn^rl  .^''shed  to  make  at  Mifrlnnn.        ,     ^^lonel  leaden- 

were  „,or.  or  less  s^erelyou'^tcl""'';  ■™''""«'  °f  »hom  sW 

Oujng   to   the  absence   of  t .  "'""  "^^'I'tured. 

Plumer's  force  tlik  nffij.'  '^   ^Tesijont cms    «I(I,    r  i       , 

and  rescue  Colo  dtS  PoTlT'"^  ';'^"''-'  '°  .™,     '  |,e  ZW 


tl»t  was  m;^-.     ed       the  f.:  "  f  "■•'"""•  -"'  "^'= '      >'    oble  .ctivit 
.eroisn,  of  the  c„,.n,"  ,fc   '  ..rifs  T''  ^''^T'"S  ""''oT  oiZ 

mounted  men,  encoura^W  „  ,hen,  S  ^T"'  """^'-■d  '^<^'""'i  the    ifs 

Colonel   Bodle  ancl  cSotZ  V  I    /'',':>' "'■*'■<=  retreating " 
wounded.  ''='?'■'■"  Kol,  (adjutant)  were  alsS'sh^h.lv 


The  Transvaal  War 

Aiioilu.r  writer  shows  the  tryirif;  circumstances  in  which  Colonel 
Phnncr's  canipaii^ni  was  contlucted,  circumstances  whicii,  when  the 
historian  of  the  future  sets  to  work,  cannot  be  disregarded  : — 

"Oil  the  3i.st  ult.  wc  got  as  far  as  six  miles  from  Mafclcing,  but  had  to 
retire  after  four  liuurs'  lieavy  fighting,  losing  4S  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 
We  have  had  a  vcr}'  rough  time  indeed,  always  fighting  against  much  superior 
odds  armed  with  splendid  artillery,  living  on  short  rations,  without  tents  or  an}' 
other  shelter,  wet  through  with  the  rain,  and  scorched  with  the  sun,  and  yet 
the  people  at  home  never  give  us  a  thought.  Wc  have  been  so  hard  uj)  for 
tobacco  that  men  have  been  smoking  tea  leaves.  We  have  not  had  a  thing 
from  home,  not  even  the  Queen's  chocolate,  and  yet  we  have  done  as  much  in 
our  small  wa\'  as  the  troops  down  south.  Of  course,  wc  have  had  no  big 
battles,  as  we  have  not  the  men  or  guns,  but  we  have  had  constant  patrols  and 
skirmishes,  nearly  always  losing  men  killed  or  wounded,  or  both.  Wc  have 
also  suflered  vcr}'  heavily  with  fever  and  dysentery,  and  all  our  hospitals  arc 
full." 

These  hues  in  their  bald  simplicity  are  qiu-ted  because  they, 
like  the  work  they  describe,  were  originated  with  no  view  to  effect 
nor  applause;,  anil  serve  exactly  to  describe  the  modest  deeds  of 
perpetual  valour  which  were  per[)etrated  by  our  countrymen,  and 
which  by  force  of  circumstance  were  left  to  waste  their  smartness 
"  on  the  desert  air." 
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EIGHTH    DIVISION 

.icutenant-neneral    on    the    ^t-^rr    \t„;     <-- 

^idcs-de-Camp  (2).  '  ^^■^■^■,  l^--\.  ' 

^-sistant  Adjutant-GenLTal— rnl..n,.i  ri   17    TT-.,       ^,  ,, 

J..Cavcndi.sh,  /.v.r,  Argyll  and 


i'l.     Xv.     J 

Aidcs-de-Camp  (2). 

^Ksistant  Adjiitant-Gencral-Coloncl  (T.  E.  Harlev  C  V 

iM'U^^y-Ass.stant   Adjutant-(ieneraLs---.Nbor    A      ;     ,    ; 

feuthcTland  H  kihlanders  •  Cirunin  r-    f    u    ,  f"/".     '  '    ^ '  /  ••• 

Assistant  iV.n.st-A'larshal -I'l  iS^^''(^J:;,'i  j'^  f  >,  -'-'-«'>'rc  Rc,t. 

I'nncipal  iMedical  Offcer     I  i,.,,^  r-  V  ,-    .      '  ^^'"'"'•'^on. 

Medical  Officcr-\hior  r/v   ^'^  "'°"n'  ^\-  '^'  '^f''>>'  ^"."'  ^rmy  Medical  Corns 

Divisional  Signalling  Officer-Ca'pt; 


Principal  Medical  Off  cer     I  ^-inrT^u-.  ^ ' "  ^^'"^^'^"n- 
dedical  Officcr-\hior  r/v   ^''^  "'°"n'  ^\-  '^'  '^f''>>'  ^"."'  ^rmy  M^dica 
:i>aplains-I^:;.  T  T'ci'R^H,  ^^^  fT'/?'^'  ''^'"^'  ^"^'^ ' 
divisional  Signalling  Officer-Cantahrr  "h   t-'  ^     ''"% 

o  v^mcer     captain  C.  H.  Bennett,  \\orcestershire  Regt. 

16T11   IJKIGADK 

"f/oTq:  ""  ""  «'»'f-"aJor.G.„e,.,  ,i.  B.  „.  ,-.„,p,„.„,  .,,,.  q 
.ir,gad...M.,,„_ap,.-.i„  K,  K  0.  Oaseoigne.  I,..S.O.,  Gr.nndi.r  c;„ard. 

i7Tir  liRIGADE 

SSS;:  ""  ^•^'^  ^'^«^Major-General  J.  1,  Boyes. 

Brigade-Major-Captain  C.  B.  FitzHenry,  -th  Hussars. 

^^^^iJi^^^i^^:::'!^^^^  command  of  Fieut.. 

General    H.  A.  Macdonald,  C.I!.,  and     o  h  £tl^  ^r  !''^  ^  "^'r^'V^-  ^'o1"'H'1  (Major- 
Smith-Dornen.     For  particulars,  see  Vo?  V.       °       '        """'  (-^^^JO'-^i'-'neral)  H.  L. 


'  Graded  as  a  Deputy-Assistant  Adjutant-G 
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At    time    of  the   siirrpii  i         r  v 

"II  the  2i,,l  (),,„i„,r  ..,„„„^„         .  ""^  '"'"  Kill. una,,  „„  ,1,^. 

"he  ,  H.n.e  of  fx'uruunn  „-,  '-^"ruman  and  hoist 

m-'nci,n,.  Car.!  ,  \i  L  nr''"/^''''"^^  ">'"  ti,  •  h,    ,    '     "  l''"''  '"^"■"^•-'  the  fo    V';* 

liasta.,,  an.l  native^ ';!;,,;  '";-'-"^'y.  54  Cape 'i-oHc^'a!'!''!!^::;"!!'-'  ''<^'-" -  (..no 
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l.iaLjcrs,  one  at  Mooifontcin,  30  miles  away  ;  one  at  Maga^apiric,  20  miles  off;  and  one 
at  liotitiloise,  about  iS  miles  off;  the  total  comman<lo  numbering  about  1100  to  1200 
men,  and  a  large  number  of  waj^gons. 

"  On  the  1st  Deciinljcr  a  headman,  Scloa,  reported  that  the  liocrs  were  waiting  for  a 
cannon  from  I'retoria,  and  were  coming  again  to  attack  us  or  starve  us  out.  Captain  Bates 
strengthened  the  forts  as  much  as  possible  to  resist  shell  tire. 

'•On  the  5th  December  tlie  enemy  arrived  with  from  1 100  to  1200  men  under  Visser, 
of  the  Transvaal,  now  Commandant,  and  Field-Cornet  Wessels,  of  the  Free  State,  but 
without  any  cannon.  They  commenced  by  attacking  Capiain  Denr.ison's  (Intelligence 
Officer  to  Commanding  Officer,  Kimberley,  Colonel  Kckcwich)  redoubt  on  the  east,  but 
were  repulsed.  The  enemy  made  five  night  attacks  on  this  redoubt  and  a  smaller  one  lield 
by  l'ri\ate  Brown,  .S|H'cial  Police,  about  300  yards  on  the  S.E.  Their  mode  of  attack  was 
as  follows  : — They  built  schanzes  within  500  yards  of  tiiese  rcdoulus,  surrounding  them,  and 
threw  up  small  schanzes  of  stone  and  Ijags  within  thirty  or  forty  y.irds  of  the  redoubts  early 
in  the  night  and  attacked  about  two  or  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  retiring  from  time  to 
time  to  these  sm;dl  schanzes.  They  thus  succeeded  in  jiushing  off  the  sandbags  from  our 
redoubts  on  the  S.E.  side,  but  were  driven  back,  losing  about  four  killed  and  ten  or  twelve 
wounded.  This  redoubt  was  held  by  Priwate  Brown,  three  while  men,  and  two  natives,  the 
enemy  numbering  from  sixty  to  seventy  men.  t)ur  casualties  were  one  white  man  wounded. 
During  these  attacks  a  bullet  (presumably  an  explosive  one)  struck  inside  the  east  fort  or 
redoubt,  badly  wounding  two  whites  and  two  others  slightly.  Firing  was  kept  up  night  and 
day  for  these  five  days.  The  enemy  ceased  their  attacks  and  went  in  for  volley  firing  and 
sniping,  coming  nearer  our  redoubts  by  building  schanzes  during  the  night.  These  two 
redoubts  had  to  be  abandoned,  as  the  looplioles  of  sandbags  were  shot  away,  and  there  was 
no  moans  of  building  them  up  agin.  The  enemy  occupied  them  after  being  abandoned  for 
two  nights,  and  also  took  possession  of  a  store  in  a  hollow  about  800  yards  from  the  main 
camp,  "between  it  and  the  Court  House.  This  left  or.ly  one  of  our  redoubts  occupied  by  our 
defence  force,  and  which  commanded  the  water.  Corporal  Gash,  C.P.,  was  in  charge. 
Our  horses  had  to  be  watered  at  night. 

"  The  lioers  made  several  attempts  to  cut  us  off  from  the  water,  but  were  prevented  by 
our  pickets,  who  were  placed  in  entrenched  positions  to  cc  .nr  our  cattle  and  horses 
while  watered.  The  Boers  must  have  fired  away  an  enormous  cjuantity  of  ammunition, 
and  they  had  five  waggon-loads  of  it  A  unique  armistice  was  arranged  on  Christmas 
Day.  F.  C.  Wessels,  oif  the  Free  State,  wrote  to  the  Commanding  Officer  saying  that  if  we 
would  not  fire  on  them  this  day,  the  Biers  would  not  fire  on  us.  This  was  agreed  to,  and 
\\ord  was  sent  round  to  all  the  schanzes  and  redoubts  notifying  this.  The  men  came  out, 
but  to  our  surprise,  as  one  of  us  was  going  to  bathe,  a  volley  from  the  Transvaal  ISoer 
schanzes  on  the  east  was  sent  after  him.  Wessels  went  to  inquire  the  reason,  and  was  told 
that  the  Transvaal  commando  would  not  agree  to  this  armistice,  whereupon  Wessels 
arranged  with  us  that  the  P'ree  State  men,  who  were  on  the  south  and  south-east  side, 
would  not  fire  on  us,  and  our  men,  running  the  gauntlet  of  the  Transvaal  fire  for  about 
20  yards,  went  under  cover  of  the  Free  State  schanzes,  and  ]5ritish  and  Boer  bathed 
together  at  the  bathing-place.  This  circumstance  caused  a  split  in  the  Boer  camp,  and 
Wessels  with  i  50  men  of  the  Free  State  burghers  left  for  the  soutli,  presumably  towards 
Kimberley.  The  Boers  continued  firing  and  sniping  daily.  Up  to  this  \\c  had  one  white 
(Private  Ward,  C.P.)  and  two  natives  killed,  seven  whites  and  seven  natives  wounded.  Of 
the  animals  23  horses  were  killed  and  wounded  and  three  oxen  killed.  We  were  holding 
cut  and  were  confident  of  doing  so  for  another  two  months,  when  on  the  1st  January  1900, 
a  New  Year's  gift  arrived  in  the  Boer  camp  in  the  shape  of  a  9-pounder.  They  started 
shelling  at  dawn,  with  common  shell,  the  redoubt  on  tlie  north  side  :  then  came  to  a  ridge 
(m  the  south  and  shelled  the  main  camp,  four  shells  falling  in  the  camp  without  eloing  any 
serious  damage.  They  then  fired  on  the  western  redoubt  without  hitting  it.  On  going  to 
their  schanzes  about  2000  yards  on  the  eastern  side,  they  shelled  the  only  remaining 
redoubt  on  that  side,  held  liy  Corporal  Cash,  C.P.,  and  ij  men.  The  90th  shell  breached 
the  redoubt,  the  91st  and  92nd  striking  it,  and  the  93rd  falling  inside.  The  men  in  the 
redoubt  got  into  the  trenches,  which,  owing  to  the  stony  nature  of  the  ground,  could  not  be 
dug  deep,  and  were  subjected  to  such  a  heavy  fire  from  three  of  the  enemy's  schanzes, 
that  they  were  compelled  to  surrender. 

"Cai)tain  Bates  then  saw  that  as  the  key  of  the  position  had  fallen,  and  that  reinforce- 
ments could  not  possibly  arrive  for  weeks  or  months,  it  was  hopeless  to  continue  to  hold  out. 


"  Thus  Kuruman  was  surrendered  aite 
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eeks,  and  its  iletence  was  pn 


dly  due 


to  Capt.-iin  Pjates.  Cajitain  Dennlson  and  Sergeant  Memsworth  and  Captain  Bales  were 
sent  to  the  Pretoria  gaol  (as  they  were  supposed  to  know  too  much,  whatever  that  meant), 
ond  the  Magistrate  was  sent  to  the  State  Model  School  with  the  otlier  officers." 
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